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Epidemic of New Freak Cults 
Stock Market Crash 


Is Sequel to 





Chicago, Feb. 18. 

Cults, all kinds of cults, are ex- 
tremely popular in these parts, espe- 
To the 
outside new cults look like hokum, 
but to those inside they are more 
powerful than family religions. 

The cults, however, go through 
fashion cycles. They spring up 
suddenly, out of nowhere, gather 
converts rapidly, live a short while, 
then die out as quickly as they 
arose. New ones are formed imme- 
diately to take the places of the 
old. Some of these societies are 
only rackets, others appear to be 
dead in earnest. 

Psychiatrists are explaining this 
sudden epidemic of cults as result 

(Continued on page 60) 


-GYP AIR RACKETEERS 
AIRED BY COAST C0’S 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 

Major radio stations here have 
turned down the fortune telling, sex 
Secret and horoscope gag. When 
any of the racketeers, cashing in on 
this gag, shows up at the station 
they are told there is no time avail- 
abk. 

The stations have had too many 
kick-backs from listeners-in who 
have been gypped by the racket. One 
station where a seer had been 
operating claims it has had over 
300 squawks following a one week 
broadcast by the fortune teller. 

The people who had been taken 
Say they expected their answers to 
be broadcast over the air, but dis- 
covered they had to pay $2 to find 
out what the future held for them. 

Most say they received but a 10 
cent mimeographed horoscope for 
their dough. 

The fortune teller announced he 
did not have enough time to answer 
ali questions and requested the 
sender to write for his or her 
answer. Those he answered on the 
radio were phonies. 





New Haven Court Defends 
Customer’s Right to Razz 


New Haven, Feb. 18. 
A precedent liable to mean plenty 
of future trouble here from theatre 
Pests was set in a local court when 
a disturber was dismissed outright 





in spite of having admitted the 
charge. The man was arrested on 


Semplaint of the Paramount theatre 
management that he refused to halt 
razzing of the “Chauve Souris” 
blix unit, breaking in here this 
Week. 

Bird artist's attorney, entered the 
Novel defense that if his client was 
legally permitted to applaud, it is 
also right that he should be allowed 


to Show less favorable reaction. 
Court agreed. 
New Haven, the home of Yale, 


like all other col 


lege towns, is tough 
on actors. 


“~ Thursday nights are the 
rst here, and probably the worst 
in the country. 





vv 








MEN WHO HAVE 


Al) r BACK AS Femmes Flop as Dialog Writers, 


TITLELESO EXECS 








Dine, Dance and Film 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

Dinner and pictures for $2 is 
becoming popular and profita- 
ble at the Hotel Stevens. Two 
shows on Sundays, afternoon 
and evening. Pictures supplied 
by Universal. 

Bill is a feature, cartoon and 
newsreel, All Universal line- 
up as a rule, though outside 
pictures sometimes used. Ball- 
room is equipped with West- 
ern Electric wire. 

Besides the meal and show, 
diners also get dinner-and- 
dance music and a couple of 
singers. 


MORMONS DONT 
TAKE TO BIRTH 
CONTROL GAG 


Salt Lake, Feb. 18. 


Birth control talk on any stage 
in this Mormonized town is poison. 

So the Mormons informed Grant 
Pemberton, manager of the local 
Orpheum, when the Eddie Pardo 
company started its turn as part 
of the vaude bill. In the Pardo act 
is a short stretch carrying comment 
in a gag way on the best method 
of population suppression, 


As Salt Lake was moulded into 
a city on the reverse, Pemberton 
was told that the Pardo stuff was 
in wrong. With the manager ad- 
vising the actor to delete, Pardo is 
filling in the void with songs and 
regrets for the remmainder of the 
week. 


RADIO CHAINS OFF FILM 
DEBUTS FOR NETWORKS 


National radio broadcasts of pic- 
ture openings are -old throughout 
the country, partly as a result of 
the broadcast for “Condemned” from 
Hollywood a couple of months ago. 

Overtures on the New York end 
recently for a radio “first night” 
broadcast established the sentiment 
among the radio people that it was 
too dangerous t> put a bunch of 
wisecracking actors before a mike | 
with no way of controlling or cen- 
soring the remarks. 

Radio officials explained that 
while by dint of advance beseech- 
ments actors might be careful what 

















Organizer Spots Them in 
| His Various Co’s — Psy- 
chology Is That They’re 





Not Leaders but Can Be, 
Led, and They Are! 
Trained Men—Not a $5) 
Bill at First Board Meet-. 
ing 


—_—_——__— 


IF CLICKING, CANNED 








The film industry has a Bowery 
|mission of its own. It is an inter- 
nationally known trade organiza- 
tion and its head, rated high in 
Bradstreet’s, takes pride in describ- 
|ing his working personnel as men 
formerly prominent in the business 
who came to him as derelicts’ so 
ar as remaining in the film indus- 
try was concerned, 

These men who are working for 
the organizer are without title. That 

(Continued on page 54) 


Chi Nite Club Operators 
Will Try Summer Boats 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

With nite club biz definitely in 
the red this winter, operators are 
casting around for some means of 
recouping during the summer. Suc- 
cess of a taxi dance hall on a boat 
moored in the Chicago river has 
inspired preparations for floating 
night clubs. 

Three promoters are at present 
making arrangements for a season 
on Lake Michigan. One has already 
chartered a steamer and imported 
an eastern decorator to give the 
boat a modernistic atmosphere. An- 
other operator is planning a pirate 
boat, and is searching for an old 
galleon, 

First operator is figuring on a 
regular club, with a definite reserve 
list every night for sailing at mid- 
jnight and a return in the morning. 
Ducats will sell for a sawbuck. The 
other is planning to anchor his pi- 
rate boat a mile off shore, with a 
launch to provide transportation. 

3oys figure the ordinary excur- 
sion steamer doesn’t get any play 
ifrom wise mob and is only for bar- 
lgain hunting youngsters who grab 
off a dance and a ride for six bits. 

It is reported Chi operators are 








|also planning to try the boat clubs 


east. 





Wiring the Point 


West Point has decided talking 
pictures are here to stay and will 
install Western Electric equipment. 

Silent pictures have consistently 
been exhibited to the corps in the 
gymnasium, but steel girder con- 
struction and its acoustical proper- 





they said, there was no way to keep | 
them from talking exclusively about 


themselves—and this was almost as | 


offensive as off-color gags or flip 
remarks for network events. 


ties render the building unfit for 
| wiring. 
The new Point film parlor will 


probably be the mess hall, unless a 
better spot is figured out. 
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Hubbies Can't 


Funeral Rights 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 
Pierce Bros., local morti- 
cians, have engaged Otto Po- 
letz, concert baritone, and for- 
mer Hollywood Bow! artist, to 
supply the vocal music to their 
funeral services. 








The company 
play advertising 


CROWDED RADIO 
TIME BRINGS 
“AIR SPECS” 


Speculating with radio advertis- 
ing time and selling it for premiums 
high above actual cost is one of 
New York’s modern rackets. It 
grows out of the first grade stations’ 
practically complete’ sell-out - of 
commercial time between the din- 
ne’ hour and midnight. 

A group of high-geared gabsters 
has been organized by a Manhattan 
promoter to solicit all big and mod- 
erate buyers of night radio time on 
a chance they will let some of it go 
for a price. The ether specs have 
made offers as high as double the 
amount the advertisers are paying 
broadcasting companies and stations 
for the time. This clicque is re- 
ported to have landed several choice 
hours, and is holding back to spring 
the valued minutes to high bidders. 

One means of relieving the huge 
demand was recently tried with fair 
success by several advertising agen- 
cies. Clients who had purchased 
evening air space were asked to help 


is using dis- 
on Poletz. 











less fortunate accounts by splitting | 


(Continued on page 60) 


MIDNITE SHOWS RUIN 





COAST NITE CLUBS 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 

An epidemic of midnight shows 
hitting this town is cutting in plenty 
on the draw of the cafes. With 
dancing taboo after midnight Satur- 
day and the midnight shows spilling 
at 1 a. m., there is little incentive 
for the boys and girls at the high 
spots, 

lL. A. and Tiollywood are at best 9 
o'clock towns and the popularity of 
the midnight pe:formances at- 
tested by those brave souls who can 
keep from yawning after 10. 


is 


Now the buys can cut down tl! 
nut of stepping out with a gal. The 
show sets him beck $1.50 for two 
and he can talk her out of g& g t 
a cafe because the dancin ha 
stopped by the time they leave the 
theatre. 


Hold in Headaches 


o 


| 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


have 


Talkers 
feminist movement, so far as writ- 
Transformation 
| was tough on all Hollywood writers 


| with the migration from the stage. 
Especially on the femmes, 

Today all the women writers— 
that count—can be tallied on the 
|fingers of two hands. Smaller fry 
are in the cold or back home again 
with the carpet sweeper. 
| Of the new crop of writers, im- 
| ported from the stage, none is of the 
| sex called weaker. Exec at one of 
the major studios, who superintends 
writers, says eventually the writer 
percentage of the screen will com- 
pare with the about 1% 
skirt. 

Same exec gives the low down for 
the diminishing femme. Many, he 
pointed out, were wives of directors, 
with husband pulling in the head- 
ache after him, ofttimes as a team. 

(Continued on page 54) 


Anti-Sunday Clergy Now 
Showing Sabbath Films 


Providence, Feb. 18. 

The sanctimonious clergymen who 
put up such a holler throughout the 
width and breadth of Rhode Island 
a few years ago over Sunday films 
have practically become exhibitors, 
and are giving Sunday shows. 

That’s the opinion of showmen in 


proved an anti- 


ers are concerned. 





| 


stage 








|this town and nearby suburbs of 

the “blue laws” proponents, and 

now the boys are burning up. 
These same proponents of the 


blue laws are giving Sunday pic- 
tures under the guise of “special ser- 
vices. Shows are being staged in as- 
sembly rooms of churches and audi- 
toriums of the Y. M. C. A. Per- 
formances are ballyhooed through 
the dailies. 


Show Biz Will Supervise 
Washington Celebration 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

Congress has turned to show busi- 
ness to take charge of the nation- 
wide celebration to honor Washing- 
ton’s 200th birthday in 1932. 

Sol Bloom has been named with 
Col. U. S. Grant, 3rd, to act as asso- 
ciate directors to put the celebra- 
tion across through the period of 
its duration. To start the ball rolli- 


ing a special celebration will be 
staged on Washington's birthday 
this year by the House of Repre- 


sentatives. 
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2 Paris Building, 15 Boulevard Italiens 
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FOREIGN TIE-UP’ 
FUTILE FOR 
U.S. AGENTS 





Paris, Feb. 9. 
} 
Sojourn here by Arthur Seelig, 
. | 
representing the Jerry Cargill agen- 
cy, to establish either a Paris or a 
London office, and the general fu- | 


tility of an American agency locat- 
ing here on its own, brings up the | 
subjects of continental agents- | 
tably in Paris. 


no- 


Even the best organized of them 
all, William Morris, with the Fos- 
ters in London and Henri Lartigue 
and C. C. Fischer (Agence des 
Champs Elysees), has two-thirds of 
its Paris branch in local hands, di- 
vided between Lartigue, Fischer and 


Kkdmund Sayag, the resort impre- 
sario. Other agents are but hap- | 
hazardly represented at best in 
Paris, and London isn’t much hbet- 
ter, although Americans prefer to 


arrange foreign dates through Lon- 
don connections rather than here. 
If not unreliable, the local agent’s 
outlets are meagre and certainly not 
of any scope to permit a practical 
hook-up with a progressive Ameri- 
can agent. For the main, the local 
agents have but one or two spots as 
a basic means for sustenance, such 
as booking a theatre in the prov- 
inces or in another country. What 
happens to acts after the fortnight 
or month they play at this house, or 
two houses, isn’t their concern. 
There’s no.regard about the acts’ 
welfare thereafter, and as a genera] 


things agents take it for granted 
that acts shift around from one 
agency to the other and seek en- 


gagements wherever possible, 

Through the Morris-Sayag hook- 
up, Seelig found out that the Ri- 
viera is virtually closed to any out- 
sider, Lartigue selling everything 
for Monte Carlo, where Sayag is in 
control, And through the Sayag 
partnership with Andree, the casino 
king in Ostende at the Kursaal, An- 
dree’s own Riviera venture at the 
near-by Cannes also gives Lartigue- 
Morris an almost exclusive inside 

- track. 

Seelig also. found that any other 
tie-up with the sundry local agents 
is unsatisfactory. It resolves itself 
down to a case where an American 
act, coming over to work, must 
chance it, and it’s risky at best. 
After a few weeks they find them- 
selves either obligated to cut their 
figure radically, if they would re- 
main on the continent, or return 
home. And expensive transporta- 
tion figures for the all too brief for- 
eign run. 

Other high spots are also pretty 
well taken care of. The Empire 
buys its big acts through Lartigue- 
Foster here and London, or through 
Reeves & Lamport and other agents 
in London. The rest of the people 
don’t rate importantly for the few 
hundred francs they get paid off in 
nightly. 

No sound film production avail- 
able as yet, and what there is Lar- 
tigue has covered in handling Bob 
Kane’s shorts. 





“Bing Boys” Revival 
London, Feb. 18. 

There is every likelihood that 
Charles Laurillard will do a revival 
of “The Bing Boys” at the Winter 
Garden. 

Idea is to have George Robey and 
Violet Loraine play their original 
parts and cast Arthur Bascomb in 
Alfred Lester’s part. 





ADDED TO “BRIDE” 
London, Feb. 18. 
For the London opening of “Here 
Comes the Bride,” at the Piccadilly, 
Feb. 20, Howell, Harger and Naldi 
have been added as strengtheners. 


Greenwald’s Vaude Tour 
London, Feb. 18. 


Joseph Greenwald opens at the 
Coliseum (vaude) March 17 for a 
short tour. He will then be seen in 
a new play. 


The Tiller Dancing Schools 


of America, Inc. 


64 WEST 74th ST., NEW YORK 
MARY RBAD, President 
Phone Endicott 8216-€ 
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BRITISH EQUITY SNAG 


Draft of Plan Proposes Own Theatre 
and Productions 


London, Feb. 18. 


The draft of the constitution of 
the British Actors’ Equity Associa- 
tion, just released, sets forth as one 
of the objects: 
and manage 


theatricals.” 


and carry 


Movement is progressing 





“To acquire a thea- | 
on | 


slowly. | 


The snag upon which it appears to 
be caught at the moment is the 
point, upon which all players are 
not united, whether the organization | 
will adopt trade unionism as 


American Equity has done 


Am. Students Form Own 


Little Theatre in Paris 
Paris, Feb. 18. 

Headed by Harrison Gladstone, a 
group of American students have 
organized an American Little The- 
atre to open next season here. It 
is supported by the Rev. Clayton 
Williams. His American Church is 
being temporarily equipped for 
three showings, 
Kaufman and Connelly’s “Dulcy” 
is opening Feb. 28. All seats are 60 
cents, except to students, who are 
admitted at a lesser fee. There are 
no reservations. 








Rougher “Front Page” 


Moscow, Feb. 18. 

The Vekhtangoff theatre will soon 
present Eugene Zamiatin’s trans- 
lation of “Front Page.’ Here it is 
titled “Sensation.” 

Profanity in the Russian is un- 
derstood to eclipse that in Eng- 
lish. 


Vedrenne Dies at Show 


London, Feb. 18. 

John Vedrenne, retired manager 
and producer, died here, Feb. 13, 
following his collapse in a box at 
the St. James theatre where he was 
watching a matinee performance of 
“Michael and Mary.” 

He was 63. 


“Bolibar”’ Colorful 


Berlin, Feb. 18. 

“The Marquis of Bolibar,” drama- 
tized from a novel by Leo Beruz, 
proved a colorful romantic play at 
the Deutsches olkstheater. 
Principal role gives abundant op- 
portunity to a strong character ac- 
tor, handled here by Paul Wegner. 


Police Guard Actors 


Bucharest, Feb. 18. 
The Opera National is heavily 
guarded by gendarmes because stu- 
dents have threatened to molest 
several members of the cast. 


Fay Compton and Knife 


London, Feb. 18. 
Fay Compton, appearing in “Vir- 
tue for Sale” on tour, underwent an 
operation successfully last week. 
During her absence her sister took 
her place in the cast. 





MAY HAVE A HIT 
Paris, Feb. 18. 

Sax’s American Players opened 
with “Beyond the Horizon” to ca- 
pacity at the Comedie Caumartin. 
Show has an excellent chance. 

Performances of Alan Ward, 
Larry Fletcher, Joan Kenyon, Con- 
way Winfield, splendid. Jessie 
Ralph, as Mother Atkins, especially 
good. 

Sax will produce in New York a 
translation of “Sentimental Pilgrim- 
age.” In French it runs for nine 
acts. 


STAGING IN “NEWS” 
Paris, Feb. 18. 

Allen K. Foster’s mixed troupe of 
28, in “Good News” at the Palace, 
will stay for the run of the play, 
having had their original contract 
for eight weeks extended. 

Spencer Leslie, American special- 
ty dancer, also stays for the length 
of the run having had his option 
exercised. 


MME. LUNN DIES 


London, Feb. 18. 
Madame Kirby Lunn, 
singer, died yesterday (Monday) at 
the age of 57. 


Frances Day at Splendide 
London, Feb. 18. 
Frances Day goes into the cabaret 
show at the Hotel Splendide cabaret 





New Classes Now Forming 


Feb. 19. 


the 





(CHIC) 


(ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


Originators of “Tin-Type” Comedy. 
Now Star Attraction om Arman- 


dale Castle. (That’s the name of a 


boat.) 
tepresented by JENIE JACOBS. 





Indifference Returns on 
Sybil Thorndike’s Sketch 


London, Feb. 18. 
Thorndike, England’s pre- 
indif- 


Sybil 
mier actress, appeared with 
ferent success at the Coliseum in 
the “To Meet the King.” 
Playlet is an unsuccessful attempt 


sketch, 


to present a supernatural incident 
which is not understandable to the 
vaudeville mob. 

Sobolowski Troup of circus riders 
from the World's Fair Circuit which 
has been touring in the provinces 
showed a familiar sawdust routine 
and were quietly received. 


French Non-Jazz Band 


Under Cuban Auspices 


‘Havana, Feb. 18. 

Societe des Instruments Anciens, 
French orchestra. playing cld fash- 
ioned instruments and doing a rep- 
ertoire of works composed before 
1800 B. J. (before jazz), has ar- 
rived here from Miami. 

Orchestra will give a series of 
concerts under the auspices of the 
Cuban music Guild. The orchestra 
was founded in Paris in 190i, and 
has played for all the ruiers of Eu- 
rope, according to their billing. 


London Club Dates 


Segar Ellis, singer, and Frank 
Crummit go to the Cafe de Paris, 
London. . 

Ellis opens March 24 and Crum- 
mit June 16, 

Rita Bell opens at the Mayfair 
hotel, London, April 1. All booked 
by T. D. Kemp, Jr. 





WEAKNESS FOR DANCERS 
Cairo, Feb. 18. 
Mary Noble, American dancer, is 
now performing in Syria after tour- 
ing Japan, India and Egypt. 
Palestine admits all dancers into 
its territory. 





SAILINGS 


March 14 (New York to London) 
Mary and Margaret Gibb (Majestic). 

March 7 (New York to Paris) 
Terry Turner, Fred La Reine (Ile de 
France). 

Feb, 28 (New York to London) 
Ula Sharon (Mauretania). 


Feb. 26 (London to New York) 


ray Leslie (Berengaria). 

Feb. 22 (Caribbean Cruise) Emil 
Jensen (Reliance). 

Feb. 21 (New York to Naples) J. 
E. Stroock (Augustus). 

Feb. 21 (London to Capetown), 
Ella Shields, Tommy Tucker (Arun- 
del Castle). 

Feb. 19 (London to New York) 
Sir Archibald Flower, Lauritz Mel- 
chior (Aquitania). 

Feb. 15 (Capetown to London), 





Fisher and Gilmore, Harry and Mar- 
jorie Ristori, Splendid and Partner, 
Two Sharpes (Windsor Castle). 


Feb. 13 (Paris to New York) John 


famous |22nft, Richard and Jessica Barthel- 


mess (Bremen). 

Feb. 12 (Paris to New 
Arturo Tuscanini. (Paris). 

Feb. 11 (Melbourne to London) 
Bertha Belmore, :Cyril Northcote 
and Co. (Maloja). 

Feb. 10 (Melbourne to London) 


York) 





Muriel, Greel and Penn (Orsova). 


Dora Maughan, Walter Fehl, Mur-| 


PARIS ROW 


Literati Group Stages Cabaret 
Battle Against Rival 


Paris, Feb. 18. 


The Malador, a new Montparnasse 
cabaret was the scene of a raid 
at midnight by one group of a 
literary society, while another group 
was being entertained at a pajama 
party given by Princess Paleologue. 

Two factions got in each other’s 
hair and there was hehvy fighting 
with clubs, bottles and furniture. 
Sally ended in the police station 
with plenty of black eyes and split 
lips. 


ACTORS ABROAD 


TURN SENSITIVE 


Paris, Feb. 18. 

Either the actors will have to be 
less sensitive or the critics will have 
to watch their steps and spare ac- 
tors’ feelings. 

Perfect epidemic of law suits over 
newspaper comments. upon player 
folk here. 

Jean Borlin, Swedish dancer, 
started it when he retained Pierre 
Weil to sue a paper published in 
Sweden because the Swedish critic, 
who signs himself “Volmal,” said 
3orlin was getting—er-fatter. Paper 
got Lawyer Samuel Krainik to de- 
fend the action. Ground for bring- 
ing a suit in Paris is that the Swed- 
ish paper circulates here. 

Rolf de Mare, wealthy Swede, has 
backed Borlin’s recitals at the 
Theatre Champs Elysees here sev- 
eral seasons. Newspaper attorney 
argues that what “Volmal’ said 
about the dancer wasn’t a mark 
upon the comments of the critic 
Malberbe of “Le Temps” and no- 
body has sued “Le Temps.” 

On top of that suit Pola Negri 
comes to bat with an action through 
Lawyer Robert Bernstein (brother 
of Henri, whose play “Melo” is a 
hit at the Gymnase): against. the 
continental edition of the “Chicago 
Tribune,” alleging that it misrepre- 
sented her character by saying she 
and her husband resisted the seizure 
of a string of pearls under legal 
process in Berlin. 

Affair happened when Pola and 
her husband, Prince Sergi Mdivani 
were in Berlin. Sam Rachman, 
former millionaire and now an 
agent, sued out a writ of attach- 
ment under claim of $5,000 commis- 
sions resulting in the seizure of the 
pearls, 

Anyhow Miss Negri considered the 
report undignified. So did her hus- 
band on account. of being a Prince. 
Mdivani, who is with the star at 
the Chateau Madrid, Paris hotel, 
where he confirmed the bringing of 
the law suit, although the Tribune 
hasn’t yet been served. 


All-Male Cast of 45 
In New Pigalle Play 


Paris, Feb. 18. 

*“Donogoo-Tonka” is the title of 
a novel play by Jules Romaine, 
which is sheduled for production in 
Baron de Rothschild’s New Pigalle 
theatre in April. 

Play has a cast of 45 men and 
no women and is done in 30 scenes, 
with a change of scenery for each 
scene, 

Theatre has to be especially 
equipped to handle this production. 
Romaine is the author of “Trouha- 
dec” anc. “Knock,” both former hits 
at the Theatre Champs Elysees. 


Radio on French Trains 


Paris, Feb. 18. 
Regular radio reception for pas- 
sengers on French trains has been 
inaugurated on the Paris-Havre 
line. Head phones are attached to 
seats and are available to pas- 
sengers at a charge of 20 cents. 
However, many hours of French 
time without any broadcasting 
makes it necessary to tune in on 
foreign programs frequently. 


ELLA SHIELDS’ JAUNT 


London, Feb. 18. 
Ella Shields sails for South Africa 
Feb. 21. She opens in Johannes- 
burg March 17 and returns in time 
to play the Coliseum here in June. 
Tommy Tucker, American pianist, 
goes as her accompanist. 


Wodehouse on “Musketeers” Book 
London, Feb. 18. 
P. G. Wodehouse is adapting the 
book of “The Three Musketeers” for 
the British production of the music-~ 





al at the Drury Lane, 





BRITISH LEGIT 
FIGHTS RIVAL 
TALKERS 


London, Feb. 18. 
The Society of West End Man- 
agers and the Theatrical Managers’ 


Association, which represents the 
provincial theatres and _ touring 
companies, are banded to oppose 


talkers of stage successes released 
in time to compete with the stage 
versions, 


Whole legit division is disturbed * 
at the harm the talking pictures are’ 


doing to touring productions. What 
was a profitable field is now repre- 
sented by losses. Managers attribute 
the decline of touring troups to the 
custom of. releasing talker versions 


_in the provinces in close proximity 


and sometimes simultaneously with 
stage productions. 


Instances are cited in the cases 
of “White Cargo” and “The Desert 
Song.” 

Both societies are meeting in 


secret this week with the incorpo- 
rated Society of English Authors, 
Playwrights and Composers with the 
object of prevailing upon the writers 
to insist that future talking pictures 
of their works shall not be released 
until after the plays have been pro- 
duced in the West End and have 
toured the provinces for not less 
than two years. 

If some kind of a pledge can 
obtained the associations concerned 
will set about enlisting the co- 
operation of American and European 
writers to a similar end. Trade here 


be 


feels that the authors society will 
not be mnch moved by the man- 
agers’ appeal, because the authors 


and composers can get more money 


from screen rights now than they 
ever can obtain for all the stage 
rights. 


Rural Romeo-Juliet 


London, Feb. 18. 

“Devonshire Cream,” revealed at 
the Playhouse, Feb. 13, is another 
Eden Philpotts comedy, this time 
with a British rural Romeo-Juliet 
plot. 

Piece is well acted but handi- 
capped by an extravagant dialect’ 
which is not generally understand- 


able. Unlikely of success, 
FOR S. A. IN MAY 
Paris, Feb. 18. 
Victor Francen, local matinee 


idol, supported by Suzanne Nivette- 
and Renee Corciade, head'a com- 
pany which sails for South America 
the end of May to play French com- 
edies there. 

Tour, arranged by the Arnaud 
agency, will last three months, and 
includes, of course, Buenos Ayres 


and Rio de Janeiro. 
i? 


LONG TACK’S $2,000 
Paris, Feb. 18. 

Long Tack Sam and his troupe 
open in Madrid Feb. 21 at $2,000 a 
week and then go to Barcelona. 
After a month in Spain the act 
leaves for a 10 weeks’ South Ameri- 
can tour. ’ 

P, B. Arnaud booked the Spanish 
and S. A. tours, 


G. SISTERS WITH HOPE 
Universal City, Feb. 138. 
The G. sisters, brought here from 


Berlin by Universal for Whiteman’s 
“King of Jazz,” are off at U. 


They are lingering here hoping 
to studio connect elsewhere. 


COLUMBIA RECRUITS 
London, Feb. 18. 
Browne and Lavelle have been 
contracted by Columbia Pictures on 
the strength of satisfactory tests. 


Shorts Help Singer 
Paris, Feb. 18. 

Opening April 4 Di Mazzei plays 
a three week date at the CasiD@ 
Brussels. fe 

He is a singer, lately in d¢ mand 
because of his French talking 
shorts. 


—_ 
—— 











Worry is interest paid 
on trouble that may | 
never become due. 








MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 
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ojecting Stage Scenery by 
Vienna Saves $16,000 on 2 Productions 


Feb. 8. 
Projection of stage scenery in 
light and shade, instead of its simu- 


Vienna, 


lation with actual wood, cardboard, 
and expensive scene painting and 
carpentry, is a_ scenic invention 


over here. 
Engineer 
after 


Geyling -and 
Paul Planer, both of Vienna, 
working on this device since 1920, 
have practically perfected it, Max 
Reinhardt has approved at his Vien- 
na theatre, and the Viennese State 
playhouse, the Burgtheater, and the 
Vienna Opera Huuse are also using 
it, with savings of $16,000 on two 
productions alone. 

At the Burgtheater, where “Foer 
Gynt” was mounted, this projected 
scenery saved the house $6,000 and 
“Reingold,” at the Opera House, was 
staged at a cost of $10,000 below 
normal, due to the new lighting. 

Instead of freighting heavy 
ery tour, all that 
with the Planer-Geyling device 
sets of five by inch 
slides and the special projeccor. 


Professor 


scen 
en is necessary 
are 


seven 


In Line of Focus 

Principal difficulty, as explained 
by Planer, is to keep the actors from 
getting in line of focus with the pro- 
jector. This results in blotting out 
part of the background. Inventors 
think they have solved this by plac- 
ing the projector at a very steep 
angie. This means that the scene 
as painted on the glass slide is nec- 
essarily designed a bit out of per- 
spective so that it comes out right 
when projected at the steep angle. 
Planer now uses arc illumination, 
but hopes to have a successful bulb 
projector. 

With economy its prime objective, 
adaptability for fake (but more 
realistic than the present scheme of 
painted backdrop) scenery for pic- 
tures is stressed by Planer, who 
foresees the greatest benefits in that 
field. Local demonstration to an 
invitation audience at the Viennese 
State theatre evidenced that some 
further development is still neces- 
sary. Color and plasticity are al- 
most perfect and, especially for fan- 
tastic backgrounds, the shadow 
scenery proved better than the real 
thing. But in some cases it looked 
unreal and immaterial. 

Its ultimate theatre benefit, when 
perfected, is obvious for general 
economy. 

Description cf this Geyling-Planer 
device is not unlike the lighting 
mechanism in which the Loew cir- 
cuit is interested and which was 
described in last week’s Variety. 
New system is known as Colorama 
over here with M. Messner and F. 
J. Cadenas credited as engineers. 


Private Rehearsal at 
Comedie Wrecked by Nut 


Paris, Feb. 18. 

A semi-private rehearsal at the 
Comedie Francaise of Jean Coc- 
tean’s one-act play, “Voix Humaine” 
(‘Human Voice”), when a “nut,” 
hidden in the balcony shouted in- 
sulting remarks referring to him- 
self as the author's “boy friend.” 

The players resumed after the 
disturber had been given the bum’s 
rush. Supposed the crank had a 
grudge against the author. 

Berthe Bovy does splendid acting 
in the short piece, but it is poor 
stuff with a single character, mere- 
ly an over-long telephone conver- 


sation by a jilted girl with her 
walk-out Icver. It wouldn’t do for 
the States. 


LONDON “APPEARANCES” 

London, Feb. 18. 
“Appearances,” by Garland An- 
derson, American Negro, is to be 
produced here by Mrs. Arthur Bou- 
chier at the Royalty theatre start- 

ing March 10. 

Production will be in the hands 
of Bernard Nedell. Doe Doe Green 
and Nathan Shandell, of the orig- 


inal cast, are coming over for the 
Piece. Anderson got his own financ- 
ing. 


“ROSARY” 500 TIMES 


Amsterdam, Feb. 18. 


Lights: 
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glass 


jant 
of 


- 000. 





; aliens 


riorence Barclay’s “Rosary,” | 
Whi opened in April, 1927, is now 
Past its 500th perfurmance, a very 


unusual record in Holland. 
it was produced at the Vereenigde 
Schouvspeelers under the manage- 


ment of Perre Mols. 





Monks Sue on Mingled 
Hymn and Jazz Disks 


Paris, Feb. 18. 

The Dominican Order of 
Monks permitted a phonograph 
company to make records of 
religious chants in their chapel. 
When the disks were re- 
leased jazz music was recorded 
on the reverse side, opposite 





j 
} 
| 
| 








the monastery rituals, 

Dominicans now 
of these disks is sacrilegious. 
and have asked the court to | 
have. the records seized. Order | 


+? » Ta 
Say tiie Sait 


also is suing for damages. 
Phonograph company it 


was within its contract. 


says 











“SILVER WINGS” SMASH 


Musical From “Broken Wing” Looks | 

Like Year Run in London 
Feb. 
Feb. 
a ten- 


| 

18. 
| 

| 

balance 
| 


London, 
opening 14 | 
Dominien, looks like 
the house for the 
the year. Piece is a 
adaptation of “The Broken 
and produced by 
Waller. 

Show has all the marks of an| 
instantaneous success with review- | 
ers raving over its blending of 
story, music, dialog and lyrics. It’s 
a $100,000 production with first rate 
casting, excellent dancing and all 
the other details on a high scale. 


“Silver 
at the 
for 


Wings,” 


musical 
Wing” 
Clayton & 


is 





PARIS CABARET CHAIN 
IN FINANCIAL TANGLE 


Paris, Feb. 18. 

The Paris night club business is 
in a tangle. String of places was 
taken over last December by 
Paul Santo, night club mogul, on 
behalf of Huntley of the Huntley- 
Palmer biscuit concern, British cor- 
poration. That group has with- 
drawn and the Banque d’Expansion 
Financiere which was concerned in 
the operation has gone into volun- 
tary liquidation. 

The Embassy club has been sold 
to Sabarier while the Florida, Nar- 
guileh and Rat Mort have been 
shuttered. 

Remainder of the ciub chain, in- 
cluding the Perroquet de Paris, Pal- 
ermo and Plantation are being ope- 
rated by Santo, representing the li- 
quidator. The catch-as-catch-can 
system of operating is causing many 
embarrassments, supply people de- 
manding cash for all deliveries of 
material. 

Cash terms is due to fact creditors 
had to settle for 50 cents on the 
dollar, losing 1n aggregate of $160,- 


The Russian Eagle and Tienda, 
where Santo has a half interest are 
going behind $4,000 a month. Club 
business all over is unsteady with 
violent ups and downs. Casanova 
took in $1,400 in two nights and the 
next night grossed just $34. Monico 
has run along at $1,000 a night and 
then dropped to $5. 

One curious detail of the flop is 
that Hartman, decorator of the Rus- 
sian Eagle, has accepted in part 
settlement credit in due bills for 
more than $3,900 in food and drink. 


| the comedian star of ‘Sketch 





Czechoslovakia Bans 
All Foreign Players 


Vienna, Feb. 18. 
Non-resident foreign actors and 
troupes are forbidden to play in 


Czechoslovakia, rule being a meas- 
ure to protect local companies in 
towns near the border. 

An instance is that of a Viennese 
company playing three times a week 
in Bratslava, a Czech culture cen- 
ter near the frontier and about an 
hour by train from the Austrian 
capital. The visiting troupe copped 
all the local amusement budget and 
left the local stock company with 
meagre crumbs. 

Edict does not prevent resident 
from giving performances. 





| troupe. 


Dean's New Piece 
London, Feb. 18, 


and Wise” at the New theatre next 
week. 


| gaged as leading woman for Jack 
Basii Dean will produce “Wealthy | Buchanan's show in his new theatre 





WILL MAHONEY 


in Earl Carroll’s “Sketch Book” 
44th St. Theatre, N. Y. C. 
“Variety” said: ‘Will Mahoney is 
Book. 
How that boy clicks. When 
danced the first-nighters would 
hardly let the show proceed, and the 


| 


he | 


Subsidized German Managers’ Assn 





Plans Elimination of All Agents 
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first act finale was well on its way} 
when Mahoney had to appear from} 
an exit for a quieting bow. 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


$8-512 A HALF 
FOR ACTS IN 
VAUDFILMS 


Paris, Feb. 18. 

About 1,000 vaudevillians are eke- 
ing a meager existence in the 
cheaper class vaudfilm houses in 
Paris and suburbs. 

About 100 such theatres pay $8 to 
$12 for three days’ work, and itisa 
lucky act that gets work three days 
a week regularly. 

Agents try repeatedly to get these 
performers to take up some other 
means of living, and have generally 
been successful with the girls, but 
the men appear to want to stick. 


Clayton-Waller Clinch 
“Frenchmen” for London 


London, Feb. 18. 

Although the Clayton & Walier 
piece, “Silver Wings,” opened at the 
Dominion Feb. 14, Clayton quietly 
sailed two days before on the 
Majestic. 

He is on his way to New York 
to clinch a deal with the Warner 
Brothers and E. Ray Goetz to pro- 
duce “Fifty Million Frenchmen” in 
London. 

Musical is scheduled to follow 
“Dear Love” at the Palace about 
May. Bobby Hawes has been en- 
gaged for the leading role at a 
salary of $1,500 a week and a per- 
centage of the gross. 

Howes is under contract to Dill- 
ingham for the Broadway produc- 
tion of “Mister Cinders,” due when 
the piece ends its London run at 
the Hippodrome March 29. Dilling- 
ham has agreed to Howes’ request 
to cancel the agreement on the 
actor’s plea that a haby is expected 
in the family in July and he is 
reluctant to be separated from his 
wife at this time. . 

Dillingham said he would nego- 








| tiate a new contract when he is 


in London next summer. Howes 
sails for New York to look over 
“Frenchmen” at the end of March. 

Original intention was to end the 
run of “Mr. Cinders” March 15, but 
date was shifted to March 29, due 


to the “Co-optimists” not being 
ready. The Co-op aggregation is 


practically new, with the exception 
of Phyllis Monkman, Dave Burnaby 
and Stanley Halloway. 

Group now comprises Elsie Ran- 
dolph, Mimi Crawford, Elsa Mac- 
Farlane, John Barry, Herbert Mun- 
din, Stuart Ross and Joe Sargent, 
the last named two being Americans 
and originally of the Three New 
Yorkers, 

Dudley Rolph, a “discovery” of 
Henry Sherek, may also join the 
Miss Randolph's presence 
with the company is a temporary 
arrangement. She has been en- 


being 


next fail, the piece probably 
“Sons o° Guns.” 


NEW MAROT HOUSE 


+ 


|; Catise 


Berlin, Feb. 18. 

The first stage of the German gov- 
ernment’s plan to dispense with all 
kinds of entertainment agent is 
seen in the format “Pari 
Nachweis 
Kabaret 
“Mutual! 
Art- 


s 


ion of the 
Engagements 
fur Variete, Zirkus und 
Geselschaft,” meaning the 
Association of Managers 


hel 


and 
ists.’ 
The 


which 


of the 

under direct 
to obtain 

performers in all 


obje« t association, 


is government 
engagements 
branches of 


control, is 


for 


| entertainment without charge to the 


players or the managers. Argument 


|is that the system will do away with 


| the 


| hea 
the 


“racket.” 
World-Wide Plan 
The society already has 23 offices 
operating in Germany, and the ob- 
ject to extend the organization 
the world, with all rep- 
resentatives under fixed salary from 


agent 


is 
throughout 
association 


Advices are that the inde- 
pendent agencies which remain are 


parent 


here 


450 Seater Set for Fall by Caumar-| to cease operations at the end of 


tin Manager 


Paris, Feb. 18, 
Edouard Millon, known as Gabriel 
Marot, and chairman of the Cau- 
martin theatre, plans to open a new 
house with 450 (Caumartin 
also is an intimate establishment) 


| 
seats 


| in the Rue Troyon, near the Arch | 
| de Triomphe, using the ground floor | 


Agents’ Prexy Quits When 


and the basement of a _ standing 
building. 

Idea is to open in the fall. Man- 
agement will be in the hands of 
Robert Gallois, now manager of the 
Comedie Caumartin. 


SEQUEL TO PAGNOL’S 
“MARIUS” COMPLETED 


Paris, Feb. 18. 

Mareel Pagnol has completed 
“Fanny,” designed to replace next 
season the same author’s success, 
“Marius,” current at the Theatre 
de Paris. 

“Fanny” is a sequel to “Marius” 
j and the same characters appear in 
both pieces, 


Pagnol is the author of “Topaze,” 


which opened on Broadway last 
week and was well regarded by 
most of the critics. “Marius” is 


also slated for New York shortly. 


Toto Balks on 15 Mins., 
Gets 26 and Is a Riot 


London, Feb. 18. 

Toto the clown, headlining at the 
Palladium, found himself scheduled 
for 15 minutes’ and threatened to 
quit unless his time was extended. 
Management gave way and the ec- 
centric did 26 minutes of the “most 
amusing buffoonery the house has 
seen in many a day. 

Toto will continue with his longer 
time and management wanted to 
hold him, but he is due at the 





| 


| 


| 


} 








this year. 

The so-called “joker” in the 
scheme, according to its interpreta- 
tion by performers, is that it is de- 
signed to shave salaries of acts to 
pay the operating costs of the so- 


| ciety and the agents serving as goat 


for the enterprise. 


Members Start Double-Xing 


Paris, Feb. 18. 
president of the 
agents’ association, 
resigned as president when he 
found that advantage was being 
taken by his colleagues to try and 
steal his acts while he was devoting 
his time to their interests. 

No new president has been elected 
and the association is not showing 
any activity. 


P. B. Arnaud, 
new booking 


Paris Gaming Spot, Dark 
For Years, to Reopen 


Paris, Feb. 18. 

The Parliament finance committee 
voted 12 to 6 to reopen the gam- 
bling casino Enghein, about 15 min- 
utes from Paris and closed for 
years. 

Place is controled by Ducis who 
also runs the Municipal Casino at 
Nice. Parliament's approval prob- 
ably will be necessary before the 
casino can be lighted, but that 
formality is expected to involve no 


difficulty. 
Enghein likely to prove heavy 
opposition te Cercle Haussman, 


operated by Francois Andre, casino 
king who runs the Monte Carlo 
establishment and that at Deau- 
ville. 


Toscanini Sailing for U. 8S. 
Paris, Feb. 18. 
Arturo Toscanini, Italian con- 























Hansa, Hamburg, next week, start- duc tor at the Scala, Milan, is due 
ing a month’s stay. From there he in New York with the arrival of 
goes to the Scala, Berlin, for another | t?@ Paris, sailing from this side 
month followed by a fortnight at Feb. 12. 
the Empire, Paris, returning thea dl IIe 
the Palladium. 
Also at the Palladium was the INDEX 
Quatour Vocal Russe Moussorgsky | Weretan . 
quartet of male singers doubling , eee ee oh 
from Chez Taglioni cabaret and do- PICHULES «6. see eee eee e eee 8-34 
ing nicely. Picture Reviews ....... 21-33 
— Film House Reviews.... 3 
NOVEL AS LONDON PLAY | hacemos cee seecéedeas 35-41 
London, Feb. 18. | Vaude Reviews ........ 44-45 | 
“Murder on the Second Floor” is | New Acts ........s00008 45 
near its end at the Lyric. It will eee: otwiu Seat Se ataschue 46-47 fj 
be superseded by Frank Vosper's Times Square .. 48-49 |! 
dramatization of George Stern's sae . . 
novel, “Debonair.” <email aioe a es — 
The author is a woman hiding Ss octtinia Neat sik aie | 
her identity under a man’s name. ieee oe Be theried ch oem te 61-64 j 
Madeleine Carrot! probably will be [Hl Onituary 0000S oe | 
' Correspondence .......+- 68 
ee : Inside— Pictures 52 
$65,000 DROP Secs seers. ane cs 
Fi : SrOTtS ccecoeseoses zl 
London, Feb. 18. t shored ee ere 53 
Syndicate Halls, controlling seven Legit Review co@beseds Ga 
suburban theatres, dropped its prot- Foreign Film News...... 9.7 
its from $200,000 for 1928 to $135 Burlesque . Pe? py om 4° 
000 last year. Radio : rv 63-64 
—— News of Dailies.. 65 
Swedish Cabaret Date Outdoors .- +--+: = 
London, Feb. 18. Le r Lis : 
Chaney and Fox open at tl! BPOTtS pesccdssbteseseces be 
Tivoli cabaret, Oslo, Sweden, in ight Clubs - 
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Expect Peace on U. S.-German Sound; 
Fox Faces Spanish Suit Over Aeo Light 





_— chan + 
- 
Berlin, Feb. 18, TO REBUILD ISLINGTON | 
Karly settlement of the battle be — a 
. aoa i German, Rowsen-Gell on Gainsborough Board 
ween he American ant 7eTrlinia all 
; Balcon Retiring? 
sound patent holders expected : 
here. General and Western Electric London, Fet 
representatives in conferences with Simon Rowson, head of Ideal, and 
the German patent holders are sup William Gell, general manager oO! 
© : Lilet th pal t i iv? i= «al 4 : 
posed to have reached é Gaumont, have joined the Board of 
vhiech is icceptable oO i] Oo} Di tors ¢ Gaal! porous produ 
erned tion unit of Gamount B: Ss 
7 . . T<}j rton ctud o vil) roh ly ea 
Under this, world territory 1s to “anston IOS Wik Prone pao 
“er 1 ; reb It an j is als robah that | 
be divided, with the Americans get- ult and it is also probable that | 
; : cchae] Pale ‘ece he “3 
ting as exciusivé territuries both | Michael Baleon, present head and 


North and South America, United 
Kingdom and Australia. Germans | 
will hold on to all German speaking | : . | 


So a 


ly retire. 


| 
to Germany, Hungary, Austria and 
part of Switzerland. 
It leaves Holland, Italy, Spain and 


the rest of the world open to com- 
petition. 
The lower courts have granted to er 0 On an 


Kinoton and Lorenz the right to 
manufacture and install sound ° . 
equipment using radio tubes for | 

amplification and at the same time High Hat Director 
Klangfilm and Telefunken, holders 

of certain tube patents, are prohib- 
ited from interfering by warning 
exhibitors against use of the Kino- 
ton apparatus, 

Telefunken alleged ai contract 
with Lorenz for exchange of patent 
use was no longer in force and can- 
celled it, which led to the suit be- 
ing brought. 

Rivalry between Telefunken and 
Philips, a powerful Holland con- 
cern affiliated with Lorenz, is be- 
lieved to be behind the litigation. 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. | 
A German technical director on 
;one of the war films in the making 
on the coast is reported using great | 
leare to avoid further contact with | 
anyone who knew him a year ago as 
ia clerk in a Spring street delicat- 
essen, One of his compatriots | 
around the lots is the Hollywood | 
correspondent of the Chicago |} 
“Sonn-tagpost” and devoted several | 
hundred words in one article to an 
expose of the high-hatting. 
“For years I have every week | 
visited a certain delicatessen ete 
' 
| 
} 


| 


Madrid, Feb. 18. 
Action has been brought against 
Fox Movietone News for making 
pictures in Spain by use of the so- 
called Aeo light in recording. 
Tobis is bringing the court action 
as the owners of patents alleged to 


in my neighborhood to make small 
purchases,” he explained. “A very 
polite young German usually waited 


on me. He and I occasionally ex- | 


changed a few words and I was | 
control the art. pleased by his courtesy. Then un- 
Fox has already been enjoined in|/accountably the youngster disap- 


this same regard against making] peared from the store, 
pictures in Germany and Austria. “In June of the year of his de- | 
Tobis suit against Fox is sched- | parture I was called upon to work in | 
uled to be decided March 11, and/a few scenes of the Fox film, ‘Mar- 
should Tobis win the understanding | ried in Hollywood,’ To my utmost 
here is that like actions will be | astonishment lL met the young man 
brought against Fox in every Euro- jagain. Upon my inquiry from him he 
pean country. | 
Fox holds the American rights jam now in pictures, and earn much | 
to these patents but did not buy in |more money than ever before.’ 
the European rights at the time of “I noticed a growing intimacy be- 
the original sale. Locally it is said |tween this young man and several 
that Fox could have bought thejassistant casting directors. I ran 
world rights for $40,000 but turned |across him in many of the other | 
it down. peated and upon one of these occa- 
isions I discovered the young man 
io Wend of Teun | had acquired the title of ‘von.’ The | 
ree @ ; |delicatessenvender had become a 
Tobis Klangfilm-recorded German | nobleman. 


and English productions are being! 
imported to the U, S. even by the 
smallest independent companies to 
run over American talker equip- 
ment, which is barred by court rul- 
ing from Germany. lcompetition. Someone passed me 

Regardless of Berlin dispatches! and I was cognizant of a familiar 
fiitimating a compromise’ with! yoice. Looking up, I gazed into the 
American producers on the picture | eyes of the former delicatessenven- 
situation, Tobis interests declared/der. A half dozen Gérman actors 
here this week that neither Western | literally were hanging to his coat- 
Klectric reproduction nor recording | tails. One passed him his cigaret 
will be permitted in Germany until!case and another was there ready 
American producers follow’ the| with the light. 
precedent established by Warner “Asking an American beside me, 
Bros. and pay for licenses. That is|‘What is this fellow doing here? | 
how the Brothers have been able to|I was quickly informed, ‘Man, | 
show the Jolson picture and others} what's wrong with you, don't you | 
in Germany, it is declared authori-|kKnow that this is the technical di- | 
tatively. rector for this film, and that toda, 

That the stand taken by Major|he will engage about 50 people?’ 
Herron of the Hays office when “A queer feeling overcame me. An 
Western was defeated on the pat-/inner voice told me to leave, but I 
ent issue, and when the Warners| stayed. The yeungster had already 
refused to participate in what they |seen me, but did not let on. With- 
termed “a fight between electric in- |in several hours ne passed me about 
’ js further weakening, is|15 times, but he would not recognize 
also gleaned. me. 

Several other companies, includ-) Lat eee 
ing United Artists, have recently 
made inquiry about the special li- 
cense now required to project West- 
ern recording in Germany. Before} 
he sailed Herbert Brenon, who'! revival of the non-interchangeability 
made “Lummox,” announced that] war. It termed the subject of 
within a few weeks the Teuton ver-| whether it will permit Klangfilm | 
sion will be shown throughout Ger-| recordings to be reproduced over} 
many. | Western equipment here “hypotheti- | 

-aramount has indicated its trend; cal” at this time. 
in that direction by announcing One of the latest of the 
that among foreign stock companies | righters, attracted with bigger in- | 
which it will bring to Hollywood 
will be one from Germany. 

To Herron, who has refused to be 
personally interviewed since the 
the stand taken by Warners and 
the gradual breaking down of bar- 
riers, was submitted several perti- 
nent questions via an intermediary.| Chicago. Brill has a foreign rep- 
The replies were general, the inter-| resentative who is closing for 12 
mediary crediting him with saying | German dialog features and as many | 
that German pictures are not yet! British pictures. 











“Recently I was called to an in- | 
terview at a certain studio. Know- | 
ing that this must mean a nice role, 
[I went there a little early to fa- | 
miliarize myself with the peantnen | 

| 
| 


»? 





terests’ 


popular and are heing used only in 
the smaller houses. 
Western Electric also intimated 2 | 


states 


terests, such as the Schlessinger s. | 
to form for foreign product is the| 
Unusual Photoplay Corp. Headed 
by Dave Brill, who recently had a 
slice in UFA’s American distribu- 
tion, Unusual already has exchanges 
here, in Boston, Philadelphia, and 








ilents in 


official 
amendment to the quota act to pre- 


| £0 from 
to work 
tions, in 
lup, are on the 


| turns 
|} means of dissecting them compara- 


BRITISH NOW HAVE 2 
WAY SQUAWK ON QUOTA 


London, Feb. 9. 


Squawk against the quota has 
broken out again. This time it’s tak- 
ing two forms. 

First, complaint of American 
renting houses is that they can’t get 
British pictures at a pric 
which would get their money back. 
Second, growl by British produc- 
ers themselves, kicking American 
houses for taking junk British si- 
preference to worthwhile 
local talkers. 

Americans allege that by sinking 





moderate 


i their money in a flop picture they 


can scrape out on the cost by cut- 
ting all advertising and exploita- 


jtion, but they haven’t a chance of 
founder of Gainsborough, will short- | getting back their check on the good 
ij} homemade talkers as the producers 


want too much for the negative. 

3ritish producers are crying in 
circles, clamoring for an 
vent pictures not up to standard 
from making the grade. 

Jf an American firm doesn’t get all 
the cheap quota pictures it needs, it 
makes ’em itself. 


FAVORS THRILLERS 


Par. Deems Melos and Westerns as | 


Best Bets for Foreign Field 

Thrillers, melodramas, and west- 
erns are pegged to be made in Span- 
ish, German and French versions by 
Paramount. First to have an actual 
foreign version, sans the least bit 
of dubbing, will be “The Benson 
Murder Case.” Spanish first for this 
one, 

First foreign stock unit to be 
formed by Par. on the Coast is com- 
plete by Spanish list of players. W 


| Tuschinski and J. Carrara Rebalta 


are adapting “Benson.” 





Technicians Abroad 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
First contingent of technicians to 
tadio studios to England 
with Associated Produc- 
the Anglo-American tie- 
way. 


Those due in London, March 6, 


are Joseph McKenzie, cameraman; 
John Burch, assistant director, and 


_ 


*. G. Eisenberg, sound engineer. 
Robert Martin, cameraman, will 


answered laughingly, ‘To be sure, I |8° to England next week, Also sev- 
eral electricians and cutters. 


Screen Paris Play 


Paris, Feb. 18. 

Picture rights of “Arthur,” cur- 
rent musical at the Theatre Daunou, 
have been purehased by Leonce 
Perret, French director, once noted 
in Hollywood, for production. 

Picture will be done on the screen 
with its original Paris theatre cast 
and an English version also will be 
made, 


Stop Russian Film 
Paris, Feb. 18. 
Police prevented Eisenstein, Rus- 


| sian director, from showing his lat- 


est film at the Sorbonne Auditorium 


| because of the heavy propaganda 


angle. 

Director of “Potemkin” Was 
however, allowed to go on record 
favoring color but knocking sound 
in a publie address. 





U. S. to Cut 


ae 


French-Made Talkers May Force 


Loose Good Films 








ACTION ON “NOOK” 


at New Gallery 


London, Feb. 18. 
; “Rookery Nook,” new British & 
Dominion all-talker, is the first 


English picture to win unanimous 
praise on its trade showing and to 


go into a theatre promptly. It open- 
ed at the New Gallery Monday, 
following Warner Bros. “General 


Crack,” which just missed making 
the grade for this country. 

Prompt release follows upon 
Variety’s pointing out the advan- 
tage of quick exhibition instead of 
the British custom of keeping com- 
| pleted pictures on the ice for long 
, periods. 





German Quota 


Flops Again—Not 
Enough Pictures 


Washington, Feb. 18. 


The German film contingent has 
flopped again, says George Canty, 
picture commissioner in a report to 
the Commerce Department. 

For years, says Canty, the Ger- 
j}man government has worked to 
bring about a plan that would be 
“fool proof.” When the new figure 
was set for 1929, starting last 
August, thought was that just 
enough foreign films would be per- 
mitted to come in to stimulate the 
home producers. 
had 420 features with 210 of them 
foreign. However, instead of it 
working out that way, the German’s 
produced 12% less films than thé 
year preceding and a shortage re- 
sulted. Exhibitors are left with 
dates for 26 features and no place to 
get them, says the American offi- 
cial. Foreign productions cannot be 
admitted and there are no domestics 
to be had. 

To make it tougher, present regu- 
lations stopped any carrying over 
from the year preceding which ac- 
tually creates a 60% production 
shortage to be faced. Then came 
sound to further complicate it. 

Iiouses are now being wired with 
the Germans seeminly concentrating 
on this, but thinking little of putting 
some of this money into production. 
Sstimates have it that every first 
and second run house will be wired 
before another year elapses. 

Commenting on the si-uation Mr. 
|Canty says: “Even assuming that 
; fewer features will be required for 
ithe 1930-31 season, in view of the 
llonger exhibition runs of sound 
i films, the supply is inadequate, and 
a material change in the German 
icontingent for the next release 
season, commencing August 1, 1939, 
|}seems absolutely necessary if the 
trade is to make any progress.” 














ritish Film Field 


By Frank Tilley 


London, Feb. 7. 
Checking up on Board of Trade 
registration returns for last year 
shows some curious results. Periods 
overlap to some extent, but until re- 
are published there is No 


ble with the result. 

From the end of November, 1928, 
to Dee. 1, 1929—actually 13 months’ 
survey-—495 features were regis- 
tered. This compares with 778 from 
Jan. 1, 1928, to Dec. 31 of the same 
year, and a reference to figures pre- 
viously given in this department 


| will show how the fall in numbers 
| of features was mainly in the last 


quarter of the year. Subsequent 
figures now given reveal how this 
drop continued. 

Of these 495 features registered 
over the 13 months, 334 were Ameri- 
can, 80 British (60 of these being 
silents), 58 German, 15 French, four 
Russian and two each Swedish and 
Italian. In the Jan.-Dec. period pre- 
viously surveyed, the American av- 
erage was- 4614 features a month; 
in the period now covered it aver 


ages only 259-13 a month. British 
feature averages over the same pe- 
riods were 81-6 against 61-6, a very 
small reduction in quantity com- 
pared with the American, but actu- 
ally a very much greater drop in 
terms of booking gross. 

Reasons for the fewer number of 
features are simple to define. They 
do not include any smaller con- 
sumption of American product in 
terms of money or any effect of the 
quota. They are entirely produced 
by the greatly increased length of 
play period—a change created en- 
tirely by the talker. In the silent 
days almost every theatre, including 
the first-run houses but excluding 
the key theatres, which were very 





Fea- 
four 


and changed over mid-week. 
tures consumption was thus 
features a week per theatre. 
But with the talkers coming, this 
changed not merely to one feature 
a program, but to runs of anything 
from one to four weeks in the first- 
| run houses, and produced a condi- 
(Continued on Page 71) 


+ 
» 4 


Described as Best British Talker,| 


Plan would have | 


few, ran two features to a program 





Paris, Feb. 9. 
While from time to time M-G-M’'s 
Madeleine-Cinema (boylevard show 
| case)holds midnight screenings of 
pictures, the na- 
picture 


Metro’s latest 


tive French industry at 


large wants to know why all the 
good pictures are held back. French 
persist that every so often some 
producer, or director, returns from 
America or London and raves about 


the new Hollywood-made talkers, 


color stuff, etc. But there is no 
proof of it in Paris. 

This may be a sad state of af- 
fairs, but it’s also true. 

There are but two de luxe Amer- 
ican houses here, the Paramount 
jand Madeleine. Latter shows any- 
|thing it pleases, and usually runs 
| anything for months, 
|four new films per year on a_re- 
served seat basis. The Paramount, 
with a weekly change, does ditto in 
unloading Par’s last year’s and even 
the 1927-28 product—and 
them in regardless 

This house gives them the usual 
Publix trimmings in the approved 
Publix manner—no charge for pro- 
grams (a local graft) or charge for 
coatroom service, or any tipping. 
They jam ’em in on a 10:30 to 1:30 
grind, including five de luxe shows. 


What They Get Away With 


For the rest, the Pathe-Natan or 
Aubert-Franco Film houses must 
take anything and still do trade, 
It’s not that Paris is especially un- 
der seated as that they can get 
away with more murder on inferior 
product than any other metropolis 
in the world. Odd for a city that 
rates as the third largest in the 
world and as one of the foremost 
‘cultural and artistic centers Yet, 
such is the case. 

If Aubert gets a good picture, as 
“The Jazz Singer,’ which ran for 
11 months, and currently “Singing 
Fool,” at the Aubert-Palace, he can 
play it until unconscious. By a 
process of elimination, since there’s 
nothing else good to go to, the 
natives wait their turn on a re- 
served seat booking and thus 
patronize only what’s worthy. 

Tiffany has a boulevard show- 
case, the Capucines, but couldn't 
click with some of ’em it’s tried to 
unload here, where it might have 
been wiser to throw in a good pic- 
ture and thus carry the rest of the 
product. 

Same thing goes for Warners 
despite the Jolson successes. They 
tried to unload “Noah’s Ark” at the 
Max Linder, also a boulevard house, 
playing it on percentage, and public 
disinterest eased it out pronto. 
“Lucky Boy” (Tiff), in the same 
house, was booed cff in two or three 
days as a copy of “Jazz Singei 





averaging 


packing 





Just Somewhere to Go 


Yet, the answer is that l’urae 
mount’s. silent, “Showdown, dee 
spite considerable unfavorable com- 
ment, and being frankly whistled 
at in the unmistakable native man- 
ner of manifesting disapproval, was 
held over a second week. And the 
Paramount will still draw, getting 
|} the reserve element which finds it- 
self with no place to go. 

Maybe there’s a more impressive 
and important reason for the 





American distribs holding back 
product, but as pointed out, ~<ince 
they’re so hungry for somewhere 
; to go, it doesn’t matter much At 
least it didn’t until recently. The 
advent of the French talker has 


thrown a new light on it. They're 
flocking to the native dialog flickers 
and maybe the American producers 
i will be forced to throw onto the 
market some of their latest stuff 
But until now French supervisors 
of talkers, French directors with 
and without American training and 
iexperience, but with actual know!- 
edge of what Hollywood has turned 
out of recent months—even taking 
ji the best of last crop 
| which hasn't even percolated here— 
have found themselves perpiexed at 


season's 


not seeing any of these pictures 
They counsel their actor: ind 
producers about how great Ilolly- 
wood’s output has been, and with 
|} pardonable French indignation the 
local industry scoffs at the current 
lerop on exhibition and derisively 
i'wants to know if that’s a s#mple 


Pea 


thereof: if so, that’s nothing to bras 
about. And thev're right 
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Whole Fuller String Goes Talker, 
Sir Ben Coming for U. S. Capital 








Sydney, Feb. 18. 


Every theatre in the Fuller Cir- 
euit is changing from the vaude- 
pevue policy to all-talker program, 
eompleting a transition evident as 
@ tendency for some time. 

Sir Ben Fuller in making the an- 
gouncement expressed his conviction 
that the specialty and revue type 
ef entertainment can no longer 


make any headway against talking | 
upon him|} 


pictures, a view forced 
@uring an unsuccessful battle for a 
year to hold to the older policy, he 
said. 

Fullers intend to throw their en- 
tire capital which represents $15,000,- 
000 into the new policy. The first 
Move will be the renaming of the 
Fullers’, Sydney, the Roxy. 

Sir Ben sails for the United States 
fn April for the purpose of con- 
solidating the company’s film con- 
tracts and also to negotiate for 
American capital with which to ex- 
pand along the new lines, with par- 
ticular reference to the building of 
modern type mammoth theatres in 
the principal centers of Australia 
and New Zealand. 

The Talker Vogue 

No question but that talkers now 
command the theatre here. 

“Rio Rita” is a smash at the Cap- 
ftol, Melbourne, where “Hollywood 
Revue” is in its fifth week at the 
Palace, while in Sydney “The Love 
Parade” (Par) and “The Trespasser” 
(UA) are solid successes. 

It is estimated that $2,000,000 will 
be paid to the Commonwealth in 
film duties in the year ending with 
June, 1930, from imported pictures, 
exclusive of product from England, 
which is free. This represents a 
footage of 40,000,000 feet with the 
500,000 feet or so from England free 
@i the 6-cent duty disregarded. 

Legitimate theatre is badly crip- 
pled by the widening influence of 
the talking screen. Richard Bellairs, 
an independent producer, made a 
curtain speech at the Sydney Opera 
House a few nights ago, in which 
he declared with a good deal of 
heat that America is responsible for 
the unemployment of Australian 
stage players who are jobless on the 
streets while the theatres are oc- 
cupied with “cheap canned drama.” 





FOREIGN TONGUE ACTORS 


RUNG IN ON TALKERS 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Paramount is making a series of 
novelty features for the purpose 
of opening up new fields in the for- 
eign market, 

The method is to take a French, 
Spanish or Italian actor on a tour 
of the studios where they are pho- 
tographed on sets of various pic- 
tures in production. The foreigner 
meets the known players and talks 
with them in his native tongue. In 
the event the actress does not sneak 
the visitor’s language, her part in 
the conversation is later dubbed in 
by a translator. 





DUPONT’S EMELKA POST 


Marks German Effort to Put Co. on 
Sound Basis 


Berlin, Feb. 18. 

E. A. Dupont, director well known 
in the States, has been made gen- 
eral supervisor of Emelka under 
semi-government appointment. 

Move is the first step of the Reich 
toward putting the company, in 
which the government owns a stock 
majority, on a sound business basis. 

Appointment is lauded in picture 
eircles. 


STALK TOURISTS BY FILM 
Feb. 18. 
Lebanese government is contem- 
Plating a film project. Not so much 
for entertainment purposes as edu- 
cational. Object will be to develop 
tourist traffic in Syria. 
A Lebanon special 
visit Egypt. 


SO. AFRICA HOUSE BURNS 
Capetown, Feb. 138. 
Fire destroyed the Theatre Royal, 
Kimberly, Cape Province, Union of 
South Africa, last week. House was 
Owned by the municipality and was 
under lease by African Theatres. 
House was dark when it took fire. 


Cairo, 


agent will 


“MELO” RIGHTS HELD AT 
$25,000 FOR ADVANCE 


Feb. 18. 


Irving Marks, acting for A. H. 
Woods, has bought the American 
right covering stage and half inter- 
est in screen production to Henri 
Bernstein’s “Melo,” current hit at 
the Gymnase. Price is said to be 
the biggest ever paid in a like trans- 
action. 


Paris, 





Version in New York is_ that 
Woods may secure the production 
and picture rights to the Bernstein 
piece, bué has not yet closed. Con- 
tracts were forwarded to Woods, 
but he has not yet affixed his sig- 
nature. The author demands un- 
usual advance royalty rights, first 
payment being around $25,000. 
Woods is of the opinion “Melo” 
would be better as a picture than a 
stage production here. 

Bernstein, too, has some plans for 
an American lecture tour, sug- 
gested by W. A. Brady for spring 
dates. Brady has had an idea of 
importing the original “Melo” pro- 
duction and company, presenting it 
in French in New York. 





FOOL-PROOF SPANISH 


Metro Gets Argentine Elocutionist 


for Dubbing 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 18. 
Metro-Goldwyn proposes to get 


pure Argentine Spanish on the 
sereen when it dubbs dialog. Fol- 


lowing trouble from faculty diction 
in dialog material that has been 
shown here and got adverse reac- 
tion, Metro has proposed a contract 
with Berta Singerman, a profession- 
al elocutionist here and it is near 
closing. 

Miss Singerman should reach 
Hollywood in March if the engage- 
ment is made now. Her job will be 
tto preside over the mike when 
Spanish dialog is worked into pic- 
tures. Plan is regarded as the best 
so far devised to insure natural ac- 
cent for South America. 





B. I. Turns Over 4 to 
FN Without Previews 


London, Feb. 18. 

British International has can- 
celled its scheduled previews of four 
pictures and has turned these over 
to First National for the American 
company’s quota. 

Films involved are: “Song of 
Soho,” “Raise the Roof,” “Romance 
of Seville,” and “High Seas.” 

John Maxwell, head of B.I., is also 
joint head of First National over 
here, 





Spain Open to U. S. Films 


Madrid, Feb. 18. 

Danger of a customs bar to 
American film product in Spain is 
believed to be averted. Idea was 
brought up in political circles, but 
seems to have been defeated. 

Position of a German-Spanish film 
combine may have had some influ- 
ence in settling the question. 

Proposal of a monopoly over 
broadcasting, contract for which 
was up for consideration, has been 
postponed and it is believed it will 
die in the same manner. 





Dutch Go for German 


Amsterdam, Feb. 18. 

All three of the biggest picture 
houses here are playing German 
talkers this week, and the public is 
turning to the allied language with 
interest. Houses are the Tuschin- 
sky, Rembrandt and Royal. 

Advent of German dialog is new 
here, the first sound pictures hav- | 
ing been of American origin and re- 
ceived with varying reaction. 








40 GERMANS DUE 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Forty German producers, directors 
and writers are coming here in June 
to get the low down on American 
sound technique 

Agents of the American Express, 
handling the transportation, are 
making arrangements at the studios 
for their reception. 








At It Again 





Capetown, Feb. 18. 

Local newspaper prints the 
story that Bebe Daniels’ origin | 
has been established as in Jo- 
hannesburg and Richard Dix 
was born in Maritzburg, Natal. 

This seems to be a favorite 
foreign newspaper sport. Not 
long ago discovered 
that Gloria Swanson was a na- 
tive of Melbourne. Before that 
a Budapest publication dug up 
an intricate lot of proof that 


somebody 


Charlie Chaplin was a Hun- 
garian, or maybe it was 
Czecho-Slovakian. 

It is also understood the 
Turkish government has cre- 
ated a commission to gather 
evidence that Jimmy Durante 
wasn't born anywhere near 
Constantinople. 











UA, PAR. DISTRIBUTE 


Paris, Feb. 18. 
United Artists Paris office will 
handle the distribution of Radio 
Pictures in certain territories, in- 
cluding France, Belgium, Switzer- 
land and Italy. 


Radio has agreements covering 
this season’s product with UA, Par- 
amount and local film interests in 
foreign countries for the distribu- 
tion of its talkers, including “Rio 
Rita,” which is to go into every 
civilized land in the world. 

UA is to handle the Radio prod- 
uct for France, Italy, Belgium and 
Switzerland, while Par will dis- 
tribute it for Cuba, Panama and the 
West Indies. 

Other distribution contracts are 
with Reed Hall, representing local 
interests in Bermuda for showing of 
Radio product there and with Cap- 
itol Theatres, Ltd., of Singapore for 
pictures in Dutch East Indies and 
the Strait Settlements. 

“Rio Rita” opened last Saturday 
(Feb. 15) at Hamilton, Bermuda, 
for its first showing outside of the 
United States. 

The entire product of Radio will 
not be distributed all over the world, 
nor will all Radio product be han- 
dled by UA and Par in countries 
alotted, although “Rio Rita” will be 
shown everywhere. Only such pic- 
tures as are considered desirable 
for countries ccvered are to get for- 
eign distribution under existing 
agreements. 


Stol’s Wide Screen 


London, Feb. 138. 

Sir Oswald Stoll, at the Kingsway 
last night (Monday), opened his 
“magnafilm,” wherein the screen 
enlarges automatically to fill the 
entire proscenium opening. 

Standard size film stock was 
rather more clear than ordinary 
projection. Screen unmasks without 
falling flaps, as used by magna- 
scope, being evidently worked on 
spring principle said to have been 
snvented in England within the 
Stoll organization. 

Projector head used is believed 
to be a development from American 
patents heretofore unused and 
brought back by Sir Oswald's son 
on his recent visit to New York. 


Browne’s Film Co. 


London, Feb. 18. 
Maurice Browne, stage producer 
who presented “Journey’s End” and 
recently acquired the Queen’s and 
Globe theatres, plans to enter the 
talking picture field. 











Browne will float a company, 
probably in April. No subjects yet 
stated. 





Kingsway Prologs 
London, Feb. 18. 

As a result of the younger Stoll’s 
visit to the States recently, The 
Kingsway Cinema is to have a se- | 
ries of prologs. 
First of the presentations 
ed yesterday, staged by 
Oumansky. 


open- 
Alexander 


been revised. 
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ia sound device of its own, and the | 
Tobis people who already control 

Germany on sound, except the for- 

mal merger 

Gaumont-Franco has called a 

ecncral tockholder: meeting for 

| March 25, at which time the stock- 

holders will be invited to ratify the 

merger of the two leading French 


FOR RADIO IN SPOTS 


| offing, 


Two Biggest British Disk Co’s 


Partners in Fim Making Plunge 





GAUMONT FRANCO DEAL 
WITH TOBIS HANGING :: 


Nothing 


between 


remains to close a deal 


Gaumont-Franco, French 


producer and operator and owner of 


concerns and also to elect officers. 
Reason why the Tebis deal is not 

closed right away is that there is no 

properly qualified officer of the 


French concern to sign the con- 
tracts, although Albert Kohan, 
banker who is engineering the 


Gaumont merger, has carried on ne- 
gotiations up to the point of signing 
on the dotted line. 


SEEK SPANISH TALENT 


Paramount Party arty Off On Scout 
Trip to Land of Grandees 





Feg. 18. 
William Powells, attorney for 
Paramount; George Boronsky, of 
the picture department of the Mor- 
ris Paris office, and Andre Daven, 
production manager for Bob Kane, 
are off for Spain to scout for talent. 
Object of the party regarded as 
significant due to a good deal of 
uproar in Spain over flawed Span- 
ish dialog duped on American made 
pictures shown in that territory. 


Paris, 





In Kane’s Shorts 


Feb. 18. 

Acts booked for Bob Kane’s shorts 
(in French) include: Marguerite 
Moreno, Drean: Fernand Francell 
and daughter, Jacqueline; Canaro 
tango band with Roberto Rey; Dan- 
dy, and the Plattier Bros, 

Plattiers are now filling a short 
engagement at the Empire before 
they replace the Fratellinis at the 
Cirque d'’Hiver. Fratellinis, after 
‘four years at the Cirque, go on tour 
in the provinces. 

The two Paramount-Bob Kane 
shorts at the Paramount here this 
week are capital and won approval. 

In one Janine Brazine sings Rus- 
sian and French songs, and makes 
a fairly good impression. In the 
other Saint-Granier does a sketch 
disguised as an old woman. 

Audience liked both, reversing its 
opinion of the First Kane subject 
at the same house recently, a caba- 
ret bit. 


Dramatic Dubbers 


Hollywood, Feb. 138. 

Paquita Santigona’s Spanish dra- 
matic company of 11, playing in 
New York, and used by Pathe in 
dubbing “Her Private Affair,” has 
been brought to the coast to dub 
“The Grand Parade.” 

Emil De Recat will be in charg 
of the foreign versions of Doth 
languages. 


Paris, 





French Writers’ Society 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

New authors’ society of French 
cinema writers seems to be in the 
reports George Canty, trade 
commissioner, to the Commerce De- 
partment. 

This follows a series of confer- 
ences wherein writers are demand- 





ing a percentage of theatre grosses. 

M. Delac, acting for the French 
Chambre Syndicale, has refused 
this demand, 





Row Over Censor Dough 


The Hague, Feb. 18. 


ni | The Hague film censorship fee 
has been reduced a quarter, going | 
, . | to 4 cents per 10 feet of film. 
Egypt’s New Film Duty Disposal of a large surplus of 
Cairo, Feb. 18. |cash accumulated during two vear 
Film tariff on imports, previously |of the censor office precipitated a 
assessed on a footage system, has|row and the reduced fee was 4 


termined upon in order to make the 


Ad valorem basis now in use, with|censor self-supporting but 1 
duty 15% of estimated value. | proat. 


London, Feb. 18. 


Mutual irrangements between 
ads ( H Master's Voice and 

i Gramophone which have 

aspect of a merger, are regarded 

jas the preliminar » an important 
| move of these two recording com- 
panies toward film producing, a 

| development of mmense signif- 


icance 


The two concerns now are dis- 
| cussing working agreements which 
| would have much the same effec t as 


amalgamation, since two of the 
Master's Voice directors would sit 
on the Columbia board 

Object of the maneuver is to end 
competitive bidding for disc names 
and to cut competitive costs in 
Northern Europe, principally in 
Scandinavia. Although the person- 
nels of the companies have not yet 





been rearranged it is likely that 
| drastic changes are in the making 
lin order to avoid overlapping of 


managerial function. 

It is known that Master's Voic¢ 
under consideration a plan tq, 
launch into picture producing in a 
big way and Columbia will have a 
hand in this expansion. Association 
of these two concerns in a sound 
picture producing operation would 
have a far reaching influence on the 
whole trade here. 


W. E. SCOFFS AT NEW 
SWISS SOUND THREAT 


Zurich, Feb. 18. 

The Tri-Ergon company of Zurich, 
is renewing its threat of legal ac- 
tion against Western Electric, which 
it claims is an infringement of the 
Tri-Ergon device. 

They have retained a lawyer 
named Smalhout from The Hague 
who has already made gestures 
against American sound people in 
that country. Tri-Ergon people ap- 
pear to have in mind a system of 
making Western Electric take out 
licenses under its patents to operate 
in Switzerland. 

Move comes unexpectedly since 
the Swiss courts have already ruled 
against native concerns in parallel 
cases. One explanation is offered 
that the legal maneuver was in- 
spired by the Tobis people, which 
Smalhout had openly declared is the 
only system which is not in con- 
flict with the Tri-Ergon patents. 

Clifford Smith, European agent 
for the Western Electric company 
scoffs at the gesture. He says West- 
ern Electric will back exhibitors 
who use W. E. equipment to the 
limit with all its resources, 


has 











The Hague, Feb. 18. 

Exhibitors who use Western Elec- 
tric wiring are immune from dam- 
ages for sound patent infringement, 
it is disclosed. Western Electric 
contract takcs care of this phase, 
Tuschinsky, Amsterdam, and Odeon 
here are houses involved. 

Matter came up in lawsuit here 
brought by Kuchenmeister, Ltd., the 
parent com, of Tri-Ergon, Swiss 
sound patent owners who are 
threatening the American company 
in Switzerland. 


Spain’s B. 0. Record 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Laurel and Hardy’s “Ladrones,* 
domestically “Night Owls,” the first 
American-Spanish version to play 
in Spain, has broken all house rec- 
ords in Barcelona. ‘ 

Cable with this info got M-G all 
worked up yesterday. Result, Bus- 
ter Keaton’s “Free and Easy,” kid- 
ding the picture biz, will be imme- 
diately Spanished. 

Keaton and Anita Page, of orig- 
inal cast, will be in the foreign edl- 











tion. Otherwise a complete Spane- 
ish cast. 

Translation has been started by 
Salvatore de Albrich and produce 


tion will go in within 10 days, 





Far Film Venture 


Zurich, Feb. 18. 
A ¢ Swiss expedition partly 
I partly commercial, starts 
thi week for the Himalayas in 
thern India, days of travel bee 


tposts of civilization, 
headed by the Swiss 
rapher Duvanel, who is sub- 
the London “Times,” 
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FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 





In Paris— | 


By Abel Green 





Paris, Feb. 9. | 


They evidence marked displeasure | 


at any theatre by a long, drawling 


whistle of disapproval. Ushers 
don’t dare to interfere and nobody 
regards the more demonstrative 


being partic- 
They often talk back, 
mundane “promoirs” 
the and 


auditors’ reactions as 
niarly amiss. 
be it the 
(standees), or balconyites, 
even the lowe1 
Everybody tango. Nite 
clubs of any size have two orches- 
tras, jazz and tango. If one doubles 
in both, they shift routines at will. | 
Where ofttimes in America a jazz} 
hound walks off because he can’t} 
handle a waltz, here all steppers are | 
expert on all types of hoofing. | 
They tell an American girl by her 
trim ankle or her shoes; a man by} 
his shoes or his long-pointed col- | 
lars. Not to mention by his b. r. 
An Englishman by his gall, especi- 
ally when stewed in tbe nite joints. 
A Spaniard or Argentinian, by his 
extravagance, loudness, sometime 
pugnaciousness and great desire to 
escort more than one gal around 
town. Argentinians and Americans 
are the best spenders, 
Eating is the top indoor sport. 
They eat on the slightest provoca- 
tion. True, the breakfasts are light; 
just coffee and the native “brioche” 
(bun); no eggs. For luncheon, how- 
ever! Two hours of it. Hors 
d'oeuvres, then either “oeufs co- 
cotte” or “oeuf jambon” (small ham 
and eggs) or other forms of eggs, or 
a fish, this to precede a sturdy gril- 
lade or meat dish. Then cheese; 
then, desert and coffee, with beau- 
coup du vin in between. Maybe tea 
again for the more leisurely at five 
bells; if not, an aperitif at six or 
eight, meaning more coffee, possibly 


floor occupants, 


does the 





i with the franc 


a light sandwich, or as the word 
;aperitif really means, appetizing 
'drinks. Then dinner at 8.30, with 
the heavy routine all over again. 
Sidewalk cafes crowded at all times 
and all hours. 

You miss most t corner drug 
store for that quick sandwik h-and- | 


java. 


franes (12c.) which, 
tip, makes it 16c. for 


coffee for three 


a cup of coffee you'd get for a jit 
|home and not as good, and with} 
more time wasted, Time is what} 


they have nothing else but in Paris. 
Nuts About Dogs 
love dogs. Crazy 


They about 


canines. 


sees is a 
for the swanky Jenny’s customers 
which that couturier. (slang for 
modiste) built for her patronesses’ 
bow-wows. Dog acts go great on 
any bill; so much so that they book 
two and three on the same layout. 
May be not good booking, but dog- 
acts are cheap and they cater toa 
public preference. 

You quickly become accustomed 
to those sidewalk roundhouses 
which so astonish new worlders but 
which you don’t even notice after a 
while. 

The photo-mugging racket in the 
nite clubs during the season is a 
great gaz. A buck a throw for a 
quick flashlight, with the house get- 
ting a cut, of course, and every 
tourist sending back prints to rela- 
tives to show them actually acting 
naughty in gay Paree. Swell swin- 
dle ‘specially on galas, Xmas and 
New Year’s eves, etc. 

You pay almost as much for 
Scotch and gin and “foreign” whis- 

(Continued on page 45) 





London 


Chatter 





London, Feb. 9. 


Anthony Asquith takes a kick at 
American talkers in his new film. 
Situation. is American talkers won't 
waste their time taking kicks at 
Anthony Asquith. 

Some of the stage folks are lay- 
ing off the New Year charity lists 
with the Hatry crash the excuse. 
Wall Street crash Is doing for an 
“out” over here, too. 

Monica Ewer, authoress of “The 
Best of Two Worlds,” holds down 
the film box at the “Daily Herald” 
until the change of management 
due shortly. 

Immediately they kill him off in 
“Bitter Sweet,” Alan Napier will 
trip around to Daly’s to do his 


stuff in “This Way to Paradise” 
nightly. 

American diplomatte stenogs, over 
here for Naval Conference, got 
photographed with the Horse 
Guards, and thought they'd gate 
crashed society. 

“Tiptoe Through the Tulips” 


vogue song of the moment. 

Birmingham is killing off its par- 
rots. An owner died of fever. 

Sam Eckman, of Metro, is putting 
up golf prizes for the film lads. 

Cochran threatens his next revue 
minus “Cochran’s Young Ladies.” 
Says the type is getting scarce. 

They offer you tea while waiting 
to see Earl St. John, general man- 
ager of Paramount’s Plaza, 

Binnie Hale out of “Mr. Cinders” 
for rest. Doctor’s orders. 

Cavalli, Seho restaurant. propri- 
etor, banished to Continent. Home 
Office refuses to state reason. 

A rearrangement of the vaudeville 
agency map is looked for this 
spring. Disintegration and new al- 
liances scheduled. 

I-ffie Atherton is the latest cabaret 
rage, 

Limehouse is coming into its own 
again. 

Dolores says she’s going to marry 
her fourth. 

“Evangeline” took in $10 one per- 
formance at the Piccadilly. 

Chorines as Kaffirs round the sup- 
per tables these days. 

Theodore Dreiser seems to be 


tance for inside dope on the 


fashions. 


new 


Francis Mangan’s stage shows at 
the Plaza (Par house) are the near- 
est thing to Roxy this side. 

The fact Fox grabbed Jillian 
Sande has put new ‘life into the 
rest of the studio girls. 


Bob Sheriff's next play will circle 
around cricket, the national game. 

George Bancroft’s “The Mighty” 
broke house records at the Plaza. 

Eugene Goosens’ sister is playing 
in the Coliseum’s symphony or- 
chestra. 

Gabrielle Casartelli is out of 
“Milestones” to play Ophelia. Joan 
Harben deputizing. 

Jean Adrienne, Continental dancer; 
is getting a break in British musi- 
cals. 

Harry Lachman’s been on a 
reading plays marathon for a fort- 
night. 

Simmy Rowson’'s stunt of giving 


a Mickey Motise ‘tea party netted 
more space than all the rest of 
the cartoons in the film industry 


put together. 

Sari Maritza a new British talker 
discovery. 

Daily Mail published a_ large 
photo of audience at premier of new 
play taken’ by ordinary theatre 
lighting. Picture shows  bald- 
headed man covering face with his 
hands. You never can tell. 

Frank Glenister, manager London 
Pavilion; just celebrated 70th birth- 
day, old West End manager, and 
still going strong. 

Short-distance messages delivered 
by taxi drivers found more speedy 
than if telegraphed. 

The dinner jacket’s coming. back 
again—on the ice rinks. 


Phyllis Shande, in the Godfrey 
Tearle piece, is the comedian’s 
daughter. 


Cyril Maude, veteran actor, is the 
latest to take up the talkers. Says 
he’s off to Hollywood. 

Jacqueline Logan’s making 
sonal appearances. 

Jack Strachey, composer, is syn- 
chronizing for British International. 

The members cracked a_ bottle 
with Mrs. Meyrick when she visited 
the 43 Club immediately on leaving 
prison. 

Folks are wondering, now 


pe r- 


their 





dabbling in English journalism. 

Sybil Thorndike’s the latest to get 
a slant on spiritualism. 

John Drinkwater has a 
stamp album. 

Paul Robeson’s reminiscences to 
be published as soon as he plays 
Othello, 

Backstage at the Victoria Palace 
becoming the new rendezvous for 
film people. 

Girls are calling Paris long dis- 


classy 





split with the Gramophone Co. is 
pretty certain, where British Do- 
minions, talker unit, is going to find 
its next rich uncle. 

Anyone who can keep awake right 
through it has a chance to see “Man 
and Superman” in its entirety. Shaw 
himself kept away. 

British talker companies are get- 
ting ideas. They tab the local trade 
press reviewers and write to the 
bosses, enclosing ad copy; asking for 


(Continued on page 66) 


Here they sit down and wait | 
for service, getting a demi-glass of | 


In front of Louis Vuitton’s | 
establishment on the Champs Ely- 
“dog-bar,”’ a water-trough | 





| 16 Yrs. Without Buying 


Copenhagen, Feb. 9. 
the story of a man _ who, 


dressed in a stagehand’s white 
overalls, has watched 4,500 
performances at the Royal 
Theatre entirely free of charge. 

It began 16 years ago when 
man, poor but 
struck, approached one of the 
senior stagehands and told him 
of his desire to find a way into 
the theatre cheaper than that 
of buying a seat. Moved by 


} 
| The talk of Copenhagen is 
' 
| 
| 


a young stage- 


the young man’s enthusiasm, 
the stagehand agreed to fini 
him a chair backstage. 

The following evening the 


young man, Thomsen by name, 
|! donned white overalls and ac- 
companied his stagehand friend 
to the theatre, where he was 
| introduced as a new assistant. 
He’s been there ever since. 











ANTI-DANCE CAMPAIGN 


Holland’s Killjoys On Rampage— 
Mustn’t See Dancers From Street. 





The Hague, Feb. 9. 

Holland is full of killjoys. As 
their efforts to enforce prohibition 
have failed, they are now turning 
their attention to dancing. Curious 
aspect is that the mayor of a 
Dutch city is, in a way, the su- 
preme authority in the grant of a 
license, being also chief of police. 

At Amsterdam the Town Council 
is pro and the mayor is anti-danc- 
ing, while at The Hague it is just 
the. reverse. 

At Amsterdam the mayor was 
forced to give a few permits to first- 
class hotels and restaurants, but 
gave them reluctantly and with a 
string of restrictions. The dancing 
couples are roped off from the au- 
dience like boxers in a ring. 

At The Hague dancing in public 
places may not be visible from the 
street. 

Still the Puritan killjoys are not 
isatisfied and owing to their activi- 
ties a royal commission will be ap- 
| pointed to investigate this problem 
and all its tangles. 











“Tempest” Poorly Staged; 


Falconnetti in Classics 


Paris, Feb. 9. 

Guy de Pourkales is the trans- 
lator of the French version of 
Shakespeare’s “The Tempest” 
(“Tempete”), now at the Odeon. 
Mounting is poor, with music by G. 
Honegger played by the Lamour- 
eux orchestra. 

At the Maison de l’Oeuvre there 
is likewise a Shepespearean season 
with a French edition, by G. Duval, 
of “The Comedy of Errors,” pre- 
sented by Pauline Pax and M. Barr. 

Mile Falconnetti has withdrawn 
the Russian drama, “Rust,” at the 
Theatre de )’Avenue, and is giving 
a classical season for a couple of 
weeks, reviving “es Caprices de 
Marianne,” of Alfred de Musset, and 
“Annette et Lubin,” one-act eigh- 
teenth century comic opera by M. 
and Mme. Favart. Falconnetti plays 
the leads in both, the work, perhaps, 
being a bit too heavy for her. 





‘Drop Posters When Extra 
Tax Is Slapped On 


Paris, Feb. 9. 

Municipality of Macon, of wine 
growing fame, having voted an ad- 
ditional tax on posters, theatrical 
directors and exhibitors have de- 
cided to suppress all billing matter. 

Federal stamp on posters (print- 
ed or manuscript) is about 12c a 
one-sheet and pro rata, 

There is also a municip@l stamp 
tax in Paris now of about a quarter 
the federal rate on this type of ad- 
vertising. 


Americans Abroad 


Paris, Feb. 9. 
Ernest Davis, William Mengel- 
berg, Jeanne Kithnou, Trevis Ban- 
ton, Katherine Hooper, Allan Ross 
MacDougall, Horace Heidt’s band, 
Edward Meyer, S. Jay Kaufman. 
Bill Tilden, II, Gerard Swope, 
Arlette Marchal, Marcel de Sano. 


MONTH TOUR FOR RAQUEL 
Paris, Feb. 9. 

Raquel Meller, after her engage- 
ment at the Casino, Brussels, goes 
on a month's tour of Holland and 
Germany. 

These date follow her Paris con- 
cert engagements. Mlle. Meller is 
lgetting $600 a day, 








| 





|-Paris 


—— 


Budapest Plays 





Budapest, Feb. 7. 
Walter Hasenclever’s new satiri- 
cal comedy, “Nepoleon Interferes,” 
was the first presented here in Hun- 
garian previous to its presentation 
in Germany. It is very amusing, not 
so much for its political satire, but 
rather for the naturally comic sit- 
uations, 
Wax image of Napoleon, in a 
waxworks, come to life. The 
wax figure of Landru, the man who 
murdered 11 women and who was 
guillotined, tries to convince him 
that he had best not meddle with 
this period, but Napoleon won't let 
himself be dissuaded and goes forth 
into present-day Paris. He tries to 
interfere with the League of Na- 
tions, is just going to sell Europe 
to the Tinited States and big money, 
represented by a multi-millionaire, 
supposed to be a typical American, 
but to no avail. Then he falls into 
the throes of an actress named 
Josephine, who makes him act the 
part of Napoleon in a motion pic- 
ture. In the course of this he finds 
out that a hundred-odd years ago 
Josephine, his wife—acted in the 
picture by Josephine, the actress— 
deceived him, a historical fact ig- 
nored only by Napoleon himself. He 
is so upset at the information that 
he strangles the actress and after a 
short stay at a lunatic asylum re- 
pairs again to the waxworks, con- 
tent to stay on a pedestal to be 
stared at for the rest of his life. 
The play, produced at the Belva- 
rosi theatre with Somlay and Mar- 
git Makay in the principal parts, 
had much success. At least it must 
be considered so in these days that 
are so hard upon theatres. 
In has a good chance in 
country. 





“The Venus of Biarritz,’ new mu- 
sical comedy with book by Kardos 
and music by Szenkar, new, flopped 





every 





in spite of great expectations. Musie 
is nice and not without distinction, 
but the book is just too silly. Has 
to do with the nude portrait of 2 
lady—seen from behind—discovered 
by a Polish artist asleep on a Biar- 
ritz beach. Three acts are too long 
to discover the nude model's iden- 
tity. 





' 

Vigszinhaz presented a _ serious 
and important drama, “Alice 
Takats,” by Dezso Szomory, one of 
the most gifted and representative 
highbrows of Hungary. Play is 
about a woman physician who kil's 
an incurable patient with morphine, 
She is too scared to take the con- 
sequences, so the young doctor, in 
love with her, takes the crime upon 
himself and goes to prison. Woman 
falls in love with the son of a pro- 
fessor and when the doctor who 
sacrified himse!f comes out of prison 
and wants to marry her she informs 
him that itis too late, she is going 
to have a child whose father is the 
professor's son. This doesn’t go to 
prove her an admirable character, 
|but the psychology of the play is 
such that she is very human. 

But very little action and many 
words, although beautifully written, 
Szomory is more a poet than a 
dramatist, but the play is interest- 





ing and can count upon success 
among people for whom, for in- 
istance, “Strange Interlude” had a 
strong appeal. 

Frida Gombaszogi, who did “In- 


similar 
The entire 


a somewhat 
character, has the lead. 


| terlude” 
jou is excellent. 
| 


here, 





LaReine to Paris 
Fred LaReine, agent, 
| Paris March 7, 
He will carry a list of American 
acts and attempt European place- 
ments. 


sails for 





Russian “Blue Bird” Co. 
Clicks on Belgrade Return 


Belgrade, Feb. 8. 

The “Blue Bird” Russian the- 
atrical company opened well at the 
Casino last week after an absence 
from Belgrade of over three years. 
Theatre is a picture house, but is 
also used for plays and has been 
doing heavy business with this im- 
portation. 

Company is headed 
Juzhni, acting as m. ec. and gives 
pantomimes, ballets and sketches. 
Show will be taken to the principal 
cities of Jugoslavia, especially 
where there are sizeable Russian 
colonies. 


by M. I. 


TWO PLAYS DUE 


Paris, Feb. 9. 
Somerset Maughan’s “Lady Fred- 
erick,” adapted by Horace de Car- 
buccia, will be produced at the 
Athenee after the run of “The Let- 
ter.” : 
“Princesse Czardos,” operetta by 
Emmerich Kalman, wiil be played 
in French at the Trianon Lyrique 
the end of this month. 


Egypt 


By Edward Asswad 


Cairo, Jan. 30. 

Ruth Deyo, pianist and composer, 
has left here for America. She ex- 
pects to return in about six weeks. 
While in New York Miss Deyo will 
make the preliminary arrangements 
for the production of her music 
drama which she has been working 
on here for the last few years. 

Miss Deyo is making arrange- 
ments for the production of her 
work at the Metropolitan Opera 
House in the autumn of 1931. Those 
interested include Otto Kahn, Leo- 
pold Stokowski, director of the 
Philadelphia symphony, and Mrs. 
Henry White, wife of the American 
Ambassador to France. 





Cecile Sorel attracted large 
houses in Alexandria at the Al- 
hambra.: Troupe traveling by land 
to the Syrian State. 





A big fire in Aleppo, Syria, 10 
days ago at the Pathe picture the- 
atre. Blaze also consumed the 
Egyptiana theatre. 


Council of ministers of the Syrian 
states has decided to abolish the 
tax of 10% on theatres and cab- 
arets. 


Amin Atalla’s company has ar- 
rived at Beyrut and will play the 
whole of the Ramadan month. This 
engagement has been sécured by 


| Khadr El Nahas, Syrian impresario. 


Latter is also making arrange- 
ments with Neguib Rihani, known 
as Kish Kish Bey, to bring his com- 
pany to Syria and the Lebanon dur- 
ing April. 





Suez Canal Company proposes to 
open a Casino, as well as a sports 





stadium, at Port Fuad. 


——- 


| Emmy Destinn’s Funeral 
A Nat'l] Event in Prague 


Prague, Feb. 7. 

Body of Emmy Destinn, famous 
Czech opera singer, who died in 
Budweis, was brought here for in- 
terment and the funeral became a 
national affair. 

Soloists of the Czech national the- 
atre, serving as a guard of honor, 
wore banners on which appeared 
the names “Aida,” “Libusa” and 
“Sarka,” roles in which Destinn had 
appeared. 

One of the numerous wreaths was 
sent by President Masaryk. Lead- 
ing persons of the government and 
society attended. 

Burial was in Vyserhrad cemee 
tery, where rest noted Czech pere 
sonages. 


Weather 


Washington, Feb. 18, 
Weather Bureau furnishes Vae 
riety with the following outlook for 
week beginning tomorrow (Wed.): 
Partly cloudy and warmer Wed- 
nesday. Thursday and Friday probe 
ably colder followed by showers Fri« 
day night or Saturday. Slightly 
colder Sunday. 
Sees 


BETH BERRI IN REVIVAL 
Paris, Feb. 9% 

Beth Berri, now Mrs. Mark 
Hanna, has gone to Brussels on'a 
three months’ contract to appear ‘in 
“Rose- Marie.” Operetta is very 
popular on the Continent and is hee 
ing done anew in Belgium. 

Young Hanna, distantly related to 
the Cleveland Hannas, is with 
Paramount in the Orient, headquar- 
tered in Calcutta. He-is due here 
to join his wife whom he married 
in Calcutta following her tour “in 
the Malays. 





DECORATED BY QUEEN 
Belgrade Feb. 7. 
Madame Robinne and Alexandre, 
of the Comedie Francaise touring 
Jugoslavia, were honored by Queen 
Marie, in the name of King Alexe 
ander, with the educational Order 


of St. Sava, during their engage- 
ment here. 
They did “The Elopement,” by 


Duvernois, and “Mon Ami Teddy.” 


Actors’ Troupe Touring 
The Hague, Feb. 7. 

Schouwtooneel Company, under 
the management of two actors, Van 
der Horst and Jan Musch, are pre- 
senting for the first time in Hol- 
land Maxim Gorki’s “Children “of 
the Sun,” written in 1905 and transe 
lated from the Russian by Josineé 
C. Termaat. 

Troupe is now on tour. 
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Hollywood Take the Best of Their 


Screen Talent—Main Need Is Showmen 


Paris, Feb. 9. 

With the bankers now vitally 
mixed up in pictures, the best avail- 
able talent will not be permitted to 
go to America apparently for any 
French versions to be made in Hol- 
lywood. French producers are in- 
tent on keeping everything pos- 
sible, appreciating the need for 
showmen which currently figures 
as the gravest situation in the 
French business. 

They lack showmen over here 
who appreciate what it takes to 
handle production, theatres and dis- 
tribution. So far, everybody has 
mixed up in more than one of these 
branches. But while the French 
field is not as big as America, the 
same conditions are applicable; 
more so now that things are ex- 
panding and developing. The bank- 
ers, although not showmen, are now 
endeavoring to accomplish this very 
differentiation of interests. 

With an eye to the necessity for 
showmen, Jean de Limur is being 
retained by Pathe-Natan at a fig- 
ure he couldn’t refuse, although the 
ex-Paramount director had _ bids 
from America. His contract also 
calls for a six weeks’ annual vaca- 
tion with all expenses paid to per- 
mit him visiting his favored Cali- 
fornia, although he recognizes that 
the bankers appreciate his trip to 
the studios would not be without 


beneficial qualities as to the new 
developments there. 
De Limur has_ just finished 


Adolphe Menjou’s bilingual French- 
English talker and is going to do 
a French musical revue, the first 
French-made musical. It will em- 
ploy the various English dance 
troupes out of the current revues, 
some of which rate highly, notably 
the Jackson girls. 
France’s Foreign Versions 


Pathe-Natan indicates a serious 
intent for its talker activities in 
planning English and other foreign 
language versions generally. This 
differs with the policy of Bob Kane, 
who, with Paramount backing, is 
only making French talking shorts. 

Kane will also go into Spanish 
versions for the Latin market when 
he gets Western Electric equipment 
into his Joinville studio. Right now 
Kane uses RCA Photophone at 
Gaumont’s Paris studios. 

Gaumont also, like Kane, con- 
fines itself to French, with possibly 
German and Spanish alternates 
later on, letting English alone on 
the theory it couldn’t turn out any- 
thing good enough, as yet, to com- 
pete with the American product. 

Menjou differs. He is optioned 
to Pathe-Natan for another fea- 
ture to be made—if he does it—in 
Italian and Spanish. He is pro- 
ficient in all these languages. 
Counting the regular silent version, 
this would make five versions of the 
Menjou feature. He has American 
bids, also stage offers in London 
and New York, which may switch 
his Pathe tie-up. He returns to 
America in March, or early April, 
regardless, following the opening 
of his picture here at the Mari- 
vaux. 

Like de Limur, Robert Florey, 
former Metro director, is being kept 
in Paris by Pierre Braunberger who 
has a tie-up with a circuit of the- 


‘atres to turn out talker specials 


for them regularly, the theatres 


“practically underwriting him. Louis 
')Mercanton is another director with 
«(British-American training who is 


being retained in France for na- 
tive production. 

And that is the general picture 
of the French film trade to date. 
Everybody’s marking time watch- 
ing what new developments ensue. 

Indicators 

Menjou's picture success or fail- 
ure will be one criterion. The ac- 
tual closing of the details of the 
Franco-Aubert-Gaumont merger 
and Pathe-Natan’s several talker 
productions are others. Three talker 
companies are working simultan- 
eously at this writing in Joinville. 
A visit to the studios, after six 
weeks’ interval, indicates much 
technical progress. 

Pathe-Natan, through Natan him- 
self and via one of those press 
agents’ denials, scoffs at the Variety 
report of P-N ultimately going in 
With Franco-Gaumont-Aubert. It’s 
mevertheless a strong probability 
and by others regarded here as al- 
most inevitable for general 





trade | 





Rome Hasn’t Forgotten 


Niblo and “Ben-Hur’’ | 


Rome, Feb. 4. 

Among the most notable films re- 
cently here is Fred Niblo’s “Adrienne 
Lecouvreur” (M-G), original Ameri- 
can title being “Dream of Love.” 
Despite critics finding fault, the 
film is praised and is drawing a big 
public. 

Niblo is still a bit of a myth here 
in the cinematographic world, which 
has not yet forgotten the time when, 
a few years ago, he made some 
thousands of meters of a trial reel 
for “Ben-Hur” and sailed Roman 
galleys in the Roman port of Anzio, 
to the delight of the population. 

“Lilac Time” or “Seven Eagles” 
(FN), known here under the title of 
“Le Sette Aquile,” is a success at 
the Capronica. Critics say “the 
synchronization is effected with 
taste and art without those excesses 
of high tonality witnessed in certain 
other American films which might 
justify their being called noise films 
rather than merely sound films.” 
Colleen Moore comes in for much 
praise. 

“Women of the Sea,” or “Femmine 
di Mare,” and “Noah’s Ark” are two 
other American sound films enjoying 
successful runs in Rome. 


GOV'T FILM DEPT. AS 
CURE FOR SOCIAL ILLS 


e Paris, Feb. 9. 
French government, as with its 
colonization propaganda films, will 
foster a special company to pro- 
duce propaganda and educational 
films on anti-alcoholism, hygienics 
and social ailments. Especially the 
latter, because official statistics in- 
dicate an abnormal increase semi- 
annually after the New Year’s 
whoopees and Bastille Day (July 
14th), similar to our Fourth of July. 
Official representatives from the 
various French picture companies 
were invited to attend the confer- 
ence, but it was decided that a sep- 
arate unit would be founded for 
that purpose. 





Spain Honors Hays’ Sec’y 
For Screen Protection 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

Mrs. Irene Crisp, secretary in the 
local Will Hays office, has been 
decorated by the Spanish govern- 
ment in recognition of her efforts to 
keep misleading material out of pic- 
tures having to do with Spain. 

Spanish government’s recognition 
of Mrs. Crisp’s service was because 
of her personal effort in following 
through on every possible angle that 
might be offensive. 





4 Out of 5 


Belgrade, Feb. 8. 

Of five wired houses here only 
one, the Corso, is using the German- 
made Tobis equipment. The Ko- 
lorac and Casino, of the Kolorac 
group, are W. E. equipped, and the 
two theatres, on two different floors 
of the same building, which togeth- 
er form the Luxor, are both using 
Biophone installations. 

Hence four American equipments 
are in local use. 





MANILA’S GROUP 
Manila, P. I., Feb. 1. 

Film Exhibitors’ Association was 
formed here last month, with the 
membership generally consisting of 
the theatre operators who can't af- 
ford to wire. 

Tentative officers elected were Dr. 
Jose Eduque, Jose S. Galvez and 
Lorenzo Bautista. Purpose of the 
association is business and social. 





protection. It may also be that the 
P-N and F-G-A rival groups will, 
if remaining apart, create some 
keen competition for the general 
good of the French picture industry. 

Then the advent shortly of some 
of the Hollywood-made French ver- 
sions, with Chevalier’s “Love Pa- 
rade” probably the advance guard, 
will be something else again. 


STUDIOS’ HARD WINTER 


Constant Mist Has Halted All Ex- 
teriors—Nice the Best Spot 


Paris, Feb. 9. 

Climatic conditions are raising 
havoc with picture’ production 
around Joinville. Weather has been 
Londonish all winter and days have 
gone by when the quickest of ex- 
teriors, such as boulevard scenes 
of another period, and similar stuff 
had to be abandoned and done in- 
doors. 

Nice is regarded as the ideal 
studio location over here. Franco 
Film has an excellent studio there 
but doesn’t use it much. With the 
Franco-Aubert-Gaumont mérger it 





iwill most likely be equipped soon 
iwith Gaumont wire for sound. 


'M-G UNLOADING SILENTS 
IN FRENCH SHOWCASE 


Paris, Feb. 9. 

Stuck with a flock of silents be- 
cause of the quota wrangle, Metro 
piled up some good non-sound films 
with the sudden advent of sound, 
and Allen Byre, Metro‘s chief in 
France, found himself holding a cel- 
luloid hag. However, Byre now sees 
a ray of hope with Jacques Haik’s 
Olympia opening with “Trail of 
98,” then “Student Prince” and the 
rest of M-G-M’s silent product on 
week stand changes instead of runs. 

Byre is anxious to unload his si- 
lents as fast as possible. Having a 
boulevard showcase, the Olympia, he 
believes the rest will be easy and 
that there are enough provincial 
houses which can play silents. Byre, 
just back from a tour taking him to 
Egypt, Morocco and Tunis, where 
French pictures are played, found 
that “Dancing Daughters” (silent 
version) topped “White Shadows,” 
an especially popular M-G-M re- 
lease, by over 30,000 francs in 
Tunisia. 











Haik’s Wire 

Haik is wiring his Olympia with 
his own Radio-Cinema equipment, 
he states, but also confides that it 
wouldn’t surprise him if he might 
use Western Electric ultimately. 

The Olympia will be a 2,000-seater 
on the Boulevard Capucines, practi- 
cally around the corner from the 
Hotel Scribe and right in the heart 
of things. House has been expe- 
riencing considerable difficulties with 
labor, plus delay on a cooling sys- 
tem and acoustics, American fea- 
tures of Haik’s venture. 

With the Olympia becoming the 
showcase for Metro's silents, Haik 
also exhibiting some of his own 
talking shorts, Byre counts on un- 
loading Metro silents in style. As 
the pictures will have been shown 
almost everywhere else in the world 
but France, notoriously late in get- 
ting decent American film product, 
it wouldn’t be worth while sounding 
these silents just for the French 
market, hence the urgency to unload 
pronto. 

Arthur Loew has advised -Byre 
that Metro will have at least 30 
French-dialoged or sound synchro- 
nnized features suitable for this 
market by next fall. Already “The 
Duke Steps Out” is being French- 
dubbed. Laurel-Hardy comedies, 
popular here, are also being French- 


dubbed. As part of the general 
scheme, Hearst-Metrotone News 


will issue a French edition. 





Figure Rome Meetings 
As Good Film Propaganda 


Paris, Feb. 9. 

Harold Smith, Will Hays’ local 
representative, is now in Rome act- 
ing for the industry at the executive 
sessions of the Educational Cine- 
matographic Institute, the official 
Italian-endowed cine unit which 
Mussolini endorses for film educa- 
tional purposes. 

Chief recommendation is the abo- 
lition of all taxes on educational! 
films. While it means nothing to 
;}the commercial film manufacturers 
| this added interest in the screen, via 
| the educationals and non-commer- 
| cials, is favorably regarded for prop- 
aganda purposes. 

Western Electric has donated a 
complete outfit to the institute to 
| be used in conjunction with the Ital- 
lian unit’s educational film library, 
|one of the most complete of its kind 
| in the world. 
| An imposing array of educators 
and intellects are attending the 
congress. The resolution for the 
taxation abolition will be presented 
to the League of Nations next May 
for ratification, whereafter it will be 
a matter for individual nationalis- 
tic ruling to creat the necessary 
regulations governing each particu- 
jlar country. 








, children along with them. Allowing 





Italy Making It Plenty Tough for 





U.S. Films—Native Producer Plans 3 





Francaise May Try to | 


. . ' 

Stop Luguet in Pictures 
7 — | 

Paris, Feb. 9 

Andre Luguet, French com-dian, 
imported by Metro to work under 
Jacques Feyder, is likely to be the 
cause of another lawsuit. Manage- 
ment of the Coniedie Francaise 
wants to prevent Luguet from doing 
talkers and threatens injunction 
proceedings to prevent Metro from 
screening them. 

Luguet, formerly of the Comedic 
Francaise, was sentenced to heavy 
damages when he left that organi- 
zation to play in “Rip’s Revu,,” plus 
a fine per showing he would give 
wiih a new sentence due when per- 
formances would total 20. This case 
is now pending. 

When Metro took him away from 
the revue the producers had to be 
softened with coin for the release. 
Metro would probably welceme a 
suit for the publicity entailed. 


Padded Comedy 2 Reeler 
For French Feature Date 


Culver City, Feb. 18. 

M-—G’s first French talker to show 
fn Paris will be “One Extravagant 
Night,” with Laurel and Hardy. 
Film will be distributed domestically 
as a two-reeler, but with added 
stuff, it will run in France as a 
feature. ™ 

Picture is shortly due in Paris to 
meet a play date of five weeks at 
one theatre. 





2 CENSORING PATHS 


Brussels Rigid Concerning Children, 
but Everything Goes for Adults 
Brussels, Feb. 8. 

Tilm censoring methods here are 
curious. And maybe more than that, 

Films here are divided in two 
classes: Those which can _ be 
screened before children under 16, 
strictly censored and those which 
can be shown to adults only, liberal- 
ly censored. 

Admission of a film to the first 
named class carries possibilities of 
heavier receipts, many people giv- 
ing up a show if they cannot take 


children to enter a theatre when'a 
film is for adults only is a crime 
which can easily entail the tempor- 
ary closing down of the house. 

Liberality of the censors for films 
intended for adults is illustrated by 
the first Belgian talker, “Family 
Clubkins,” at the Coliseum, Para- 
mount’s local showcase. Film is a 
story of a Belgian family visiting 
Paris on a trip. Their adventures 
would certainly never pass a censor 
in the States. As the first Belgian 
talker, the film played to big busi- 
ness, in spite of heavily increased 
prices. They got 15 Belgian francs 
(45 cents), which is high here. 


20c for Lobby Art, 
Double Fee on Fridays 


Paris, Feb. 9. 

Turning spare time and space into 
cash has been inaugurated by 
Baron Henry de Rothschild at his 
Pigalle theatre. 

A picture gallery (showing Afri- 
can art) is open to visitors at 20 
cents admission, except on Fridays, 
when the ante is doubled. Friday is 
generally regarded as the fashion- 
able day in Paris. 








LIKE “STREET GIRL” 
Copenhagen, Feb. 8. 

Among recent American talkers, 
‘Street Girl’ (Radio) has met with 
a favorable reception. It is char- 
acterized as very entertaining and 
more “European” than most Amer- 
ican films. 

Betty Compson is much praised, 
also her four partners, as well as 
the influence of the Danish art- 
director, Max Ree. 

Viennese angle to the theme fig- 
ures in the general opinion. 





$18,000 for Italian Rights 
Paris, Feb. 9. 
Italian rights to Leonce Perrett's 


+ 





“La Possession” (silent), starring} 
Francesca and Jane Aubert, have | 
been sold for $18,000 by Aubert- |! 
Franco Film. 


Rome, Feb. 5. 


Since Mussolini’s decision a few 
weeks ago forbidding the projec- 
tion of any talkers in Italy, where- 


of the dialog is in a lan- 
guage, American firms with agen- 
cies in Italy, principally Paramount 
and United Artists, are 
to find themselves in a 
position. There are a number of 
American dialog films still being 
shown in Italy in provincial cen- 
ters, but these were already on the 
road before the Italian censorship 
board stepped in as a result of the 
Duce’s dictum. 

Work facing the Rome offices of 
the American producing firms is 
rather a thankless one, they say. 
As the great majority of all films 
now being made in America are 
talkers, the Rome branch labora- 
tories of the American producers 
are obliged to resort to cutting 
and slicing, suppressing all dialog 
and keeping in only the sound ef- 
fects. This is a complicated matter 
and hardly satisfactory, it was 
pointed out, as dialog films are one 
thing and silents another. But at 
present it’s the only thing that can 
be done. 

Fascist policy is dead-set against 
the subtle form of propaganda that 

(Continued on page 45) 


forelgn 


beginning 
difficult 


Budapest 


pe Budapest, Feb. 6. 

Submarine” (Col) was presented 
here by three houses simultaneous- 
ly. It would have been very 
well received but for the technical 
sound deficiencies of the Palace and 
Corso cinemas. The only adequate 
sound performance was that at the 
Capitol. “Words and Music” (Fox) 
was taken off after only a fort- 
night’s run at the Ufa, whereas 
“Fox Follies” is still running to ca- 
pacity at the Royal Apollo in its 
third week. “Woman from Mos- 
cow,” with Pola Negri, at the Deesi 
theatre, proved a flop. 

Tiffany didn’t have much success 
with its first production to be shown 
here. This was “Modern Faust,” at 
the Omnia and Capitol theatres. 

On the whole, talkers have over- 
come the opposition with which 
they met at their first appearance. 
At the present moment there are 17 
cinemas wired in Budapest with 
two more, both belonging to Ufa 
and seating over 2,300, to open with 
Klangfilm machines in February, 





Of the long run theatres, what we 
call premiere houses, Royal Apollo 
(seating 1,00), Decsi (650), Forum 
(780), Capitol (624) and Radius 
(900), are wired by Western Elec- 
tric. Also one of the minor houses, 
Jozsefvarosi, seating 650, is W. E. 
Omnia, premiere house of 585, has 
an Edison Bell machine, and two 
small houses, Patria and Bodograph, 
have Astrophone, English makes. 
Ufa and Corso, long run houses, 
have Klangfilms, as will also have 
the Corvin and Urania. 

There is one Telefunken machine 
in a small house, one Gaumont, one 
Gerard and one Televox. Two dif- 
ferent Hungarian makes, Meitner 
and Vesta Electric, have been in- 
stalled at the Ujlaki and Vesta the- 
atres, respectively. 

It isn’t going to be an easy job to 
solve the problem of interchange- 
ability in Budapest. 





A year ago, a limited company 
was formed, under the name of 

unnia Films, to exploit the studios 
of the extinct Corvin and Star pro- 
ducing companies. The money came 
from the government, derived from 
contingents paid for import of for- 
eign made pictures. Only thing 
Hunnia has done so far is to back 
German productions dealing with 
Hungarian subjects, some of the 
pictures being taken in this country 
and many Hungarians being em- 
ployed on them. 
Now, Hunnia is to go into part- 
nership with Paedagogical Film 
Studios, a concern belonging to the 
city of Budapest, and start the pro- 
duction of talkers on a big scale. 
Scitovsky, Minister of Interior Af- 
fairs, and Ripka, Lord Mayor of 
Budapest, are negotiating the mat- 
ter and there has been talk of 
Scitovsky being president of the 
united concern if it comes to a 
clinch, 

The money question, however, is 
still the principal difficulty. It is 
planned that all Hungarian picture 
houses will be obliged to devote five 
per cent of all pictures shown to 
Hungarian productions, Another 
plan is to give foreign producers 
who finance Hungarian pictures, 40 
contingent tickets instead of the 20 
they now receive for every Hun- 
garian made picture which they 
back financially. 
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Par’s Own Arbitration Clause Ready 
Will Use the Am. Arbitration Society; 
Claims Individual Right--Others Follow: 


With 
of the with the M. P 
T. O. A. and Allied States for a new 
exhibition contract and return of 
arbitration still only a possibility 


the 
distributors 


proposed 


producer-distributors are well along} 


on formulating plans to have com- 
pulsory arbitration 
rather than 
The best picture 
in the busines claim this 
so long there is no concerted 
agreement on the shaping of con- 
tracts. 


as 
collective body. 


and legal 


as 


a 


is legal 


Ts) 


as 


| 
This means, in effect, that the ex- | 


hibitor will have compulsory arbi- 
tration depending on the nature of | 


the clauses chosen singly by the] 
various distributors. 
The attitude is that so long as 


the distributor frames his own con- 
tract, it can contain anything within 
constitutional boundaries that the 
company wishes te include. If the 
exhib is not content with purchas- 
ing that company’s product under 
the stipulations of its contract, even 
if it demands compulsory arbitra- 
tion, the legal viewpoint is that he 


(the exhib) is free to go to any 
others. 
According to reliable inside in- 


formation, distributors do not see 
a favorable “cut” from the Thacher 
decree in optional arbitration 
clauses, with deposits on product 
the alternative when the buyer of 
film refuses to agree to arbitral 
proceedings on any and all claims. 


Paramount's Clause 

Paramount, first to try the op- 
tional arbitration clause, has 
junked this for a stiff compulsory 
arbitration claus2 which places that 
company in virtually the same posi- 
tion in its dealing with exhib ac- 
counts as before issuance of the 
Thatcher dictum. 

Other producer-distributors are 
reported framing similar clauses of 
their own, in their own legal 
phraseology, to give to them similar 
rights and protection as enjoyed un- 
der Film Board rules and arbitra- 
tion. 

Paramount’s new contract, to be 
used in the future and supplanting 
the experimental optional arbitra- 
‘tion clause, reads as follows: 

“Clause 15—Arbitration” 

“All claims or controversies aris- 
ing hereunder by arbitration as fol- 
lows: 

“The arbitration shall be held in 
the city wherein is situated the ex- 
change out of which the exhibitor 
is served, unless the parties shall 
mutually agree on another place. 
Three arbitrators shall be sclected. 
One shall be appointed by each 
party (distrib and exhib), and the 
two so chosen shall designate the 
third. If either party fails or 
neglects within a period of three 
days after written notice by the 
other to select an arbitrator on its 
part, or if the two selected by the 
parties do not agree upon a third 
within three days after they have 
been chosen, the arbitration com- 
mittee of the American Arbitration 
Association, upon the request of 
either party, shall appoint such ar- 
bitrator or arbitrators from its na- 
tional panel and fix a date of hear- 
ing within a period of five days. 

“The parties hereto hereby waive 
a trial by jury of any issue arising 
under this contracl and agree to 
accept as conclusive the award of 
the arbitrators or a majority of 
them, and further agree that a judg- 
ment on such award may be en- 
tered in any court, State or Fed- 
eral, having competent jurisdiction. 
The oath of the arbitrators is here- 
by waived, 

M-G-M, which was planning an 

- optional arbitration clause, is now 
working on a new contract, but the 
manner in which this company will 
circumvent the end of the old arbi- 
tration plan is not known. The legal 
department has not yet divulged 
what course it will take in framing 
its individual contract, and other 
producer-distributors are likewise 
guarding activities with secrecy. 

That all will eventually have their 
own arbitration clause, no matter 
what nature it assumes or stipula- 
tions it makes, is regarded as a fore- 
gone conclusion in inner arbitration 
circles. 

Judge Thacher’s Right 

Judge Thacher, who ruled the old 


contract, with its compulsory arbi- | 


tration clause, was illegal because 


get-together | 


individuals ! 


minds | 


| ture in it.” 











Dix Is Own Cutter 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
tadio Pictures Studio 
the other afternoon, an exec 
asked if the projection room 
occupied. He wanted to 
run off a picture. 
The young man 
saying: 
“Mr. 


At the 


was 


returned 
| 


Dix is cutting his pic- 











it was framed collectively by dis- 
tributors, with exhibs having no 
hand in its making, preserves the 
right to pass on any new plans. 
Insiders report that the belief is 


keen in the industry that Judge 
Thacher, though his decree was 
stern and is causing considerable 


unrest and havoc, will see not only 
the practical but the legal side of 
the moves now being made. 

Formulation of individual con- 
tracts, under constitutional rights 
endowed to the companies individu- 
ally, together with whatever move- 
ments are set on foot to get the 
majority of exhibs or representative 
organizations to approve compulsory 
arbitration, will eventually reverse 
the present situation, it is predicted. 

Sidney R. Kent, general manager 
of Paramount, the first to decide 
on compulsory arbitration as an in- 
dividual proposition for his com- 
pany, is meeting with Abram F. 
Meyers, head of Allied, today (Wed- 
nesday), but plans for the delayed 
conference to weld Allied and the 
MPTOA are admitted to be consid- 
erably indefinite. 

No date for a general meeting has 
been set, but Kent hopes, through 
continued conferences with Meyers 
and other exhib leaders, to arrange 
a general conference as soon as pos- 
sible. 

In the meantime many exhibitors 
favoring compulsory arbitration are 
going on record with the Film 
Boards by writing in to decry the 
end of the old arbitral system. 





FOR CHUMPS IN 
USUAL WAY 


Los Angeles, Feb, 18. 

With the success of color photog- 
raphy and the publicity it has 
gained in the past few months, 
every gyp producer is trying to pro- 
mote a system for photographing 
color. 

Out of some 67 companies claim- 
ing to have color pat, Technicolor, 
Multicolor and Harriscolor, former- 
ly Kellycolor, are the only ones that 
have gone into production. The oth- 
ers are in the process of financing or 
perfecting. 


Those perfecting their process are 
saying nothing about what they 
nave. The financing gang yell their 
wares from the house tops and are 
taking the chumps right and left. 

Most of the gyp producers, who 
formerly took nickels and dimes out 
of Poverty Row, have switched to 
color. They allege color photography 
for about the same price as black 
and white. Their samples are, as 
a rule, short ends from color pic- 
tures made by one of the recognized 
color outfits. 

“Picture money” has been always 
easy picking around here, but of late 
the public has been wised up by 
the Chamber of Commerce and oth- 
er agencies. Color is a new angle 
and they are not wise to it as yet, so 
the promoters are cashing, more or 
less. 














Holly wood, Feb. 18. 
Christie Brothers, after’ three 
;} yeas, are terminating their releas- 


|ing arrangement with Paramount in 
| March. 


Now figuring on another sales 
‘outlet with a major company. 
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KINGS 

Reynolds—Tobacco. 

Meyer Davis—Music. 
When Miss Nancy’ Reynolds, 
daughter of J. R. Reynolds, and 
Mr. Henry Walker Bagley were 


married at Winston-Salem a Meyer 
Davis Orchestra played for the 
| ceremony and the festivities. 

The roster of elite America is the 
patron list of MEYER DAVIS’ 
MUSIC. 








FACTIONS HALT 
FOX-LEHMAN 
PLAN 


Recalcitrant creditors and stock- 
holders who through counsel have 
bucked the Fox financing plan look- 
ing to issuance of $65,000,000 in new 
securities to avert receivership be- 
cause they wanted an opportunity 
to formulate a plan of their own 
as a substitute, won out at the Feb. 
13 hearing in Justice F. J. Cole- 
man’s chambers, And despite warn- 
ing by the court at the previous 
hearing (Feb. 11) that William Fox 
had indicated he would consider 
no other plan, 

A special meeting of Fox stock- 
| holders will be held March 5 with 
;all shareholders of record at the 
close of business March 1 entitled 
to vote on the banking plans up 
for approval on that date. The 10 
days’ notice in advance of the 
stockholders’ meeting, required un- 
der the by-laws, was sent out yes- 
terday (Tuesday). 

Fox Film stockholders will meet 
at 11 a.m. on March 5 and the Fox 
Theatre stockholders at 3 p. m. the 
same day. 

As a result of new developments 
in which Halsey-Stuart & Co. 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
and stockholders gain a point, the 
date for the next hearing will not 
be set until after a special “A” 
stockholders’ meeting has been held 
March 5, at which time these holders 
will approve or reject the financing 
propositions. As a 10 days’ notice 
of the meeting is necessary to 
stockholders under the by-laws, and 
as Judge Coleman has indicated he 
will call the next court hearing 10 
days after that, March 15 seems to 
be the date for whether a receiver- 
ship will be avoided. 

That stockholders will o. k. one 
of the plans placed before them is 
almost certain, counsel already hav- 
ing indicated that they preferred 
to sidestep receivership if possible. 

Opposition not only from Halsey- 
Stuart, creditors to the amount of 
$12,000,000, and Erpi, creditors for 
$15,000,000 on a note and $400,000 on 
back royalties under a _ licensing 
agreement, but also from stockhold- 
ers, has not been directed against 
sidetracking receivership. None 
want a receiver appointed for the 
company, according to the record. 
The Erpi note for $15,000,000 due 
Feb. 26 automatically carries over 
until a final decision is reached. 

Opposition Differs 

Resistance toward the $65,000,000 
banking plan approved by Mr. Fox 
jand his board as an out has dif- 
fered. Halsey-Stuart and Erpi 
have been blocking acceptance of 
|the initial banking plan because 
! one of its conditions is that the 15- 
|year agreement with Halsey-Stuart 
ifor preferential financing for Fox 
/is automatically abrogated. 

The banking house obviously does 
jnot want to repeal this agreement, 
|} but on the other hand, it does not 
| gaver receivership, the inside from 
for- 











all indications being that the 
(Continued on page 66) 
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Supervised by Job 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Dogs talking on the screen, 
Metro’s novelty. short, has 
been released. It is an achieve- 
ment of months of patience as 
dialog was fitted to each dog 
and had to be made at the 
precise*® instant needed. This 
required weeks of weary wait- 
ing for the dogs to do the right 
thing at the right time. 

Complete story is carried 
during which there are scenes 
of animals eating a meal and 
of a football game. Title of 
the short is “Hot Dog.” 


VOICE COACHERS 
REAP ON COAST 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Voice coaching’ in Hollywood has 
become a lucrative racket. Many of 
{the teachers have had training in 
|some school of elocution, but th®ir 
knowledge is of that superficial de- 
|gree that is dangerous in practical 


nin 

















In lining up instructors for a 
|semi-official course in talker train- 
jing on the coast, 25 out of 30 inter- 
jviewed were found incapable. How- 
jever, all talked glibly of “timber,” 
| “resonance,” “centrality,” ‘“empha- 
isis,” “pitch.” 

It sounded authentic. 
But it wasn’t sound. 


NEED 12 HOURS REST 
TO KISS THE FAMILY 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Official title of “The New Mini- 
mum Contract for Freelance Ac-« 
tors” was chosen because some of 
the actors insisted “minimum con- 
tract” is better psychology than 
“standard contract.” 

Try-out period for the new con- 
tract will be one year, with actors 
at end of that time deciding whether 
they want the 12-hour rest provi- 
|}sion or the 54-hour week with over- 
time. 

The 12-hour rest proviso will re- 
quire unit staffs to eliminate stall- 
ing. With the standard shooting 
day running 9 a.m. to 5 p. m., a di- 
rector who kept his company work- 
ing after 9 p. m. would not be able 
to call it to the set next day before 
10. Ms. Bi. 

Framers figure 12 hours will in- 
sure sane and normal home life in 
Hollywood, 

“An actor should have enough 
time to eat, sleep, dress, kiss the 
wife and look at the kids,” explained 
one of them. “You can’t do it right 
in eight hours.” 


STORY WITHOUT SMILE 
N. G. FOR McLAGLEN 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

“The Sea Wolf.” filmed three times 
will be talkerized by Fox. - As yet 
no decision as to the wolf. Victor 
McLaglen, Fox contract logical can- 
didate, will not do, as execs do not 
want to jeopardize his b. o. power, 
which they say is due to his smile. 

No use for a smile in “The Sea 
Wolt.” 


Quarter Retake on “Level” 


Hollywood, Feb, 18. 

Fox’s “On the Level,” starring 
Victor McLaglen, was scheduled for 
preview then yanked back for re- 
takes of about a quarter of the pic- 
ture. 

Studio felt that one of the femme 
characters was allowed to play an 
Irish part too broadly. 


McCormack’s 35 mm. 


John McCormack’s “Song o’ My 
Heart” will not come into New 
York in Grandeur. Neither will it 

















}open on St. Patrick’s Day as first 
l|announced, 

| Decision has been made to un- 
wind the . feature on standard 
| Width (35mm) film, although no 


j}house has yet been selected for the 


$2 run. Switch in the opening 
| date is to get the picture away 
ifrom any patriotic angle. 


Think Former Film 
Salesmen Behind 
Anti-Chain Drive 


Two men, formerly employed as 
film salesmen by several producers, 
are reported at the Hays headquar- 


| ters to be the chief agitators for a 
|new Texas anti-chain bill which 
would include theatres. The men, 


Preston Reynolds, who worked re- 
cently for Paramount and Metro, 
and E. B. Reden, whose previous 
employments were with RKO, Fox 
and Worldwide, are claimed to have 
inspired a semi-monthly publication 
called the “Anti-Chain World.” 

In the first issue is published 
what is purported to be a telegram 
from Senator Brookhart endorsing 
the movement. This reads: 

“Your movement just inaugurated 
is the most effective method of 
fighting these combinations I have 
ever heard of. Will put your tele- 
gram in the Congressional Record 
and hope to be able to co-operate 
with you.” 

The publication vents its spleen 
on all kinds of chains, citing what 
it terms as statistics to prove the 
“failure” of such bulk operations, 
In a summary article it declares 
that 280,000 traveling men who 
“were happy and prosperous a few 
years ago” are now without jobs. 

One of the pages is devoted en- 
tirely to the picture industry. It 
has a flare headline: “Wall Street 
vs. Main Street, or the Movie Mag- 
nates vs. Texas Independent Thee 
atre Owners.” At the present time, 
according to the Hays office, Texas 
has no statute prohibiting chain 
systems. 


6.259 EXTRA JOBS 
LAST WK. IN COLONY 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Lot of unused smiles were polish- 
ed up and brought out again last 
week with picture production hit- 
ting a normal clip for the first time 
in six months. 

Central Casting made 6,259 place- 
ments for the week. This is 106% 
normal, based on weekly average 
for 1929. 

Harry Beaumont started the week 
off with a rah-rah mob of 553 ina 
football game at M-G for “The 
Gay Nineties.” 

Paul Stein had 106 working on a 
Swedish street for “Bride 66” (UA) 
Wednesday. 

Alan Crosland had 125 in a courte 
room for “Viennese Night” (WB) 
Thursday. 

Ray Enright had 109 in a dance 
hall for “Those Who Dance” at 
Warners Tuesday, and expanded to 
358 on the same set Saturday. 

Another good sized set Saturday 
was Lew Collins’ at U with 250 
working in a carnival scene. 


U. A’s 20 


With more associate producers in 
its lineup than ever before, and ne- 
gotiations reported on for others, 
UA will produce at least 20 pictures 
on its 1930-31 program. 

Average for UA has been 15 pice 
tures a season, This year the nume- 
ber stands at 16. 





Wins $267,000 in Texas 
Suit Over Sound Patents 


Dallas, Feb. 18. 
John L. Dannelly, of Laredo, Tex., 
won, together with his wife, dam- 
ages amounting to $267,000 in a suit 


brought against A. F. Bard, San 
Antonio, promoter of two talker 
equip firms, Aleograph Co. and 


Photioaudigraph Co. 

Dannelly claimed Bard infringed 
on a talking film machine patented 
by Allen Stowers. Verdict found 
that Dannelly had been damaged by 
other stockholders of the two firms 
and was awarded $5,000 punitive 
damages from these, Stowers pat- 
ent was claimed to be the first talk- 
ing machine and was exhibited here 
several years ago. 








MAYER ON COAST 
Hollywood, Fe, 

Louis B. Mayer arrive 
(Tuesday) from his eastern 
Washington and New Yor! 
He was away four weeks 


trip 
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PICTURE “DON'TS” FOR ’30 








Hudson Introduces 


No Mention Church 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

Representative Grant M. Hudson 
(CR). Mich.. one of the reform lead- 
ers of the House, has introduced 
his new motion. picture censorship 
bill. 

Just a few weeks 
gressman stated he didn’t know 
whether he would introduce such 
a measure this session or not. He 


ago the con-. 





then denied meetings were in prog- 

ress with reform groups tending 
toward the creation of such a bill. | 
But now it comes and though Mr. | 


Hudson doesn’t like the word “cen- 
sorship,” stating that he had omit- 
ted entire paragraphs from his pre- 


vious bill because of stressing that 
phase too strongly, the new Dill 
covers every possible phase of the 


industry which he sets up as a pub- 
lic utility. 

fle starts with the scenario and 
goes through to the advertising. In 
the bill’s 28 pages nothing is over- 
looked. It is titled: 

“\ bill to protect the motion pic- 
ture industry from unfair trade 
practices and monopoly; to provide 
just settlements from unfair deal- 
ings; to provide for the manufac- 
ture of wholesome motion pictures, 
both silent and talking, at the 
source of production; to create a 
Federal motion picture commission, 
to define its powers and for other 
purposes.” 

For a groundwork Hudson has 
gone back to the original Brook- 
hart bill in the Senate. Last ses- 
sion he revised that bill. This is 
another revision and in contrast to 
Senator Brookhart’s plan to place 
control under the Federal Trade 
Commission, Mr. Hudson falls in 
line with the original Canon Chase 
proposal of a separate commission. 

There would be nine members, 
four of them required to be women. 
Salaries are $9.000 a year with 
$10,000 to the chairman. Unusual 
six, four and three-year terms are 
set down for their stay in office. 
This proposed commission would be 
required to know nothing of the 
motion ,icture industry. 

Must Submit Everything 

Every scenario, its dialog, its sets, 
fn fact everything pertaining to the 
picture would first have to be sub- 
mitted to the commission in order 
to secure a license to go ahead with 
production, 

To follow this through the com- 
mission would appoint inspectors 

(Continued on page 66) 


BIGGEST DRAMATIC CAST 
IN FOX’S “ARIZONA KID” 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Addition of 25 new principals to 
the cast of “Arizona Kid,” now be- 
ing filmed in Utah by Fox, makes it 
the largest cast of principals ever 

assembled for a dramatic picture. 
Original cast contained Warner 
Baxter, Mona Maris, Carol Lombard, 
Theodor Von Eltz, Walter P. Lewis, 
Hank Mann, Wilfred Lucas, Mrs. 
Solidad Jiminez and Arthur Stone. 
Additions are Larry McGrath, 
Cora Walsh, Jack Henderson, Bob 


His Censor Bill: 
Bodies Behind Act 








Street Testing 
Holly wood, Feb. 18. 

Out here they say _ street 
beggars run the danger of be- 
ing grabbed as “types.” 

The story is that a beggar 
with blinders on and a cup in 
hand had his picture taken for 
a test by a sound truck 
ing by. 


pass- 








All De Forest Sound 








POVERTY ROW | 
NOW WITHOUT 
SHOESTRINGS 


Feb. 18. | 
number of | 
without a/| 


Los Angeles, 

For the first time in a 
years, Poverty Row is 
production company. 

National Recording, 
and Chadwick studios, are dark, 
with little prospects of doing any- 
thing for some time to come, 

Shoestring producers flocking to 
the Row at other times are mostly 
out of business. The ony small indie 
studio in production is the Telefilm 
where the Hammond productions is 
making a western. 

Poverty Row at one time housed 
a dozen studios. Now but three left, 
The others have been turned into 
supply houses for picture accessory 
outfits. 

In most cases the buildings have 
been unsuitable for the installation 
of sound equipment. 


California 


OPERA STARS AS LEADS 
IN “ROSE MARIE” FILM 


Grace Moore an@ Lawrence Tib- 
betts will be the leads in the ‘‘Rose- 
Marie” musical talker. Metro will 
start making it on the Coast early 
in the fall. 

It will be Miss Moore’s advent on 
the screen. 

In the picture William Kent will 
likely re-create his original comedy 
role in the musical, for which 
Metro has held the film rights for 
some time. 

Miss Moore leaves for 
March 9. 


the coast 


Suits Are Delayed 


Postponements in all of the De- 
Forest suits alleging talker patent 
infringements were effected this 
week. The big one against Western 
Electric via Stanley installations 
has been put over in Wilmington, 
Del., until the end of March. This, 


o 
| 
| 


Would Make 





it is claimed by the plaintiff's coun- 


MPPOA FORM 





Censorship 
Unnecessary — Studios 


and entertainment, 


Must Submit Every Script | 


—15 on Production Comm. 
—2 Boards of Appeal 


| with 


RATIFY NEW CONTRACTS | 


Hollywood, Feb. 18 

Will Hays put the halter 
the necks of the 
Association of Motion 


around 


Picture 


|ducers at their annual meeting last 
| night 
| members 
|rules and regulations that will gov- | 
}ern the 
| that censorship measures 


(Monday). Producers and 


agreed to 


industry in such a manner 
through- 
out the country will not be required 


|and will possibly be abandoned ac- 


cording to his plan. 

At this session the producers also 
ratified the new contractual agree- 
ment made with players for an 
eight hour working day for all call 
actors and a twelve hour rest for all 
players between calls, it was pointed 
out that already over 250 actors 
were ready to sign and work under 
the standard contract approved by 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences and that some 350 
more representative players were 
prepared te join the ranks of the 
Academy to enable them to approve 
the new agreement. 

The new regulations give studio 
production managers the privilege 
to obtain information as to the 
probable reception of stories or the 
manner in which they should be 
treated from the Association, and 
allows the production manager to 
submit a copy of any script he de- 
sires to the Association. In turn, 
the Association will give such ad- 
vice and suggestions as figure nec- 
essary so that the script does not 
get away from any of the rules 
and regulations established so that 
no objections will be taken to the 
finished product by censcrs in any 
part of the world. 

Producers, according to the new 
rules, are required to submit to the 
Association every picture they pro- 
duce before the negative goes to the 
laboratory for final printing. if 
the picture does not conform to 
the rules laid down the association 
will notify the producer what is 
wrong and corrections to conform 
must be made before the picture can 
be released. 

Should the production head of the 
studio feel that the ruling of the 
association is not fair he can ap- 
peal to the production committee 
of the association and should this 
committee uphold the findings of 
the association, the individual pro- 
ducer then has further recourse of 
appeal to the board of directors of 
the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors of America, which is 
the Hays organization in New 
York. The decision of this body 
is to be final and must be abided 
by. 


There are to be 15 


Pro- } 
; the same sa 
i 


members on} 


- ' 
members of the| 








Hays Film Regulations 


Holly a..z 18 
l GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
No picture shall be produced which will lower the moral standards « 
those who see it. Hence ! | 


the audience should never be 


evil or sin, 


the sympathy of 
side of crime, wrons 


edoing 


subject 


thrown to tne 


“Correct standards of life only to the requirements of drama 
shall be 
“Law, natural or human, 

ereated for its violation.’ 
PARTICULAR APPLICATIONS 

CRIMES AGAINST THE LAW: 

“These shall never be presented in such a way 
the crime as against law and justice or to 
desire for imitation.” 

MURDER 

The technique 


presented. 


shall not be ridiculed, nor shall sympathy be 


as to throw sympathy 


inspire others with a 


of murder must be presented in a way that will not in- 


spire imitation. 

“Brutal killings are not to be presented in detail 

“Revenge in modern time shall not be justified.” 

METHODS OF CRIME SHOULD NOT BE EXPLICITLY PRE 
SENTED: 

“Theft, robbery, safecracking, and dynamiting of trains, mines, build- 
| ings, etc., should not be detailed in method. Arson must be subject to 


abide by his| > 





under a three 


“ ‘ a : , ;the production committee and the 

Perry, Jim Gibson, Sidney Bracey,| sel, is due to delay in arguing the | secretary of the Association may 
Capt. Clampett, Bill Patton, Joe} motion made by W. E. for a legal | select any three hear the appeal | 

tay, Sam Allen, Rolly Asher, Frank]! definition of its status in the sound as lone as none is affiliated x ith 

Austin, yeorge Magrill, a ieng field. re appl cal 7 
Steve - -ayv ope ac t hile Me - Reo n - , - —_ « prbstic Li. 

‘ _ Ray I P “ Jeanne Hart, } In Philadelphia the action against Those chosen for the committee 
Carlotti Monti, Thelma McNeil,/ Pat Powers’ Cinephone via the|include Joseph M. Schenck, Be 
Dorothy McGowan, De Sacia Mooers, Southern theatre has been delayed Schulbe md Irvine T} I! - WW I ' 

. 4 sats a iz u ; . I iz Mmiperg iilagy 

Alice Saunders, Lillian Lawrence,! several days. Nature of Powers'| pep ae spe ee 

. . : 7 welsS j} LeBaron, Carl Laemmle, Jr., Ja 

Bob Fleming, Jack Herrick, Douglas | answer, a surprise to DeForest, is Warner Charles Sullivan Cc 1 
Greer “9 aie hae th: o Ss ar “ae i sai mirigy Logg ; a imn P ri pul in, Cil 
- ge a te ES: ee the cause. Powers enters general DeMille, Sol Wurtzel, Charles Chris- 
and James Balch. | denial that he is encroaching tie, FE. H. Allen, Sam Goldwvt ind 

In addition to transporting this | . im . wf WW 1d es , 
- John ildron, 

large cast of players to the Utah| : 
location, more than 200 select extras | ° . . Producers lid not take up t 

cation, more than 200 select extras| 39 in § MRS. laser et cumare mace mapa os 
will be forwarded later to furnish in Ingin nsem i€ stores pag "' degen ; be 

= . ustment at neir annudai neeting 
atmospheric shots in the picture. : “5 aed , ' ’ 
. = I S t ywOTi¢ . a { T le« 
Burbank, Feb. 18 { meeting going to ar 
’ $ First Nationai has organized a hour Tuesday morning 
Pathe s 13,000,000 | singing ensemble, giving cor wets A committee was appointed to 
Hollywood Feb. 18. | to 32 songsters. Chorus will be) meet with W. J. Canavan, president 
Pathe will spend $13,000,600 on its | permanent, for the camera and for|of the IATSE, with Dick Green and 
production program for the coming} dubbing. |Paul Hurd of the bocal cameramen's 
year. Mixed ensemble was chosen by Union to discuss the problems at is- 
This contrasts with $9,000,000 of| Norman Spencer, directing, from ‘Ue with a view of expedient settle- 
the last budget. 15,000 applic ants. \ (Continued on page 68) 


feguards.” 
firearms should be 
not be 


restricted to essentials. 
presented. Illegal drug traffic 


“Use of 


gling 


Methods of smug- 
should must never be pre- 
sented. 

“The use of liquor in 


American life, when not required by the plot or 


for proper characterization, will not be shown.” 

SEX: 

“The sanctity of the institution of marriage and the home shall be up- 
held. Pictures shall not infer that low forms of sex relationship are the 


accepted or common thing. 

“Adultery, sometimes 
treated, or justified, or 

SCENES OF 

“They should not be introduced when not 
cessive and lustful kissing, lustful 
gestures are not to be shown. 

“In general passion should 
stimulate the lower and baser 

SEDUCTION OR RAPE: 

“They should never be more than suggested, and only when essential 
for the plot, and even then never shown by explicit method. They are 
never the proper subject for comedy. 

“Sex perversion or any inference to it is forbidden. 

“White slavery shall not be treated. 

__Miscege nation is forbidden. 

“Sex hygiene and veneral diseases are not subjects for motion pictures. 

“Scenes of actual child birth, in fact or in silhouette, are never to be 
presented. 

“Children’s organs are never 

VULGARITY: 

“The treatment of low, disgusting, unpleasant, though not necessarily 
evil, subjects should be subject always to the dictate of good taste and 
a regard for the sensibilities of the audience.” 

OBSCENITY: 

“Obscenity in word, gesture, reference, song, joke, or by suggestion 
(even when likely to be understood only by part of the audience) is for- 
bidden.’ 

PROFANITY: 

“Pointed profanity and other profane or vulgar expression, however 
used, is forbidden.” 

COSTUME: 

“Complete nudity is never permitted. This includes nudity in fact 
or in silhouette, or any lecherous or licentious notice thereof by other 
characters in the picture. 

“Undressing scenes should be avoided, 
essential to the plot. 

“Indecent or undue exposure is forbidden. 

“Dancing costumes intended to permit undue exposure or indecent 
movements in the dance are forbidden. 

DANCES: 

“Dances suggesting or representing sexual actions or indecent passion 
are forbidden, 

“Dances which emphasize indecent movements are to be regarded as 
obscene.” 

RELIGION: 

“No film or episode may throw ridicule on any religious faith, Ministers 
of religion in their character as ministers of religion should not be used 
as comic characters or as villains. Ceremonies of any definite religion 
should be carefully and respectfully handled.” 

LOCATIONS 

“The treatment of bedrooms 
delicacy.” 

NATIONAL FEELINGS: 


necessary 
presented 
PASSION: 


plot material, 
attractively.” 


must not be explicity 


essential 
embraces, 


Ex- 
postures and 


to the plot. 
suggestive 


so be treated that these scenes do not 
element.” 


to be exposed.” 


and never used save where 


must be governed by good taste and 


“The use of the flag shall be consistently respectful. The history, 
institutions, prominent people and citizenry of other nations shall be 
represented fairly.” 

TITLES: 

“Salacious, indecent, or obscene titles shall not be used.” 

REPELLENT SUBJECTS: 

The following subjects must be treated within the careful limits of 
good taste 


“Actual hangings or 
Third degree methods, 
of people or animals. 

of women, or a 


electrocutions as legal punishments for crime. 
Brutality and possible gruesomeness. Branding 
Apparent cruelty to children or animals. The sale 
woman selling her virtue. Surgical operations. re 


TAHITI NATIVES WILL 
COME HERE FOR SOUND 


Feb. 18. 


90 Mins. were 


Tor ls 


Oakland 


nnon, columni:t of the 


“Tribune,” was placed 


months contract by 


Los Angeles, 


Pathe when he sat down in the 

studio and within an hour and a Robert Flaherty and F. W. Mur- 

hall wrote an ert#inal nau will return from Tahiti March 
Story was acce spted for nroduc- a to add sound to the pi ture they 

ston , have been making in the South 


Seas, 





Harry Warner, Coast, March 5. 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Harry Warrer is expected to ar- 
rive here around March &. 


With them they will bring a num- 
ber of 1 to supply the music 
and other sound effects necessary 
to the picture. 

Picture has an all native cast. 


atives 
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amera-Silencing Points 


As Found by Coast Committee 


> i ME ieee ed 2 ee 
! ; 
MICROPHONE ~ HOLLYWOOD CHATTER 
Mitch Lewis has nine pairs of 
6' golfing knickers but doesn’t golf. 
| Dorothy Lee plays a mean game 
a t of lacrosse. 
—" ” pen ot % | Victor Schertzinger sans mous- 
Front Eficient Experts| 8 <Q-S. 
rom iclen xpe S Woe > E. J. Montagne vacationing in the 
©) Yosemite, 
Ruth Corbin plays her first talker 
part for Radio. 
Hollywood, Feb. 18 kets eems » help ( Ernest Torrence, Jr., is a sound 

Standards of mera-silencing to » vibr: engineer at Radio. 
be sought by research engineers on Che ount of noise transmitt« Jillian Sand here from England, 
behalf of the Producers-Technicians roug si ( ge device ap possible starter with Will togers. 
joint committee cf the Acade Oo ‘ S 1all idependent of tl Elliot Lester called to Philadel- 
M. P. Arts and Sciences are the ck-up device fre SET-UP FOR NOISE TESTS phia through death of infant son 
gia oi prone satay of the | i intitative observation This standard set-up — used in Beni Alt i ba — o 
normal whisper by adequate servi ind ‘ =i the various blimps and _— sound-room of EKPi laboratories | Leyland ‘Hedason legit, founded 
Ink oft the met his-dsin. junLvaloWws ibsorl niles high than + ORAS ANS amount “ eee manee : Hoddy’s Sandw ich Shop Sydney. 

2. A blimp capable of reducing ne “ives nencten pide ven ms Senge mee ae ne Asked what he’s doing actor says 
Pier yarn gg Ae la requ . noiselessness obtained by the eae hoe" ase sremiuns =e 
developed. Noise seine magenta! Govicws, Mrs ‘Sigmund Romberg called to 

3. A blanket capable of reducing Camera mechanism should be The mike paler suspended — fo Mew Yerk by olin of her suisthher 
camera noise by 20 decibels to -be| properly serviced and maintained | mal camera height 6 —_ neuen Sidney Blackmer still out one 
developed. so that it will remain quiet. Some} center of the camera tripod. | week’s  galary check. lost in the 

s salary ‘ 

The quietest camera found in the ameras tested were noisier than! * | Maurice Graham mail plane. 
sound tests was 5 db (decibels); others of the same make. STUDIO WORKERS NEAR Frank Chamberlain, M-G repre- 
above the normal whisper. The| Thalberg’s preliminary report A isentative in the Orient, is on his 
most efficient blimp reduced camera! points out that elaborate silencins C |}way to Shanghai. 
noise 19 decibels The most ef-|devices are not required in al! PRODUCERS ON TERMS Victor McLaglen wants to write 
ficient bag reduced camera noise 14! places where the camera is used. |a book titled “The Low Down on 
decibels. For outdoor shots, crowd se-| Slee : ' | the Shake Down.” 

The silence standards to be/quences, musical sequences and | Hollywood, Feb. 18. tenee Macready’s English can’t 
striven for were determined upon| 
Thursday by a selected group of | 
cameramen and sound engineers, | 


after studying an analysis of the | 


efficiency of 16 types of silencing | 
devices as determined in sound 

7 . - | 
tests conducted by ERPI and RCA| 


technicians. 


Cameramen calied into the con- 


most scenes where the camera 
some 
only a moderate degree of 
sulation is required. 
Measurements of normal 
and of whispering at the same dis- 


tance from the microphone (6 ft.) 


'as the cameras were placed in the 


sound iests revealed that noise from 





now being applied to cameras. 


Figures quoted are decibels. 
term designating the loudness unit 


three others tested. 
ters only 5 db of noise above whis 
used is only 2 


noisiest equipments. 





Partial Summary of Insulation Data 


camera of silence 
noise Degree of obtained. 
Studio above insulation (Normal 
key- normal obtained whisper 
etter, Nature of silencing device tested. whisper... by device. is zero.) 
A, Rigid composition blimp set on table 
(flexible cable inside blimp)......... s 19 —1l11 
B. Blanket hood, blankets over tripod..... 11 12 —ii1 
c. Special capok blimr; no blankets.... 13 15 — 2 
D. One-piece cast aluminum bungalow.... 15 19 -— 4 
E. Rigid composition biimp...........e.ce0% 15 15 0 
F. ESOP SIMEGCNS BHM. cccccciccocsevccoce 26 18 — 3 
a. Rigid composition blimp........++.. ES 14 — 1 
H. Rigid composition blimp..... Sdeveeenncs oF 12 + 8 
I. Rigid composition blimp........... . 6 .0 — 4 
a. Semi-rigid multilayer bag............0. 6 11 — 5 
K Heavy blanket thrown over camera 
(open front and back)........... ita . oO 2 + 3 
L. Old bag: Light, blanket around tripod.. 10 9 + 1 
M. New bag: Heavy, blanket around tripod. 10 10 0 
N. Ss ORS PEORVT ccs ccccdwestisseseds 10 14 — 4 
oO. Metal bungalow....... Peseewiasnieeene ieey | 17 — 6 
r. Semi-rigid zipper blimp; blankets 
SPOUNG tripe... cseosss Fea ceeveeues See 9 11 — 2 
Q. Rigid composition blimp......... sewees - 20 15 + 5 


Table indicates wide variation in efficiency of the silencil-g devices 
Some studios, while having less ef- 
fective sound-insulating equipment, apparently took greater pains in 
maintenance and care of camera and drive mechanism. 

The decibel is the official engineering 


the average talker is about 60 decibels, 
devices shown in the final column are indicated in decibels above 
or below a zero, representing the normal whisper. 

It will be noted that while Studio A attains the most efficiency 
with 11 db below zero, the camera used makes more noise than do 
Most silent camera listed, for Studio K, regis- 


db efficient in practical results it is one of the three 


Degree of Net degree 


. Loudness of reproduced sound in 
The net results of silencing 


pering, but as the silencing device 


is} 
‘ , , ? fers 
listance from the microphone, | 
sound in- | 

| tures 

| final 
speech | 








sultation were four who had de- 
veloped the most efficient silent de- 
vices discovered in the laboratory 
tests. 

Because of the 
nature of the research work in 
which the major studios are co- 
operating, the identity of individuals 
and studios involved is concealed 
by letters, with the key in the pos- 
gession of Irving Thalberg, chair- 
man of the Producers-Technicians 
joint committee. 


non-competitive 


Recommendations made Thurs- 
day are now in the hands of H. G. 
Knox, of ERPI, and F. M. Sammis, 
of RCA, comprising the sub-com- 
mittee on camera-silencing. 


” 


“Tce boxes,” or sound booths large 


enough to hold both camera and 
operator, were not included in the 
tests. Only blimps, bungalows, 


blankets and bags were measured 
for their degree of efficiency. Tests 
were made in a sound-proof room 
at the ERPI laboratory. 

Among preliminary recommenda- 
tions following the tests are: 

Motors should be mounted as an 
integral part of the camera so that 
any external silencing device will 
be effective for both. 

Devices coupling motors 
should be improved 
provide quieter operation. 

The type of camera tripod 
does not seem to have much effect 
on the noise. Use of a heavy steel 
tripod seems unnecessary so far as 


to 


cameras to 


used! 


many of the better-silenced cameras 
had a sound intensity of the same 
order of magnitude as a _ loud 
whisper. They could not therefore 
be used for very quiet scenes un- 
less the camera is some distance 
from the mike. Many of the 
cameras tested must be used at 
least 10 to 15 feet from the mike if 
camera noise is not to be objection- 
ably loud. 

Amplifier gains and volume in- 
dicator readings were kept constant 
throughout the series of tests. The 
sound insulation value’ of the de- 
voice under test was therefore the 
difference between the attenuator 
readings for the camera and motor 
without and with the silencing de- 
vice, 

Room noise during the tests was 


in all cases 5 to 10 db below the 
quietest camera condition meas- 
ured. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Hiram S. Brown, 
Wm. LeBaron. 
Dennis McSweeney 
Walton Butterfield. 
Ik. B. Hatrick. 
Arthur Loew. 
William Wellman 
Charlie Morrison 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Reginald Reubenson 





sound insulation is concerned 
Covering the tripod legs  with' 


Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Plunkett 
Fred Block. 


| tionals’ 


jturned Feb. 11 from an eight-day 


|locals for clarification. 




















Representatives of studio work- 
will confer with Eddie Mannix 
and Keith Weeks, representing pic- 
producers, this week on the 
revision of the cameramen’s 
contract. 

Leaders of the studio locals re- 
of the Producers’-Interna- 
joint committee in New 
York, where interpretation of the 
contract was thrashed out. The 
joint committee referred the con- 
tract revision back to the coast 


session 


Howard E. Hurd, business man- 
ager of the Photographers’ Interna- 
tional, says tkat producers and 
workers are agreed on terms and 
that remaining conferences simply 
involve agreement on wording of the 
contract. 

Producers were represented at the 
eastern conference by Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Albert Warner and Guy W. 
Currier, with Weeks of Fox, Mannix 
of M-G, and A. J. Berres, producers’ 
secretary of the committee, sitting 
in from the coast. 

Internationals were represented 
by Joseph N. Weber (musicians), 
Thomas Flynn (carpenters and join- 
ers), H. H. Broach (electrical work- 
ers), Charles Lessing (scenic art- 
ists), William F. Canavan (stage 
employees), and Frank Carothers, 
internationals’ secretary of the 
committee. 

Coast Delegates 

Delegation from coast locals in- 
cluded Howard E. Hurd, business 
manager, and R. H. Klaffki, finan- 
cial secretary of International Pho- 
tographers; William Cullen, presi- 
dent of scenic artists’ local 235; Car] 
Kountz, manager of the new Labor- 
atory Technicians and Film Editors’ 
local, and Ben Simmons of the car- 
penters, 

Final conferences await return 
from east of Weeks and Mannix. 





Strauss’ First Screen Try 


Hollywood, Feb. 19. 


Is “Danube Love Song” | 








Oscar Strauss’ first original 
operetta for First National will be 
called “The Danube Love Song.” 

Based on an original libretto by 
Joseph Jackson. 


MUST HAVE REST 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Edwin Carewe’s production of 
“The Spoilers” will be delayei about 
six weeks beyond the _ original 
March 24 date, 

George Bancroft, to be 
wants a three weeks’ rest 
his present production and 
on “The Spoilers.” Latter 
tates his being in good 
health. Betty Compson 
the femme lead. 


FOOD—BUT NO STARS 
Hollywood, Feb, 18. 
Auctioneer selling contents of a, 
Beverly Hills home advertised: “A 
sumptuous repast at noon and an 
opportunity to bid against cele- 





itarred, 
between 
starting 
necessi- 
physical 
is set for 








brated picture stars on the purchase 
of authentic antiques.” 


Public showed up for the free 
| feed but squawked at the lack of 
film stars. 


| 
| 


' completed 





Counselman Back at Par. 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
With the first draft of “Whoopee” 
for Samuel Goldwyn, 
William Counselman moves back to 
the Paramount lot temporarily. 
He is to collaborate with Vincent 





Lawrence on “New Morals 


Wednesday, February 19, 1930 





be downed—she must have her four 
o'clock tea. 

Emil Jensen is taking a 27-day 
Caribbean cruise for his health, | 


starting Feb. 22. 
Ernest Ness and Fredericka Sagor 
here after a few months on Broad- 


way. 

Stella Stray, head bookkeeper at 
Paramount, oldest employee, ob- 
served 16th anniversary. 


Barney Sarecky, Lou’s' brother, 
from the Phillippines and on Radio 
scenario staff, 

Constance Bennett's contract with 
Pathe allows her two months a year 
on the Riveria. She has a home 
there. 

Prop store selling off some of it’s 
furniture advertised, ‘Have the 
chair that Gloria Swanson sat in, in 
your home.” 

Bill Beaudine is being guided by 
the Los Angeles Rogues’ gallery in 
selecting authentic types for “At 
Bay,” crook drama for FN. 

Bert Wheeler called for a double 
when scrip called for a Gypsy to 
throw a knife through his hat in 
“Radio Revels” for Radio. 

“Rasty” Wright, manager of Grau- 
man’s Chinese, president of the 
newly formed Hollywood Boosters’ 
Club. 

Joseph Zahovich who sculpts at 
Radio is thinking of changing his 
name—in too many limericks he 
says. 

While playing the local R-K-O 
last week Eddie Pardo and his part- 
ner, Dorothy Carrigan, took talker 
tests. 

Takes two weeks for show girls 
to learn not to wear tight garters. 
Camera finds marks hidden by stage 
make-up. 

Mystery no more of who shaved 


off Alister MacDonald’s goatee— 
Ronald Colman, the barber, the 
urger. 


Jack Benny and Ken Murray are 
spending their spare time hanging 


‘around the R-K-O booking office. 
They say it’s the only place out here | 


where they feel at home. 

The old electric belt. is being 
ballyhooed in a hollywood drug 
store window as a “Developer of 
Personality and Pep, so necessary 
to your success in pictures.” 

Femme agent spent Valentine’s 
day cutting canceled stamps off the 
office mail. Explained it as foreign 
charity work, the stamps being sold 
by the pound in China to decorate 
walls. No gag. 

Upon Jaunita Hansen reaching 
Hollywood, her first move was to 
order $4,000 worth of clothes. She 
had won a $167,000 verdict in the east 
against a hotel for burns received 
when taking a shower bath with the 
water too hot. 


KY. CENSOR BILL 
Louisville, Ky., Feb. 17. 

State Senator H. M. Cline intro- 
duced a bill in the Senate last week 
providing for the creation of a board 
of censors for pictures. 

Proposal calls for three members 
to be appointed by the governor for 
two-year terms. Remuneration for 
the job would be $2,500 annual sal- 
ary and $2 for each film reviewed. 


6 MONTHS’ REST 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
After a six months retirement 
from the screen Norma Shearer will 
return to the Metro lot next fall to 
appear in “Let Us Be Gay.” 
Star will spend the spring 
summer resting. 


and 


 ———e 


WB's Home Offic 
Cavorts for 4 Hrs, 
Tn Its First Show 


Folks, particularly out of town, 
who want to get the lowdown on a 
| picture company’s home office 
jshould step around to the Chanin 
;next Sunday or the following Sab- 


bath, They‘ll hear all about exhibi- 
tor troubles and sales difficulties, 
listen to fair and terrible warblers, 
and witness some ballet stuff that 
j;never could be good, critically. It's 
lall in “Warner Club Gaieties.” The 


| stenoes, office boys and general help 
|eulogize their firm for about four 
| hours (that’s nearly the time it 
takes to unfold the 32 scenes) with 
}all the relatives and friends pres- 
lent. 

In view of the relatives paying in 


jand the applause angles, what 
|debuted last Sunday night in the 
i|\Chanin as the “Warner Gaieties.” 
\first of such namely or otherwise 
j}to occur on Broadway, or world, 
| was, and will continue to be, a ter- 
|rific success. 
As if They Meant It 

They sang about their jobs and 
the  firm’s future as if they 
meant it. While the whole thing, 


from the composite perspective, was 
strictly amateurish, the “Gaieties” 
should do a lot of things. First of 
all it should satisfy every little girl 
and boy (judging solely from last 
Sunday’s shaking and screaming 
orgy) that they had better use 
Broadway for a thoroughfare and 
Hollywood for vacations. Second, 
that everybody had a lot of fun re- 
gardless of results. As the outcome 
of these two things it should pro- 
mote Warner Club, Inc., from which 
the cast was conscripted and to 
which the furds (minus oveihead) 
will be donated. 

And the chorus. No two limbs 
alike and all blue with Sunday’s 
zero weather sifting through back- 
stage. Pounding the celluloid on 
Eighth avenue is tough enough in 
daytimes, but having to turn out 
nearly every night before the big 
bow must have been excruciating. 
In view of that even hard hearted 
critics melted a bit for the hybrid- 
chorines the professional ushers in 
the Chanin so enjoyed. 

Stiff arms, unruly hands, con- 
scious legs, and quavering voices 
plus blinking eyes. All of these pre- 
vailed until that encore, always 
positive, assured them. Then there 
was a dash, hardly before applause 
was allowed to commence, and the 
girls changed from cringing waltz 
time into a raging fortissimo. 

With a show that lasted as 'ong 
as this did it’s impossible to find 
space for titles and names. Mon- 
roe Silver gets credit for the gen- 
eral direction, and more power to 
him. It was a job. And a lot of 
others assisted. 

Heralded as the Warnerettes are: 

Bee Rose, Regina Bellim, Ruth 
Kahn, Hortense Levin, Lillian 
Hirsch, Ruth Sturm, Alberta Rosen- 
stein, Dorothy Castle, Miriam Rosen, 
Rita Dorkwit, Ella Salav, Sophie 
Kramer, Sally Pollack, Ruth 
Abrams, Etta Shore, Elaine Dolgoff, 
Backal, Ann Hengber, Syd Roth and 
Janet Klein, Helen Bernhardt, Mae 
Strollo, Ann Bluestein, Ruth Seiger- 
man, Sylvia Arnowitz, Mildred 
Pauline Love. 


Dinner for Zukor 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Instead of being the guesi of hon- 
or at a welcome home dinner in his 
own behalf, Joseph M. Schenck 


turned the affair, planned by Sid 
Grauman, into a “Welcome to Cali- 


fornia” event for Adolph Zukor. 
Schenck acted with Grauman as 
co-host. 

About 75 film moguls were in- 
vited to the Hotel Roosevelt to 
meet and welcome the head of 
Paramount. 


THAW SUIT DISMISSED 


Mere plot does not constitute a 
scenario, On that ground City 
Court Justice Ryan, in the Manhat- 
tan District, dismissed the suit for 
$4,900 brought against Harry K. 
Thaw by John S. Lopez, scenarist, 
and Arthur B. Reeve, writer of the 
“Craig Kennedy” stories. 

Action was an outgrowth of 
Thaw's last attempt to crash pi 
tures as a producer. 





LeBaror. Due East 
William LeBaron is due east this 
Friday (Feb. 21) on one his 
periodic visits to Radio Pictures. 
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Lab Handicaps Give Black and White TNERS CALL FOR’ 


Too Great a Release Edge on Color 


In all producing quarters where 
color pictures are part of the year's 
product, there is much concern over 
the drawback occasioned by the in- | 
ability to get sufficient prints. With 
in the past two months, when a 
large number of color talkers have 
been released, the competition to 
get color prints has been unusually 
keen. 

Several 
to hold 


studios are being forced 
back play-dates on color | 
product owing to the limited lab | 
capacities and the care that must 
be taken in the printing of tinted 
pictures. 
Paramount, 


with its first all-color 


talker, “Vagabond King,” opening 
tonight (Wednesday) at the Cri- | 
terion, is reported experiencing dif- 
ficulty in getting the number of 
prints it wants to shoot into the | 
field without unnecessary delay, | 
even while it is in its $2 run in| 
New York. This condition, also | 
applying to other producer-distri- | 
butors, means a slower return on 
investment and an inability to set 
pilaydates as soon after the New 
York opening as desired. 

Even though $2 pictures achieve | 
or are forced on Broadway runs, | 
producers no longer hold back the | 
films general release. Radio had 
30 dates set on “Hit the Deck” im- | 
mediately after the picture opened | 
at the Carroll. It could have set 
double this number within two 
weeks had the supply of color prints 
been sufficient according to report. | 

Competition being extremely keen | 
now, producer-distributors with 
color pictures face the handicap 
that competitors with black and| 
whites beat them to wider terri- | 
tories. Although producers are kick- | 
ing now, it is believed that color | 


prints will be available next season | 
in as great a number and as fast as | 
black and whites are at present. 


HOLLYWOOD BIRTHDAY 
FROM BARN TO ACRES 


Stelierwoes, Feb, 18. 

Add famous February birthdays: 

Fox studio, 15 years old. 

They chopped down a whole lot 
of cherry trees when clearing space 
for stages at Sunset and Western. 

It was Thomas Dixon's property. 
When “The Birth of a Nation” went 
over in a big way he decided to turn 
producer on his own. Later sold 
to William Fox. 

Lot has seen the rise and fall of 
Theda Bara. John Gilbert took 
“The Count of Monte Cristo” as first 
stellar part. 

Fox began in a barn and a bunga- 
low. Now two square blocks in 
Holly wood and 40 acres in Beverly 
Hills. 











Columbia’s Splurge 











Ist Runs on Broadway |. 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of February 21 
Capitol—“Chasing Rainbows” 
(Metro) 


Colony—‘“Party Girl” (Tif- 
fany) 

Paramount — “ Roadhouse 
Nights” (Par) 

Roxy—‘“‘Happy Days” (Fox) 

Strand—“‘‘Lilies of the Field” 
(FN) 


Week of February 28 


Capitol Anna Christie” 
(Metro) 

Colony—“Dames Ahoy” (U) 

Paramount — “Slightly Scar- 
let” (Par) 

Roxy—"‘Sky Hawk” (Fox) 

Strand — ‘General Crack” 
(WB) 








| extras worked daily in 


| check $8.87. 


Charges Because of Illness 





Columbia’s set fer a splurge on 
its 10th anniversary, in April, and 
will spend about $20,000 that month | 
in a magazine and newspaper cam- 
paign. 

After that, under the direction of 
Hank Linet, advertising and pub- 
licity head, the company will dig 
in.» a $500,000 trunk to spread the 
Columbia legend over the next 11 
months. 


BROWN BACK 
Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 


Hiram S. Brown is due to leave 


here this week for New York. 
Brown has been on the coast 
about three weeks, giving his at- 


tention to R-K-O 

out this way. 
William 

he ead for 


affairs in general 
LeBaron, production 
R-kK-O here, left Monday, 
New York. While east Le- 
Baron will confer with Jos. Schnit- 





aiso for 


zer president of Radio Pictures, 
LET BLUE GO 
Hollywood, Feb. 138. 
Monte Blue, who has the longest 
of continuous service with 


I ‘ord 
has left that company. 

‘Rem ainder of his contract has 
been bought off by Warners 


iers, 





| the late President to 


| Steffes. 





LESSEXTRAS AND HIGHER '*2-commitece of | tne 


DAILY CHECKS IN JAN. 


Holly aaa 


Although an 


Feb. 18. 
average of only 470 
January, the 
12,685 checks issued show an aver- 
age of $9.68 per day's work, 
In January, 1929, 637 extras were | 
working daily, with ‘tee average | 
Z | 
production 


Reason is that when 


is slow the economies come mainly 
in the ordinary mobs. Only 72% of | 
| the 19,745 working January, 1929, 
got $7.50 or $10 checks, while 85% | 
of the 12,685 working during Jan- | 
uary, 1930, got those checks, | 


Novarro Off Concert Thing 


Culver City, Feb. 18. 

Rudolph Vaopetich, representing 
the National Artists’ Bureau, is here 
endeavoring to sign Ramon Novarro 
to a contract to appear in a concert 
tour and also over the National 
Broadcasting chain. 

Novarro will listen to the broad- 
casting, but reneges on the concert 
stuff. Will do the former if M-G is 
willing. 


Pleads Guilty on Tax 











Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Because of ill health Edward H. 
Hayden, income tax specialist for 
film stars, unexpectedly pleaded 
guilty to two of 18 counts charg- 
ing falsifying of income tax re- 
turns. 

United States Judge McCormick 
sentenced him to nine months in 
the county jail. Hayden was secre- 
tary to William G. McAdoo when 
the latter was in Woodrow Wil- 
son's cabinet. He also accompanied 
the Paris 
peace conference as one of the 
secretarial staff. 


Dancing as News 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Chinese theatre’s innovation of 
open air dancing in the fore-court 
every Saturday night, with Abe Ly- 
man's band, is attracting the news- 
reel noses, 


|from proc 
ischool of 
|fundamentals for 
by the 


|subjects. 


NEW METHODS 


Actors’ Branch of Picture- 
dom’s Academy Aims for 
_ Practical 


‘ALIBI FOR VANITY 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 


Robert Edeson is making the | 


rounds of the studios to obtain in- 


dividual reactions and suggestions 


luction executives for the 
sound 


projected 


speech and 
actors 
of M. P. 


Academy Arts and 


| Sciences, 


There is no 
establish a 
institute 
requiring 


permanent 
but to meet the 
actors of both 


exigency 
stage and 


picture experience to adapt their 
jart to the microphone. 
A few outstanding stars have 


been given individual instruction 
by stage experts, Gloria 
by Laura Hope Crews and Norma 
Talmadge by Mrs. Leslie Carter as 
examples, 
Field Coaching No Good 

Such coaching has not been 
feasible for the rank and file of 
screen-credit players. Isolated 
studio attempts to have vocal 
coaches working from the side- 
lines have not been effective be- 
cause of actor resentment at hayv- 
ing errors called. 


An actor has to admit he’s 
wrong before he'll mend his ways. 
No self-respecting actor will admit 
to Sophrona McAllister Glutts, of 
the Whatnot School of Elocution, 
that she knows more about voice 
placing or expression than he does. 

tdeson, Tucker and Cowan seek 
diplomatic means of calling the 
actor’s attention to his failings 
without calling him for them, and 
of persuading him to correct them 
of his own volition. 

He is going to be able to study 
his voice and correct his defects in 
tne privacy of his own home, ac- 
cording to the plans in formacon. 
It will cost no money. 


Disc Teaching 


The disc method will be used. 
After a few tips by technicians on 
the reactions of mikes and talks 
by notables of the legit on deliv- 
ery and placing, each member of 
the school will be invited to re- 
cite a standard verse that con- 
tains the necessary sibilants, gut- 
terals, high and lows, etc. This is 


recorded and he is given the disc 
to take home. 

With it he receives a disc on 
which the verse is recited as it 
should be by an expert. Also a 
set of horrible example discs in 


which each type of vocal defect is 





Metrotone took shots of the 
and will release it this month under | 
the head of “Dancing Under the! 
Stars in February.” 


scene 





Wadsworth-Steffes Suit _ | 
Mason Wadsworth has filed a| 
judgment in the New York City 
Court for $1,114 against William A.| 
It’s a suit for $1,900 paid to 
Steffes under an agreement by | 
which the latter would procure the| 
exhibition of the film,“‘The Gift of | 
the Jungie,” in towns and states |t 
west of the Mississippi River of over 
10,600 population. 
Plaintiff was to pay Steffes $5,000, 
but alleges that he did nothing and 
failed to return the moaey. 








demonstrated by an expert culled 
from the foot of the class in 
elocution schools. 

The actor can play these over on 


his phonograph. He can listen to 
the perfect delivery, then to his 
own delivery. Then if he can’t de- 


tect what’s wrong, he plays the 
horrible examples until he dis- | 
covers toward which of them he 
tends 


When recognizing 
is expected to eliminate it, d 
be humble enough to request ad- 
vice if he can’t manage it alor 


George Arliss, the Ban 
and actors of th lib 
appear at sessions of t} talker 
school on the theory that their ad 


Instruction of | 
Professionals in New Art) 


him into an auto and carried 
him back to the theatre, where 
the robbery was committed. | 
Thomas was not discovered i 
until hours later, his cries } 
finally being heard by a police- | 
man. | 


intention to | 
dramatic | 


< ‘ 
Swanson | 


his defect he | 


AUGHT BY DISCS 





f Bway $2 Houses 


Spend $250,000 


Annually on Electric Displays 








A Nightmare 


Charlotte, N. C., 
Howard Thomas, 
manager of the Carolina thea- 
tre, was kidnaped by bandits, 


Feb 18 
assistant 


carried to the theatre, forced 
to open the safe and then 
tossed over a balcony rail to 
the main floor of the house, | 
breaking his leg among other |} 
injuries. | 
Robbers got $1,500 out of the 
office safe 


Thomas was met at the end 
of a suburban street car line 
about one a. m, Bandits forced 











‘SCOURING CHI AREA FOR 


FOREIGN TONGUE COIN 


ago, Feb, 18. 


a survey of | 


( ‘hie 


Film row is making 


the foreign 


Edeson and Richard Tucker, as a | 

Actors 

Br ch, are co-ordinating plans 

with Lester Cowan, assistant sec- 
retary of the Academy. 

It is aimed to give practical in- | 
‘struction on the nature of speech 
and hearing, reading of lines, 
speech defects, accent and similar 


here and in|! 


situation 


foreign 


surrounding states as to 
tongue pictures for domestic use. | 
Metro precipitated the rush bh 

first sending out its scouts. Wit | 
this company programming foreign | 
dialog as soon as possible, it is par- 
ticularly charting the German sec- | 
tors, and then the Spanish areas, | 


Chicago’s German speaking popu- 
lation is around 1,000,000, and seen | 
as a rich field for the introduction |} 
of the German talker. Wisconsin} 
as a whole, and certain sections of 
Minnesota, also are heavily popu- 
lated with Teutonic stock, 

Local field for Spanish talkers is 
more limited but adaptable. There 
is a heavy Mexican population in 
the south end mill district and in 
nearby Indiana towns which con- 
tinue the industrial area along Lake 
Michigan. 





Vidors’ $33,235 


Feb. 18. 

Judgment of $33,235 was granted 
King Vidor and his father, C. S. 
Vidor, for usury charges on money 
loaned in 1923 by the Milwaukee 
Building Company and Title Insur- 
ance and Trust Company of Los 
Angeles for the building of the Ed- 
ucational Studios. Harold A. Fend- 
ler represented the Vidors. 

Case was opened a month ago, al- 
though of seven years’ standing. 
Loeb, Walker, and Loeb, represent- 
ing the defendants, lost on a motion 
of dismissal because of the failure to 
sue earlier. 

Studio actually cost $88,000, but in 
financing stood at $115,000. This, 
court found, was $11,078 above the 
legal rate of interest. Damages in 
judgment were trebled according to 
law. e 


Hollywood, 


Connolly Leaves Fox 


Jack Connolly has severed rela- 
tions with Fox. He was in charge 


| sign cost for one 


| hand value of the 





of Movietone News throughout the 
Continent, being called to this side 
about three weeks ago. He was re- 
sponsible for grabbing sernard 
Shaw, the King of Spain, Mussolini, 
| King of England and other interna- 
| tional figures for the Fox reel 





Connolly has gone south and will} 
jremain away about a month. 
arian rtnereencttonesnoas | 
vice will be cepted with respect. | 
‘ . ’ i. ha } ; ; { 
Lester Cowan is consulting with 
Carl E. Seashore, dean of the grad- | 
01 of University of | 
Iow i j an sitet on tY 
1 ) | 
j ‘ 
a i 
t i is i i ir e 
t pe. ssi18 


Half a dozen $2 Broadway film 
theatres—-Criterion, Astor, Gaiety, 
Central, Carroll, Warners and Win- 


ter Garden—are averaging a mini- 
mum of $250,000 annually for special 
This includes 
installa- 
but 
the 


electrical displays. 
the cost of building signs, 
tion and maintenance (labor), 
does not include the cost of 
power to light the displays. 
Film companies have been com- 
peting with each other in the mat- 
ter of splurges by bulb. Sign mak- 
ers, of course, clean up on the pre- 


mieres, partic where pigtures 
fail to hold up and are replaced 
every few weeks 

In some cases signs are onl 


others the 
A minimum 
of the houses men- 
tioned is said to be $7,000. Second- 
15-foot letters is 
practically nil, as the sign compa- 
nies allow only a trifling rebate or 
assume that the Ietters revert to 
them at the end of a run. 


leased to theatres. In 


theatre buys the sign. 


Each letter in a giant electrical 
display costs from $200 up. Lengthy 
titles are a lixury. Electrical item 


is often about 50% of the pre-open- 
ing nut of a $2 film, except where 
special newspaper campaigns are 
conducted. 

The Winter Garden has had the 
most pretentious displays, having a 
expanse running an _ entire 
block on Broadway and three stories 
high. For “Noah's Ark” a curtain 
of steam was added to the electric 
effects, bringing the cost up to 
around $50,000 That remains the 
pinnacle of the trical splurges 
to date. 


sign 


elec 


MIDNIGHT SHOW HABIT 


SWEEPING ALL NEW YORK 


Policy of holding midnight shows 
on Saturday night, which the 
Broadway theatres started about a 
month ago, has today spread to al- 
most a majority of the theatres in 
Greater New York. Even the two- 
bit houses in the Bronx and Brook- 
lyn are now giving midnight mats 
over the weekends. 

Theatres off Broadway were 
afraid to try it at first, believing 
that the late shows couldn’t draw 
from the neighborhoods. But after 
a few of the circuit theatres pi- 
oneered the midnight policy and 
made a success of it, the smaller 
house followed suit. 


Swetland Upheld i in Sale 
Of His Trade Paper 


Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court upheld the action of A. B. 
Swetland, chicf stockholder and 
liquidator of the “Exhibitors Trade 
Review’ ‘in selling the property to 
George C. Williams for the Exhibi- 
tors Review Publishing Corp. for 
$75,000 in 1923, although he collected 
only $18,000. 

Objections were made by James 
M. Davis, a stockholder, who got a 
decision in the lower court that 
Swetland’s acts were unlawful and 
in violation of his duties. Davis 
had $25,000 in stock. 


Day’s Device 


Hlollywood, Feb. 18 

Charles E, Day has a new record- 
ing device which will get its test in 
the making of a one-reeler starring 
Eddie Lambert at the Phil Gold- 
stone studio. The devise is a tele- 
phone wire which carries the sound 
to a record which is later duped 
onto the film. 

The picture is to be called “Dry 
Docked in the Desert,” and will be 
directed by Cullen Tate. 
will make her screen 


lebut as the femme lead. 


GILBERT AS '49’ER 





Holly wood, eb 18 
John Gilbert will cast as 4a 
gun-toter of the gold rush days in 
his next for Metro. 
Laurence Stallings and Maxwell 


Anderson assigned to do the story. 
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. 12 VARIETY see Wednesday, February 19, — 
“Not So Dumb” Lets Chi. Slide Into |. oe eer. ws. “Sunnyside” Minn's. Wow—$50,000 in 3 
| Split with | Oriental—Both Top $42, 000 — vapreng a Wks.; Stock’s “Interlude” Hurts, $12,000 





! 
Chicago, Feb. 18. _ SLIDES A BIT; FRA ther hel ped business last ‘week, “STAGE SHOW HELPS FOX, Minneapolis, Feb. 18, 
but inferior offerings kept many 

















Two de luxe houses practically ee (Drawing Population, 500,000) 
ey ror Ge toe lead aan week, ze gers ve * , » 4] 8 Weather: Fairly favorable 
riental doing great business with CENTURY BES Missouri, in its secon week oO — ee ' ’ ee ee ad = 
“Second Choice,” and Sophie Tucker “Love Parade,” did well. Ed Lowry’s *) : tialto is apparently settling back 
on stage, while the Chicago went | | birthd y party on the Ambassador i into its protracted slump from 
yn stage, } 2 ricago € yirthda arty 1e / assa 
5 hee po - »” | agg M2 <* o piers ree ' which it emerged during auto show 
ap agian ie eg A Rn eer Pedinees, Fob. 20, | Suen Stee soe aime be ee ota Washington, Feb. 18. | week. With few exceptions last 
$49 700 "Seat "$300 ne than the Drawing Population, 850,000) folte A aa a oe (Estimated White Population, week brought little encouragement, 
é § PIV re i l ’ ’ oO ) y : ‘co ry 
“ ’ . ‘ , : Bucking the trend, “Sunnyside 
Oriental figure. The Oriental has | Weather: Bad : . : hig nn et 7 ’ As 
ceten > Bases. — ee a ae BR spe te a Estimates for Last Week Weather: Fair Up,” in its third week at the Cen- 
< bs P i ae 2 oe 5 Jus anc er ee ag > } . Qn fF | an, 2 “y?? f “@ < rQ a > 
any box office pictures, and is rest- atk, unainnie Weiss Seinen _| Ambassador (3,000; 35-50-65-75) Warner houses presented a wide |tUry,” and Strange Interlude 
: os and screen sharing the blame. Ru~ | ug ¢ Cl e” (Par) Ed : , (Bainbridge stock), at the Shubert, 
ing its hopes entirely upon stage | mor last week that the Palace, dark treet of : gy i ’ -.. | contrast in their respective hold- si pod } 2 "Fr teats i ¢ 
names. However, house has proven | cince failure of combo policy early | Lowry s birthday party an aid; overs. Met, with “Sacred Flame,” tt 7 —, : hon fxs is 
that with good pictures it can make | this season, will house a civic the- | $99,100. _ - should have let it go at one week; | {yo Bhi atid Rolie tor a fourths 
money. | atoe project. Fox (6,000; 35-75) “Harmony at| while the Earle, with “Sally,” got aa: A "$2 th “y torte je” 
“Show Boat” was a definite disap- | Century again led the precession| Home” (Fox). Just so-so; around/more than the house registers on post Had eemeitinan Mier pte 
; P > Roosevelt. z -i]) | - ‘nee Ss 30,000. an average week by 35,600. pha ’ _— es 
pointment at the Roosevelt, and will jbut with a reduced gross and | $3 hese s , the film theatres 
be yanked today (Tuesday). Chi| “Nanette.” “New York Lights,” at Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65) Loew's two houses did well. Co- With a strong picture, “Their Ow 
nak alte —" = ithe dtantey.- also sifone > pe- | “Chaci ai a ; lumbia had “Devil May Care,” and & Siponsg P e, , 2 
was the last city in the country to | the Stanley, also slipped below re Chasing Rainbows (M-G). An- i J. = , | Desire,” and pleasing vaude, the Ore 
get the picture, film having been jcent highs at this stand. Outstand-| other “in the wings” story, legs and | the Palace got $20,000 with “7 Days pheum did as well ae ‘eowls he exe 
held out because of Universal's con- |ing was the New with “Hot for] theme songs; $16,800. Leave. Fox jumped back into top ected at its low cale “Hell's Hee 
tract with Ziegfeld, giving the stage | Paris.” Missouri (3,800;  85-50-65-75) | business with “Harmony At Home,” | Doow 2+ the. aster, did better tham 
show first crack at the town. “Sun- Keith’s with a double bill, “Pea-|«) oye Parade” (Par) (2d week) aided by a potent stage attraction, average Bese at) : 
nyside Up” held remarkably at Mc- |cock Alley” and “First Command,” : = on Ee *| Singer’s Midgets. ig tats Ba ay 
Vicker’s and is still making good | also reported a good gross Oke at $15,300. a pee Estimates for Last Week Big problem for Publix is its aCe, 
y. Stays an extra week, “Love| Weather first half was bad, and|,,Grand, Central | (1,700; 50-75) gp Pesala e Pe ie. the Minnesota. Everything possible 
Parade” 1 mets _ % aa ened 0 ‘ded pit aa “Other Tomorrow” (FN). Just a Columbia (Loew) — “Devil May | being done in the way of exploitae 
iran viele 3 — es “—™ ha eats a ca ° picture; $5,200. Care” (M-G) (1,232; 35-50). Back | tion, etc., and both shows and pice 
te f Sure va “ ee ae wae ro oF Estimates for Last Week —— where house usually registers; $13,- | tures okay, augmenting the units 
gi fe pa sree <> rr ie Orat Century (Loew) — “No, No, Na- . ne ' stage shows with extra name ate 
4 nette” (FN) (3,200; 25-60). Good, Publ P | d UJ arle (Warner)—‘Sally” (FN) | tractions, yet the public does not 
week at “ olan "aitecs th _— but not up to expectations; at least IX, ort an 9 p at (2,244; 35-50). Everybody joyous | respond adequately. Maybe it’s the 
‘ao vg ad 4 ma ; at sae ase EB | $1,000 under previous week at about ; with $18,000 on second stanza. 75-cent scale. 
& K yoy Ba YY : a Sriehtl eae jy | 270,000. $10 300—B way $14 000 Fox (Fox)—“Harmony at Home” Lincoln’s birthday helped. but this 
. erie at Phaitings ne bee ; Stanley (Loew, Stanley-Crandall) b 3 ’ (Fox) and Singer’s Midgets (3,434; | was offset by the return of blizzardg 
“Hit. the. Deck” “dropped = ae —‘New York Lights” (UA) _ ,3,600; on 35-50-60-75). Top business with | the next few days. j 
A . a oe : | 25-60). Under recent averages here; ” ’ _ . > matinees; $22,700. Estimates for Last Week 
woods, rane cara ee: the | time was when Norma Talmadge _ Portland, UTe., Feb. 18. Met (Warner)—‘“Sacred Flame” Mi ta (Publix) (4,200: 75) 
rene ge gee gpl bah Rha pit | big here in any film; about $16,000. (Drawing Population, 310,000) (WB) (1,585; 35-50). Got all there | ,,, et Ahr (WB) ge! postny 
ptt Pap ee BE i gag tg why gp Aamety New (M. Mechanic)—‘“Hot for; Latest icity gag is “Come | Was on “not recommended for chil- wag pala 
ea a : i aed Faye i satest publicity gag is Come : . > ture: ’ cte 
ere crinecne d che katy on per dragged | Paris” (Fox) (1,500; 25-50). Drew|Dpown Town Week,” staged by dren” on first week; second week, te ll- — a Mea — , van tg ah 
their parents to see the dog. |eonsistently well despite weather; |Chamber of Co anen erchants, | With day out to switch to Friday | Taw te femmes in droves, bu 
" 1amber of Commerce, merchants, . | didn’t: previous Barrymore pictures 
Estimates for Last Week $11,000 or better. showmen. to boost rialto traflic, | Opening, gave house less than $8,000, | ©* - A p! A ,* _ ; Pate ott 
Chicago (Publix-B & K)—‘“Not Keith’s (Schanbergers)—‘“Peacock | window shopping and b. o. biz. Idea | drop of 10 grand. Nn is dly — + ng Byers 
So Dumb” (M-G), stage show (4,- | Alley” (Tiff), and “First Command” | started with the Publix effort to National (Erlanger) — Johnson | hao lig de a piste jg ® 1 ogre 
400; 50-85). Not so hot; additional | (Pathe) (2,500; 25-50). Double bill! set back into line of good grosses. | African pictures (1,745; = 25-$1.50). just pth neon ‘eet going. 32,% , 
Hearst plugging didn’t help; fair pleased; reported satisfying at $10,- | Gharlie Kurtzman’s dynamite has Not a good week, but praise for pic- Cc . (Publix) (1,600: 75)— 
week at $42,700. 500. 3 aqz:, | had its effect. Fox and indie houses | ture. * , | ages Sat oe ot 
McVicker’s (Publix-B & K)— Auditorium (Schanbergers)—“Hit | joined in. It is believed that the Palace (Loew) — “Seven Days Sunnyside Up” (Fox). Third big 
“Sunnyside Up” (Fox) (1,855; 60- the Deck” (Radio) (1,572; 25-$1). A} boost will help for some time. Leave” (Par), stage show (2,363; week and held for a fourth; outdis« 
85). Dropped on fourth week, but | t2ousand down on second week; $7,-| The Portland had a better week | 35-50-60). a $2,000 drop from pre- | tancing all predecessors at house; 
| ge ; tog : 000; one more to go. ith “Str { Ch ” th vious week, but good at $20,000. a real smash at about $13,100; neare 
See eee eg oF | Valencia (Loew-UA) — “Little | Ysual, and the Fox houses, Broad- | Rialto (U)—“Night Ride” (U) (,- | ly $50,000 for three weeks 
an extra week; ‘‘Love Parade” (Par) : Sandee ae onan usual, anc ne Fox houses, Broad- | ._ aa ” en a ae : # ¢ : ee 
; ‘ } hnny Jones” (FN) (1,200 25-39).) way ; Inite ists. wer av, | 978; 35-50). Holding above former State (Publix) (2,200; 60)—"Chase 
follows: $30,000. Jo J ~ee*:| way and United Artists, were okay. ’ ) ares ate ublis 2,200; , 
M :§ P 10 ee Se Film okay, but business as usual; Duffy Players had Tom Moore, film |#Verage; about $6,000. ing Rainbows” (M-G). Highly 
1 120: Be {Fox)— City Girl , (F ox) means around $2,500. a player, as guest artist in “The RKO (Keith’s)—“Hit the Deck” | pleasing, but no magnet; public ap- 
( ry 50-75). Better than average; Parkway (Loew-UA)—“The Ki- Boomerang” and got extra business, (Radio) (1,870; 35-50). Good fourth parently fed up on backstage stuff 
$7,800. el , bitzer” (Par) (1,000; 25-35). A con- . week at $7,800. and house in bad slump; around $8,< 
Oo | (Publix =) G0 Estimates for Last Week Pp; , 
riental (F ublix-B & K)—“Sec- |sistent business getter; got a big " ——————— 100 poor. 
ond Choice” (WB), _ stage show | week at the downtown Century and Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— Orsheu RKO) (2.890: 50)— 
(3,500; 50-85). Sophie Tucker on | quplicated uptown; about $4,600. “Seven Keys to Baldpate”’ (Radio), GARBO T SEATTL oT) P reed “Desire” “(M-G) "and es 
stage the draw; excellent business eitine and vaude. Got them in early and Rede oo btn a shearer ae 
at $42,400; stage names now definite * HOLDS OVER kept coming: $12,500. yy ” | eaaaae waa psig ta 
policy for the house it seems. 66 roadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— FOR $18 000 IN ANNA : ia Segrnd a. 
Orpheum (Warner)—‘“Love Rack- HAPPY DAYS “Not So Dumb” (M-G). Proved 3 card ——_ 3 had A grey — 
et” (FN) (799; 50-75). Bad for this R Real | 004 comedy film draw; $14,000. 2 ee ee Core 
holdover: $5,300 second week: Ger- | $7,800 in Louisville— enn00"" United Artists (Parker-Fox) (2,- Seattle, Feb. 18. gross; maybe $12,000. ; 
man talker, “Royal Box” (WB) cur- Leader a 600; 25-60)— “Chasing Rainbows” (Drawing Population, 550,000) Seventh Street (RKO) (1,500; 50), 


rent with hopes and fears. 
Roosevelt (Publix-B & K)—‘“Show 
Boat” (U) (1,500; 50-85). Didn't 
stand a chance after first couple 
days; dropped off quickly and goes 
out won 12 days: $22,500. “Nan- 


(M-G). Good opening week and 
will hold; $8,000. 

Portland (Publix) (3,500; 25-60)— 
“Street of Chance” (Par). Dra- 
matic and went well; best showing 
for house in weeks; $10,300. 


—‘Happy Days” (Fox). Good pice 
ture of kind, but another backstage 
revue; house made inauspicious 
start as de luxe film theatre sans 
stage entertainment or ochestraj 
about $4,000, bad. 


Weather: Rain and Cool 
“Garbo talks” and the town talked. 
Town heavily billed, “Anna Chris- 
tie” in for two weeks and looks 
good for more. 
Liberty did good biz with 


Louisville, Feb. 18. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Mild and Rain 
As a whole, last week proved 





“Rio 
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bate 


re ara Rs See eats, Ve 








- a ee gt inte 4 x Fy “s, ly e > a c ° - 
ette” (FS) replaces. satisfactory to all exhibitors. On Rialto (Publix) (1,500; 25-60)—] Rita” Lyric (Publix (1,200;  40)— 
State- Lake (RKO)—"Grand Pa- | Loew's, with “The Bishop —~ “Men Are Like That.” Fair at | paa sates Tein Mensemngen oleae, “Hearts in Exile” (WB). Dolores 
rade” (Pathe) and vaude (2,700; 50- | Case,” fell below average. 11 | $4,000. -| Costello a fair draw here; sround 
sys 7} ff n Blue Mouse did good second week , 
75). Rin Tin Tin on stage brought | its $16,000 was somewhat of, con-|— Alder (Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25-50) | With “Party Girl.” $3,400; not so hot. 
all the kids; Lincoln’s birthday |Sidering the pace this house set In |_“Sunnyside Up” (Fox). Still good Estimates for Last Week Pantages (Pantages) (1,500; 25- 
house 90% youngsters; good at $27,- | January, still busi ess was accept- | jn fifth week; $5,500. s a a es ae cae 
G00 able. Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25) eattle (Pub) (3,106; 25-60) | 50)—“Lost Zeppelin (Tiff) and 
Ini : iy-T] “Happy Days” was held over at “ug ” gg Se “Street of Chance” (Par). Stan-| vaude. Picture deserves credit for 
United Artists (Publix-UA) — appy Va} we owe ca pone of Love” (Col). Fair at) icich now organist; biz just fair; | fair draw the house enjoyed; about 
“Show of Shows” (WB) (1,700; 50-| the Strand when it grossed around | ¢¢ q99, $14,000 papi: « * 5. cana a 
75). Started big but showed signs $7,800. This is the best here ger Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 25- Fifth Ave (Fox) (2,500; 25-60) ees ia a . Pe * 
of weakening toward end; nice at| ‘Sunnyside Up” and well over the | 59)—“General Crack” (WB). Pretty “Chasing Rainbows” (M-G). Got Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—"Hell’s 
#1508. eee), ere ees Log Mp good in fourth week; $4,500. 40s) | $18 500 ’ Padre (U). eee a Ha 
oods (RKO)—‘“Hit the Deck” | Strong. ittle Alamo, oO ats riental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35) —— - , i ; s house and please mimensely; 
(Radio) (1,200; 50-85). Slumped five |@t 40 cents, lined them up with|_«paming of the Shrew” (UA). commie’ “tae” soe ‘Anna | around $3,500; much better tham 
grand on third week; getting close Lone Star Ranger. This film Back for return showing and did ee agg: I nar ‘fi cea be thin: average. er tat 
to the line; $17,000. was proportionately a arenger fairly; $5,500. great biz: $18,000. 8; Grand (Publix) (1,000; 35)— ‘New 
~ draw chan another. tn town Bes |" Dufwin’ (Duty) (1.40; ass.) [TSH MG, SI8HD | ggg, ag, | Form Mlohte (UA) Bret alts “Dye 
y rs "er rive y " —. > i. © , ~~ bs P M-G 9 lé ° . = 
$14 700 N ’ nt pn heined the Rialto to a com- —— LF eg soy > 50-75) “Party Girl” (Tiff). Adver-| ona loop runs oe $2,500 pion as 
’ . 0S STANDOUT fortable take but failed to prove as es th 7 5 *|tised “not recommended for chil- tory iis 
. sensational as the opening indi- ooo Se cervie) (500: $2)—Moroni | 9Ten”;, Good week; $8,750 Shubert (Bainbridge stock) (1 
* J § 18a § 4 - . . 2)—) ’ ’ . » é ICK = 
“This Thing Called Love” at Orph. | cated. Ouen ‘Players, road company, in|,,Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25-| 500; 75-$2)—“Strange Interlude.” 
—"Sally” No Throb at $19,000 Estimates for Last Week “Makropoulos Secret.” Junior |5°-75) “She Couldn't Say No”! o’Neill play, after a capacity week 


New Orleans, Feb. 18. 
(Drawing Population—500,000) 


Weather: Ideal 
Outstanding draw 
was “This Thing Cailed Love,” 


which gave the Orpheum a stellar 
total close to $15,000. Disappointing 
from the boxoffice angle was “Sal- 
ly.” Weather perfect and publicity 
of first rank, yet picture ran pecu- 
Started light Saturday and 
picked up Monday 
only to slip again the final 
Gross was $18,900, just 


liarly 
Sunday, 
Tuesday, 
three days. 
about a “break.” 

“This Is Heaven,” 
got $4,100, and “Hallelujah,” 
second and last week, went 
$3,000 
up again at the 
ment. 


end of the 


Estimates for Last Week 
This a 


Orpheum— (2,400: 60) “ 
Called Love” (Pathe). No 
about this one locally; real 
getting $14,700. 

Loew’s State—(3,218: 60) 
from Sh: inghai.” 
of hurrah stuff 
clientele; vaude 

Saenger—(3,568;65) “Sally” 
Marillyn Miller 
no panic by any means; 
900, just about even brea 

Strand — (2,200; 50) 
Heaven” (Par). Managed 
out a small profit; $4,127 

Tudor — (800; 50) 
(M-G). 


that 


of last week 


at the Strand, 


and was beginning to 
engage- 


Mary Anderson (RKO) (1,387; 35- 
50)—“Love Racket” (FN). Un- 
doubtedly lost some business be- 
cause of similarity of title to “Love 
Parade,” playing next door; $2,800, 
just fair. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,785; 35- 
50)—“Happy Days” (Fox). Lived 
up to its name at around $7,800; 
held for second week, with strong 
business continuing. 

State (Loew) (3400; 35-50)— 
“Bishop Murder Case” (M-G). Well 
liked but a little too gruesome for 
many; héld well against stiff oppo- 
sition; just over $16,000. 

Rialto (RKO) (2,940; 30-50)— 
“Love Parade” (Par). Brought 
nice return: swelled to $6,900. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 
“Lone Star Ranger” (Fox). 
them out at bargain matinees; with 
“Happy Days” made a big local 
week for Fox: close to $5,600 here. 

Ritz (Laffell) (1,120; 


40)— 
Stood 





’ | was 


“y sic} T Vv t , yt ~ 
et gute Ripe he a jand a stock burlesque 


pleased 
helped; $17,4 lance; 
in her first try 

total $18,- 
k for house. 
“This 
to eke 


“Hallelujah” 
Playing to whites only i 
its second and last week; $3,200: 





‘Sunshine Revue.” Second week of 
IL affell’s musical comediettes slight- 
I hy off to aro. und $2,600; care has to 
be used here: house, as the Walnut, 
closed less than a month ago 
was forced 
out of town for indecent perform- 
Laffell has an ace in his 


chorus, best looking in a long time. 





Keaton’s One More 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
M-G-M will keep Buster 
for one more picture. 
Ed Sedgwick is collaborating with 
the comedian on a story. 


15-35)— | 


Keaton | 


League management. $3,500 fair. 


B’klyn Par, $48,000 


Brooklyn, Feb. 18. 
Ordinary film fare last week. At 
the Paramount “Burning Up” pulled 
$48,000, not so good. 
Fox held over “Sunnyside Up,” 
and business was uneventful. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Paramount—"Burning Up” (Par) 
4,000; 35-50-75). Rudy Vallee drew 
extra crowd on Valentine’s day, 





when he distributed autographed 
valentines; plenty of cops; $48,000. 
Strand—“So Long Letty” (WB) 


(25-35-50-60-75)3. 
here. 

Fox—‘“Sunnyside Up” (Fox) (4,- 
000; 35-40-50-60-75). Second week 
for this one and not too strong; 

23,000. 

Met—“Woman Racket” (3,577; 35- 
40-50-75). Wrapped by the scribes; 
Van and Schenck headlining vaude: 
$22,800, 

Albee—“Seven Keys to Baldpate” 
(Radio) (3,248; 35- 50- 60-7: 5). Pleas- 
ing film with vaude;: 7,000. 


Nothing exciting 





SALLY STARR, NOW PATHE 
Culver City, Feb, 18. 

Sally Starr’s contract with Metro 
jas a featured player was taken up 
by Pathe when the former failed 
to exercise its option. 

Her first for Pathe is 
lead in “Swing High.” 


femme 








(WB). In for run; $9,250. 

Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 15-25-35) “Rio Rita” (Radio). 
Folks like the sound effects at this 


house; on second run; $12,000. 
Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35) 
“Senor Americano” (Fox). Weak 
on $2,500. 
Metropolitan (Pub) (1,200; 25-60) 
“Other Tomorrow” (FN). Billie 


Dove and picture advertised heavily 
for femme appeal; $4,700. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60) 
“Hit the Deck” (Radio) (2 2a week). 





Okay but way below opener; $16,- 
700. 
« 
$7,800 Tacoma High 
Tacoma, Feb. 18. 


(Drawing Population, 125,000) 

Weather: Cool and Fog 
Normal last week with some good 

pictures at the first runs. “Sally” 
clicked and “General Crack” hed a 
good second week at the Blue 
Mouse. This house is consistently 
clicking. 

Rialto was okay with 
Blues” and “Hallelujah” fair 
Colonial. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Pantages (RKO) (1,500; 25-60) 
Sally” (FN). Nice at $7,800. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 

50) “General Crack” (WB) (24d 
week). Good for $3,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,200: 25-35-56) 
“Navy Blues” (M-G). Got $5,100. 

Colonial (Fox) (850; 25) “Halle- 
lujah” (M-G). Did $3,200, 


“Navy 
at the 








at $4.40 top recently, proved a knocke- 
out in stock; capacity at each of 
seven performances; around $12,000 
great and held for second week. 


Met Revives for $47 400: 
Mem. Down to $20,000 


Boston, Feb. 18. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather: Warm 
The Metropolitan came back into 





its own last week and closed the 
period with a gross of $44,400. This 
is something like old times for the 
big Publix theatre. All film houses, 
excepting the Keith-Memorial, had 
a good week. 

At the Memorial, “Hit the Deck,” 
ending a two weeks’ run, brought 
the total down to $20,000, brutal 
for this theatre, and the Keith- 
Albee, however, grossed $17,500, 
which is fair at best, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-76) 
“Green joddess” (WB). Arliss 
drew ’em for $44,400; sweet week. 

Keith-Memorial (4,000; 35-50-60) 
“Hit the Deck” (Radio). Took bad 
dive on holdover; $20,000. 

Keith-Albee (3,000; 50-60) ‘Seven 
Keys to Baldpate”’ (Radio). Quite 
ordinary; $17,500. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 30-40-50) 


“Devil May Care” (M-G). Not bad 


at $19,400. 
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Broadway Has a Quiet Week: 


Cap. $2,000 Behind Par at $73,300 
Roxy's! s 4 Days of Grandeur, $84,000 


George Arliss’ second picture, ‘PITT EASES DOWN; 


Richman’s first, the Grandeur 
feature at the Roxy and the Para- 
mount-Publix publicity 
for “Vagabond King,” due 
(Wednesday) at the Criterion, 
vided the trade excitement 
week 

on 


Harry 


actual boxoffice performance 
the week didn’t bring forward any- 
thing extraordinary. “Not So Dumb” 
was funny enough to get $73,300 at 
the Cupitul, “Burning Up” gave the 
Paramount an average good week, 
and “So Long Letty” proved one of 
the weakest attractions the Strand 
has had since summer. 

Publix twins, Rialto and Rivoli, 
again did proportionately the best 
business of the street. “Condemned,” 


particularly, was steady, running 
about neck and neck with “Street 
of Chance” at the Rialto, which 


dropped $18,200 from its first week. 
The Goldwyn picture slipped only 
$9,800. 

Phantom of the Opera 
potency at the Colony 
earned a_ holdover. German all- 
talker at the Mansfield, “Dich Hab 
Ich Geliebt” doing less than $5,000 
scrammed, house reverting to legit 


” 


showed 
and 


So0TReC 


fireworks | 
tonight | 
pro- | 
last | 


! 
| 
} 
| 


| get three weeks unless booking 





this Saturday. 
New York was treated to the | 
worst weather of the winter over 


the weekend. All day rain Thursday 
and snow with intense cold follow- 
ing cut in on most of the picture 
palaces, although “Happy Days” 
opened strongly at the Roxy. This 
technical (Grandeur) innovation 
aroused public curiosity and against 
the bad weather break accumulated 
$84,000 from Thursday to Sunday. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—‘‘Rogue Song” (Metro) (1,- 
120; $1-$2) (4th week). Doing nicely 
though surrounding houses note the 
overflow is no more; $23,700. 

Capitol—“‘Not So Dumb” (Metro) 
(4,620: 35-50-75-$1.50). Deemed 
good laugh picture; with Hearst 
papers backing, $73,300 very sporty. 

Carroll — “Puttin’ On the Ritz’ 
(UA) (1,018; $1-$2). Came in Fri- 
day: comment divided although 
3roudway in general favorably sur- 
prised. 

Central — “Disraeli’’ 
$1-$2) (19th week). Going along 
very well at around $12,500; on 
present estimates can stick through 
April; what a darb this one has 
been. 

Colony—‘‘Phantom of Opera” (U) 
(1,900; 35-50-75). Dialog reissue of 
old Lon Chaney picture beat $15,- 
000; retained for second week. 

Criterion — “Vagabond King” 
(Par) (862; $1-$2). Opens to public 
tonight (Wednesday); two prem- 
ieres, one for press exclusively; 
Publix has guest critics in town 
trom Chicago, Detroit, Kansas City, 
Boston and Buffalo; Paramount 
spending dollar for dollar on pub- 
licity with Publix: “Love Parade” 
still around 14, 000° on exit, renamed 
for Rivoli Feb. 28 or March 7, 

Embassy—Newsreel House (Fox- 
Hearst) (568; 25). Around $7,500 
okay. 

Gaiety — “Troopers 3” 
(S08; $1-$2). Opened Saturday mat- 
inee; rated agreeable comedy. 

Globe — “Second Wife” (Radio) 
(1,065; 35-50-75). Just a filler; 
around $16,000; house has to have 
outstanding attractions to connect. 

Mansfield—“Dich Hab Ich Geliebt” 
(AAfa-Tobis) (1,100; 50-$1.50) (3rd, 
final week). Needed a German 
neighborhood; Times Square side 
street no good; hardly $4,000. 

Paramount—"“Burning Up” (Par) 
8,665; 35-65-$1). Nothing weak 
about $75,300. 

Rialto—“Street of Chance” (Par) 
(2,000; 35-50-65-85) (3rd week). 
Second week, $47,100 after opening 
to $65,300; sharp drop. 

Rivoli—“Condemned” (Ua) £2,200; 
35-50-65-85) (Srd week). Holding 
up strong; Jess than $10,000 dif- 
ference in pace from opener; $45,- 
eve, 

Roxy——“Cameo Kirby” (Fox) (6,- 
205; 50-75-$1.50). Cut this one to 
Six days to give “Happy Days” 
(Grandeur) a Thursday opening; 
“Kirby's” short week, $79,800, and 
$84,000 for “Happy Days” on big 
screen Thurs. to Sunday. 

Strand—‘“So Long Letty” (WB) 
(2,900; 35-50-75). House low is 
$15,000 and this one poor at $20,500. 

Warners—“Son of the Gods” (FN) 
(1,360; $1-$2) (3rd week). Not up 
to ree ent Barthelmess successes; 
$18,700. 

Winter Garden—“Green Goddess” 
(WB) (1,484; $1-$2). Opened 
Thursday: two days last week got 
$8,200; Arliss longevity in “Disraeli” 
Points to at least eae rate engage- 
ment for “Goddess”; first time any 
Star in two $2 films on Street simul- 
taneously. 


(Tiffany) 





Madge Bellamy contradicts the 
Story that she is to do talking shorts 
for Fowler. She has made no ar- 

ements with this firm. 


'«Tove Parade” 
(WB) (€922; 








ENRIGHT UP AT $17,000 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
Weather: Rain and Snow 

Weather crimped the town almost 
without exception. Holdovers espe- 
cially suffered. “Love Parade” 
started slowly at the Aldine but deé- 
veloped into virtual capacity after 
first day and shot into real dough at 
$17,500. Flattering notices served 
as impetus. A hold-over and should 
jams 


interfere. Hayse ’way behind sched- 


ule, five pictures here of late having 


accounted for 20 weeks. 

“Hit the Deck” dropped a few 
grand at Sheridan Square in second 
week. About $8,000 but still rated 


final week of 
at Olympic, 


sion. Second and 
“Peacock Alley,” 


forte, hardly $4,000. Went out for 
“Troopers Three’ Saturday, giving 
“Alley” but five days in second 
stanza. 


“Hot for Paris” fared nicely with- 


———— 


| 


i‘Seven Keys to Baldpate” (Radio). 

irst Radio picture at this house in } 
months; about average at $29,100 
| Century (Publix) (3,400; 40-60) 

‘Sally” (FN). A one-week feature 

only for this town: slid sharply | 
on second week; $11,700. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 40-60) 
“Tiger Rose” (WB) and vaude 
Good all around show; held up in 
good shape; $19,300. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 25-30- 
50) “Chasing Rainbews"” (M-G) 
Business maintained good level; 
around $15,000. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 40-60) 
“Lost Zeppelin” (Tiff) and vaude. 
Business oke despite unfavorable 
notices; over 








BUFFALO JUST FAIR — 


Big House $29,100—“Sally” 
2d Week, $11,700 


Dives 


Buftalo, Feb. 18. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Cold and Fair 
Business: was nothing to boast 
about last week. Matinee business, 
_ however, continued heavy. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) | 


$14,500. 


Frisco H.0.'s Dive; 


strong enough to warrant third ses- | 


not so} 


out standing out at the Penn. Maybe | 


$31,000. Picture terribly mutilated 
by censors. Unit “Toytown,” with- 
out m. c., not a very happy thought 
for this house, where they seem to 
be m. c.-nerts. Pathe got its first 
downtown deluxe break at the Stan- 
ley with “His First Command,” but 
results only so-so; under $23,000. 
“Nanette” had no wallop for War- 
ners on first week, trifle below $15,- 
000. Town seems to be getting fed 
up on screen musicals. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Penn (Loew’s-U. A.) (3,300; 25- 
35-60-7 for Paris” (Fox). 
Chopped to pieces by censors but 
got by on strength of “Cockeyed 
World” plug; okay at $31,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
“His First Command” (Pathe). Weak 
at $23,000; first downtown deluxe 
showing for Pathe and picture con- 
sidered only mild fare. 

Aldine (Loew’s) (1,900; 35-50)—- 
(Par). Off to slow 
start but developed quickly; first 
week excellent at $17,500; flattering 
notices sent film into high after first 
couple of days; hoids over. 





Warner (WS) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“No, No, Nanette” (FN). Weak at 


$15,000 in first week; exits Saturday 
for “Green Goddess” (WB). 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-40- 
60)—“The Aviator’ (WB). Liked 
here and pulled house out of slump; 
about $17,000 best here ig over a 
month. 

Olympic (Tiff.) (1,200; 35-50)— 
“Peacock Alley” (Tiff). Out after 
light fortnight for “Troopers Three” 
(Tiff); “Alley never contender and 
second week under $4,000 for five 
days. 

Harris—“Harmony at Home” 
(Fox). Liked by cricks but Willie 
Collier, Sr.’s name meant nothing; 
mild $6,000. 

Sheridan Square—“Hit the Deck” 
(Radio). Dropped few grand in sec- 
ond week to $8,000, but rated strong 
enough to hold over; Jack Oakie be- 
ing given all the credit around here. 


PROVIDENCE SLUMPS 


Right— 








“Deck’s” $10,500 Just All 
State’s $19,000 Best 





Providence, Feb. 18. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Weather: Mostly Fair 


Nothing startling last week. Weak 
bills didn’t help. The Strand and 
Majestic fought it out with double- 
feature bills, both houses being 
around average. 

“Hit the Deck,” preceded by a 
carload of ballyhoo, was okay at the 
Victory, but there was no big noise. 
Considering the type of picture and 
the slow biz all over town, “Ship 
from Shanghai,” at Loew’s State, 
did pretty well on $19,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50)— 
“Ship from Shanghai” (M-G). Opin- 
ions divided on bill; drew faily well 
considering everything; about $19,- 
000. 

Majestic 
“Painted Faces” 
Choice” (WB). 
around $11,000, 


(Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
(Tiff) and “Second 
Bill not so hot; 
average, 


Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Kibitzer” (Par) and “Wedding 
Rings” (FN). Harry Green well 


liked, but support feature no help; | 
about $10,700, also average 

Victory (RKO) (1,600; 15-50)— 
“Hit the Deck” (Radio). Opened 
brisk, but fade d later; feature here | 
indefinitely; plenty of ballyhoo, but 
poor sound in house is beginning to 


raise more squawks; 

good enough, 
Fay’s (Fay) 

(Tiff) and vau 


ciose 


Lost Zeppelin” 
Just so-so, $3,009. 





| 


| 
' 
! 


to $10,500 | 


Ponder Bringing : 
Stage Shows Back) 


San Francisco, Feb. 18. 
(Drawing Population, 760,000) 

Downtown house managements 
are beginning to scratch their heads 
and wonder whether or not stage 
shows of some kind are not a neces- 
sary adjunct. All houses on main 
stem showing pictures only last 
week had indifferent returns while 
houses with stage shows, or acts of 
some kind, clicked healthily. 

Fox, with.“Devil May Care,” got 
better b.o. play than in weeks and 
stage show helped the draw. Casino, 
with “Cameo Kirby,” a picture that 
disappointed, hit a good attendance 
pace believed largely due to a good 
presentation act with plenty of girls. 
The Golden Gate, only vaude house 
in town, has been hitting excellent 
grosses regularly. 

Warfield, with “Hallelujah” in a}! 
second week, brodied badly. Gra- 
nada and “Burning Up” didn’t live 
up to its title and the California, 
on a second week of “Condemned,” 
also tobogganed. St. Francis bowed 
out “The Love Parade” after eleven 
weeks to fair trade. Orpheum suf- 
fered considerably on the second 
week of “Hit the Deck.” Feature 
failed to hold up as expected. 


Estimates for last week 


Fox (Fox) (5,000; 50-65-75-$1)— 
“Devil May Care” (M-G). A coin 
getter from the start; Novarro 
clicked with femmes and matinee 
trade much better than usual; stage 
show also a draw; $46,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90)— 
“Hallelujah” (M-G). After an un- 
expectedly big first week, tobog- 
ganed badly; $13,000. 

Granada (Publix) (2,698; 
65-$1)—“Burning Up” (Par). Didn't 
go for this one; opened extremely 
light and failed to build; hardly 
fair at $12,000. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90)—"“Condemned” (UA). Second 
week brodied after great first seven 
days; closed to about $14,000. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35- 
50-65-90)—“Love Parade” (Par). 
This one took a bow after 11 weeks; 
fair considering long run; $5,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-50-65) 
—“Hit the Deck” (Radio). Another 
one that disappointed badly on sec- 
ond week; first seven days big with 
promise of holding up, but dove; 
$13,500. 


35-50- 


Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50-65- 
90)—-“So Long Letty” (FN). Much 
expected of this feature, but failed 
to click at pace looked for; long 
run of star in stage show here 
recently believed to have hurt; $11,- 
500. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50- 
65-90)—“‘Phantom of the Opera” 
(U). Held over this one and stood 


gaff satisfactorily; profitable at $7,- 
000. 

Casino (Ackerman & Harris) (2,- 
400; 40-60)—“Cameo Kirby” (Fox). 
Picture a disappointment, but stage 
show exceptionally spectacular and 
pulled; $10,300. 





‘eé 
Drops ate “Future” 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
the 
quence of the “March of Events 
revue originally scheduled for divi- 


sion into three sections, past, pres- 


Metro will omit future se 
i 


| Grop. 





‘Lummox’ Low, $18 








-MONTREAL’S TILT WEEK 


Montreal, Feb. 18 

Drawing Population, 600,000) 
Weather: Milder 

Milder weather tilted 


week, with the Palace 


eld. Weekend 


grosses last 


up in twoblock lines at some houses 
i making it look like records all 
around But thines later cam«e 
|back to normal. Hockey on three | 
|nights accounted for some of the | 


“Sally,” at the Palace, collected 
| $22,500. Marylin Miller is a big 
|favorite here. Capitol tried out a 
| war picture, “Sky Hawk,” but didn’t 
}do so well, and $18,000 represents 
| just about average. Loew's $17,000 
|} was collected mainly on sehind 


ithe Makeup.” 
Princess put 
aor ra,’ With dialog, 
ng well over its usual $12,000 
| Pict ive will be held until Monday. 
| Imperial relied more on vaude than 
Painted Angel” for $10,000, better 
| than average. Orpheum took in 
iround $4,000 with “Tanned Legs.” 

| Neighborhoods had banner weeks. 


Estimates for Last Week 


across “Phantom of 


in great shape, 


a graee (FP) (2,700; 40-75)— 

ally” (FN) way to a bang 
Res ~_ a0 falling off some later, but 
22.500 good for this house. 
Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75)—“Sky 
Hawk” (Fox). War picture had 
only average appeal here; $18.000 
fair. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200: 35-60)—*Be- 
hind the Makeup” (Par). Picture 


took most of the gross of $17,000. 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-55)— 
“Phantom of the Opera” (U). Talk- 


er effect crowded house and brought 
in $12,000, better than average: held 
to Monday. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60)— 
“Painted Angel” (FN). Vaude took 
most of gross of $10,000, good. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,200; 40-50)— 
“Tanned Legs” (Radio). Collected 


$4,000, fair attendances. 


Roxy (Ind.) (600; 50)—‘Shiraz.” 
British) (2d week). getter than 
first week with $5,000; held for a 
third week. 





$29, 400 for “Son, Z 2 C; 


| Pan Reaches $13,400. 


| ioiiniiiiniains 
Kansas City, Feb. 18. 
(Drawing Population, 700,000) 

Mainstreet did it again last week 
with “Son of the Gods” and Bae 
Samuels heading the vaude end. And 
don’t belittle the latter at the local 
box office. Springlike weather for 
the openings was a genuine relief, 
and it was almost too nice Sunday. 
Cars were out in droves. 

Annual auto show brought in the 
out-of-towners, but failed to help 
the downtown amusements much as 
it pulled them a couple of miles 
away. Loew’s Midland, with “Devil 
May Care,” drew the femmes and 
the Newman also featured a male 
star, Richard Arlen, in “Burning 
Up,” an auto race story for the oc- 
casion, Pantages had “Love, Live 
and Laugh,” but neither meant as 
much to the regulars as the Bridge 
musical stock. Looks like this com- 
bination is set for another long run 
here. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Mainstreet—“Son of the Gods” 
(FN) (3,200; 25-35-50-60). Lines 
long and continuous; Barthelmess 


and Rae Samuels names made it 
sweet; $29,400. 

Loew’s Midland — “Devil May 
Care” (M-G) (4,000; 25-35-50-60). 


Those who like costume and period 
pictures went for this one; $20,500. 


Parade” would be held for a fourth 





week; held up fairly well; $3,900. 

Pantages — ‘Love, Live and 
} Laugh” (i ox) (2,200; "95 9-30-56 The 
| way Manager Charnisky is bi lling 

this house they don’t know whether 
|it's a musical stock house with pic- 
jtures or pictures with musical 
| stoc -k; not that it matters, as 
hes y’re going tor it in increasing 
numbers; stage show counted this 
| week; $13,400. 
HATRICK SETS STORIES 
Culver City. Feb. 18. 

FE. B. Hatrick, head of the Cosmo- 
| politan Productions, left for New 
| York after conferring with M-G or 

the three Cosmo pictures to be pro-| St 
luced there, 

Titles are “Margin Mugs,” now In 

p i ior “The Big Ho : 
prisor story by Fra 
ae ind J f n I 
i a } 


leading the |} 
attendances piled | 


Vaude was average. | 


Newman—“Burning Up” (Par) 
(1,890; 25-35-50-60). Auto race 
story, appropriate for auto show | 
week; $14,100. 

Royal—“Second Choice” (WB) 
(840; 35-50). Set in on rather short 
notice as it was expected that “Love 





Heat Wallops L. A—Whiteman, $37,000. 
000—Beaches Reap 


“SALLY'S” $22,500 TOPS 





Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 

(Drawing Population: 1,500,000) 

Weather: Very Warm 

Wi! hile other parts of the republie 
were iking chilblain remedies, the 
lox al ‘eeiaeass in its leisure mo- 
ments last week was. splashing 
about in the ocean cooling off As 
ithe beaches got their first break of 
ithe season, the film 
drooped accordingly 

Heat socked about evervthing 

xcept the Chinese, where Rogue 

Song” continues to reign as a box 
office and the State, where 
Island” received stal 
wart bulwarking from Paul White- 
man’s orchestra, special stage at- 
traction of the week. 

For the first time since the new 
Saturday midnight matinee was in- 
augurated, the houses dedicated to 
the entertainment of milkmen and 
other night prowlers found business 
considerably shy of capacity. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Ai ades 


smash, 
Mysterious 


Boulevard (Fox) “Clancy in Wall 
Street” (U) (2,164; 25-50). Charlie 
Murray's presence picture’s only in- 
ducement; just average, $6,800 
| Carthay Circle (Fox) “Devil May 


;}Care”’’ (Metro) (1,500; 
week). Novarro 
snubbed at scale; 
at $10,500 


50-$1.50) (3d 
picture being 
not distinguished 


Chinese (Fox) “Rogue Song” 
(Metro) (2,028; 50-$1.50 (5th week) 
Just under $30,000; sensation of 
Hollywood, 

Criterion (Fox) “Anna Christie” 
(Metro) (1,600 25-75) (4th week). 


May make two or three more weeks. 
Garbo picture has hung uperecords 
and will probably peg others before 


departing; last week $12 ,000. 
Egyptian (UA-Fox) “Laughing 
Lady” (Par) (1,800; 25-75). Very 
good for this one, previously flop- 
ping at downtown Paramount; got 
$11,800, 
| State (Loew-Fox) “Mysterious 
iIsland” (Metro) (2,024; 25-$1). 
| Paul Whiteman’s music gets the 


credit for $37,000; tremendous week; 
“Cockeyed World” got $34,000 last 
week, not $30,000, as reported. 

Million Dollar “Applause” 
(2,300; 35-50). First run for 
Morgan picture spotted here; 
of $5,500 ordinary. 

Orpheum (RKO) 
ette (FN) (2,270; 


(Par) 
Helen 
gross 


“No, No, Nan- 
50-75) (2d week). 


Fell down; two weeks ample; final 
take only $13,000. 

Paramount (Publix) “Burning 
Up” (Par.) (3,595; 25-75). Heat felt 
here; avoided red, but $20,000 not 
boastful. 

RKO—“‘Wall Street” (Pathe) 
1 (2,950; 30-65). Vaudeville included 


Olesen and Johnson, who sell tickets 
locally; picture so-so, leaving $18,- 
500 oecasion for satisfaction. 

United Artists (Pub-UA) “Lum- 
mox” (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) (st 
week). Disappointment; opened to 
$18,000. 

Warners Downtown (WB) “Son 
of the Gods” (FN) (1,800; 50-75) 
(2d week). Fairly smart at $24,000. 

Warners Hollywood (WRB) “Wed- 


ding Rings” (FN) (2,756: 25-75) 
(one week only). Quite puny at 
$13,300. 


PERSONALS OF STARS 
GIVE DENVER $21,200 


Denver, Feb. 


(Drawing Population, Prbyetog 
Weather: Fair 


Weather the past week has been 
grand, but it didn’t help grosses. 
The Denver topped the list with 
“Burning Up” and $21,200, due to 
stars present in person. 

“Sunnyside Up” held up well at 
the America in its second and last 
week, having been at the Aladdin 
two weeks less than a month ago. 
“Hot for Paris” was a diasappoint- 
ment at the Aladdin and was not 


held over, as expected. Tabor 
pulled “Jazz Heaven” and started 
“Hit the Deck” a day early. 


Estimates for the Week 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
—‘Burning Up” (Par). Flappers 
and sheiks swarmed here to see 
Mary Brian and Dick Arlen; $21,209. 

Tabor (Indie) (2,000; 25-40-60-75) 
| —"“Jazz Heaven” (Radi 0). Six days 
|and yanked; $6,200. 

America (Fox) (1,500; 20-35-50)-——- 
‘Sunnyside Up” (Fox). Second and 
last very good, $6,000. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 20-40-50) 
—‘Thirteenth Chair’ (M-G). Just 
average, $4,100. 

Aladdin (Fox)—‘“Hot for Paris” 
Not e090 hot $7 00. 





week 


(Fox). 


VON STERNBERG BACK 


Given leave of absence last im- 
r o direct pi res Germany 
|for Emil J Joseph von 
Sterr f ned to New York 
terday (Tuesday) on the Bre- 
en. Still under contract to Para- 
r ’ 132 director, he leaves for 
('¢ <t within a week or 10 days. 
pictu has not yet been 
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Amusements Touch New Tops 


—_— 








On Upward Surge, Give Way 


When Late 


+ 


By AL GREASON 
Several of the 
capped previous 
surging bull market yesterday, sig- 
nalizing the unqualified defeat of | 
professionals in New York and 
Florida who for two 


picture stocks } 


tops during a 


have weeks 


been working to bring on a reac- | 
tion. Best performers were Loew | 
and Warner Bros., former going | 
fractionally above its old top at 


6714 and the latter shading its best 
for the year of 625. Gen. Theatres 
also did well. Late reaction about | 
cancelled the day's gains. 
Otherwise the amusements played | 
but a subordinate part in the period 
of whoopee, ruling within fractions 
of their previous best, but not ven- 
turing into new territory higher up. 





Spectacular performer was Radio, 
long in the background, which 


jumped abruptly from around 42 
to above 45 and looked to be headed 
toward levels above the 49 peak 
touched in the fireworks of mid- 
December. RKO did nothing to fol- 
low its parent stock, but was 
ehurned around in the way lately 
common and fractionally between 
30 and 31, which mark it touched 
again for a few trades. 
Magket Leaders Set Pace 

The spectacular doings were 
among the industrial leaders, with 
U. S. Steel above 189 and Westing- 
house up five points on the day at 
177. 

Even Shubert Theatres took on 
a lively complexion, climbing around 
12 after its dis-spiriting slump from 
15 to 10. For the time being the 
menace of the bears seemed re- 
mote, although it was noted that 
such demonstrations as that of yes- 
terday, in Eastman Kodak for in- 
stance, up to 212, often have been 
the forerunners of market set- 
backs. It was the sky-rocketing of 
Radio had before the start of the 
New Year that foreshadowed the 
slump in early January. In De- 
cember the general advance had not 
gone quite so far as the climb since 
then. 

Fox Above 30 Again 

Fox participated in yesterday’s 
betterment, recovering at one time 
to better than 30 and about 4 points 
above its low of the quieter Mon- 


Retreat Appears 








Yesterday’s Prices 
Leading Amusements 
tal 


es High 
2,100 Am, Seat. 2642 
2,200 Con. Film 21% 
34.200 Fox 3058 
41,100 Gen. Thr. 48% 
300 K-A-O pr.105 


Low 


25% 25% - 


Sal 


205, 20% — 
28% 
47% 481% 1 
103% 103% 1 


14,200 Par. . . 65% 64% 65 
400 Pathe ... 4 3% 4 
M4 500 RCA .... 45% 48% 4544 2 
800 Shu. .:. 11} a) 
86,200 W. B.:.. 62% 60% 61 — % 
CURB 
1,100 Fox Tr.. 6% 6% 6% + % 


Pathe bonds, '45, unchanged. 











| drive 


nical reaction is overdue; bulls re- 
spond with the theory that pools 
are merely consolidating their posi- 
tions in preparation for a further 
into higher levels, admitting 
that they may be distributing stock 
for the moment in a maneuver to 
stiffen their resources. 

On Satuday week-end profit tak- 
ing made a dent in the market lead- 
ers and on the Monday opening an 
accumulation of selling orders made 
the list look wobbly for the first 
hour. Bulis took an aggressive 
stand there and brought on a rally, 
but it was short lived. Trading was 
quieter, with prices inclined to ease 


until a burst of strength in the 
final hour. 
The amusement stocks turned 


over in large volume, with special 
weakness under pressure for Fox, 
and Loew retreating gradually from 
its top of last week. Close was 
mixed in the’ theatre group. East- 
man Kodak scored a_ sensational 
gain of 11 points on the day for a 
new top above 209, bringing up re- 
ports of an impending plan of re- 
capitalization that would include 
some sort of a split-up. Something 
of the kind has been in the air for 
three years, starting when Kodak 
first got above 150. For a long time 
story was that disbursement would 
be in the form of a stock dividend. 
Nothing happened until last year 
when new stock rights were offered. 
to the disappointment of holders 
who looked for a melon. Mean- 
while, Kodak’s enormous cash sur- 
plus has continued to grow and con- 
tinues to be a luxurious study for 
holders. 
Defer Fox Settlement 
Fox continued to work lower, 





day session. Stockholders are due 
to meet Feb. 27 to vote on the new 
financing plan and the court will 
hear their decision March 5. That 
leaves two weeks more for the boys 
to play with the stock on the 
ticker. 

General Theatre equipment which 
has been sensational in the speed 
of its price recovery and the volume 
of daily turnover since it came upon 
the Big Board from the Curb was 
another to set a new top above 
48. Operation in that issue was 
shrewdly timed for the coming out 
of its Grandeur screen at the Roxy. 
Gen. Theatre controls the device 
with Fox, and Wall Street has 
heard of big profits to be made in 
equipping theatres. Revenue from 
this source is, of course, added to 
big volume business in projection 
machines incident to the introduc- 
tion of sound in the lesser theatres 
all over the country. 

Technicolor made further progress 
following announcement of its first 
year’s income’ statement, which 
pointed cut that even the company’s 
enlarged facilities for color film 
would shortly be sold up for the 
year. 

Tug of War 


Real market drama Monday. 
Battle between bull and bear was 
waged with fortune favoring first 
one and then the other, culminating 
in an indecisive victory for the con- 
structive side in the last hour. Test 
was inconclusive because although 
the long faction seemed to have the 
better of the argument it was re- 
alized that the bears had not by 
any means been routed. 

Situation looked to be unchanged 
basically. Market has gone up 
without interruption for three weeks 
and it is reasonable to suppose that 
its technical foundation has been 
impaired by the reduction of the 
short account. It is in ground above 
the tops of last December, Febru- 
ary is a month coupled in the trad- 
ing tradition with uncertainty. Nor- 
mally, it should be ripe for a correc- 
tive setback. 

Both sides hold stubbornly to 
their views. Bears argue the tech- 


with some selling reported to be for 
account of interests which took 
the buying side when the stock was 
in the low 20’s. Final decision in 
the refinancing plan as alternative 
to a receivership is now put back 
until the middle of March, giving 
large elbow room for clique manip- 
ulation either way. As noted be- 
fore, the position of the _ stock 
leaves the way open for any pool to 
stampede timid venturers. It would 
cause no surprise to see wide move- 
ments up or down in the next three 
weeks. 

Action of RKO is puzzling. The 
old pool in Radio Corp. appears to 


Summary for week ending Feb. 15: 





| 








BENNY ROSS 


the BRANFORD, NEW- 


Now at 


ARK, N. J., mastering the cere- 


monies with WINNIE LIGHTNER 
on the bill in person. A GREAT 
ARTIST. 








be active again, running the price 
ijup from around 36 ten days ago to 
Monday’s high of-43, but there was 
no corresponding move in the the- 
atre chain. Thursday of last week 
| the Keith stock spurted suddenly, 
japparently on a gamble that the 
ipending hearing in the Fox suit 
jafter the close that afternoon would 
bring forth something in reference 
ito Fox’s holdings of Loew, which 
RKO would like to take over. When 
the Fox matter was postponed ac- 
tivity stopped suddenly, as it had 
begun in RKO. Issue continued to 
turn over in volume, but price lev- 


els remained almost _ stationary 
near 30. 
Los Angeles advices say RKO 


showed a net profit for January 
alone of $800,000, with preliminary 
estimates indicating 1929 twelve- 
month would bring net to $2,500,000. 
For the first nine months net was 
$1,637,900, of which $1,007,330 was 
accounted for in the late third and 
early fourth quarter. Of course, a 
net of $2,500,000 represents scarcely 
more than $1 a share after preferred 
dividends, but it is the increasing 
pace of net that gives the stock its 
favorable aspect. It is pointed out 
from Los Angeles that the improve- 
ment is coincident with the produc- 
tion of better pictures. by Radio 
Pictures, if indeed the improvement 
is not entirely dependent thereon, 
and, with the company preparing to 
spend large sums on expansion of 
its coast picture plant—$10,000,000 
is mentioned in this connection— 
prospect for further progress looks 
favorable. Anyhow, RKO insiders 
talk optimistically of the issue for 
an early advance, talking still of 40 
as the objective. 
Par. and Loew Support 

Paramount showed the first sign 
of being tired in a fortnight when 
it dropped back below 64 Monday. 
Even on this minor recession, how- 
ever, it met strong support just be- 
low its ruling level of 65 and closed 
the day unchanged at just that 
mark. Loew got below 65 for a 
short time, but the same situation 
appeared to be working there. It 
closed at 66%, net off a fraction. 








STOCK EXCHANGE 


m1 9980—- —~ Net 
High. Low Bales. Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. Chge. 
23 17% 600 American Seat (2)....... eeeeeres 23 20% 2354 42% 
233 15% 4,400 Consol, Film (2)....... codeecoce 21% 21 21 +% 
25 18 1,300 Consol. Film pfd. (2)..ccccsssse 28% 23% 23% 5% 
205 175% 7,800 Eastman Kodak (8)...... cohecccs SS 19614 198% Te 
39% 16% 468,200 Fox Class A (4)......... cocccee 68% 28 28% —™%, 
101 85 ee MOE MUOE. CPs occ ccsccssces ccoe 101 100% 100% + % 
47 39% 151,500 Gen. The. Equip. V. T. C...... e 47% 42% 471% +3% 
67% 42% GHD GHD Gc o06d.cscrvesscrace cocse |§=6OT%H 61% 66% +35 
93 85% 200 BPO WAGE, GOs ccc cccecece cose 93 93 93 +3 
14% 1Z 2,500 Madison Sq. Garden (1%%)....+++ 14% 13 135% +1% 
25 23% 300 Met.-G.-M. pref. (1.89)..... cocce 20% 25 25 +% 
6614 485% 97,900 Paramount-Fam.-Lasky (3)..... 66% 63% 65 
4% 2% 20,200 Pathe Exchange........ eccccese Ale 3% 4 
8% 5 O00 Pathe Class A. .cccccceces ceebec 8% 7% 7% +% 
45% 34% 672,900 Radio Corp........ coccccscevcees 48% 40% 41% +1% 
31 19 155,900 Radio-K-O .......65.. 00cecceses 31% 26% 30% +% 
71 63 Dew <a, BUGLE, Cp. 2 00ces0ceeesesaes® TE 70% 70% +% 
14% a4 Pree ssttcte, Oh 10% 10% =— % 
39% 30 20 Universal pref. (B).cccccscessese 37 37 37 —1% 
62 38% 324,400 Warner Bros. (4).......¢. ccosse 62% 5814 60% +1% 
54% 361% a oe ee ee ea 54% 51% 54% +2% 
BONDS 
A 74 CRee MO Oe. "SB oacccvcecacss eosce 80 7 80 +1 
108% 101% 26,000 Loew 6's, °41....-cccece sedea 108% 107 108%  +1% 
4% 91% 36,000 Do ex war.... Oe 93% 94 
51% 36 18,000 Pathe 7’e, ’87......... : e 47 45 45 —1 
99% 98 26,000 Par-Fam-Lasky : . 99% 99 9914 +% 
47% 4! eS ere 45% 45 45 — % 
104% 87 47,000 Warner Bros. 6%'s, '28...... 104% 108 103% +1% 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Over the Counter—New York 
Produce Exchange—New York 
81 iz $4,700 Fox Script per $100.............. 79 72 72 6 
Quoted in bid and asked. 
Prev 
Bid. Asked Rid 
22 24 22 Roxy, Class A (3.50)....... aw. «we ~ - 
22% 24% i rT Terrier . oe eo @ 
2% ; BIR WME GOs oct cecerdecceececcosces ee o~ _— 
1 3 5 WO POOR WMDs ccc cctcccccse ° oe ~ — 
75 TUS 74% Technicolor .......... 6006006e® ee ve ~ 
Los Angeles 
10 6 Se . BOG, BOs bess ces ccevecses ee oe col oo 
5% 10% Gee Fe it diancdbdbscdnetesvecs ee 0 oe oe 
Montreal 
Shares. ‘ 
oe ee S02 Famous Pavers. ...ccccccccccses be 45 40% 
Torento 
ae ee 190 Famous Players. ...cccscceces oe «BO bo 50 





A Colony Conference 





FULL OF COMPLAINTS 


Frisco Club 
Over Midnite 


Women Complain 
Shows- Trailers 


San Francisco, Feb. 18. 

Downtown film houses are having 
their troubles with local club 
women. Formal protest was lodged 
with Fox Coast managers last week 
by women against the midnight 
shows on Saturdays. Matter was 
put over for further discussion un- 
til next month, it was said. 

Femmes contend these late 
matinees are a moral menace to 
young girls particularly because of 
inadequate car service at that 
hour. The case of two girls, at- 
tacked recently on their way home 
from a late affair, after they had 
accepted an offer from two youths 
to “drive them straight home,” was 
cited as a case. 

Another complaint was. voiced 
against certain picture _ trailers. 
These, it was charged, showed only 
parts of scenes and were cut in 
such a manner as to prove dis- 
tinctly suggestive in themselves, 
while the actual scenes in the pic- 
ture might be entirely innocuous. 


Levine-Small Deal 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 
Nat Levine, New York indie dis- 
tributor, has made a deal out here 
with Edward Small, forming the Ar- 
istocrat Productions, Ltd., for pro- 
duction and distribution of pictures 
only. It does not interfere with 
Small’s agency biz in Hollywood. 
Articles of incorporation have 
been filed, with Small, Levine and 
Philip Cohen, attorney, named as in- 
corporators. Levine is returning 
east. 


$5,000 Officially Approved 


For Film on Indians 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

Bill appropriating $5,000 to be 
expended in making a talking pic- 
ture of the historic Indian lan- 
guages, under the supervision of 
Gen. Hugh L. Scott, who has made 
a life study of the American Indian, 
has passed the House and been fa- 
vorably reported in the Senate. 

Endorsed by all phases of official 
Washington, its passage is practi- 
e‘ully assured. Contracts have not 
yet been negotiated for the com- 
pany to do the producing under 
Gen. Scoit. 


World-Wide Realigns 


Realignment of the advertising 
and publicity departments of both 
Sono-Art and World Wide Pic- 
tures is in progress. Mike Simmons, 
former advertising and _ publicity 
chief in Gotham pictures, is slated 
to take the helm. He will assume 
charge March 1. Simmons now 
holds a similar position with the 
Stanaphone Co., makers of indus- 
trial shorts. 

With Simmons taking charge, 
World Wide plans to increase its 
advertising and publicity scope to 
include every field in the business. 
Three new divisions are now being 
organized in the department. 





LONG ISLAND LINEUP 


Paramount’s Long Island features 
are scheduled in about the following 
order: March 10, “Queen High,” 
Fred Newmeyer directing; March 17, 
“Too Much Luck,” with Maurice 
Chevalier, Hobart Henley directing; 
April 15, “Heads Up.” 

“Young Man of Manhattan” and 
“Dangerous Nan McGrew,” now in 
production, will finish up about Feb. 
28 and March 8, respectively. 


Belle Bennett’s “Fame” 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Warners Brothers will star Belle 
Bennett in the second production 
originally scheduled for Pauline 

Frederick within the past month. 
Upon completion of the title role 
jin “Courage” Miss Bennett will 
}start on “Fame.” 








I Title Changes 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Week's title chang are “Chil- 
dren of Pleasure,’ M-G, formerly 
“Tin Pan Alley” and “The Song 
Writer” and “Lovin’ the Ladies,” 
Radio, formerly “I Love You” and 
i“Roughneck Lover.” 





Hollywood, Feb. 15, 
Present 

Braham Wrecker, co-producer 

Hal Cresendo, co-producer, also 
knows his press agentry. 

Bill Fighter, to direct the opus. 

Robert South, another producer—~ 
only opera singing producer in 
the biz. 

Robert Crawfish, in charge of mu- 
sical activities. 

Judy Josephson, screen writer. 

Paul French, screen writer. 

Larry Balley, dance director. 

Carl, his assistant. 

Lionel Forbes, music director 
Leonard Pabst, at the Steinway 
Scene 
Office of studio producer, Wrecker, 
Curtain rises on a conference in 
session. Business of the day, “How- 
nell shall we make this Hictor Ver- 


bet musical and whatnell shall we 
put in it? 

Wrecker: Has everyone read the 
adaptation of Josephson and 
French? 

(Chorus of yes, yeah, you bet.) 

All right, now I'll give you the 
story as we—Mr. Cresendo and I— 
outlined it last night. 

Fighter: Speaking of stories: 
Did you ever hear the one about 
the traveling salesman who——? 

Cresendo— Please, sill, this is 
serious, 

Chorus—G’wan Bill, let’s hear it, 


Cresendo—Let’s make pitchers. 

Wreckef—Reads the opening sen- 
tence of the new treatment. 

South—lI’d save that introduction 


and the song until later. How do 
you gentlemen like the idea of 
starting with a song? We have a 


plot that is dramatic but it should 
start on a light, lively tempo. 


Fighter—. .. As there was no 
hotel in town the traveling sales- 
Man ..«% 

Cresendo—For Cripe’s sake, Bill, 


Crawfish—I don’t like the idea of 
starting with a song. 

French—I'm for it. 

Josephson—So am I, The story 
isn’t airtight, being from a musical 
comedy—the sooner we establish its 
musical nature the more story lati- 
tude we'll have for later sequences. 

Fighter—But the farmer said he 
hadn’t a room— 

Cresendo—Bill, 
ing to direct this. 

Fighter—I don’t like the name of 
the hero. Etienne, sounds Pansy. 

Wrecker—You’re right, the name 
is hard to pronounce. The mike 
blurs it. We spend several hours 
trying it with an American and a 
French actor—we must take lib- 
erties with the play and change the 
hero’s name, 

South—But if we change it we 
will offend Verbert’s§ following. 
That’s serious. 

Fighter—Nuts. 

Balley—How about the name of 
Cyril. ‘ 

Fighter—Whoops. 

Carl—How about the 
William. 

Chorus—Great. 


listen, you're go- 


name of 


Cresendo—Then the hero’s name 
will be William. 
Fighter—But I’ve got to sleep 


somewhere, he said— 

Cresendo—Save it, Bill, save it. 

South—Let’s hear some of the 
Verbert music—perhaps it will give 
us an inspiration. (Pabst plays the 
opening chorus of the play, the con- 
freres all join in, singing. Cresendo 
and Wrecker, too—then they real- 
ize— 

Wrecker—Lissen fellas, 
down to business. 

Fighter—So the farmer said— 

Cresendo—Bill, you'll never be 
able to direct this pitcher unless 
you lissen. 

Balley—How about dances in this 
picture? 

Cresendo—We'll get to it. 

French—Let all the bit players be 
chorus men, so that in the modiste 
shop they can stop acting as cus- 


let’s get 


tomers and lookers-on and _ start 
dancing. 
Chorus—Great. 


Cresendo—Okay. But it’s getting 
late—we’ll have to adjourn, but we 
certainly have accomplished a lot 
this last two hours. 

Fighter—So the farmer said you'll 
have to sleep with— 

South—If that’s the “Baby” story, 
we've all heard it. (Babble of 
| voices)—Fighter’s voice heard above 
|the babble—but let me finish— 
| Chorus—Nuts. 

Curtain 


LLOYD ON “CAPT. BLOOD” 
Burbank, Feb. 18. 
Frank Lloyd rejected “Heart of 
the North,” scheduled for him by 
First National. 
Instead he will meg a talke! 
}make of “Captain Blood.” 
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The inimitable star of the musical comedy and vaudeville stage 
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GEORGE ARLISS in 
“THE GREEN GODDESS” 


H. B. Warner, Alice Joyce, Ralph Forbes. From the play by 
William Archer. Scenario by Julien Josephson. Directed by 
Alfred E. Green. 


i 


JOHN BARRYMORE in 
“GENERAL CRACK’’ 
Lowell Sherman, Marion Nixon, Armida, Hobart Bosworth. 
From the Novel by George Preedy. Adapted by Walter Anthony. 


Sereen play and dialogue by J. Grubb Alexander. Directed by 
Alan Crosland. With Technicolor. 


1) 


“SHE COULDN’T SAY NO” with 
WINNIE LIGHTNER—CHESTER MORRIS 


Sally Eilers, Tully Marshall, Johnny Arthur. From the play 
by Benjamin Kaye. Screen play by Robert Lord and Arthur 
Bacon. Directed by Lloyd Bacon. | 


“Vitabhone” is the registered trade-mark of The Vitaphone Corporation designating its products 
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3 - : . : 3 “HOLD EVERYTHING’ 
eS S From the Broadway success. 


Winnie Lightner, Joe E. 
Brown, George Carpentier. 


All Technicolor. 
AL JOLSON in 
“MAMMY” oe oe | 


An epic of the minstrel. Story 


and songs by Irving Berlin. 
With Technicolor. 


: From the stage success 
< ‘*Rainbow’’. John Boles, 
Vivienne Segal. Outdoor West- 
ern all-Technicolor Operetta. 


JOUNBARRYMORE, 
“THE MAN FROM BLANKLEY’S”’ 
the idol of the screen des- 


tined for new triumphs in a 


modern sophisticated 
comedy. 








“GOLDEN DAWN” 


From the famous stage oper- 
etta. Walter Woolf, Vivienne 
Segal, Alice Gentle, Noah 
Beery. All Technicolor. 


“UNDER A TEXAS MOON” SS 


Frank Fay, Raquel Torres, 
Armida, Noah Beery, Myrna 
Loy. All Technicolor. 





“DUMB BELLS IN ERMINE” 


Robert Armstrong — James 
Gleason, Barbara Kent and a 
distinguished cast. 











“SWEET KITTY BELLAIRS” 


From the famous David Be- 
lasco stage play. Claudia 
Dell, June Collyer, Percy 
Askam. Technicolor. 
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THE GREATEST LAUGH HIT OF THE YEAR 


TROOPER 28. 


HILARIOUS! HILARIOUS!!! 


Goofy Rookies in Frantic Antics and Cock-Eyed Blunders 
with Horses, Horses, Horses! 




















b 


Spiffy Troopers in Thrilling Action and Brilliant Stunts 
with Hundreds of Horses! 


Young Hearts in Romantic Tangles and Merry Mix-Ups. 
ALL-TALKING SHRIEK RIOT 
Recorded by RCA Photophone 


“Troopers 3” Gallops Away with the Box-Office! 


Thrilling scenes of dare- 
devil riding ... a certain 
success. 


—EVENING WORLD 


nents Ss 
A barrage of laughter. ) f el Ag 
—AMERICAN 


Can have a lot of fun see- 
ing and hearing it. 
. —DAILY NEWS 








Thrilling and spectacular. 
—EVENING 
TELEGRAM 


REX LEASE 
ROSCOE KARNS 
SLIM SUMMERVILLE 
DOROTHY GULLIVER r 

ARTHUR GUY EMPEY 


“TIFFANY vou 


TIFFANY spoNUcxions INC. 
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ANTI-FILM BOARD CAMPAIGN 








Following programs, 
hew the major houses are 
will be noted that 
sound policy. 

Variety will 
section of both the 
houses of the major 


in this box 


straight 
circuits 





attempt to weekly 


Layout of House Programs 


and their running order, 
assembling and 
all houses 


sound 
and 
indicate the placing of shorts by 


are printed to show 
their bills. It 


have a straight 


routing 
(B. & K.) 
assemble a proportionate 
and de luxe (presentation) 
reprint the running orders to 
these theatres Total running 


cross- 








time of programs is given directly beneath the name of the 
theatre. 

Following table on all houses is for the week of Feb. 14 

. 
Chicago 
TOWER NORSHORE 
: 134 Mins.) 

(145 Mins.) hinen HALF) 
Combination News.Film, 11™11.| (Combination News..Film 12 min 
“Imagine My Embarrass- ‘Mandalay” (Song 

ment” (Comedy Short), ; Sketch) Film 11min. 

Disk, 8MmMIN.| Organ Solo.........-+.. 9 min. 

Organ Solo .........- soo 9 min. | “Navy Blues” ...... Film 76 min. 
“Hallelujah taeee Disk, 103 min. | «ppe’ Real McCoy” 

Cat's Meow (Sound ie i (Comedy Short)..Film 20min 

CRU? « fesse Film, 8min.|7yailers ................ 6 min. 
3. Ses ee 6 min. SECOND HALF) 

(148 Mins.) 
; Combination News..Film 12 min. 
HARDING Martinelli (Operatic 
: MOGEC) ia kGs ceeb des Disk 8 min. 
(149 Mins.) bos es i ee 9 min. 
Combination News.Film, 10 min.|“Welcome Danger’’..Ffilm 113 min. 
“Mandalay” (Song aE - 506.25 Baht 06 0.404 a0 6 min. 
Sketch), Singing.Film, 11 min. ; 
OPMER BO 6 ssc 2s +4902 9 min. SENATE 
‘Welcome Danger”. Film, 113 min. (145 Mins.) 
PREIOEE Aids soa b4.98 EADS - 6min. (FIRST HALF) 
Combination News...Film 9 min. 
A a ae ere ere 9 min. 
RIVIERA eo | gall Peer Film 115 min. 
. “Imagine My Embarrass- 
(145 Mins.) ment’ (Comedy 
Sound News....... Film, 9 min. 3 eee rer Disk 8 min. 
3edelia” (Screen Song Treneye 2.6.6 604 seo reest 4 min. 

Cartoon) .....-. ..-Film, 7 min. SECOND HALF) 
“Hallelujah” ....... ey Pam Any: ME 
“The Real McCoy (Com- C om ination Ne ws... ilm min. 

edy Short)....... Film, 20min.|“Mandalay” (Song ; 
St Oa i iy iF 6 min. WRGLCH). 2c cccseses Film 11 min. 

se Orga Bemis cis sok ote s 9 min. 

“Welcome Danger’.Film 113 min. 

CENTURY pip Pe errr 6 min. 
(155 Mins.) CONGRESS 

(FIRST HALF) (156 Mins.) 
Combination News.Film, 9 min. (FIRST HALF) 
Orman Bole oos ccs occesst 9 min. |Combination News...Film 12 min, 
“Mandalay” (Song “Madcap Musicians” 

Oe PP aS Film, 11 min. fT Disk 7 min. 
Talking Trailers ....... . 4min.}] Organ Solo......... Te ae min. 
“Welcome Danger”..Film 113 min, | Talking Trailers......... 4 min. 
“Merry Dwarfs” (Sound “PUGH... 60 tenes - Film 115 min. 

Cartoon) .Film 6 min. | “Merry Dwarfs” (Sound ; 
WRI 636060 ocd stences 3 min. Cartoon) . Film 6 min. 

ow 7 yi |. SOP ERTER CREE TEE 3 min, 
pag toa rrr SECOND HALF) 
~sheee * (133 Mins.) 
Combination News...Film 12 min. |Combination News...Film 12 min. 
“Granada to Toledo” “Voice of Hollywood” 

(Travel Talk).....Film 10 min. (Novelty Short)...Film 11 min. 
Organ Solo .....+... - min. ] Organ Solo ......ccccces.. SmMin. 
“Imagine My Embarrass- “Imagine My Embarrass- 

ment” (Comedy ment” (Comedy 

Bhort)- .cccusoss+ PUM- Hmis. DEG? £600 6604564 Disk 8 min. 
Talking Trailers........ ° é4min. | Talking Trailers......... 4 min. 
“Navy Blues”.......Film 76 min. |“Lone Star Ranger”.Film 66 min. 
“The Real McCoy” “The Real McCoy” 

(Comedy Short)..Film 20 min. (Comedy Short...Film 20min. 
PRGUCWS G.o00ds ksi cevdue S Wes © RUMI Fa soca cciisces 3 min. 

- bd . . 

Second Suit Over Fox Fox Will Operate Frosini 


Boston Theatre Plans 


3oston, Feb. 18. 

A second suit as the result of the 
failure of plans to erect a Fox thea- 
tre and office building in this city 
was filed last week in Suffolk Supe- 
rior Court. Suit is similar to the 
first one in that it represents claims 
due a real estate agent for com- 


mission on land supposed to have | 


been secured for the project. 

Fox Film Corp. of Boston, Fox- 
New England Theatrs, Inc., of Bos- 
ton; Fox Theatres Corp., Fox Thea- 
trical Enterprises, Inc.; William Fox 
and Alexander S. Kempner, all of 
New York and the Boylston And 
Tremont Corp., of Boston, are 
named defendants in this $150,000 
action brought by Solomon Ham- 
burger, doing business in Boston as 
Hamburger Brothers Realty Co. 

Hamburger claims a commission 
of three percent, up to $50,000, and 
one and a half percent over that 
amount; that he did his part, and | 
that the Fox companies signed pa- 
pers for purchase of the land. 


KURTZMAN’S SHAKEUP 





Portland, Ore., Feb. 18. 
In his last Publix shake-up 
Charlie Kurtzman has appointed! 


Bob Blair, Seattle city manager, to 
be northwest district manager: 
E. Krable becomes temporary 
coast 
San 


also 
manager 
Francisco, 
turned to his regular duties 


talph | 


with headquarters at | 
until Kurtzman re-} 





Illinois Houses from Coast 
Chicago, Feb. 18. 
The 12 Frosini houses, newly ac- 
quired Fox circuit in southern Illi- 
nois, will be operated from the coast 
instead of by Sidney Meyer of the 
local offices. 
No reason advanced for the move. 


Refuse to Indict 
Wheeling, W. Va., Feb, 18. 

Ohio county grand jury refused to 
indict managers and employees of 
seven Wheeling theatres which have 
been presenting Sunday pictures. No 
true bills were returned in the 112 
cases developing from the Sunday 
arrests. 

Theatres where Sabbath programs 
have been shown are the Liberty, 
Colonial, Rex, Victoria, Court, Vir- 
ginia and Capitol, all located in the 
business district. Since the open- 
ing of the Sunday shows, Dec. 22, 
arrests have »een made every suc- 
ceeding Sunday, the manager 
one operator cf cach show 
ing served with warrants. 


house be- 


SOUND SAVES SUNDAYS 
Humboldt, Feb. 18. 
Promise 
of sound in 


Iowa, 


the only 
swung a dec 
in fayor of Si 


picture house 
‘isive majority 
inday films at a special 


in town 


}election here last week. 

A heavier vote was cast on the 
proposition than the general elec- 
tion. 


and | 
; 


of immediate installation | 


1S STARTED BY 
MPPDA MEMBER 


Show Down at Next Meeting 
Upon Hays’ Return—Con- 


tend Thacher Ruling Has sta‘ 
Stripped Boards — Hays |; jh. 


Office Confident of Sup- 
port 


BUDGET OBJECTIONS 


Agitation for the abolishment of 
the Film Boards of Trade, long 
ognized as one of the strongest bul- 
warks of the Hays organization, has 
been started within the M. P. P. D 
A. Fireworks in this direction com- 
menced at the Hays meeting called 
to consider the 1930 budget for 
maintenance of the 32 boards. 


While the appropriation, the same 
|}as in 1929 despite that this year the 
| boards are lessened of their admin- 
|istrative hand in arbitration through 
the Thacher ruling, was approved 
it is known that at least two pic- 
ture company members intend to 
bring the matter to issue at the 
next directors’ meeting. This will! 
be held within a few weeks, or 
shortly after Will Hays’ return from 
the Coast. 


That the boards have outlived 
their usefulness with the end of 
compulsory arbitration, and that 
the present contractural situation 
could be better met by replacing 
them with a system similar to that 
| used by retailers to handle their 
| credit accounts in other trades is 
the position being taken by one of 
the oldest companies in the field 
This contention, it is learned, has 
already been officially submitted to 
Hays. 


Two Objections 


When this stand was presented 
at the recent meeting it was quickly 
snuffed out by Paramount's repre- 
sentative who is quoted as stating 
that matters within the industry are 
in too chaotic a state for such a 
solution to be entertained at this 
time. 


Warners opposed the total of the 
1930 budget, demanding a cut in 
view of the elimination of the arbi- 
tral function. This was also tabled 
by other companies on the same 
premise. 

It was explained that defending 
Government suits has been largely 
responsible for the board’s ex- 
penditures last year being in excess 
of the previous year. About $100,- 
000 was spent by the industry for 
this purpose, of ‘which a $20,000 item 
was necessitated by bringing to and 
housing in New York for a period 
of two weeks the 32 secretary wi- 
nesses, 

When interviewed, the repre- 
sentative of another Hays com- 
pany said that its individual ap- 
portionment for Film Board’s main- 
tenance had increased “enormously”: 
that this service from Hays is cost- 
ing in the neighborhood of $1,000 
a week. His company, this exe- 





power of attorney idea advanced 
by Hays officials close to the 
arbitration situation as the best way 
to bring arbitration and a uniform 
contract back into the industry. 
Radio interests, outside the of- 
ficial meeting are also said to be! 
voicing anti-Film Board sentiments. 
Companies in opposition are, in fact. 








month, 
Confident of Support 

[It is known that the Hays office, 
while expecting a squall, is con- 
fident of the support of its biggest 
and most powerful members in the 
stand for retention of the Film 
| Boards. Hays’ unit ts also firm in 
its 
'ney plan to line up an 


exhibitor 


the | 





| 


ecutive said, will also oppose the! 





| 


counting upon Radio as one of their lof th 
colleagues at the show down next | jow as $100, the 


| 
| 


| 





Press Stunts 





HOUSE STAFF FOURSOME 
IS PROLOG FOR “FUN” 


Detroit, Feb 18 


Special “King” Trailer 


lnited Artists’ local house has | 

had four members of its uniformed 

appearing on the stage doing 

an act for the fun and experience 

thing without extra com- 

vensation. Currently they form a 
prolog for “Lunimox.” 

All of the boys are under 20. They 
are Francis McPhillips, once an 
office boy in a New York film com- 
any, now captain of ushers and a 
tan dance Don (itis the ul 

| fire man, who bills himself as “Uke- 

ilele Don” and sings blues; Jo Bo- 
rec- | back, chief of service, a uke-strum- 

mer, and Mlmer Weddill, a tenor. 


Operatk New York 
film house, but only the carpenters 
ind mechanics heard him, while 
1000 empty seats greete d the tenor's 
for $7.70 

was trying out 
new 175th 


Star sang ina 


voice what usuallv goes 
smash. 


the 


sstreet 


Tito Schipa 
acoustics of Loew's 
theatre. 
Arrangements made by Oscar 
Doob, advertising and _ publicity 
chief of the Loew chain, in a pub- 
licity tieup 

Akron, O., Feb. 18. 
best publicity yarns of 
was planted here by 
Herb Jennings, manager of Palace, 
to promote “Hit the Deck” 
Jack Oakie. 

Digging into his thearte 
Jennings discovered that Oakie’s 
last local appearance was in 1916, 
at the Palace, where he played with 
Lulu McConnell. Oakie was then 
down-and-out with no prospects in 


the 


the season 


One of 


ana 


register, 


Paramount, experimenting more sight. He signed out on the theatre 
thar. any other company in the|register as follows: “Jack Oakie, 
trailer field, will introduce an old| Hotel Howe, Home address: 14th 
Hollywood custom but release it in| and Seventh Avenues, New York. 
a new way. Next week’s destination: walking 

When Broadway crowds and lu-| the streets.” 
minaries attend the opening of| Jennings then tacked on a gag 


“Vagabond King” at the Criterion 
tonight (Wednesday) they 
caught, vocally and otherwise. 

Half reel will be distributed to all 
theatres awaiting general release of 
the feature March 7. 


GUARDING RECEIPTS 
London, Can., Feb. 18. 
Detectives have been detailed to 
accompany theatre messengers to 
their respective banks each morning. 
This order was put in force follow- 
ing the armed hold-up of Loew’s. 





within its own group and the indie 
exhibs have had at least another 
two moviiths experience in an in- 
dustry without arbitration and one 
contract formula. 

It is pointed out that most of the 
companies realize that the industry 
would be unorganized nationally 
without the boards which are de 
scribed as “ambassadors of the in- 
dustry.” In one phase the attack 
is now gaining for them the credit 
of being the industry’s actual ma- 
chine. Far more than the duty of 
administering the decisions of 
arbitration boards, the trade units 
aid in combatting adverse legis- 
lation. 

Very often, through the civic ac- 
tivities of their women secretaries, 
the industry is afforded its most 
valuable protection. This is known 
by those outsid2 the Hays organiza- 
tion as well. 

Attitude of the Hays office con- 
cerning various producers squawks, 
especially numerous” since the 
Thacher decree, is that it is pysi- 
cally and legally impossible for the 
Film Boards to function as in the 
past but that an old film adage 
holds true: There are so many thea- 
tres and so many pictures, and the 
theatres have to have the same 
number of pictures and the pictures 
have to have the same number of 
theatres. 

Through the legal loopholes pro- 
vided indies, pictures are being re- 
fused and substitutes made. Al! the 
disruption In this respect, the Haves 


office maintains, does not include 
more than one-fifth of one per- 
cent. of the exhibitors in any one 
of the 32 exchange zones. 

And so far as assessments ar¢ 
; concerned, it is countered by the 


proponents for the Boards that no 
producing company member pays 4 
weekly toll in excess of $800. Some 
e smaller members 

minimum. 


At the Hays office it is declared 
that within the next two weeks, at 
;the latest, every company will have 
its own distributive contractual 


| 


belief that the power-of-attor- | 


form in execution, 

Washington, Feb. 18. 
Abram Fk. Myers 

Allied indies, is 

members of 


head of the 
word te 
oup to “exer 


sending 
his gi 


| plurality greater than that repre- | judgment and patience” as the 
se “nted in all indie state and national uation created by the Thache 

| organizations, is the most feasible ee “calls for cool heads.” 
move. It will not, however, put! [vers rges the «¢ 

| this campaign or any other into/to ek to t iivantage o 


j operation until both the anti-trades 


situation 


will be} 


j}and sent it out. 


| 


ito the 





donate oad 


It clicked. 


When 
moved 


“Subway Express” recently 
from the Liberty, New York, 
Republic, a natural was pull- 
ed that surprised the coppers on 
post. It was advertised that ad- 
mittance could be had for a nickel, 
same as the usual subway fare. 

A turnstile was installed at an 
entrance door and the turnout to 
the show cheap took the man- 
agement unawares, The jam of 
people was so strong that the turn- 


see 


stile was pushed aside and a door 
bashed in. Police had to be called 
and the stunt easily crashed the 


dailies. 

It was intended to use the gallery 
for the five cent customers but the 
excess customers who got inside 
stayed. 





Joe Lee got hold of two prop 
electric chairs, a couple of dum- 
mies, a ventriloquist and built up 
“The Racketeer” (Pathe) until it 
beat “Rio Rita” (Radio) at the RKO 
Greenpoint and Orpheum theatres, 
Brooklyn. 





Exactly 18 pages of newspaper 
matter were given the Rube Wolf 
traffic tangle contest conducted by 
the Fox Brooklyn theatre on a tieup 
with the N. Y. “Journal.” For four 
weeks the house ran a talker trailer 
of Wolf violating traffic rwles with 
prizes offered for four of the most 
complete guesses as to the number 
of misdemeanors committed, 

“Journal” distributed 100,000 cards 
at the Brooklyn auto show without 
charge to the house. Also 1,006 
one sheets as well as sending out 
eight trucks with special banners. 
Paper averaged 200 replies a day. 

Gag engineered by Bert Adler for 
the Fanchon & Marco offices. 


—= 


Chicago. 


Jack Hess, publicity director for 
RKO here, burned up the B. & K. 
lexploitation staff. 

With “Love Parade” (Par) 
heeked at McVicker’s (B. & K.), 


Hess, for the State-Lake, played his 
ads as if “The Grand Parade” 
(Pathe) were ‘Love Parade.” Hess 
had screaming type with the words 


‘Drama,” “Love,” “Parade,” one 
above the other, and in small type 
atop the word “Parade,” the words 


“The Grand.” 

Illusion was perfect and the after- 
math of a B. & K. institutional cam- 
paign. 


ED 


Union Okays One Booth 


Man for Small Houses 
Minneapolis, Feb. 18. 


Local picture operators’ union 
has agreed to the demands of the 
aller local independent theatre 
owners to abrogate the requirement 
of two men in a booth. Abrogation, 
ywever, applies only to the smaller 
ouses, many of which have adopt- 
the open shop policy, 

agreement reached, as yet, re- 


union is 
$69 a week, 


garding scale. The 


hold- 


1 
| 


tas gent 





be 
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FOX MOVIETONES 


playing sweet music 
at your box office 




















Released March 2nd 


HAPPY DAYS 


The musical hit of hits! Now playing to sensational business at 
the Roxy and other first run theatres. 100 stars, peppy tunes, 
song hits galore! Your happy days are assured. Directed by 
Benjamin Stoloff. 











Released March 9th 
SUCH MEN ARE DANGEROUS 


Elinor Glyn’s Cosmopolitan Magazine story was sensational—as a 





Fox Movietone romance it's a revelation! Warner Baxter, Cather- 
ine Dale Owen and Hedda Hopper in a story you can’t forget. 








Released March 16th 


TEMPLE TOWER 


Follow the further adventures of “Bulldog Drummond” in H. C. 
McNeile’s mightiest mystery. Enacted by a cast of screen favorites 
headed by Kenneth MacKenna. Directed by Donald Gallaher. 








Released March 23rd 


THE GOLDEN CALF 


Twinkling ankles, dimpled knees, perfect calfs, tunes that please 
in this fast-moving musical movietone of legs, love and laughter. 
A story of a model young lady who became an artist's model 
before becoming his wife. You don't know the “calf” of it! 
Sue Carol, Jack Mulhall, El Brendel, Marjorie White, Richard 
Keene.and Paul Page are in this Millard Webb production. 
















Get set for the 
windy month and 
blow yourself to 
a cyclone of 








Released March 30th 


ON THE LEVEL 


Vic McLaglen knocked “The Cock Eyed World” for the greatest 
dollar delivery in history and “Hot For Paris” is still burning up 
box-office records. That's the tip-off on this, his latest and fun- 
niest movietone to date. Directed by Irving Cummings. 
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Talking 


Shorts 





Winter Garden, New York 
Vitaphone 3336 
Alice Gentle, concert soprano, also 
occasionally appearing in picture 
houses, sings the principal arla 
from Bizet’s “Carmen.” Needs to 
pe sandwiched between comedy 
shorts, and not a strong item. 
Miss Gentle photographs nicely, 
but the number, in Technicolor, has 
mot been smartly handled, 
Chorus is a poor grouping of 
eharacters about Miss Gentle unto 
being rather awkward and sappy. 


Couple of pudgy cheeked blond 
youths impersonating Spaniards are 
slightly ridiculous. 

Color helps and Miss Gentlo, of 
eourse, has class. Short running 
time also figures as an asset. 

Land. 
“EVOLUTION OF DANCE” 
Revuette 
12 Mins. 


Winter Garden, New York 
Vitaphone 3895-96 
Good idea, but wasted. No con- 
tinuity or reason for anything, fin- 
ished product being simply an as- 
sembly of dance numbers, wavering 
markedly in interest and of only 
minor value on novelty score and 
eolor. A filler at best. 
Comedy number is a rehash on 


the hoboes “Lilies of the Field,” 
Bogus spring dance. Lupino Lane, 
uncredited, leads this bit, which 


has moments of humor but is pretty 
forced comedy for the greater part. 
Larry Cebellos and Jack Haskell 
fointly responsible. Perhaps two 
dancing masters, like a multiplicity 
ef cooks, spoils the works. Just 
fair. Land. 


*MORE SINNED AGAINST THAN 

USUAL” 

Travesty 

16 Mins. 

Strand, New York 
Vitaphone No. 3681-2 

Plenty of production value behind 
this kidding of the old time mellers. 
Passing it up on any bill would be 
a mistake. 

This is going back plenty for ’em. 
Sketch is a famous vaude act first 
produced by Arthur Hopkins in 
1912. Here it almost runs as it did 
18 years ago. 

Warners saw fit to put one of its 
vet directors on this short, Howard 
Bretherton. Good cast also proved 
the right thing to do with Char- 
lotte Merriam, Charles B. Middle- 
ton and Theodore Lorch playing the 
stern father, postmistress heroine 
and villain. 

Short is split into four sequences, 
Same as the act. Setting is a the- 
atre with audience reaction to 
meller as contributing comedy. Plot 
concerns innocent Nell who’s driven 
from the house because of “rumors” 
and lands in the hands of the 
mustachioed villain. She’s saved 
from the fiendish plan of the villain 
fm the approved 1876 manner, and 
it all makes for very pleasant and 
good entertainment. Technical as- 
pects of short A-1. Char, 





“UPSTAIRS AND DOWNSTAIRS” 


Comedy 
19 Mins. 
New York, New York 
Universal 
Not especially strong but good 
enough anywhere. One of those 


bedroom farces similar to the silent 


slapsticks. Recording’s good and 
photography’s okay. 
Cast of five includes Vernon 


Dent, Lou Archer, Dorothy Coburn 
and Charlotte Merriam. All do 
well. Richard Smith and Harry 
Edward directed. Story and dialog 
by Pierre Coudero and Hal Yates. 

Concerns two married couples 
who live in apartments above and 
below. Upper one is moving in 
and consequently make a lot of 
noise. Situation turns frisky when 
the dumbbell friend of the husband 
in the upper flat shows up to com- 
Plicate noises. Lower inhabitants 
complaints involve one of the 
women, but everything winds up 
suitably. One wife shotguns her 
husband and friend. 


“THE COSSACK’S BRIDE” 
In Technicolor 
Romantic sketch 
10 Mins. 
Gaiety, New York 
Tiffany 

Poor recording and Russian dia- 
lects, frequently so indistinct that 
whole lines are lost, stand against 
this one. Fortunately the action 
alone almost tells the story. Fine 
color job, atmosphere, and enter- 
taining song numbers add, but it’ll 
have its troubles holding attention 
in the better class first runs. 

A Cossack is beside himself try- 
ing to rescue his kidnaped bride, but 
a friend, a street musician, sug- 
gests they go to the inn disguised as 
beggars. A bet’s made that they can 
play and sing longer than the vil- 
lain can drink. Eventually all the 
inn drinkers pass out. 

Recording is good, except for un- 


natural noises of a raging storm 
outside inn. Nice looking item 
minus a punch. Char, 





“VOICE OF HOLLYWOOD” 
With Taylor Holmes 
11 Mins. 
Colony, New York 
Tiffany 
A new one in the “Voice of Holly- 
wood” series in which various Hol- 


lywood stars and personalities do 
their little bits in an impromptu 
manner. Different and _ intimate, 


short invites booking all over, even 
if some of the material fails to 
click, The novelty should hold it 
up. 

Taylor Holmes, with his ideal 
talker voice, seen and heard here as 
a radio announcer. He introduces 
the various names. Montagu Love 
tells a gory little bedtime story; 
Blanche Mehaffey and a male team 
do a dance and instrumental num- 
ber that's very good; Harry Jolson 
and Lola Lane appear in a little 
routine; Gus Edwards and a pro- 
tege, Armida, do a song number 
(fair), and Harry Langdon and Lew 
Cody kid around without doing 
anything in particular. Last two 
seemed totally unprepared and 
didn’t know what to do with them- 
selves, let alone what to do to en- 
tertain. 

An angie worked in is the reading 
by Holmes of what are apparently 
letters from fans asking to see and 
hear certain stars. Requests fill in 
the introduction, and Holmes asks 
the fans to send in more, addressing 
“station S-T-A-R,” in care of the 
theatre. This publicity is a good 
check on the audience appeal of 
the series. Char. 





FRED KEATING 
“Illusions” 
Magician 
9 Mins. 
Beacon, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 907 

Nothing special as entertainment. 
Cut down it might make fair trailer 
for Keating’s vaude act. Keating 
speaks with a potato voice, photog- 
raphy is flat, and the manner of 
presentation is off. A filler at best. 

Keating's tricks are engaging bits 
of sleight-of-hand that click on the 
stage through the ingratiating and 
personable manner in which he 
executes them plus his own person- 
ality and a likeable voice. But on 
the screen it’s different. And it’s 
not Keating’s fault. He’s still per- 
sonable but presents his usual act 
with no variations except a bunch 
of dumb looking extras gaping at 
him in a flat-looking drawing room. 
No story or skit to help. 

The screen itself is an embodi- 
ment of fllusion so powerful that 
presenting Keating with his coin 
tricks, his disappearing water glass, 
and card stunts shapes up as puny. 
They may not even believe he does 
‘em. And even Keating’s wit can’t 
penetrate that illusion. 





“HEAD WORK” 

Comedy Monolog 

9 Mins. 

Times, New York 
Radio 


Dry gagged and the conventional 
set in “one.” For the small neighbs 
only. : 

Two laughs counted in a supposed 
comedy monolog. Has an exploita- 
tion angle in the fact that Bugs 
Baer is one of the authors. Al 
Boasberg collaborated and also di- 
rected. But for the reputation which 
Baer and Boasberg enjoy this one 
hardly measures up. Its best point 
is its brevity. 

Monologist, unbilled, is dressed in 
the comic outfit of a burlesque un- 
dertaker. He does a lecturer on 
phrenology and analyzes the heads 
of three persons—one woman and 
two men. Latter are shown stand- 
ing at his side, one at a time, as he 
lectures about them. 


CHARLEY CHASE 
“Great Gobs” 
Comedy 

21 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 


Metrn 


Charley Chase and Ed Kennedy 
as a couple of gobs on shore leave 
in Old Mexico gather a boatload of 
laughs for themselves, Kennedy 
serving as the victim of all Chase’s 
clowning. Okay for most corners. 

A senorita, daughter of the pro- 
prietor of the saloon the boys visit, 
supplies the love interest; their 
lack of familiarity with the native 
lingo and their united wooing of 
the fair damsel supplies the laughs 
which are served up in rapid fire 
salyos. One of the high spots is 
that surefire bit about the talking 
dog. The boys prevent a burly 
mariner from kidnapping their 
sweetheart at the finish, a fight fol- 
lowing from which Chase with- 
draws, leaving Kennedy the task of 
polishing off the bad man. 


Chase-Kennedy fans will go for 
it in a big way. Recording is ex- 


cellent. Flock of people used and 
an e@laborate Spanish set with 
warblers, hoofers and stringed in- 








Miniature Reviews 


“Green Goddess” (WB). 
Strong melodrama for program 
release. Lacks the intensity 
and artistry of Arliss’ “Dis- 
raeli,”” but may do better in the 
smaller houses because it’s 
closer to the de- 
manded by the average fan. 

“Puttin’ on the Ritz” (UA). 
Entertaining backstage story 
with ultra production valyes an 
alibi for the familiar plot. 
Ought to stand up generally. 

“Happy Days” (Fox). Allthat 
a sumptuous revue can have, 
good comedy, and neat roman- 
tic story background besides. 

“Troopers Three” (Tiffany). 
An ordinary story but fine 
comedy and actual U. S. caval- 
sequences that thrill and 
make this picture a likely busi- 
ness getter. Chances strong it 
will thrive in sticks, especially 
with kids. 

“Dangerous Paradise” (Par). 
Frail programmer for combos 
with plenty of support needed; 
thin story wrapped around nice 
scenery. Nancy Carroll-Dick 
Erlen names as aid. 

“She Couldn’t Say No” (WB). 
Title and Winnie Lightner 
make this good program. Rack- 
eteer story with different twist 
and tuneful songs. Should 
click. 

“The Great Divide” (FN). 
Western based on play of same 
name. Very weak. Smaller 
grinds and double features bill 
its likely haven. Cast names 
can’t hold it up in the big 
houses. 
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and Eric Zardo 





strumentalists furnishing a back- 
ground. 
Roach evidently made this one! 


with an eye on the Spanish market 
for a quick reaction. It's odds on 
that they'll like it, 


BUCK AND BUBBLES 
In “Darktown Follies” 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 


16 Mins. 
Gaiety, New York 
Pathe 
Very entertaining short. Only 
drawback, and that minor, is pad- 


ding. Slowness in spots, however, 
not serious enough to bring squawks. 
For the best houses, fair. 

Well-known vaude team are first 
seen as*two of the unemployed and 
not anxious to go to work. Acci- 
dentally they fall into a colored 
show producer's office, where they 
land solidly with crossfire, songs 
and dancing. Short gets title from 
fact “Darktown Follies” is the show 
they crash. 

Camera and sound jobs okay. 

Char, 


ERIC ZARDO and GUIDO 

CICCOLINI 
Singing and Piano 

Mins. 
Strand, New York 

Vitaphone No, 876 

Where the operatic type of ma- 
terial is wanted this short shapes as 
entirely suitable. Though away 
from the Met for some time, Cic- 
colini still tosses considerable tenor 
is still a class 
pianist who knows how. Both ar- 
tists have technique and can sell it. 

In the final number with Cic- 
colini as a clown, but not doing 
“Pagliacci,” an unbilled girl steps in 
to make it a duet. Number is of 
the light operatic type with Nea- 
politan folk-song flavor. Ciccolini, 
alone, opens. In this the tenor does 
himself proud, and his voice regis- 
ters with fidelity. Photography is 
a little dull, Char. 


——— 


“TURKEY FOR TWO” 


Comedy 
19 Mins. 
Hippodrome, New York 
Pathe 
Overdone. Too much dialog, too 


much hoke and too little action. 
But the continual crossfire lands 
a laugh now and then and this two- 
reeler may rate for the better first 
runs in a pinch. 

Late George LeMaire produced 
and directed from a story by Frank 
Davis (Davis and Darnell), who 
plays the part of the escaped con- 
vict-wooer turning straight when 
he finds the tea-room owner heroine 
is so thoughtful of his welfare and 
heart. Business of exchanging 
clothes with prison guards and later 
that of one crook emptying tea 
room of valuables, while other spills 


pretty things in the unsuspecting 
gal’s ears, comprise most of the 
action. Turkey dinner slapstick 
closes. 


Davis talks uncommonly fast in 
his stage manner, but despite this 


RCA got it. Support cast o. k. and 
photography good throughout 

Char. 
“CAVIAR” 
Cartoon Comedy 
7 Mins. 
Gaiety, New York 


Educational 

Average cartoon comedy m 
in the new Terrytoons series. Cat, 
dog, mice, etc., in winter sports un- 
til attacked by wolves. Less “story” 
ind continuity here than most, with 
short having plenty of competition 
izainst it from box-office angle. 

Opening is novel, with silhouette 
effect of musicians pleying appar- 
entiy for skaters, Char. 


iterial 








GREEN GODDESS 


(ALL DIALOG) 
Warner Brothers’ production and release 
Starring George Arliss Adapted by Juliar 
Josephson from the play of the same name 


SS 






by William Archer. Directed by Alfred E. 
| Green, Cameraman, James Van “Tries 
Opening Feb. 13 at the Winter Garden, | 
| N. Y., for $2 engagement. Running time, 
SU minutes, 
| SMO RGIAN. cca ceceesedeces ( ze Arliss 
Major Crespin. .ccccccscccsess H. B. Warner 
Lu at SPiMecscccesceces: Alice Jo} 
Dr TARSIMNE, 2c cseoccsseseocrves Raiph Forbes 
High Temp @ PrieSt.cecece> . David Te 
| I u ATdOW.cccsccces -Reginald $ ft 
He e st ecccovcccse csvigel I 
AYAN....-ceccccvceseccccesss B I 
Hawkins... .cccccccesees a S 
Remade from its silent version 
(Goldwyn-Cosmopolitan), released 
'in °23, and completed before ‘“Dis- 
raeli,” but wisely held back, this 
George Arliss picture, while very 
interesting, will be something of a| 
disappointment. It is nice program | 


| fare, of course, with the prestige of 
Disraeli” to help it along 

That it is not a distinguished ef- 
fort is no fault of the star, for Arliss 
is every consecutive inch an actor. 
Rather it is due to the _ blood- 
curdling plot. On the stage, as a 


ior nice 


rather tongue-in-cheek melodrama 
by the literary William Archer, it 


was smart. Brought to the screen 
it unfortunately suggests too many 
synthetic thrillers that have gone 
before. 
“Black 
| Life,” 


leases, 


Watch” and “Wheel of 
to mention but two recent re- 
were similar in locale, the 
danger-infested Himalayan moun- 
tains of India. “Goddess” is more 
plausible, more exciting, more in- 
telligent than most, and is easily the 
best of the rajah series, but the 
stigma of familiarity and similarity 
Sticks. 

H. B. Warner, Alice Joyce and 
Ralph Forbes combine with Arliss to 
give the picture a strong marquee 
and exploitation argument. Ivan 
Simpson, as an English rogue serv- 
ant of the rajah, who played the 
same part in the play and silent ver- 
sion, seems to have a clear claim to 
second honors in the acting. Others 
also entirely competent. 

Production, sound recording and 
photography all first rate. Land. 


PUTTIN’ ON THE RITZ 


(ALL DIALOG, With Songs) 
(One Reel in Color) 


Artists’ and release, 
Starring Harry Richman. Written and 
produced by John W. Considine, Jr. Di- 
ted by E. H. Sloman. Settings by W. C. 
Menzies. Cameraman, Ray June. Dialog 
by W. K. Wells. Special music by Irving 
Berlin. Score by Hugo Riesenfeld. At the 


United production 


rec 


Carroll, N. Y., opening Feb. 14 at $2 top. 
Running time,.90 minutes. 

Harry Raymond........+e-. Harry Richman 
Dolores PentOM. cococccccccesss Joan Bennett 
FOMes TICS occ ccevececoces James Gleason 
Mrs. Teddy Van Rensler...../ Aileen Pringle 
Goldie DeVere... .ceessess dlyan Tashman 









George Barnes.... 
Fenway Brooks... 


..-Purnell Pratt 
Richard Tucker 





BOD WOES. écccvsccscivveséecss Eddie Kane 
Dr. Blair..... Coecsseccece «+++ George Irving 
Schmidt....ccccsesseeeeesseSidney Franklin 


There’s nothing secret about the 
expectations Broadway held anent a 
picture starring Harry Richman. 
They predicted a flop. Richman 
and John W. Considine have upset 
the dope. “Puttin’ on the Ritz” is 
good entertainment, not $2, but it'll 
do well for itself in the program 
houses. And it’s a backstage yarn, 
too. 

Richman is strictly of Broadway, 
although the Clara Bow publicity 
may have made the hinterlands 
Richman-conscious. Whether wom- 
en will turn out to see him on that 
account is hard to estimate. On his 
recent personal Publix appearances 
in New York and Brooklyn there 
was no overwhelming clamor. Such 
business as the picture will do 
should be attributed to the general 
merit of the film, Richman being 
helped as much as helping. 

No entertainer from Manhattan 
within casual recollection has been 
treated to such a flock of breaks as 
has been provided for Richman. 
Neither time nor money was stinted. 
Several good, and possibly hit, tunes 
are included, besides a dandy cast 
and much smart and intelligent stu- 
dio work was turned loose for a per- 
former whom all the wise mob had 
spotted as cinematically impossible. 

Richman looks pretty good 
throughout. He's no beaut facially, 
although nifty in dress and of im- 
posing carriage, His voice registers 
excellently. Most camera angles 
avoid close-ups, but in general the 
night club kid stands lens scrutiny 
well. What his debt to Ray June, 
cameraman, is those who saw the 
early tests of Richman must judge. 

Story is of the usual type. Start- 
ing in poverty, sudden success cer- 
rupts the hero, who gets elephantitis 
of the cranium, goes society, and in 
the end finds himself just a blind 





clown. Literally blind here as he 
loses his sight from bad hootch. Nor 
| does he recover the optics for the} 
clinch, thereby fooling everyone. In 
many respects the picture is auto- 
| biographical, ineluding Richman}. 
running a night joint on the side. | 
i Inevitably the necessity for get- | 
ting in an actor's singing talents re- 
stricts plot possibilities It is flat- 
} tering commentary on the produc- 
| tion that “Puttin’ on the Ritz” tran- 
| scends the triteness of its situation 

ind the porous theme. Several num- 
| bers are outstanding, quite close to 
the best that has been achieved to 
date in doing a song plug in a talks | 
Menzies has concocted : eral pea 


ndscape tl 


} gets, notably a crazy |: 








becomes animated, an applause ine 
ducer. 

“Puttin’ on the Ritz” and “There's 
Danger in Your Eyes” are the lead- 
soth are fairly well 
known around already. 

Joan Bennett will have ‘em ejacue 


ing numbers, 


lating admiration on some of the 
| Shots wherein she looks exquisite, 
| Her rformance is capable, al- 
though she is hardly a song and 
dance type James Gleason and 
Lilyan Tashman provide the low 
vaudeville contrast, both doing ex- 
ellently. Last 10 minutes of the 
s in Technicolor. Land, 


HAPPY DAYS 


(ALL DIALOG, With Songs) 
(Grandeur) 


‘ox Grand 


l production a 
Directe bs I 


Senjamin  Stoloff “ 
Running time, 86 minutes, 


ease 
allie 


Credits are myriad Story and dialog by 
Sidney l.anftield and Wdwin Burke: staged 
Walter Catlett; dances staged by Barl 


Lindsay. Numbers by Conrad, Mitchell and 
Gottier, Hanley and Brockman, Gilbert and 
Baer, Studdard and Klauber, and McCarthy 
and Hanley. 


Assistant direc 


Y 


tors: 


Ad Schamuer, Michael 





Fariey and ew Breslow. Art director, 
Jack Schulze; cameramen, Lucien Andriot 
and John Sclhmiyz. Grandeur cameraman, 
J. O. Ta ) Soundman, Samuel White. 

Frank Albertson creorge MacFarlane, 
Warner Baxier Victor McLaglen, El 
Brende J. Harold Murray, Walter Catlett 
George VUlsen William Collier, Sr., Paul 
Page, James J, Corbett ftom Patricola, 
Charles Farrell, Ann Pennington, Janet 
Gaynor, Frank Richardson, Richard Keene, 
Will Rogers, Dixie Lee, David Rollins, 
Edmund Lowe, ‘‘Whispering’’ Jack Smiti, 
Sharon Lynn, Marjorie White, 


At the Roxy, New York, Feb. 1&4 

Revue type of picture on wide 
angle film with a thin story back- 
ground. Has big scope in names 
and is on an enormous production 
scale; impressive beauty and scenic 
magnificence, excellent comedy and 
at least three numbers of popular 
hit prospect. All these elements 
are in addition to the fact that it 
opens up the big screen technique 
which would alone mark it for dis- 
tinction at the box office. The sum 
total is a release of big money and 
an epochal enterprise in the in- 
dustry. It should also do well on 
standard width film, which is being 
used now for general release else- 
where, 

Wide angle justifies itself at the 
getaway. Here it is used for ef- 
fects that would not be possible in 
any other way. Three-quarters of 
the footage is devoted to a series 
of spectacular stage ensembles that 
are eye-openers in screen pageantry, 
numbers involving masses of peo- 
ple and bigness of backgrounds, 
Picture has everything that goes to 
top class product in the usual di- 
mensions, and the wide screen be- 
sides, but it is the effects of the 
enlarged screen that monopolize in- 
terest because this is new. 

There is, for instance, a whole 
minstrel first part, with four tiers 
of people in the ensemble, number- 
ing a total of 86 and all of them 
screened in proportions that give 
them individuality. There are sev- 
eral dance ensembles, one of them 
with a leader and 382 girls in intri- 
cate maneuvers, and each separate 
dancing girl visible in what would 
otherwise be a semi-closeup. There 
are scenic and atmospheric shots 
from the first Grandeur newsreel 
woven in as story accessories that 
stand on their own as stunning 
pictorial panoramas, One of these, 
to mention a few of the many, is 
a flash of the New York skyline 
that is rather breath-taking; an- 
other is a remarkable view of a 
train tearing down the Hudson 
River bank, bearing the heroine to 


the city, another photographic 
smash, 

Story is a smart weaving of 
script and revue spectacle, story 
being but the merest thread, but 
serving to knit the whole. Marjorie 
White is a soubrette on “Col, 
Billy’s” Mississippi show boat, in 


love with the Colonel's grandson, 
but ambitious to try her fortunes 
in New York. River show is going 
broke and when they slap on an 
attachment, she beats it to the big 
town to call upon the star troupers 
of showdom who served their ap- 
prenticeship under Col, Billy, to 
come to his rescue. 

She crashes the Stage and Screen 
Club by strategy and all the stars 
there agree to stage a benefit in 
Memphis that will put the Colonel 
on easy street. They gather for 
the event and the show is staged, 


with a final sequence of Marjorie 
and her sweetheart together again 
to round off and knit the whole 
story 
It is the show ftself, running 
probably three-quarters of the 
whole, that supplies the production 
wallop It falls into two parts: a 
minstrel first part bringing in all 
the screen names, and a girl revue, 
introduced logically enough as the 
musical comedy troupe that is play- 
the house the week the star 
tior ers he ’ in. 

Hig) hts of the minstrel are a@ 
! j duet by MeLaglen and 
| Lowe the George Olsen band, 
j a & tt in a brief bit as 
nter th Walter Catlett and 
Wi i? ( lier as end men, Tom 
P i dance bit, song nume 
f } k Ri irdson and J, 
Harold Murr (the former is probe 
t SOY hit of the picture, 

(Continued on page 33) 
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“A box-office hit. ‘Put- 
tin’ on the Ritz’ is a 
triumph for United 
Artists. A picture 
which gets under 
your skin. Has an 





enormous box- 


office appeal.” 


—N. Y. Eve. Werid ; 
_ 


a 


“As a musical produc- 
tion the picture sets a 
standard which has 


not been approached 
since sound and color 
came to the screen. 
Richman puts over 
the Irving Berlin 
melodies with an 
excellent voice and 
pleasing person- 
ality.” —N. Y. Post 


| Mr. Richman is superb. 


He emerges a decided 
success. A good pic- 
ture and one that 
you should make it 
a point to see, be- 
cause you will en- 

joy it.’ 
—N. Y. Telegram 
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“Harry Richman 
Shines in ‘Puttin’ 
on the Ritz.’ ”’ 


—WN. Y. Mirror 








The Hit Songs from 


; Puttin’ On The Ritz’ 
YWITH YOU” 
PUTTIN’ ON THE RITZ” 


“THERE’S DANGER IN YOUR 
EYES, CHERIE”’ 


SINGING A VAGABOND SONG” 
Now the big sellers on Rec- 
ords and Sheet music. Mr: 


Richman records exciusively 
for Brunswick. 


ALK 
WAY 


s | 


















E-SINGIE T 


44 Says New York Daily News as 
it gives “’Puttin’ On the Ritz’’ 


xn tk 


“Richman Talkie Scores “ ‘Puttin’ on the Ritz’ | 
Big Hit at opening here. well deserved the favor 
with which it was re- 














Exceptionally good en- 
tertainment. ‘Puttin’ 


i 
on the Ritz’ has every colved by a large 
requisite of a big audience. it is a film 
box-office success. that possesses that 


Richman puts over 


much sought -after 
his songs like a 


ingredient—good ; 
million dollars.” entertainment.” 

— N. Y. Graphic —_N. Y. Times 
a _ 


ras 

































“There isn't a wasted Film Fare chock full of | 


moment — no let-down entertainment value. 


from beginning to 
end. The audience 
almost stopped the 
picture with its fre- 
quent and pro- 


Richman is magnificent. 
His voice thrills. it’s a 
long life and a merry 
one for ‘Puttin’ on 


the Ritz’ at the 








































longed applause.” Carroll.” 
—N. Y. American —N. Y. Journal of 
oa Commerce 
ppm rr 
aa 
“Marry Richman Film A fine production. 


Tuneful, strikingly 
staged and well act- 
ed. Good entertain- 
ment. Songs stand 
every chance of a 
deserved radio, 
phonograph and 
orchestral popular- 
ity.” —N.Y. Tribune 


Good. One of the 
better screen offer- 
ings of the new sea- 


son. Darned good 





movie entertain- 


ment.” 


—N. Y. Telegraph 


Another New Screen 
Personality! Another Tre- 
mendous Box Office 


HIT FOR 


UNITED 
ARTISTS 


JOAN BENNETT 


James Gleason, Lilyan Tashman, 
Aileen Pringle. Written and 
produced by John W. Considine, Jr. 


DIRECTED BY EDWARD H. SLOMAN 
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GRANT 
WITHERS 


Adapted from the story by Octavus Roy Cohen 


Directed by Lloyd Bacon 
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SHOWDOM’S BIG NIGHT! 


DENNIS KING SURE TRIUMPH IN ‘YACABQND KING’ GREATEST MOTION PICTURE EVER 
PARAMOUNT SONG ROMANCE HIT —qorye jy y y MADE IN $5 PREMIERE SELLOUT 


conn + 
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greatest romantic star will be heard 


ard | Simultaneous $5 Opening in cana S duaea Merten Soe! 
on the screen for the fret time KING OF THE MOVIES) aim Beach Also—s. R.| WINS FRESH LAURELS | ett, vey wi aisctose the show 


tonight. world’ mig triumpl 


| . : 

Wise showmen say that Dennis} : O. Audiences Eagerly | An S. R. O. audience composed 
King, who sang and acted his way | Dennis King comes back to Await Greatest Smash Hit The beautiful blonde singing | of the elite of the Big Town ar 
to fame in “The Vagabond King” | Broadway tonight in the glamorous | £ 1930 prima donna, Jeanette Mas Donald, | all set to give this singing monarch 
and Ziegfeld’s “‘Three Musketeers” | title role of “The Vagabond sng o who won the hearts of the Amer- | of the movies a royal welcome. 
on the stage, will be hailed as the| Which he played for over 90 weeks | - | ican screen public in The Love} nm Palm Beach the picture also 

as . : | on the New York stage | | Parade,” will charm them anew In oe P , 
new sensation of the screen with | King is young, handsome and The whole show world eagerly] “The Vagabond King.’ opens comagat at he palgiertees: 
the opening of Paramount's gor- | possessed of a rich baritone voice; awaits the debut of what is confi- | In a cast rich in fine singing} Theatre, with society paying $5 a 
geous All-Technicolor picturization| and dashingly romantic personality} dently expected to be the greatest] voices she plays the chi¢ fea-| throw for the privilege of being in 
of “The Vagabond King.” Success! that should make him instantly a} motion picture hit of 1930—‘“The/| tured feminine role of “Lady Kath-| at the start of a world-wide 
for this big one seems assured. | favorite. | Vagabond King.” erine” to perfection triumph. 
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Glens Falls, N. Y. 
A 2,000-seat theatre is to be built 


here by Fred W. Mausert, adjoin- 
ing his State theatre in be icc 
street. } 
House will be the largest in the 
city. There will be no balcony. 
Bristol, Conn. 
Frank J. Dillonsyler has resigned 
as manager of the Palace theatre 


here and has gone to Philadelphia | 

to take a course in business ad- 

ministration at Temple university 
Los Angeles, 


The following managerial changes | 


| 


enlarge 


have been madeé in the Rucky Moun 
tain division of West Coast the- 
atres. 

tay Davis succeeds O. G. Brown 
as manager of the U. S. A. theatre, | 
Sidney, Neb., Brown goes to the 


Rialto theatres, 
Chet Miller succeeds 
of the Fox 


and 
Colo. 
as manager 


American 
Sterling, 
Ewart Boyd 


theatre, North Platte, Neb., Boyd 
goes to the Rialto and Lovel and 
theatres, Loveland, Colo. 

Omaha. 


Sunday problem, dormant in many 
of the small towns of this territory 
for some time, 


particularly across the river in 
Iowa. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
After several years during which 


no public theatres have been per- 
mitted at University place, a sub- 
urb, a petition for a picture house 
has been presented to the city 
council. 


Wichita, Kans. 
Howard Jameyson, publicity head 
for the recently acquired Fox local 
interests, has been appointed to act 
in the same capacity for its chain 
of 40 theatres in Kansas and Mis- 
souri. Jameyson has left here for 
Kansas City and his new head- 
quarters. D. S. Lawler, of the “Daily 
Beacon,” replaces in Wichita. 





Reading, Pa. 

Warner-Equity, Inc., has wired 
the San Toy and reopened it with 
second runs, Interests allied with 
Warner-Equity have wired the large 











Still Going Strong 
4th Consecutive Year 


BENNY 








; Pioneer, Robesonia, closed for some 
ltime. It has reopened. 
sirmingham, Ala. 
Several weeks ago the Alabama 
| (Publix) hired a good looking girl 
to hang around the lobby and act 
is hostess. Bu they decided she 
vasn’t earning het j Now the 
hostess serves tea every Thursday 
from three to five. It’s terribly high 
hat for Birmingham. 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 
G. J. Meredith, Publix publicity 
manager, appointed to this office. 
Elkton, Md. 


Harvey H. Mackey will probably 


his Mackey theatre in Elk- 
lton. He has purchased the Linman 
store building, adjoining the the- 
atre, for $13,200. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
A. H. Schwartz (Century Circuit) 
is building another 2,500 seater in 
Queens. Straight picture policy 


| 
| 
| 


is springing up again, | 


Woodstock, Ont. 


It took the house staff of the Cap- 
|itol three hours to find the false 
|teeth of a patron which popped out 
| while he was laughing at two- 
reeler. 

Atlanta, Ga. 


MEROFF 


N. Edward Beck, formerly general 
press representative for 101 Ranch 
Shows, joins Publix as publicity di- 
rector here. 

Yonkers, N. Y. 

Historic Warburton, one of the 
oldest theatres in the country, 
opened Saturday as a 10-cent 
second-run picture house. Abe Fin- 
berg, manager. 





Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 
Murray Lafayette has been ap- 
pointed manager of the Embassy 
theatre at Dobbs Ferry. He came 
from the Broad Street theatre at 
Trenton, N. J., and succeeds George 
Roberts. 


Sioux City, Ia. 


Strand theatre, owned by the 
Iowa Operating Co., will undergo 
extensive remodeling within the 


next few weeks, even to its name, 
which will be changed to the State. 

Harry Krupper of Pittsburgh be- 
came manager of the house this 
week, 

Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Paul Short, manager of the State, 
has been shifted to direct the Vic- 
tory, Tampa, Fla., for Publix. M. 
Phillips succeeds here. 


Hartford, Conn. 
Harvey G. Cocks has succeeded 
Clarence Millett as manager of the 
Allyn. 
Capitol, Allston, Mass. 





Bribing as Jail Offense 





| 





Washington, Feb. 18. 


Getting to the opposition’s em- 
ployees by bribes, directly or indi- 
rectly, or promises of commissions, 
money “or other valuable things as 
an inducement,” to get the trade 
secrets or secure contracts, will be- 
come a Federal offense if a bill in- 
troduced by George S. Graham 
(R.), Pa., becomes a law. 


companies operating in interstate 
commerce, Fines totaling $3,000 





with two years in jail are set down 


as penalties, 





BLAIR’S N. W. CHARGE 


Seattle, Feb. 18. 
Charles Kurtzman, Publix west- 
ern division representative, has ap- 
pointed Robert Blair, manager of 
the Seattle theatre, this city and 
Portland. 











HARRY 


SE AMAN 


WITH THEIR LAUGHING SENSATION 


Featured in FANCHON and MARCO'S “MANILA BOUND” IDEA 
Thanks to HYMAN SHALIMAN, JACK LOEB, JESSE KAYE 


FRANK 
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Cocks was formerly at the | 


This, of course, will only apply to | 





IN F. & M. “ACCORDION” IDEAS 





KATYA ax» THEODORE 


FEATURED DANCERS 


THANX TO ALICE GOODWIN 


Fed’ Agents Warn B. 0s 
On Phoney Mor Money Passing 





} 
| 
| 
} 


Treasurers of New York picture 
| houses have been cautioned by Fed- 
pebe money experts who have dis- 
covered that about 125 counterfeit 

are 


bills of various denominations 


} 

eing passed in the city daily. 

A bogus 10 spot was given the} 
faramount theatre Jan. 29 which 


sulted in Joseph Becker 
ested, found guilty, and 
to six years in Atlanta. 
| The 14th street theatres more 
|than other houses have apparently 
een subjected to the fake slipping 


being ar- 
sentenced 


Pathe’s J Short Classes 


| Culver City, Feb. 18. 

| Pathe’s short product will be sold 
the year in eight different 
designations. 


during 


classes, with schedule 
Six Checker comedies (slap- 
six Manhattan comedies 
| (parlor, bedroom and bath type); 
six aay comedies; six Follies 
comedies (musical revues); six 
Rodeo comedies (Westerns); eight 
R 
ig 


into calling 


ainbow comedies (all color), and 
~ht Whoopee comedies (musical 
novelties). 


t 


Bandits in Makeup Tap 


San Francisco, Feb. 18. 

Two. bandits, made up to indi- 
cate age and extreme swarthiness, 
walked into the Fox California, 
San Jose, held at bay a man and 
two girl employees and escaped 
with $5,000 in currency. A _ hot 
chase through the town ensued. 
Bandits used stolen automobiles and 
motorcycles to make their getaway, 
and they got away. 

Robbers are believed to have 
buried the silver, which weighed 
about 70 pounds, and to have kept 
on them only the paper money. 
Robbery occurred just as the the- 
|atre treasurer was waiting for a 
policeman to arrive to escort him 
to the bank with week-end receipts. 
Loss covered by insurance. 


Rivals Use Same Lobby 


Schenectady, Feb. 18. 

Wedgeway closed Saturday night, 
terminating Mutual Wheel season 
here. Business was terrible the last 
several months, 

House will be wired for pictures. 
Farash officials will thereby run op- 
position to their other house as the 





State, their first run stand is 
reached through same lobby as 
Wedgeway. 





HOUSE WINS NEWS SUIT 
Lynchburg, Va., Feb. 18. 
Fox lost a court decision here 
when Judge Christian, in the Cor- 
poration Court, ruled in favor of 
C. M. Casey and the Academy thea- 


tre. Fox had sued for $1,980, alleg- 
ling breach of contract involving 


newsreel releases of last summer. 
Fox company claimed the contract 
covered a specific number of re- 
leases over an indefinite period. The 
house suspended during the sum- 
mer, and upon reopening in the fall 
declined to further use the news- 
reel, claiming that the contract had 
expired. Fox continued to send the 
reels, but they were not screened. 








DEMBROW-BOTSFORD AWAY 

Sam Dembrow and A. M. Bots- 
ford, Publix exces, leave town this 
week for the south on more or less 
vacations. 

Dembow pulls out for Miami to- 
day (Wednesday), to be gone 10 
days, while Botsford leaves this 
Friday for Pinehurst, N. C., which 
visit he will interrupt long enough 
to address a group of.merchants at 
Raleigh, N. C. Latter expects to be 
away a week. 








80-YR.-OLD HOUSE BURNS 


Mendon, IIl., Feb. 18. 
Fire last week destroyed the Men- 
don Opera House, which was more 
than 80 years old. 


but later was remodeled into a pic- 
ture, 
Loss is estimated at $15,000. 





Joe Cook and Two 
Columbia will have three of the 
original cast members of the stage 
“Rain or Shine,” in its picture ver- 











sion, Joe Cook, the star, Tom 
ard and David Chasen. 


San Jose Site for $5,000 | 


Structure originally was a church } 


vaudeville and legit theatre. | 


How- | 





BILL ON DESIGNS 


Can’t Figure if | Pale People Ap- 
prove New Copyright Law or Not 


Washington, Feb. 18. 

There's a difference of opinion as 
to whether or not the picture in- 
dustry approves the new copyright 
of designs bill now before the 
|House Patents Committee. 
Dress creators, artists, 
and practically everyone 
lanything to with designs, 
ion hand for the hearings. 
Swarts, Arthur W. Weil and Fulton 
| Bry lawski, of the Hays organiza- 
ition, were present, but did not ap- 
pear the committee. Ques- 
put to Chairman Vestal 

forth the statement 
picture industry approved 





builders 

having 
were 

Louis 


do 


before 
tions 
brought 
the 
bill. 
Queries 


the 
put to the Hays repre- 
isentatives brought a statement to 
ithe contrary from Brylawski, who 
lsaid the picture people disapproved 
the bill. 


The program of 52 will be divided | 


WB CALLS OFF DAY 


|} Figuring more dough can _ be 
| taken out, the Warner Strands 
|(New York and Brooklyn) and the 


| = . 
| Beacon will no longer play product 


|day and date. Effective this Friday, 
lunder an arrangement worked out 
by H. L. Charnas, managing di- 
rector of the WB Greater New 
| York houses, the Strand on Broad- 
way will have precedence over the 
other houses. 

“Lilies of the Field” 
the New York Strand, and “The 
Other Tomorrow” goes into the 
Brooklyn house for a first run, while | 
“She Couldn’t Say No” is held over 
at the Beacon. In the future the 
plan is to shoot the pictures from 
|the Broadway Strand to the other 
ltwo houses for simultaneous show - 
‘ings a week later. 








In Again—Out Again 
Chicago, Feb. 18. 
After being out of show business 
two weeks the Ascher Brothers are 
re-entering. They have leased the 
Vista, 900-seat south side spot, from 
Harry Ortenstein, wealthy druggist. 
The three brothers lost their one 
and only house Feb. 1 when Publix 
took away the Diversey, north side 
de luxer, and renamed it the Cen- 
tury. 


NEW TRADE MARK BILL 
Washington, Feb. 18. 


Of considerable importance to 
|pictures is the new Vestal bill 
\(HR 2828), which has just been fa- 
vorably reported to the House. 

Bill widens the scope of protec- 
tion on trademarks used in inter- 
state commerce, chief purpose of 
the measure being to incorporate 
in one law the various trademark 
acts. It also simplifies procedure 
for speedy 
used on commodities exported. 

Chairman Vestal, 
Patents Committee, will send cop- 
explains the bill in detail upon re- 
quest. 


POUGH’PSIE PICKETING 0. K. 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Feb. 18. 
Picketing of the Strand and 





| Rialto theatres here by union oper- 
ators is now permitted under a rul- 
ing by City Judge Haas. When 
union operators in both houses were 
first discharged they were re- 
strained from picketing by the 
police. 

Later the court ruled that picket- 
ing in this case is not prohibited by 
ordinance. The men are now at 
their posts daily. 


MACON’S OPEN SUNDAYS 
Macon, Ga., Feb. 18. 
City Council here has killed old 
blue laws forbidding any activity 
beyond a short walk on the Sab- 
bath. 





con's two talking 
operate Sundays. 


that | 


AND DATES IN N. Y. 


' 
comes into | 


8 ee 


registrations of marks | 
of the House | 


ies of the committee’s report, which | 


As a result of the movement, Ma- | 
picture houses can 





‘NEGRO DOORMAN GRABS 
2 WICHITA B. 0. BANDITS 


Wichita, Kan., Feb. 18. 
With no other weapons than his 
fists Frank Young, 47, colored door- 
man at the Fox-Miller theatr® cap- 
tured two bandits who attempted to 





| 
l rob the theatre, saved the money 
| and handed the men over to the 
| polic e. Young went on with his 
| work despite an injured hand but, 
| nevertheless, found himself the hero 
'of the hour. 
} Both daily papers started funds 
jin recognition of his heroism and 
jhe was more than $200 ahead, be- 
|sides rewards of the theatre man- 
agement. 

Young and Mrs. Tom Curless 


7 


secretary to S. N. Chambers, man- 
|ager, were surprised by the gun- 
j}men while in the executive offic 

'on the second: floor. Stick-up pair 


were Carol Turley and John Gibbs, 
both armed. Turley marched Young 
and Mrs. Curless downstairs and up 
the street to a store where he 
dered them to look in the window. 
Young obeyed but got a glimpse of 
|a cop directing traffic. Getting tired 


or- 


iof just looking, he suddenly hit the 
holdup man on the chin, grabbed 
the gun, picked the man up and 
literally carried him over to the 
policeman. 

Young then raced back to the 
theatre where the other bandit, 
now at the ticket window in the 
lobby, was ordering Pauline Algeo, 
ticket seller, to put the cash in a 
sack, With a leap Young was on 





the holdup’s back. 

Young has been with the theatre 
17 years, Al Crapo, driver ot a 
“ev taway car’ and third member of 
the holdup trio, was captured by 


the police, 


Pitt’s Short Reel House, 
Palace, Calls It Quits 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 
Pittsburgh’s short subject and 
‘newsreel house has flopped. ° It 
folded after a month’s trial. 


| Promoted by the Harris interests 


| at the 400 seat Palace, downtown, 
j} little or no enthusiasm was shown 
for the _ proposition. Yesterday 
(Monday) house switched to 
ond-run feature pictures with a 
daily change. Admission remains 
at 15 cents, 


EXHIB. -PILOT CRASHES 


Galveston, Tex., Feb. 18. 

Carl Anderka, owner of a picture 
theatre at Orange Grove, Tex., was 
seriously injured when the plane 
which he owned and was piloting 
crashed in a plowed field last week. 
Frank Neumann, 17, a passenger, 
was killed. 

Anderka suffered a fractured skull 
and other injuries. 


sec- 








RIO BROS. 


2nd Year With Publix 
This Week Chicago Theatre, 
hicago 
to Earl Saunders 
JERRY CARGILL 








Thanks 
| Dir. 











Joseph Jackson 


Wrote the Dialog for 
“THE TERROR” 














& WARCE 


crow 
cesent 







FAN 


WISCONSIN 
THEATRE 
Milwaukee 
Wis. 














ORIGINALS DIALOGUE 


Howard J. Green 


NOW WITH FOX 


CONTINUITIES ADAPTATIONS 
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; STARRING 





SPANISH-LATIN AMERICAN FILM BUREAU 


Now Acting as Advisor for 
SONO-ART’S PRODU CTION, 


ADDRESS 


| METROPOLITAN STUDIOS, HOLLYWOOD 
| Telephone GR 3111 


“SOMBRAS DE GLORIA, ‘“ 
JOSE BOHR 
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The Surprise First-Run 
Serial Sensation / 


Feature CLASS .. . feature PRODUC- 
TION VALUE, feature DRAWING POW- 
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ER in every episode. ... : A mighty mystery 
thriller built for old and young . the 


answer to the showman’s prayer for some- 
thing to BUILD BUSINESS! .. . Here’s 
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" LOUISE LORRAINE 
JACK PERRIN 


MONROE SALISBURY, FRANCIS FORD, 
LEO WHITE and WILBUR MACK 


10 SMASHING CHAPTERS! 


ts on NOW/ 


SOUND 


EFFECTS 


Also silent 


Universal's New Selling Season 
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Continuing ‘to sell out at every performance at the 
Astor, N.Y., and at the Chinese Theatre, Los Angeles 
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{ METRO 
GOLDWYN 


MAYER'S 


HICOLOR 
Tee SICAL 
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| METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER IS 
| ELECTRIFYING THE ENTIRE 
| AMUSEMENT WORLD! 










esr er 
An tee tna gs ti. Nena 


Wl Each year the truly | _* 
outstanding hits bear | 4m Se 
th ena m 2.6 f M etro- : ; be & id . 4 . oe <— | 
Goldwyn-Mayer. Each | § 4 
a year theatre owners be- 
come more and more 
convinced that to be 
associated with M-G-M 
is the one and only 


guarantee of profit and © 
prestige. = in 














Pa La . 


RETA GARBO in ANNA CHRISTIE 


4th week of record-breaking business at the Criterion Theatre, Los Angeles. Her First 
Talkie! Now playing to sensational business at Michigan Theatre, Detroit, and moving 
to Adams Theatre_on_Friday for extended run, 
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SOMETHING 1 NEW 


IN "THE. 


| MASTERING OF CEREMONIES) 


NOW AT THE 


} A CONDUCTOR A PERSONALITY 
AN ARRANGER ‘ A -- F é O i AN INDIVIDUAL 
A SHOWMAN AN ENTERTAINER : 


- NEW YORK 
































OPENING SATURDAY 


‘LOEW'S NEW 175° STREET THEATRE] 1 


NEW YORK 











Thanks to Mr. SIDNEY and Mr. HARRIMA N 
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PICTURES 
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SELF THREADING 


PROJECTOR 
PATENTED 


Washington, I* 

Outstanding eatu 

st of patents .ssued on new inven 
tions is just how long an invent 
sometimes has to walt Oo r 

ficial gové ent protection A 
Dina, of J sey City, ea tI 
couple of patents coverin2 f 
ing mechanism and a film trapd 
lock back in 1925, and just got his 
patents. 

A new device for inspecting film 
a rewinding mechanism, and a self- 
threading motion picture machine 
are also included in the list. 

Details on the following may be 
obtained upon request to the Com- 
missioner of Patents, Washington 
D. C., it being necessary to give the 
name and number of the particulat 
invention plus a 10-cent fee to cove 
printing and mailing costs: 

Manufacturing foils, films, rib- 
bons and the like from viscose and | 
similar cellulose solutions. E, Cza- 
pek and R. Weingand, Bomlitz, near 
Walsrode, Germany. Filed Sept. 1, 
1927. Ser. No. 217,012, and in Ger- 
many Sept. 13, 1926. 6 claims. 1,- 
745,247. 

Film-feeding mechanism. D. E. 


Chicago, 
Corp., Chicago. Filed Dec. 24, 1925 
Ser. No. 5 claims. 1,745,481. 

Device for inspecting continuous 
picture films. A. C. Sargent, West- 
ford, Mass. Filed Oct. 27, 1927. Ser. 
No. 229,238. 1claim. 1,745,718. 

Rewinding mechanism for motion 
picture projectors. E. J. Nolan, 
Rochester, assignor to Eastman Ko- 
dak Co., Rochester. Filed April 9, 
1927. Ser. No. 182,458. 2 claims. 
1,745,861. 

Self-threading motion picture ap- 


Gilmore, 


77,653. 


paratus. A. Stuber and E. E. Un- 
derwood, Rochester, assignors to 
Eastman Kodak Co., Rochester. 
Filed Dec. 4, 1925. Ser. No. 73,119. 


22 claims. 1,745,874. 

Means for positioning and holding 
sensitized paper onto the exposing 
table or board of an enlarging and 
reducing photographic camera. C. 
G. Lowen, London, Eng., assignor to 
E. T. Pearson & Co., London, a Brit- 
ish Co. Filed Dec. 23, 1927. Ser. No. 





-—-REMEMBER ?— 


When Herbert Brenon, the picture 
director, and Helen Dowling (Mrs. 


Brenon) were a vaudeville team? 


When Harry Frazee opened the 


Longacre theatre with Marguerite 
Clark as the star? 
When Oscar Hammerstein and 


Morris Gest ended a long feud by 
shaking hands in the lebby of the 
Victoria? 

When Dillingham's “Watch Your 
Step” broke all records with a $22,000 
opening week gross al the Amster- 
dam? 

When the Dolly Sisters split, 
Rosczika teaming with Martin Brown 
and Jenny with her husband, Harry 
Fox? 

When Jesse Lasky produced his 
last big vaudeville act, “Red Heads"? 





assignor to Helios | 


| 


= — 
242,250, and in Great, Britain Dee | COAST NOTES wet 
fe ee icture Possibilities 
Projection appar: 7 18 ‘(with Rg 
lenses for various angles). oe 
Sal ) 91)3<ser a le Vs a) Y tei S« Y 
peer beng mt Ro aedehege Mente Garnett Weston writing dialog 
assignor to M.S. Seadls 998. Ser, |0n “Sap from Sicamore.” (Par.) 
York. Filed March 14, 1 ser. | “Heinie’ Conkli to “Joseph”’—Favorable 
No. 261.455, and in France Feb. 1,| Charles Heinie a “JOSEPH” (Comedy, John Golden, Liberty) 
1928. 2 claims. 1. 746,014. ‘Western Front,” U. Ww age eae des Papa 2 4g v- - - : 
ae photography. J. G. Zim mer-| Mrs. Mary BE. Lewis engaged by omg the right treatment should make a more amusing picture than 
man, Madison, Wis. Filed Jan. 29,| Hal Roach for four foreign tongue | 2 Play. lbee. 
1926. Se r. No. 84,575. 20 claims. | translations. 
746.3% | Russ Powell, “March of Time,” “Ripples”—Favorable 
chanism for cinema- | ‘. — : . ene A 
“Framing oe : 4. Dina, Jer- | M-G. we _ RIPPLES” (Musical, Charles Dillingham, New Amsterdam). 
ogra ro ( rs si. ss 5 se »y" De - 7 : e . . e : 
Cit nor to the Precision | Fy = P moons singer of . Favorable rating is with reseryations. If done as a screen musical 
Machine Co., New York. Filed May | ' pai a ,.| would need an entirely new score. Certain film possibilities inherent in 
Ce ae ate 11415. Renewed | Francis X. Bushman, Jr., “Father’s] ,. > ad tatalrt RS pa 
} yor <7 No. 31,415. cen Day.” M-G group of dwarfs in Catskill Mountains turning out to be bootlegzers, 
- 14 ‘ 1 ria 17 >. ) ays 4 “\T. " c+ “aw ritir , ; o Ste : 4 , 
J : F ) 1 i. lain “ ago John Darrow and Helen Foster Extensive rewriting would be inevitable but if piece develops as a mu- 
Fi a apes sed vA a the Precision | Share the leads in “Stepping on the sical hit publicity value attaches, Land, 
“ts = Pegg. po Yorl ” Filed Sept. | Gas.” It’s the first Kent Produc- ' 
‘ 9 5 Si Yr. No 54,6138. tenewed ) UEOR. > . . . ’ wah 7) ee 
“97. 1929. 16 - fate - 746.326 Jackie Heller in “Sunny Skies ine ee. : — Unfavorable 
I , nt washer. D. C.| With Bennie Rubin. (Tiff.) ‘TOPAZE” (Farce comedy, Lee Shubert, Music Box). 
Photographic print 1a Filed Nov Ernest Laemmle to direct “What Is adaptation from French and typically lacking in meat for the screen 
me 199¢. fier, No. 186,829 € claims. | Men Want” for U. Char 
74 iy woes Sn are | George “Red” Corcoran to “Solid re 
20,004 i Gold Article.” Ox, ‘“ nin 
I | Frank W. Beaston, juvenile lead The Last Mile’—Unfavorable 
: Renal oR s ” cnn . <ryN x99 : — 
Basketball V ictory S po eee ti a os poe aes: THE LAST MILE” (Melodrama, Herman Shumlin, Harris). 
"02 as re . ‘ 4 A death house dramsz : : ris ‘eak rey 
Costly to Albion House | following actors, directors and where. Too po an arte aaa a a lai 
writers for the next six months: , Siesta mata me 
Toledo, Feb. 18. | Frank Albertson, Frank Richardson, ae 
Students at Albion, Michigan, all} Rex Bell, Richard Keene, Thomas “The Infinite Shoeblack”—Unfavorable 
wrecked the Bohm theatre ther TC lifford, Maureen O’Sullivan and “THE INFINITE S ce : i 
cheh, following a basketball vic-|Mona Maris, players; A. F. Erick-|_ E NFINITE HOEBLACK (Drama, Lee Shubert, Maxine 
tort  nevtie 300 youths presented |} son, J. G. Blystone, Ben Stoloff and Elliott S). 
‘aennatren t the theatre and de-| |Frank Tersselt, directors; William A quiet play. Reclamation of a woman of many lovers, with a high- 
tte ce a ae , tp |Kernell and Harlan Thompson,| brow trend and tragic finale. lbee. 
sired to be deadheaded into writers, and Sophie Wachner, cos- — ee a as 
show. itume designer. 
In the fight that followed 18 stu- | Wm. Boyd (stage) added to “The Bruce in “Safety in Numbers,” Par. | and Ned Sparks for “Devils Holi- 
dents were jugged but their school- | Storm” (U). Miss Bruce gets another spot. day,” Par. 
| mates broke down the doors of the| Russ Powell and Austin Young| Herbert Prior, Margin Mugs,”| For Par’s Spanish version of 
town lockup and released them, } ‘March of Time,” M-G. M-G. 3enson Murder Case,” Barry Nor- 
When finally brought up on charges Delmar Daves for “Good News,” Nella Walker 1d Charles Giblin con. 
1e fi roug | -Q s F aik . T F § 7 ’ > — _ “. , \ " 
| att esaaited eith nae | M-G, : “Smooth as Satin,” Radio. ‘ Pathe has bought Sada Cowen's 
| a ay , LeRoy Prinz _ directing dance inner: ; : al Extra,”.newspaper yarn. Author- 
ot eek” anata numbers for “Madam Satan,” M-G. c hacer wer: : — King, |ess will put it in screen shape. 
‘rt Gle i “Rosi xilbert Emory, Fre¢ jarren, Joy- ‘lara Bow, “Quarantine,” 
WARDS Bert Glennon is directing ‘‘Rosie = 3 hh , creme b Clara Bow, ‘‘Quarantine, Par. 
trang TANGLE A einectide. O'Grady” for Columbia. He wrote | 2€¢lle, Fred Sullivan, for “Prince of Emma Dunn, “The Texan,” Par. 
| Rube Wol ,m. c. at Fox, Brookly the dialog. Diamonds,” Col. Derothea DeBorba and William 
and sorough Preside nt Byrne Maude Turner Gordon “Smooth| James Crane for “One Night at| Bechtel, “Lover Come Back,” Col. 
awarded two automobiles to win-j|as Satin,” Radio. Susies,” FN Dodge Sisters, M-G revue, 
ners of “Traffic Tangles,” exploita- Joe Farnham can eat for another Raymond Hatton for “Under Three in a row for Frank Mc- 
tion stunt held by theatre. Wolf | Year as writer at M-G. rena Western Skies,” FN. Hugh at F.N. “Treasure Girl,” 
made special picture and those Rw ree to Primrose Galiy Willers oppceite Hest Gib- “Mlle. Modiste and one to come. 
’ Tl a6 IA 7 ¢ ; c , é nes rne ° . q UOMnicoon I yi . mame OD — — 
ge his traffic violations won Edward Everett Horton for “Mlle. ~ in “Trigger Tricks,” U, 
the prizes. Modiste.’ WB s0that Mayring added to ‘“Vien- J 
, . a i oe n former secretary 
Bert Adler promoted gag. Ray Harris adapting “Rain or|nese Nights,” WB. Je xq “ mae % ane ct o 
Shine,” Col Andree Henderson for “Radio Fn eee meee ot 
’ . * oe ~ . sae ~ In y< 
PUBLIX DATE SWITCH , Joe Poland engaged by M-G to| Revels,’ Radio. the story department for Para- 
. : write Duncan Sister picture, re-| Wallace Smith is good for an-|™ount, has been appointed east 
Publix convention of district and | tained for a Joan Crawford film. other year at Radio. coast representative for Myron Selz- 
division managers in Chicago has Jack Kirkland, Paramount writer, Theodore Von Eltz for second lead |nick, artists’ representative. 








adh AL TRAHAN! 


|} week of next month. 














been put back until March 10-13. 

Original date was during the first 
Site remains 
the same, Drake hotel. 


“LADIES” FOR $2 
Columbia’s next $2 picture will be 
“Ladies of Leisure,” according to 
plans. 
A New York run will be arranged 
starting about the middle of April. 








Tex. Suburbans’ $75 Tax 
Fort Worth, Tex., Feb. 18. 
Suburban theatres in Texas cities 
reaching over the 40,000 pop mark 
must continue to pay a $75 occupa- 
tion tax, same as the downtown first 


runs, according to a decision of 
| Judge Lattimore. Tax is a state 
law. 





$2,100 Robbery 
Liberty, Stapleton, L. L, pictures, 
was robbed by three bandits last 
week. 
Trio bound and gagged Thomas 
Reno, night watchman, blew the 
safe open and got away with $2,100. 





Complete change of box office cus- 
todians at the Carroll theatre, New 
York. Former Globe staff of Louis 
Lotito, Paul Dauer and George Mc- 
Carthy, has been sent over. Carroll 
b. o. men have been let out. 








to New York to write at the East- 
ern studios. 

Vincent Lawrence on an original 
for Clive Brook and Ruth Chatter- 
ton. 

yeneva Mitchell as the heavy in 
Harry Langdon’s current comedy 
(Roach). 

Hank Moran in “The Cisco Kid” 
(Fox). 

Knute Erickson in “Double Cross 
Roads,” directed by Al Worker at 
Fox. 

Craufurd Kent in 
East,” WB. 

Judith Vosselli in “Mlle. Modiste” 
FN. 

Albert Gran in 

N 


“Three Faces 


“Mile. Modiste,” 
Eddie Phillips for “Those Who 
Dance,” WB. 

May Boley 
cational. 

Tom London, Dick Hatton, Edna 
Marion and Henry Rockmore for 
“Romance of the West,’ Hammond. 
Bob Tanzy to direct. 

Matt Moore, Dorothy’ Revier, 
Katherine Clare Ward, Nick de 
Ruiz, Tom O’Brien, Joe de la Cruz, 
Vic Potel, Buff Jones and Ford 
West for “Under Western Skies,” 
Col. Al Ray and Ira Hards direct- 
ing. 

Kate Price for 
Up,” WB. 

Walter Anthony, screen  treat- 
ment for “Scarlet Pages” WB. 

Joseph Jackson, screen. treat- 
ment for “See Naples and Die.” 

Contract renewed of A. A. Kline, 
writer. Pathe. 

Geneva Mitchell replaces Virginia 


in a short for Edu- 


“Three Flights 
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“Arizona Kid,” Fox. 
May Beatty, “Smooth 

Radio. 

Earle Snell re-engaged by Tiffany 


as Satin,” 


to write baseball yarn for Benny 
Rubin. 
Jed Prouty “Devil’s Sunday,” Par. 


Hugh Herbert new year’s writing 
contract, Radio. 

John Ince, “Smooth 
Radio. 

Complete cast 
Cot. Dorothy Revier, Matt Moore, 
Catherin Clare Ward, Nick DeRuzy, 
Tom O’Brien, Joseph de la Cruz, Vic 
Potel, Buff Jones, 

Bertha Mann, Maria Mannon, Ed- 
ward Peil, Heine Conklin, Bodil 
Rosing and Serge Tenoff, “Western 
Front,” U. 

Dorothy Yost, 
cerity,” U. 

Complete cast, “Trigger Fingers,” 
U: Hoot Gibson, Sally Eilers, Jack 
Richardson, Monte Montague, Wal- 
ter Perry, Max Asher and Neal 
Hart. 

Vinceat Barnett, “Courage,” WB. 

Rose Dione, Dorothy Jarvis, Kor- 
da, untitled, Fox. 

Harry Stray, Jack Pennick, “Born 
Reckless,” Fox. 
Joe Balch, James Gibson, 
Kid,” Fox. 

Charlotte Walker, 
the Daisies,” Fox. 

Sally Starr, Mickey Bennett and 
Nick Stuart for “Swing High.” 
Pathe. 

Mary Forbes, 
don,” Fox. 
Jason Robards, 
Love,” Fox. 
Edgar Norton, “Sweet Kitty Bel- 
lairs,” WB. 
June Purcell, 
WEB. 

Charles Morton and Anita Page, 
“Margin Mugs,” M-G. 

Nick Grinde remains with M-G as 
director for another year. 
“Soldiers’ Women,” play by Paul 
Fox, acquired by Col. 
Tommy Jackson, 
M-G. 

Paramount has engaged Stanley 
Fields for five years. 


as Satin,” 


continuity ‘“Sin- 


“Arizona 


“Yonder Lies 


“So This Is Lon- 
‘In Love With 


‘Viennese Nights,” 


“Good News,” 


R. E. O’Connor, “Smooth As 
Satim” Radio. 
Edna Murphy, “Those Who 


Dance,” WB. 
Bert Sprotte, 
Col. 
Henry Armetta, 
Radio. 
Phyllis Crane, 
mine,” WB. 
“The Shrimp,” 
Roach comedy. 
“Harry Lee, Marceline Day, 
ny Skies,” Tiff 
Enrique Acosto and Cesare Ver- 
noni, “The Texan,” Par. 

Earl Lindsay, dance numbers for 
UA, 


“Lover Come Back,” 
“I Love You,” 
“Dumbbells in Er- 

title of Langdon 


“Sun- 


Constance Bennett, “Lipstick,” 
Pathe. 
Jack Trent, Charlotte Stevens, 


“On a Chinese Flower Boat,” Tiff. 
Florence Eldridge, “Broadway 

Playboy,” WB, 
Frank Lloyd, 

North,” FN. 
James Kirkwood, Hobart Bosworth 


“Heart of the 





“Tempetation”: | 









BY WHICH ALL STAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT IS 
JUDGED ‘ 














PICTURES OR VAUDEVILLE 


MANAGER ! 
EXPLOITER « 


Looking for New Conquvuests 


MODERATE SALARY 
AND PERCENTAGE OF 
INCREASED RECEIPTS 


FROM COAST 
BU SINESS 
B UILDER 
YEARS EXPERIENCE 


BEST OF REFERENCES 


Have Broken Records in 
Every Theatre I Have 
Been Connected With 


CAN DO THE SAME 
THING FOR YOU! 
Wire Box 101, Variety, New York 
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Wednesday, February 19, 1930 


| 





EXCELLENT | 


The Melody Man 


A highlight of the week—easily. The 
picture about which Columbia has been 
_throwing raves. So much so, in fact, that 
it became difficult to imagine any one 
production could be as good as its pro- 
ducer claimed. 

No other course was open then but to 
find out what the shouts were all about.. 
We took a peek and this is what we saw: 

A beautifully tempoed production, 
charmingly acted, and a vast, but never 
overplayed, sentimental appeal. 

A slight enough story of a Viennese 
musician whose rhapsody leads to his ar- 
rest for the murder of the man who 
wrecked his home, while, at the same 
time, it brings happiness to his daughter 
and her sweetheart. 

Adroitly directed, and handled always 
with appreciation, “The Melody Man” de- 
serves a widespread play. Far removed 
from silly musical comedies and stories 
of backstage life, it further disproves an 
industry adage that a picture to get by 
must be loaded down with unfunny and 
unnecessary wisecracks. 





re) 


KANN 








“Melody Man” 
(All-Talker) 


Columbia Time, 1 hr.,-15 mins. 

FIRST-RATE PRODUCTION 
OF GREAT HUMAN APPEAL 
AND RICH IN TENDER CHARM. 


A splendid little film based on the 

Fields, Rogers and Hart stage piece 

of the same name. Here is a beauti- 
ful picture with wide popular appeal, 
thanks to the fine human sentiment, 
the quaint tenderness and the remark- 
able simplicity prevading it. No pre- 
tentious production, to be sure, but 
certainly one that moves you deep- 
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SPLENDID 


Says FILM DAILY ( 


. 








Says Red KANN 


Motion Picture News 
The Melody Man 


(Columbia—All Dialogue) 
Excellent 
(Reviewed by Red Kann) 


Byer in tempo, appreciative in treat- 
ment and dignified’in performance. Add to 
these fundamentals in picture-making, a dra- 
matic story bolstered by a high-grade of di- 
rection and the answer is an approximation of 
“The Melody Man.” 

Here is the picture which represents-a high 
mark in Columbia’s long career as a producer. 
Its motif revolves around a rhapsody and how 
its lovely melody leads the Viennese police to 
the composer charged with murdering the inter- 
loper who wrecked his early family life. 
Against this theme is written the love story 
of the musician’s daughter for a jazz band 
leader and how the unpublished music played 
at the Philharmonic without the old man’s 
knowledge leads to his apprehension and his 
implied release. 

Roy Neill never directed a better picture; 
John St. Polis never outstripped his work in 
this. Alice Day is delightful as the daughter 
and Buster Collier as the jazz musician is fine. 
Nothing hot or jazzy in “The Melody Man,” 
but, despite that, a fine motion picture. 











fy and sincerely. It is honest and it 
is true. R. William Neill has directed 
it straightforwardly and _ intelligent- 
ly. A Viennese composer takes refuge 
in America with his infant daughter 
after killing his wife and her param- 
our, thus sacrificing a brilliant career. 
The girls’ inherited love for music 
turns to jazz and she becomes in- 
fatuated with a band leader. A clash 
follows when the father finds the 
spirit of jazz threatening the old 
masters. He is arrested when one 
of his pieces is heard in a concert 
hall by Viennese agents sent to look 
for him in New York. The cast ad- 
mirably catches the spirit of the film. 
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Worth more because it 


earns more! |. 


... that is why 
4903 theatres 
have selected 
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HAPPY DAYS. 


(Continued from page 21) 


“Moana”), and other bits of novelty 
and fast dancing. 

Performance then goes into spe- 
cialty and revue ensembles. First 
rate novelty song by Janet Gay nor 
and Charles Farrell called “Little 
World All Our Own,” with the sing- 
ers building up a miniature cottage 
as they sing the love lyrics. 

One of the most ,elaborate song 
and dance numbers probably ever 
screened is “Crazy Feet” with Dixie 
Lee singing and 32 girls doing tap 
and jazz routines. Song melody 
is great as a dance tune candidate 
for the best sellers and the staging 
is superlatively striking. Setting 
shows a gigantic pair of shoes and 
two trouser legs stretching upward 
to what would be the wearer's 
knees. Trouser legs are drawn up 
and the shoes are revealed as two 
stages each holding groups of eight 
girls doing tap routines. What 
would be the shuvelates tlrn out to 
be stairways. Main body of dancers 
works in front of the shoe plat- 
forms on the floor. 

Another similar number earlier 
also has a snappy jazz lilt and is 
called “Snake Hips,” sung by Sharon 
Lynn, with Ann Pennington as 
wrigg and how!—lead. While 
the elaborate finale is “Happy 
Days,” sung by “Whisperfmg” Jack 
Smith before one of those wedding 
cake scenic backgrounds like the 
finale of a Roxy presentation, every- 
body dancing and the whole star 
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duction, also meant little here, al- 
though smaller town audiences may 
go for it. 

House is not spreading the screen 
entirely across the opening but 
has allowed it two-thirds of the stage 
width. It is also to be noted that 
the Roxy’s projection throw is from 
the front of the balcony, possibly 
saving a lighting problem. How 
much light houses using Grandeur 
from rear balcony booths will need 
is something to mull over. Another 
angle is that Grandeur’s oblong 
shape permitted a full view of the 
screen from the rear of both lower 
floor and loge section, balcony sight 
lines not interfering to cut off the 
top of the picture, at least at 
Roxy. 

The new sized screen and its spas- 
modic spectacle flashes had the 
audience talking it over throughout 
the picture, and the general impres- 
sion is that all class A and B houses 
will have to go to the big screen 
sooner or later That's surefire 
when the boys turn loose 
conjunction with the big fil 
incidentally, isn’t so far 
Studio heads, however, will likely 
hold this back until at least the 
key centers become accustomed to 
the big camera’s results. And what 
Grandeur means abroad is. still 
something else. Just about the time 
they get straightened out on sound 
across the Atlantic, they'll have to 
readjust again. 3ut mavbe they'll 
permit one Grandeur print to count 
for two normal films on the various 
quotas Rush. 


Im whik th 





cast brought down front for a frag- | 


ment of their 
reprise. 


numbers by way of 


Outside of these high lights there | 


is a succession of capital sequences, 
gags and smart surprises. One of 
them involves Will Rogers, Collier, 

George Jessel and Catlett in spar- 
kling banter; another is a moment |} 
of joshing with Tom Patricola and 
El Brendel over a pool game in the 
Stage and Screen club; a third has 
McLagilerf and Lowe in one of those 
“dame copping” episodes reminis- 
eent of “Cockeyed World.” Audi- 
ence responded to the last-named 
promptly. 

Reproduction on the wide screen 
is extra-gqod (explanation is a 
wider sound track). One minor flaw 
in the enlarged image technique is 
that fast action in closeups—such 
as fast eccentric dancing—is in- 
clined to flutter or flicker. One of 
the remarkable things about the 
bigger screen, however, is that view 
from short range (4th row) and as 
far to the side as it is possible to 
get at the Roxy, brings very little 
distortion. Images seem closer to 
normal than in a standard screen 
from the same angle. Another de- 
tail is that even from the most dis- 
tant point in the Roxy the separate 
screen figures have much the ap- 
pearance of a standard screen image 
from the middle of the house. How- 
ever, from the high point (balcony 
top) the screen angle does bring on 
some distortion. 

The big camera (70 mm) is 
moved around to flash a few angles, 
a 45-degree slant at an exiting line 
of girls being a pip. And among the 
“news” shots included must also be 
mentioned a night flash of Times 
Square which practically takes in 
everything from 43d to 47th streets, 
looking up and downtown, in close- 
up. 

Picture -seems to be running a 
trifle long, due to a couple of super- 
fluous inclusions. McLaglen and 
Lowe are permitted too many chor- 
uses in their comedy duet. taking 
the edge off it, and there doesn’t 
seem any particular reason for the 
comedy follow-up on the Gaynor- 
Farrell number after, perhaps, one 
full chorus flash at the stars as 
bonneted tots in a baby carriage 
for a laugh. Brendel’s breakaway 
suit item, following a minuet intro- 
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TROOPERS THREE 


| 
| (ALL DIALOG, With Songs) 


Tiffany produc ‘tion and release Story 
j; and supervision by Arthur Guy " Empey. 
| Directed by Norman Taurog. Scenario b) 


Natteford. Clarence Kolstey film 
Photography by Ernest Mifler and 
Sound recording by Dean 


Jack 
editor. 
Benjamin Kline 








Dailey. RCA Photophone system. At the 
Gaiety, N. Y., for $2 run beginning Feb 
15. Running time, 76 mins. 
Bddie HaskinS....ccccsecsseeees Rex Leas 
Dorothy Clark....+e++ee-. Dorothy Gulliver 
UGS. ccccccccvccccccece eecccce Roscoe Karns 
SUNNY. .cccccccsecvsveseses Slim Summerville 
Giank DOrby.cccccccccccccesess Tom London 
Captain Har:risS....esssesesrre Joseph Girard 
Halligan. .cccccsvcevevccssses Walter Perry 
Exhibs may not find “Troopers 


Three” the sort of picture to send 
highly laudatory telegrams to dis- 
tributor about, but chances are 
slim there'll be any squawks. Back- 
ground, with 11th U. S. Cavalry seen 
in action, and unusually fine com- 
edy, are this talker’s saving graces. 
It’s nice program material, espe- 
cially promising for the smaller 
centers. 

Arthur Guy Empey, famed for his 
“Over the Top,” done years ago 
as a silent, wrote and supervised 
this latest special from the Tiff 
workshop. His is an ordinary story. 
It tells of three hams tossed out of 
a vaude theatre who figure the best 
bet for chow and flop security is 
the army. Rex Lease goes on the 
make for Dorothy Gulliver, even be- 
fore he gets into uniform, and saves 
her favorite mount from a fire to 
cap his long conquest, once upset 
by a jealous officer suitor. Situa- 
tion that would make it appear the 
rookie had, squealed on the officer 
puts him on the snubbed list by 
brother soldiers, but apparently the 
stigma is removed. Picture is badly 
edited toward finish, ostensibly to 
keep down running time, but im- 
pression is that the ignominy has 
beén lifted. Fast close, inclined to 
leave matters a trifle hastily, has 
also edged out the usual final clinch. 

Despite the clumsily handled 
scenes in last reel, picture has suf- 
ficient comedy, in most cases ex- 
pertly applied, to give it good en- 
tertainment rating for masses. 
Slim Summerville, gawky, hick type 
and one of the trio tabooed in 
vaude, almost cops the picture. A 
perfect comedy type, Summerville 
has a smart chance to step ahead. 

Very likely that “Troopers 
Three” will roll up decent buSiness 
in the sticks. Besides the appeal 
it has for the smaller centers, it’s 
the sort of entertainment kids will 
get a kick out of. At the opening 
performance (matinee) young ‘uns 
in the audience seemed to enjoy 
it most, particularly the comedy 
and the thrilling cavalry sequences. 
Besides a drill and a stunt riding 
exhibition, there’s as fine a sham 
battle staged as ever screened, 
either in features or newsreels. All 
cavalry stuff is enhanced in effect 
by being projected in the Gaiety 
on a large screen with a magnify- 





ing projection lens on the pro- 
jector. 
Pleasantly interwoven in story 


Se jare several songs. “As Long as You 


the } 





color in 


away. | 








Love Me,” theme piece, is an infec- 
tious tune, and “Please Be Good to 
Me” is a fair melody featured by 
Rex Lease and no dubbing, either. 
Another, “The Girl from Oscaloosa,’ 
is a good chorus number with comic 
Ivrics and a swing. 

Lease and Miss Gulliver, as the 
romantic leads, impart what's nec- 
essary. Voices record satisfactorily 
throughout and in the love scenes 
the directorial touches have meant 


much, Completing the three act 
looking to Broadway laurels, Roscoe 
Karns aids Summerville nicely. 
Lease also helps when not bus} 
wooing or scrapping. A3 army of- 
ficers, Joseph Girard, Tom London 
ind Walter Perry are excellent 
types. 

Photography good on the whole 
only the cavalry scenes suffering 
trom dullness and this perhaps 
partly due to a magnified negative 
Job on recording bes nasses t 
tect f har 


Dangerous Paradise 
(ALL DIALOG) 





the comedy work. She's all they'll 


want, and more. Feature of her 
work is its freedom, smoothness 
and the innocuous touches she in- 


jects. It's all very effective. 

In several instances Miss Light- 
ner is called upon to go dramatic. 
Not bad with it either, but, if they 
can sidestep the society stuff for 
this star so much the better. It’s 
doubtful if anyone delivers slang 
better than Miss Lightner. Not too| 
rough. How that stage experience | 
tells. 

for the finish by | 
the main love 
inte He has fallen the | 
cabaret singer and backed her in| 
ell night club. Lapse from the} 
antic straight and narrow oc- 
the racketeer-hero takes 
chin for a Park avenue} 
he eventually recovers and | 


Miss Lightner her | 





fools 
Morris, 


Narrative 
killing off 
rest tor 
1 sv 
rom 
curs when 
it on the 
} but 
wn to 


iss 


unkn 


puts 


i bac on her feet in i big rr usical 


Paramount production and release. | 
Directed by William A. Wellman Nancy 
Carroll starred; Richard Arlen and War- 
ner Oland featured Story by W. 8S 
McNutt and Grover Jones, based on in- 
cidents from novel by Joseph Conrad 
At the Paramount, New York, week of 
Feb. 13. Running time, 58 mins 
Alma ; ‘ ‘ nbs +.Nancy Carrol 
Heyst... oe . Richard Ar'en 
Schomberg........ . Wart Oland 
Mr. — .....Gustav von Seyffertitz 
Ricardo Francis McDonald 
Seana. -es++s- George Kotsonaros 
Mrs. Schombe s PPPeTre Dorothea Wolbert 
Zanwiacomo......see. Clarence H. Wilson 
. a. Sea ee Evelyn Selbie 
Wang . cco eeeesesseceses Willie Fung 
REI WEG... ccvcevsess .Wong Wing 
| ee a Lillian Worth 


William MaNutt and 


Slavens 


Grover Jones, the authors, base this 
screen play on incidents from a 
novel by Joseph Conrad, the preat 
writer of sea stories. What Conrad 


novel the incidents were taken from 


isn’t in the billing Anyway, the 
picture is not there, which means 
Nancy Carroll and Dick Arlen will 


have to pull it through. Its best bet 


is the smaller houses. 

They'll have to be very broad- 
minded to swallow this South Sea 
yarn without snickering. Eivery- 
thing that other pictures have used 
in South Sea locale is again in- 
cluded. More villains than the talk- 


ers have produced in one film in a 
long while. Five all told and all 
heavy. Three after the girl and two 
after the gold fhe hermit-hero is 
supposed to have on his island, but 
hasn’t. One of the girl chasers dou- 
bles in gold. Only one hero and one 
heroine and, at the finish, everyone 
else either to the grave or the 
cooler. 

Girl is a fiddler in an all-girl band 
playing one of those tropical joints 
where they hire to entertain and 
devote them to something else after 
they arrive. This girl doesn’t like 
to mix. She stows away on the 
hero hermit’s skiff to get away from 
it all 

Miss Carroll's usual good per- 
formance, accompanying her looks, 
rises out of the cream in this 
cream-puff picture. Warner Oland 
also is prominent. Richard Arlen 
is again nice looking and nothing 
more. Photography and decording 
excellent. Bige. 


She Couldn’t Say No 


(ALL DIALOG, with Songs) 

Warner production and release. From 
story by Benjamin M. Kaye, with dialog 
by Robert Lloyd and Arthur Caesar. Di- 
rected by Lioyd Bacon. Winnie Lightner 
starred and Chester Morris featured. 
Photography, James Van Trees. No sound 
credits. At the Strand, N. Y., week be- 
ginning Feb. 14. Running time, 73 mins. 
Winnie Harper............ Winnle Lightner 
SONEe COG sc ccccccccccscess Chester Morris 
MNES 64.658664066606000600 ceecese Sally Eilers 
Tommy Plake,....-sessesee: Johnny Arthur 
BE SOM s 6 ccivccccesesetsees Tully Marshall 
Nn 0 0 6000640006 60000080660 Louise Beavers 


Title for draw and Winnie Light- 
ner, with Chester Morris ably as- 
sisting, sends “She Couldn’t Say 
No” through value as a program- 
mer, Separting everything from the 
rest, it’s Miss Lightner who sup- 
plies the entertainment here. Al- 
though Miss Lightner’s name should 
mean something even if it doesn’t 
the gitle should help. 

Another story of racketeers be- 
hind that saucy title. And with 
Chester Morris picked to play the 
tough gunman aspiring to more 
elite embraces than his cabaret 
singer sweetheart can offer, there’s 
a fine actor in the cast to lend Miss 
Lightner support. Wasn't neces- 
sary that any one besides Miss 
Lightner should do the singing and 


) 





Show. Then he mixes up in a 
ght. brought about appa 
obtain funds for additional 
ing. and dies from wounds in 
heroine’s arms. 
Besides several 


hm Lill 
ently to 
angel- 

| 
the | 


special comedy 


numbers Miss Lightner sings 
“Watching My Dreams Go By,” 
“That’s the Way with a Woman 
Like Me” and “Bouncin’ the Baby | 
Around.” Second mentioned is the | 
piug tune and bids fair to be a 
moderate hit 

Sally Eilers and Tully Marshall 
turn in fine accounts of themselves 
Johnny Arthur lends little to a 
pianist Photoer: iphv and record 
ing an asset Char 


THE GREAT DIVIDE 


(ALL DIALOG, with Songs) 

First National preduction and release 
Presented by Richard A. Rowland. Ass 
iate producer, Robert Nort! Based on 
play of same name by William «Vaughn 
Moody, with scenario and dialog by Fred 
Myton and Paul Perez. Directed by Regi- 
ald Barker Music by Herman Ruby 
and Ray Perkins. Photography by Ivee 
Garmes. No recording credits At the 
Hippodrome, New Yor week starting 
Feb. 15. Running time, 72 mins 
PP ree Dorothy Mackaill 
en GER 5 co cccccuccdennecs Ian Kelth 
TOMES TOOT isicoccecess Lucien Littlefield 
Dutch Romeo..... Oc cccccess Ben Hendricks 
BEANUCHIO. ccccccccccocccevescese Myrna Loy 
We Ms 606604066 86d0Cate0 C0 Cb ee8 Frank Tang 
Ps és 606060866 0060000 96% Creighton Hale 
MECCIEGE < ccc ce eestseccsss George Fawcett 
Wa s 0c ebb bsedicecsecesaes Jean Laverty 
BEGG oc 0 6 696000088 ¢ Claude Gillingwater 
Joe Morgan eae err rer Roy Stewart 
ol errr rr rerT ey James Ford 
PUM Gs 6s 4900 6.064060 0600600068 Jean Lorraine 
Ruth's So PUES 6 2 66 ec0eedconn Gordon Elliott 

Shoddy treatment of play done 
on the stage by Henry Miller and| 
Ruth Chatterton, with much of the 
original legit version thrown over- 
board in transit to the screen. 
Gives this western a low rating. 
Mediocre photography, stilted direc- 
tion, ‘colorless acting and the use 
of cheap, unnatural settings, many 
of them miniatures, contribute to 
the entertainment weaknesses. 


Double feature bills seems the best 
out outside of the small grinds and 
despite cast names. 

Locale is near the Mexican bor- 
der and while a few unusually fine 
exterior shots are spliced in, there 
is so much of the obviously faked 
as to kill the effect of the few good 
mountain scenes. These are filmed 
on the trip in which Ian Keith, 
with Dorothy Mackaill his captive, 
returns to his mountain cabin from 
the fiesta in Mexico where he poses 
as a bad bandit lad. He was a 
former partner of the heroine’s 
father and had been secretly seeing 
to her support. The spark ignited 
thé minute he met the girl, Keith 
kWinaps her on the pretext that 
she’s living too profligate a life. In 
the play the hero was utterly de- 
spised by the heroine, but had her 
under his complete domination, and 
for the finish the great outdoor’s 
man and the girl’s tenderfoot hero 
shot it out. Not so in the picture. 
It’s simply the fadeout that might 
be expected with very little action 
leading up to the grand clinch. 

Some bad cutting in evidence, in- 
dicating that much may have been 
taken out to chisel down the run- 
ning time. 

Several songs are done, including 
a couple of comedy numbers by a 
cowboy team, Lucien Littlefield and 
Ben Hendricks. Theme numbers 
are “The End of the Lonesome 
Trail” and “Si, Si, Senor.” Keith, 
with someone palpably doubling for 
him, does the former and Myrna 
Loy the latter. That they are fair 
melodies ig the best that can be re- 
ported. 

During the flesta sequence Keith 
speaks in a Spanish accent and one 
that is moderately clear and dis- 
tinguishable. Myrna Loy, with an 
affected Mexican accent and man- 
ner, hasn’t much of a part and 


Swaaee 


|eigner speaks, 





but George 
part, 


makes the least of it, 
Fawcett, in a_ still smaller 
wrings more out of it. 

As the male lead Keith steals the 
picture from Miss Mackaill, who 
has done many better things and 
wasn't in favor of doing the pic- 
ture when approached on it as she 
is said to have felt she wasn't ready 


for dialog at the time. But this 
|girl’s okay. When they give her 
something she proves it. 

Recording pretty good. Char. 


'SOMBRAS DE GLORIA 


(ALL DIALOG-IN SPANISH) 
(Blaze o’ Glory) 


7 


Spa h ver n of Sono-Art’s “Blaze e 
Glory Produced y Sono-Art in Holly- 
wood Distributed by Wor “id Wide Cast 
all foreign except for female lead, Mona 
Rico, described as American Star lose 
Bohr (Argentinian); Francesco Maran 
(Italian); Cesar Vanonil (Argentinian 
Ricardo Cayol Spaniard); Demetrius 
Alexis (Greek); Tito Davidson (Chilean); 
Juan Torena (Spaniard); Emreique Acosta 
Mexican); Robert Saa Silva (Peruvian? 
and Frederico Godoy (Peruvian). Dialog 
by PFernandu C., Taiayo Music by Jose 
Bohr and James F. Hanley. Photographer, 
Arthur Martinelli. Directed by Andrew 
Stone. Ww. E recorded. At the 55th 
Street Playhouse, N. Y., week Feb. 15. 
Running time, 80 mins. 





Imitative of Dowling’s own ver- 
sion, just as sobby, and badly acted. 
Engendered with a conglomeration 
of dialect, Spanish enunciation that 
from the Greek manner to 
Mexican. It is not likely that 
this film will reap in Spanish ocal- 
ities unless the novelty angle is 
strong enough to carry it. 

Regardless of the dialect a for- 
when he must listen 
to his mother tongue from the stage, 


ranges 


the 


screen or platform it’s got to be 
| the original and undefiled. It’s true 
|of the Spaniard as others. Even 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| ish, 


more precise with Spanish nationals. 
They limit their dialect to those 
within their borders, and with so 
many existent Spanish speaking 
countries it's doubly necessary to 
attain a fundamental speaking plane 
acceptable to all. There's only one 
plain, unadulterated Castillian. Any 
other rumples national pride some- 
where. The Argentinian won't go 
for the Mexican, and the Mexican 
won't go for the Yucatan. 

One other fault with trying to 
shove over Spanish versions of 
American made pictures is lack of 
actors. In this version the cast is 
way below par. Using foreign casts 
leaves other loopholes, such as giv- 
ing the picture American atmos- 
phere. In one spot in the film the 
American hero who speaks in Span- 
is asked to sing an “American” 
song, and he sings it in “English.” 
Jumbled continuity immediately 
threw the film off gear and audience 
noticed it by laughing. 

Story runs similar to the English 
version. 

Sobs, sniffles, a kid posing with 
bowed head and anguished eyes, a 
couple of lawyers tiring a jury, and 
the prisoner fainting, all tend to get 
a verdict of acquittal and every- 
thing ends happily. 


Van Dyke has written his 


eh 
own theme song, “Africa,” for 
“Trader Horn.” 

Nance O'Neill added to “High 
Road” (M-G-M). 

Hamilton McFadden will direct 
“Six Cylinder Love” for Fox. 

David Butler will meg Beatrice 
Lillie’s London musical. 

Leo McCarey will direct ‘Road 


House” for the same studio. 
Helen Virgil (Billy Kent's sister) 
in “Good News” (M-G). 
Blanche Frederici to “Courage,” 
B 


Marion Byron to “Play Boy,” 
Helen Foster to “Primrose Path,” 
True Life. 
Final title for “Girl Who Wasn't 
Wanted,” Fox, changed to “A Holy 


Terror.” 
































Spangers’ dancing ties up 


irst 








Jack and Kay Spangier, 
hard enough ia the deuce to intimate they eould do as well in a later spot. Ths 
fast approaching the 
flight of feminine steppers and sow appears to be the best control kicker 
ia vaudeville. Her brother ta equally proficient ia his owa way. 
Miss Spangler possesses a singing voice.” 


JUST CLOSED SUCCESSFUL ENGAGEMENT PALACE THEATRE, NEW YORK 


ia a production dance turn, 


the worka Miss Spangler is 


—Bige, 


"The Lobbyists,’ hit 


In addit'on, 
“VARIPTY.” 


Personal Direction TISHMAN & O’NEIL 


TACK and KAY SPANGLER 


“Jack and Kay Spaagier, who are familiares here, clesred the hurdles easily 
im their clever potpourri of song, dance and comedy. which has already earned 
its chevrons in the neighborhoods. For the Palace date there's a new set—very 
sweet. Kay's high-kick work is outstanding, and Jack runs her a close second 
with his deft handling of the gab comedy an4 


stepping. 
danciag combo thaa the Spangiers does not exiat ia this, time.’ 











A more appealing 
BILI BOARD.” 
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Film Actors Don’t 
As Acts in 


Los Angeles, Feb 18. 
Advisability of taking on picture 


actors for vaude is proving quite a} 


problem to eastern circuits. They 
find it almost impossible to deal 
with the screen folk. The R-K-O 
office more than any other eastern 
booking office, has been and still is 
after picture names, but finds sal- 
aries so prohibitive there isn’t a 
chance to do business. 


The average picture name, when | 


here direct or by 
an agent, starts off with $3,000. 
Many ask more. That three grand 
price is getting to be a gag. Most 
of the insistent “three granders” 
get no more than $500 to $1,000 a 
week in pictures 

On the side of the picture actor's 
argument they mention’ being fa- 
miliar with the disappointments en- 
countered by some of the stars who 
have gone into vagide in the past. 
Some are willing to admit they have 
neither the experience nor ability 
to put on a desirable act and sug- 
gest that the same method as used 
by the studios in selecting a name 
should be used by vaude. 


As an example, it is felt that 
taking a name of pgtential box of- 
fice appeal, giving him or her a con- 
tract for 10 weeks or as many more 
as can be guaranteed by the book- 
ing office, which should take the 
responsibility of building an act for 
the name, would be a feasible plan 
and perhaps solution. It’s believed 
that the booking office would not 
be taking much of a gamble, as a 
elause in the contract covers an act 
flopping. 


approached out 


Ducking Worry 


In the opinion of showmen out 
here a picture actor asking $3,000 
for vaude, knowing of the pitfalls in 
getting a good act together, would 
take less than half that amount if 
assured of work and relieved of the 
worry connected with producing an 
act of his own. The big bugaboo 
of vaude to a picture star is when 
finding out about paying his own 
fares, baggage, members of the 
cast, commission and incidentals, 
besides the worry of producing the 
act. 


Another thing scaring the picture 
actor away from vaude is that any 
number of mediocre screen people 
have attempted and flopped in vaude 
and are now disgusted. They have 
spread unfavorable propaganda 
through the picture colony. Another 
factor they consider is the fadeaway 
ef two-a-day vaude. 

Many of them would still be will- 
fmg to play if vaude assured them 
assistance and guaranteed con- 
tracts. Otherwise the picture ac- 
tor figures it’s a waste of time, with 
chances scant of being successful 
fin vaude. 


No WB B’klyn Changes 


Appointment of Lewis Warner, 
son of Harry M. Warner, to the 
WB Flatbush plant does not inter- 
fere with the status of the produc- 
tion personnel there. Murray Roth 
continues as supervisor with Arthur 
Hurley and Edmund Joseph direct- 





ing those shorts not personally 
megaphoned by Roth. 
Shorts completed across. the}. 


bridge include: Orth and Codee, 
who have made over a dozen shorts 
for Warners; Kuznetzoff and Nicol- 
ina, sketch; “The No-Account,” 
With Josephine Hutchinson and 
Russell Hardy, and “Footnotes” with 
Paige Sisters and Oscar Grogan. 





Gus’ Pupils 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Gus Edwards refers to Vera Rey- 
nolds, Marguerite Livingston, Julia 
Faye, Albert Cook and Armida as 

y class.” He's coaching them on 
song delivery for particular num- 

rs in current taliers. 

Dudley Chambers, voice arranger, 
@nd his “Rounders,” radio quintet, 


@re associated with Fdwards in the 
School work. 





DANCING SHORTS 
Hollywood, Feb. 18, 

Norma Gould, local dance studio 

Operator, has made a deal with Tif- 

da y for the release of 12 two-reel 

nee subjects to be produced in 
®Solor. 

Subjects will be made at the Tif- 

Y studios, with classical dance 
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See Much Chance 
Present Vaudeville 


» 





ANNULMENT SUIT 


Jean Vernon Calls Partner-Hubby, 
Frank Cook, Bigamist 








That Jean Cook, known in vaude 
as Jean Vernon, will emerge victor 
in her annulment suit brought 
against Frank Robinsen Cook, to 
|whom she was married in 1918, was 
| indicated when the latter failed to 
make an appearance when the case 
came up for hearing before Referee 
John Proctor Clarke in New York. 
Miss Vernon was represenied by 
Attorney Julius Kendler. She insti- 
tuted her present action in Oct., 
1929. 

According to Miss Vernon's com- 
plaint, Cook was already married 
to another woman when he married 
her. The other woman’s name is 
gtven as Blanche Taylor, and mar- 
riage is alleged to have taken place 
in 1908. 

Cook and Miss Vernon had been 
in vaude together until last fall. 


Haley-McFadden 








A Speed Record 





} Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 
The next easiest thing to making 
a bet in Mexico is getting married. 


covered that Sunday (Feb. 16) at 
Agua Caliente where they start 
gambling before breakfast and any 
picture star is just another bettor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Haley were merged 
in two deals. The first was the 
license fill out time, 90 seconds, and 
the next the marriage ceremony, 
time 59 seconds. 


A search was made in that Mex- 
ican section for a rabbi to per- 
form the ceremony, for a publicity 
gag, but Sunday must be the day 
off for coast rabbis; none could be 
found. A Mexican justice of the 
peace, speaking native and with an 
interpreter, handled the services. 


All Mexico wants to know about 
people marrying there are whether 
they are living and if so how old, 
single or divorced, and where they 
live. 
to yourself. 


The interpreter, speaking for the 
justice after the ceremony held in 
the presidential suite of Caliente’s 
only hotel, said that the justice had 
already worked on three couples so 
far that day and couldn’t stand any 
more liquor. 

When the justice got started on 
the wedding shine he was a streak. 
The interpreter ig supposed to grunt 
at the crucial moments of the ad- 
dress, but he never reached the sec- 
ond grunt. Haley was six seconds 
behind in slipping the ring on his 
bride and four seconds after that 
he kissed her. By that time the 
bridegroom was third in line. 

If funerals are held at the same 
speed in Mexico, dying there must 
be a pleasure. 


Go Broke or Else 


A party of 18 people from screen 
and stage accompanied the newly- 
jweds to Caliente where you either 
\go broke or you’re under suspicion. 
'Leo Morrison was the advance 
‘agent, but went to tH® races instead, 
causing a delay of three hours. 
Everyone arrived and sober, but as 
the hour for the ceremony neared 
all the talk was over Mexican booze 
being the best on the continent. 

Jack Haley is from the musical 
comedy stage. He is out here to 
do the role he created in “Follow 
Thru.” In the talker version of 
the musical shortly to «be started 
iby Paramount, Haley is under a 
ithree-year optional contract with 
the first year, play or pay, at $2,250 








| weekly. Mrs. Haley also is from 
jmusical comedy and has been a 
minor producer of ensembie produc- 


| tions. 





MORRISON FLYING 





Dersonalities. 


arriving in New York Sunday. 


Jack Haley and Flo McFadden dis- | 


Anything-else you can keep. 








Wedding Hangs Up 














- RUTH LOCKWOO 


of LEAVITT and LOCKWOOD 
In “Hit-Bits of 1929” 


With Ted Eddy and Band, the 
Seven Hayden Gloria Girls, Babs | 
Day and Gattison Jones and Elsie 
Elliott. 

Now, Orpheum, St. Paul, Minn. 

Week Feb. 22, State-Lake, Chi- 
cago. 

Costumes by Saul Burger Modes, | 
Inc. 


Direction CHAS. H. ALLEN 








Exceptional Billing 


An unprecedented phrasing 
in a clause of an RKO artist 
contract issued to Harris and 
Radcliffe, colored act, calls for 
the team to be given “excep- 
tional billing.” 

The term was written in by 
George Godfrey, RKO eastern 
booker, who issued the agree- 
ment to the act, 

“Exceptional Billing” has 
never been previously heard of 
in connection with a playing 
contract. What it implies is 
not described. Headline, sec- 
ond or feature billing is the 
customary expression to de- 
note position in advertising 
and program. 

It is said that when Harris 
of the act mentions the “ex- 
ceptional billing’ agreement he 


holds, he displays the agree- 
ment when some doubt ap- 
pears amongst his listeners- 


in. 








Many Acts Already Going to 


Publix for Next Season Under 
Contracts Now Being Signed 





HAL SHERMAN’S TROUBLES: 


Vaude Comic’s Divorce Decree ‘eal 
Aside—Alimony Order | 
| 


Hal Sherman, now en tour with 
“Song Shop” Unit for Publix, must} 
pay his wife, Georgia, $75 weekly) 
temporary alimony dating from} 
Feb. 13. This is in addition to $1,-| 
1000 counsel fees to her lawyer 
David Haar. Order came from Ap- | 
pellate Division of the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court following an appeal | 
by Mrs. Sherman. Sherman's! 
divorce decree has been set aside. | 

Hal Sherman received a forma! | 
decree from his wife in 1928 by the | 
N. Y. Supreme Ccurt on statutory | 
grounds. The charges were con- 
tained in depositions taken from 
witnesses in London and Paris. 











Gaudsmiths in Court 
Over Children’s Custody 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 
Henry Gaudsmith, of the Gaud- 
smith Brothers, is fighting in court 


for the custody of his two children. 
He is estranged from his wife, 
Florence. 


Gaudsmith claims the children are 
being neglected, although he pays 
$50 monthly for their support. Mrs. 
Gaudsmith claims her husband 
wants the children to make them 
acrobats. She also demands an in- 
crease in alimony. Children are 
Kenneth, nine, and Adolph, six. 





Stillman in Act? 


Jack Stillman, nephew of James 
A. Stillman, banker and million- 
aire, who was to join “You Don’t 
Say So” (musical), is back in New 
York, the proposed debut going by 
the board. 

Stillman may join Ann Penning- 
ton’s vaude act. 





Moran and LeMaire 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
George Moran, formerly Moran 
and Mack, and William lLeMaire, 
formerly Gallagher and LeMaire, 
have teamed to do a blackface turn. 
Possibility Pathe may feature 
them in series of takking shorts. 





QUARTET IN WESTERN 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

Empire Comedy Four breaks into 
pictures, 

Quartet will be spotted in a two- 
reel western, “tough House Blues,” 
Pathe. 

Mildred Harris 
fermnme lead. 


is to have the 





JEWISH GUILD MEETING 


Open meeting of the Jewish The- 
atrical Guild will be held Feb. 23 at 


Charlie Morrison's return from his | three o'clock at the Bijoy theatre, 
first trip to the coast will be by air. | New York. 
He leaves Los Angeles Friday, 


George Jessell (second vice-pres- 


}ident) wil! preside. 


| playing Keith's, but has not decided | 





Mrs. Sherman in her plea to re- 
open the case denied the charges 
and claimed she had never been 
served in the suit. sefore Sherman 


jean effect a legal end to his marital 


affairs the court will have to hear 
testimony of the deposition writers 
personally. 


DUAL SONG ACT 
ANNOYS OTHERS 
ON SAME BILL 


Oakland, Feb. 18. 

Long culmfnating feud between 
Charles Derickson of Derickson and 
Brown, and one of the Digitanos,’ 
both on the local Orpheum bill last 
week, climaxed when Derickson had 
Digitano arrested for assault. Po- 
lice straightened out the battlers 
after getting a promise from both 
they would behave, at least during 
the week in town, 


Derickson, singer, and Brown, 
pianist, have been in jams with 
other acts before. Keith office has 
admonished the boys several times. 
Charles Freeman, Keith’s western 
booking chief, who is on the coast 
now, was advised that Derickson 
and Brown be removed from the bill 
as soon as possible, as all other acts 
on the layout express active dislike 
of the two and unless split up, fur- 
ther trouble may be anticipated, 

Freeman let the matter rest un- 
til seeing the boys personally. 











Agents Queried on A. C. 
Bookings—Crusade Result 


New York agents known to have 
placed girls directly or indirectly 
for jobs in Atlantic City cafes are 
under investigation by the office of 
U. S. Attorney Tuttle. Around 25 
are believed to have been ordered 
to appear for questioning during 
the past week as witnesses in the 
inquiry now going cn. 

Charges were made to the au- 
thorities that girls theatrically em- 
ployed at the New Jersey resort 
were devofed to other purposes 
after arrival. The Atlantic City 
case, started by the Hearst papers 
in a crusade against conditions al- 
leged to be existing in that city, 
had a purely local aspect until the 
white slave angle entered. So far 
none of the New York newspapers, 
other than Hearst’s and the A. C. 
locals, have taken editorial recog- 
nition of the matter, 

No serious charges have been 
lodged against any of the agents 
questioned, or none made public. 


Arthur’s Two-Reeler 


George 
reeler 


K. Arthur made a two- 
himself while in the east 


what to do with it. He returns 
to the west coast next Tuesday 
(Feb. 25) as a free-lance in pic- 
tures and may go in for shorts pro- 
duction in the future. 

Arthur's contract with M-G-M 
recently expired, has not been re- 
newed. On returning to Hollywood, 
Arthur will have completed 18 


weeks in Keith houses 


;amounts 


iwhen she ¢ 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 
Many vaudeville acts, mostly ree- 
ognized as standard, are now sign- 
ing contracts for next season with 


Publix. This information comes 
from acts playing in or passing 
ithrough this city. 

The turns are engaged without 


route or designation, receiving what 
to a blanket agreement. 


These bookings are being made 


jthrough the William Morris agency, 


mainly in New York. 

It is thought Publix is obtaining 
the acts with two objectives. One 
may be for the proposed vaudfilm 
circuit Publix expects to establish 
from its own houses for the new 
season opening in September next. 
The other would be for talking 
shorts for Publix at the Long Is- 
land studios, 


Vaudeville acts of the kind being 
signed by Publix are available for 
either purpose. They could be 
switched from theatre to studio, fill- 
ing in open time at either in this 
manner. 

Meager Info 


Information on the prospective 
vaude circuit by Publix is meager. 
It has been reported William Morris 
will be the final sayso in that mat- 
ter, selecting the Publix houses 
thought suitable for vaudeville, pro- 
graming the shows and routing the 
acts. 


The Morris agency is also doing 
most of the booking of acts for the 
Publix shows. . 


Around here no apprehension ap- 
pears to be felt by other vaude act 
consumers over the Publix engage- 
ments. Bookers say there are plenty 
of acts and will be despite those 
Publix will pre-sign. No one in 
this city has any idea of the mini- 
mum or maximum number of turns 
Publix will require for next season. 


$250 AUCTION OF BUCK 
AND BUBBLES CONTRACT 


Nat Nazarro’s contract with Buck 
and Bubbles, colored vaudeville 
team, was sold at referee’s auction 
to Jacob Markus, proprietor of the 
Hotel Stanley, New York, for $250. 
Contract runs until September, 1931. 


Nazarro’s bankruptcy proceedings 
have thus far proved disastrous, 
Creditors, among them Markus, al- 
lege hidden assets. A diamond pin 
and household furniture which, 
as a single man, Nazarro cannot 
hold against attachment, have been 
claimed by the trustee, Lewis H. 
Saper. The trustee also ordered the 
sale of the Buck and Bubbles con- 
tract, Nazarro’s most valuable asset. 

Nazarro’s claim that the act was 
owned by a relative was disallowed 
on grounds that transfer of title had 
been made but a short time before 
filing of bankruptcy. 

Nazarro owed the Hotel Stanley 
$1,100. He ha@ been sued for this 
amount, but had settled privately on 
a note basis calling for $50 monthly 
until liquidated. He defaulted in 
payments and later filed pleas of in- 
solvency. Markus retained Abra- 
ham M. Pariser to look into Nazar- 
ro’s assets. 

Purchase by Markus of the Buck 
and Bubbles contract does not affect 
the $1,100 debt still owipg the Hotel 
Stanley. 











Mardi Gras March 4 


New Orleans, Feb. 18, 
Mardi Gras occurs this year 
March 4. 

Town is all agog for the annual 
festivities, which will be brighter 
than ever, especially considering the 
| new lighting system just installed. 








} 

DRUGGIST’S HEADACHE 

Tiffin, O., Feb. 18. 

Irene Albert, New York show 

girl, has sued Harold L. Youman, 
l ggist, for $52,200 damages 


Loc al aru 


in comrnon pleas court for alleged 
| each of promise. 

Miss Albert charges that You- 

promised last July to marry 


her and now refuses to do so. She 


|} says that she first met him in 1927 
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ACK” OSTERMAN: ) STATES, COMPLIMENTED ME AS FOLLOW — 











LOEW'S 
STATE 


Barbelle . 








& _GLORIFY NG7.AM ERICK 


Tut PRESS IN LONDON (0CT.) AND UPON MY RETU " 






IN CLEVELAND>- ARCHIE BELL DECLARED- 
“JACK OSTERMAN Proves CONCLUSIVELY THAT He Is 
A ONE Man SHOW’ —WaMe DERMOT? JUST S41D- 
“OsTERMAN Gets STEADILY Better AND Proves 
To Be A Past Professor Ar THe Arr Or Wise— 
= CRACKING”? 


aIN KANSAS CiTx-"ACE'S 


FinisHED Down To Tuc VElty 
Wires A Smaart Line Of Patter Ar 
OF TALKING Ur A Sonc Untite Lr 
THe Bic Hit Or THe Day OST 
Toe Hit OF THE Bir-r-” 
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-IN LON DON=— 4.E.WI/LSON SA/D 


“THOR GUGHLY PLEASING Giimpre OF 
A VERY AGREEABLE PERSONALITY. ” 
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-and another for Mack Sennett at 


Sez Joe Laurie, Jr. 





If they ever held an Actor's Con- | 
vention it would be in some town 
where the actors can get a break 
by getting a room, even if it is 
their convention. 

The hall would be an exact replica 
of a stage, to give some of the ac- 
tors a chance to see what it looks 
like...All the different lines of the 
professi#n would be represented by 
a “talking delegate.” The hall would 
be decorated with old programs, 
cigaret indorsements, facial ads, 
make-up samples, shoes and cos- 
tumes worn by Booth, Barrett, 
Mansfield, and Jolson. There would 
be booths all around the hall sell- 
ing phamplets on “How to Act’... 
“Dancing in 5 Lessons”’...“Learn 
to Play the Piano”...“Back-bending 
for Presentations”...“Easy Way to 
Get on and Off the Stage,” etc. 

The convention would open by a 
prayep for a break. Then the con- 
vention would be called to order. 

\fonologists’ representative would | 
no doubt speak about the many | 
large theatres and how they are} 
hurting “my people.” 

Acrobats’ delegates would talk | 
(or try to) about opening and clos- 
ing shows and what effect it has 
on his nation. 

Leads would 
many lean parts, 

(Sharacter actors’ delegates would 
speak about the curse of the “type 
part” casti 

Dancer Sowa have an essay on 
bad orchestras and'‘concrete stages. 





speak about” too 


Single women would complain 
about piano players. 
Piano players would complain 


about the single women. 

Jazz bands would complain about 
the master of ceremonies. 

Master of ceremonies would com- 
plain about the dearth of gags. 


Quartets would complain about 
the lack of harmony. 

Doubles would complain about 
each other, and the spotlight. 

Sketch artist would complai: 
about the property man. 

Ex-film actors would complain 
about the talkers. 


Film actors would complain about 
the directors. 

Directors would complain about 
the authors. 

Authors would complain about 
Hollywood's methods. 

Singers would complain about 
sengs. 

Wire acts would complain about 


the stage hands. 
Two man acts 

about their tailor. 
Burlesque actor 

about business. 


would complain 


would complain 


Flash acts would deliver an ora- 
jtion on drops and all that they 
mean. 

Comedian would complain about 


the straight man. 
Straight man would 
about the comedian. 
Tent actors would complain about 
rain. 


complain 


Circus actors would complain | 
about odors. 

Colored actors would complain 
about the music not being fast 
enough. 


Juggler would welcome the oppor- 
tunity to speak about anything... 
as long as he could use the cigar, 
hat and cane, 

Animal act would read a 400 page 
essay on “Why the Railroads of the 
Country Should be Blown Up.” 

And the convention would be 
broken up by a manager walking 
in and announcing that he is « ast- 
ing for a show. 





LASKY’S “RED HEADS” 





AS PATHE SHORT 


Hallen’s Contract Suit 


Billy 





Alleging breach of contract, 


|; Hallen, vaude comic, has instituted 


| 


Holiywood, Feb. 18. 

Jesse Lasky’s old vaude acts, “The 
Red Heads” and “The Beauties,” 
will be made as shorts by Pathe. 
Rights were acquired by William 
Woolfenden, who owned part of the 
original acts. 

Both will be made in color with 
Frank Davis (Davis and Darnell) 
directing. 

Nat Carr, who played nine years 
with the “Red Heads,” has been 
engaged for his or rigint role. 


lsuit in 


latres for $3,600. 








Supreme Court against 
Lyons and Lyons and Loew The- 
Hallen is repre- 
sented by Attorney Nathan Hendon. 

Hallen charges L. & L. induced 
him to cancel a contemplated Aus- 
tralian tour in order to accept a 
contract with the agents for 25 
weeks of Loew time. Comic alleges 
that after playing only 17 weeks of 
the agreed 25 he was let out. 

In substantiation of his claim 
Hallen is exhibiting a decision of 
the Joint Complaint Board of the 


| Variety Managers’ Protective Ass'n, 


RKO Wants Oriental 


Detroit, Feb. 18. 

RKO is dickering with the bank- | 
ers for the Oriental, now being man- 
aged by Lew Kane. Circuit is of- 
fering $2,000 weekly rental for a 
long lease. Original rental of this 
vaude house was $3,300, and pres- 
ent rent $1,000. 

Chief obstacle in the deal is 
$50,000 in land taxes demanded by 
the bankers above net rental. 

Kane is showing a weekly profit 
with the Oriental, only downtown 
vaude spot. When he took the the- 
atre over it was operating at a loss. 
House is playing five acts, full week, 
booked by the Chicago RKO office. 





DOUBLING IN SHORTS 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Daphne Pollard is working in a 
series of short comedies for Pathe 


the same time. 
She alternates between the lots. 


LOUISE BROOKS FOR VAUDE 


Louise Brooks, American film 
player who recently returned from 








Germany after being featured in a | 
few pictures, is being offered by the 
M. S. Bentham office for vaude. 


Miss Brooks may use a sketch by 





Anita Loos titled “Why Gentlemen | 
Marry Brunettes.” 
BAKER TO CHI. 

After three weeks at the Palace, | 
New York, Phil Baker has been! 
booked for the Palace, Chicago. 

He opens there March 1. 

, } 
Jimmy Plunkett West 

Jimmy Plunkett, the Keith agent 

fully recovered from a long siege of | 


pneumonia, left New York for the 
Coast last week for a month’s rest. 

Mrs. Plunkett and the children 
accompanied. 


|} Vaude 


which rendered a verdict m his fa- 
vor last month. 


Seymour-DuFor Wedding 


Anna Seymour and Dennis DuFor 
are engaged to wed. That much is 
certain, but no date has been set 
for the ceremony. 

Miss Seymour recently divorced 
Henry Santrey, her first husband. 
DuFor, formerly a vaude actor, is 
now Sguenne. 


Extra Act for Coast 


To overcome weakness in the 
screen end, RKO’s Golden Gate, San 
Francisco, and Hillstreet, Los An- 
geles, will add an act to the present 
four-act bills starting Feb. 26. Both 
are playing the Keith western road 
shows. 

Screen deficiencies which the cir- 
cuit’s operating department will at- 
tempt to offset with increased 
vaudeville are due to the two op- 
posing Orpheum (also RKO) the- 
atres in both towns, playing the best 
films first or, exclusively. 

Los Angeles Keith office will book 
the extra acts. 








ALL-NEGRO SHORT 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Forbes Randolph and his Ken- 
tucky 


Tiffany for series of shorts. 
This is the first to be made 
all colored cast. ° 


with 


Harry Jolson’s Time 
Los Feb. 18 


his Englis 


Angeles, 
Harry J: prior to 
tour in England starting 
June, will probably work his 
| east over the RKO time. 


) 
Son, 








— 





HARRY CARROLL 
NOW AT R.-K.-O. PALACE, NEW | 
YORK. 
1931. 
‘What Do I Care?” 


Routed until 





F-M in Spokane 


Feb. 18. 

Marco makes its 
the American the- 
House will play the 


Spokane, 

Fanchon & 
debut here at 
atre Feb. 28. 
F-M units. 

Shows will operate on a six day 
week basis, Gertrude Huntington, 
formerly booking road attractions 
at the American, holding Thursdays 
until May 31 for outside road and 
musical attractions. 

An extended lease was taken on 
the theatre by R. A. Grombacher, 
one of the main indepermdent exhib- 
itors in the Northwest. 


RKO Saas Out 


Several additional RKO managers 
are out as a result of new appoint- 
ments. 

Cecil Miller has been succeeded 
by A. L. Haynie as manager of Sev- 
enth Street, Minneapolis; Edwin 
Mochary replaced by Louis Gold- 
berg at the Franklin, New York, and 
Andy Anderson is out with the ap- 
pointment of J. S. Powers as mana- 
ger of the State and Rivoli, New 
Brunswick, N. J. 

Harry Storin has been signed to 
manage the Victory, Providence, 
with Foster Lardner in the future 
to devote his entire time to the RKO 
Albee there. Owen M. Reddy, who 
was let out as manager of the Al- 
bee, has been in show business 39 
years. Mathew J. Reilley, out as 
manager of the Albee in Provi- 
dence, also is a veteran Keith em- 
ployee. 


Michons’ $1,000 

Michon Bros., who recently lost 
35 weeks of Keith time, due to a 
Shubert contract, will play vaude 
anyway. They open Feb. 22 at the 
Palace, Chicago, for $1,000. 

Michons were ordered. to cancel 
a few days before they were to have 
opened for Keith’s when the Shu- 
berts sent them into Ruth Selwyn’'s 
“9:15 Revue.” 








ATTEMPT TIE-UP RESTRAINT 
Chicago, Feb. 18. 


Because of its rule against pri- 
vate tieups for Station WGN talent 
booked in vaude, the “Chicago 
Tribune” requested RKO not to ex- 
ploit the Hungry Five, Trib radio 
act booked for the State-Lake, in 
a cafeteria chain. 

RKO publicity department decid- 





| 


Jubilee Singers engaged by 
' 


| by 
imonths, 


next | 
way 
a ' 


Negotiations are on for the pro-| 


fessional trip east with the 


RKO office 


ed that for the salary the Hungry 
Five is getting there must be extra 
exploitation, and went ahead with 
the stunt. 


RKO Takes Ft. Wayne Houses 
Ft. Wayne, Ind., Feb. 18. 

Final papers by which 
the Emboyd, Palace, Jefferson and 
Strand theatres passes from W. C. 
Quimby to the RKO interests 


been signed. Deal was closed Jan. 1. | 


xes involved, 


Quim- 


for two 


Total rentals, plus tz 
are approximately $4,000,000. 
has left for Florida 
and on hi 
tinue with the Allen 


* 
‘ 4» % } | 
heatres which he sti} 


and 


owns 


Colonial 


Timberg’s Film Route 
J.oew 


Hierman Timberg, playing 
vaude, switches to the 


ture houses starting Saturday 
(Feb. 22) at the Capitol, N. Y. Tim- 
i berg has made two shorts for Para- 
; 


j; mount in the east 


control of | 


have | 


2 return will con- | 


Loew pic-} 





'Warrant Out for Manager 
Who “Went to Detroit” | 


Grand Rapids, Ia., Feb. 18 
Warrant has been issued here for 
the arrest of Harry A. Lewis, man- 

ager and lessee of the Savoy the 
atre. He is wanted for issuing 
iworthless checks to the amount of | 
i$488. Lewis left the theatre one 
j|day last week telling George Day- 
iton, his assistant, that he was on 


‘his way to Detroit and would be 
iback the following day. He 
igone and Detroit police have been 
jasked to look for him. 


Lewis is widely known as a trap 
drummer. His wife, Rhea Wyman, 
and he were formerly teamed in 
vaudeville and later worked with a 
iband under name of Mitzie and Her 


Band. 


} 


theatre from 


banker, 


the 
local 


| Lewis jeased 
Charles Kelsey, 
;owns the house. 

| The theatre is closed, with stage 
j}hands, actors and other employees 


i minus most of last week's salaries. 





FAKERY AID 
FOR STAGE 


The mechanical age in theatricals 
is developing with such startling 
rapidity, along with the art of 
fakery, that nothing seems an im- 
possibility. Next offshot of sound 
may be the use of talker wiring in 
theatres to reproduce a song, instru- 
mental number, dancing, even dia- 
log, with the artist on the stage 
who’s supposed to be doing all this 
remaining dumb. 

Wiring may thus make sensations 
of sixth-rate performers in vaude, 
picture houses or anywhere else. All 
that the artist will have to do is 
learn the movements he should go 
through to be the big hit. 

Revelations and experiments in- 
dicating what can be done with wir- 
ing in and out of pictures already 
have showmen anticipating the day 
of puppet actors. Near perfection 
of fakery, stronger side-line of pic- 
tures than ever before, is bringing 
that day nearer, the prophets claim. 

An actor who has no voice at all 
can be placed on the stage to do a 
number. A record of that number, 
perhaps sung by a Caruso, is or- 
dered and run from the projection 
booth over the theatre’s wiring, with 
horns concealed on the stage neur 
where the artist will perform. It's 
simply a matter of “dubbing” for 
the stage. The artist’s Hip move- 
ments or even a very small, weak- 
ling voize accompanies, the talker 
reproduction doing the rest. 

It’s done in pictures. Why not in 
vaude or anywhere else, claim the 
showmen looking ahead. 

Publix has already gone for some 
of the faking stuff and is reported 
now dickering with a mechanical 
genius who is working on the theory 
of “wiring up” for anything by bor- 
rowing from the talker science, En- 
sembles in new Publix units are 
using faked banjos and harmonicas. 

Mechanical engineers in all fields 
are reported experimenting on all 
sorts of methods by which music, 
singing, dancing, everything, can be 
faked for the theatre. The way 
talkers are advancing with mechan- 
jies and technique is driving inven- 
tive minds toward applying the 





Feature by Theatres Over Country 


is still | 


who |} 


SEE WIRING AS 


n’ Andy’ Air 


oe ee 


Co. has 
al steps against 
throughout the 


National Broadcasting 
decided to take leg 
numerous theatres 


country, mainly in the east, using 
the NBC radio broadcasis of “Amos 
‘n’ Andy,” blackface team, as &@ 
regular part of their programs five 
nights a week. NB's legal depart- 
ment has-notified all the es known 
to be making use of the ether en- 
tertainment to desist. Charge is in- 
| fringement of copyright. 

Among theatre circuits ordered 
'by NBC to discontinue: Amos 
‘n’ Andy reception is RKO, joint 


Radio. In 
its blanket action against all al- 
| he ged offenders the NBC apparent- 
ly decided against discrimination. 


subsidiary with NBC of 





Motive behind NBC's ultimatum 
is reported to be an effort to pro- 
(tect theatres playing and paying 
|heavy for the blackface team in 
ithe flesh. “Amos ‘'n’ Andy” (Cor- 
rell and Gosden) just finished sev- 
| eral weeks for Publ it a salary 
lof $6,500. NBC Artists Bureau, 
which does the booking for the 
team, is reported negotiating with 
Publix for additional time. Publix 
outbid RKO (Keith's) for the at- 


traction and got it despite NBC's 
affiliation with the vaudeville cir- 
cuit. 


In this particular case is seen an 
»pattempt by NBC to stop piracy ef 
all broadcasts for commercial use, 
such as the use of “Amos 'n’ Andy” 
programs by theatres for box office 
purposes, 

The Amos 'n’ Andy theatre 
casts apparently started in Wash- 
ington. A manager noticéd a sud- 
den decided drop in average at- 
tendance around 7 p. m. regularly, 
at which time “Amos 'n’ Andy” az 
on the air for 15 minutes, paid for 
by a toothpaste concern. Decrease 
in attendance at that hour was 
traced directly to the radio team’s 
popularity. The theatre rigged wp 
sets and amplifying apparatus for 
its own use and billed the “Amos 
’n’ Andy” broadcast as “added at- 
traction.” Shortly thereafter nu- 
merous houses outside of New 
York City adopted the idea, 

RKO was said to be planning the 
theatre radio programs as a regu- 
lar policy for theatres in and out 
of New York when served with the 
notice of infringement. Several 
tie-ups with radio stores in New 
York had been arranged. 

“Amos ‘n’ Andy” are generally 
conceded to be the most popular 
radio act in the country today. 
Their weekly incomé when playing 
theatres in addition to broadcast- 
ing is said to be in the neighbor- 
hood of $12,000. 

Last fall the NBC paid $100,000 
to an independent station in Chi- 
cago, WMAQ, for the team’s con- 
tract. Previous to that the team 
had worked on the Chicago “Trib- 
une's” station WGN. At that time 
they were known on the air as 
“Sam ‘n’ Henry.” The boys started 
together in vaude under their own 
names, Correll and Gosden. 


Two Brodies Bring Vaude 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 18. 

Piccadilly (Publix) will play six- 
act bills booked through the Wil- 
liam Morris office, New York, com- 
mencing Feb. 27. 

House recently went straight pie- 
tures, following a brodie by a stage 
band policy. 


broad- 








OPENING CHANGE DOUBTFUL 


Loew’s may not switch back to 
Monday and Thursday openings,al- 
though the move was seriously con- 
sidered. C. C. Moscowitz, vice- 
president of Loew’s, admits there te 





: |some doubt now about switching 
|“*system” to everything else. What | from the Saturday and Wednesday 
has been possible in picture, it is | openings. 

maintained, ought to be possible in| Reports that Keith’< may also £0 
other fields and directions. |back to Mondays ayd Thursdays 
| The camera tnisses nothing, but | are untrue. Joseph Plunkett, general 
istill dubbing is freely done. | 


igetting down tna 
only 


such a fine point 
experts can detect the 
jfakery in many instances, 
lit’s in talking, singing, 
instrumental! n:aterial, 

Why not dub for the stage, argue 


| that 


| 


those who look to the future. It’s 
easier to cover up lip or other mweve- 
ments on a stage, with lighting, 
shadows, makeup, ete, to do the 


trick. Also, 


are no 


there 
pic- 


it’s pointed out, 
close-ups as in 
give things away. 


a 


camera 
tures t¢ 
Kerr and Effie West 
dissolved stage partnership 
only. 





| Donald 
have 


Split is professional 


It’s | 


whether | 
dancing or | 


theatre operator, Keith's wf 
|remaininthe Saturday and Wednes- 
|day change days for vaude and films 
eire change er 


Says 


lits 


| whether other 
not. 


| HUNTER-PERCIVAL’S BREAK 


| Frank Hunter and Mae Percival 
landed 6 weeks” consecutive work 
| with Fanchon & Marco's “Water- 
imelon Blues,” although not orig- 
inally slated to go with the unit. 
When the unit reached Foxr’s 
| Brooklyn Hunter and Percival were 
added for the week only. F. & M. 
‘office then retained the duo with @ 


ontract for 36 weeks 
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ILL AND INJURED 


A request is made by the N.V.A. 
execs for friends to either visit or 
write letters to the following con- 
fined in N.V.A. wards on the sixth 
amd seventh floors of the French 
hospital in New York; Connie |[nwood (pictures), New York, dan- 
Mitchell, Richard Cook, Harry Bart- |gerously ill of pneumonia following 
lett, Freda Brilliant, Mildred Leslie lan operation for appendicitis. He’s 
Fisher, Olga Filinin and Mrs. Jack |jin 
Anthony. 





Nice to Paris for an appendicitis 
operation, 

Zinaida Nicolina (WABC), sing- 
er, injured in a fall as she was step- 
ping frony a New York taxi cab. 


Richard Betsch, manager, Loew’s 


-olyclinic hospital. 





Margaret Mansfield, stock actress, 

7 r " ~y i7 ‘ . a , 

Father of Max de Vaucorbeil, | in Naples, Italy, recovering from @ 
Gaumont exec in Paris, taken from | serious illness. 

an =—— | Alice Weaver is undergoing treat- 








| ment in Joint Disease hospital, New 
i York. 
Sanders or- 


Carltoon Coon (Coon 
rs 


chestra) operated on in Chicago tor 


j 


appendicitis. 

McCormack, daughter 
operated on 
appendicitis Feb. 16 in New 


i Gwendolyn 
lof John McCormack, 


|for 


lYork. Sailing for Ireland has been 
| postponed. 

To remove pressure on a facial 
|/nerve, Sophie Tucker had two teeth 
lextracted in an operation at the 
|Tllinois Masonic hospital. She was 


| forced to leave the bill at the Mar- 
| bro a day after opening. 

Mulroy, McNeese and Ridge 
|withdrew from the Capitol, Chicago, 
bill when Miss McNeese tore a lig- 
ament in her leg. 

Charles McDonald (RKO _ divi- 
sional manager) suffering from a 
cataract on the right eye. 

Roger Bauer (WOR announcer) 
severely injured in an auto accident 
Monday and removed to Harlem 
hospital, N. Y. Condition not serious. 





PICKARD 
and PAL 


Be Sure of This 
Name When Booking 





THEY LAUGH, 
SO 
WILL YOU 


Open for Foreign Booking 


NEW ACTS 


Emmett Guilfoyle, Howard Moris- 
sey and Edna Northland (Northland 
and Ward). 

Larry Rich and Co. in new act 








R-K-O which includes the Keeler sisters. 
HARRY ROMM Holman and Holman, new sketch 
Productions by Ellis O. Jones. 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


Picture Houses 
LYONS & LYONS 


Jules Sananoff, recently split from 
Cliff O’Rourke, now has George Lee 
in the act. 











Eddie Resnick, agent, who recent- 
ly moved into the Charlie Bierbauer 
(Keith) agency, New York, has 
moved again, this time to the legit 
field with the Harry Bestry office. 








ENOS 


FRAZERE 


“Acme of Finesse” 
THIS WEEK (FEB. 8) Jack M. Lewis, former Chicago 
81st and Franklin, New York agent who recently came east to 


Managers go with Arthur Horwitz, has 
LEWIS MOSELY & LEE STEWART switched to’Sam Shannon. 
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HE’S DIFFERENT 


BOB ROBISON 


“Vaudeville’s Master Salesman’’ 


PLAYING LOEW’S NEW YORK THEATRES 
Direction NORTH & FLAUM 








IATSE Heads West 
Only 10% Idle Out There 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 

Wm. F. Canavan and Dick Green, 
heads of the IATSE, are here from 
New York. Canavan, president of 
the Alliance, is out to review trade 
conditions on the Coast and also to 
select a site for the IA convention 
here this summer. 





This will be the first meeting of 
the stage hands to be held away 
from the east in 17 years. 

Local stage union reports em- 
ployment conditions for its members 
to be better at this time than dur- 
ing the past two years. Out of a 
membership total of 400 only 42 are 
idle at present, or 10%. 

Union's jurisdictory territory takes 
in from Whittier to Ventura and 
Long Beach to Monrovia, practically 
all of L. A. county, with about 400 
theatres in that area. 


“B’WAY VENUSES” UNIT 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Mel! Klee will head the unit com- 
posed of N. Y. “Graphic” contest 
winners, which begins a Fanchon 
& Marco route at the Colorado, 
Pasadena, Feb. 20. 


The idea will be known as “Broad- 
way Venuses.” 


HODGDON’S SCHEDULE OFF 


Jack Hodgdon’s schedule assign- 
ing 10 minutes daily to each agent 
has been discontinued. 

Short trial on the Kelth booking 
floor showed it to be unfair for 
agents whose submitting time ar- 
rived late im the day. 





Dowling’s Travels 


Starting this week, Eddie Dow- 
ling will make personal appearances 
with Sono-Art’s “Blaze o’ Glory,” 
in which he is featured. He is 
scheduled to appear in eight cities 
simultaneously with the picture ufi- 
til April 5. 


Dowling opened in Boston this 
week, after which he plays Phila- 
delphia, Newark, Jersey City, In- 
dianapolis, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, 
and Washington, D. C. 





Summer Vaude Stand 


Keith’s vaudeville resumes at the 
Tilyou, Coney Island, April 1, after 
the usual winter layoff. Bills will 
be five acts wide on a split. 


Tilyou plays its vaudeville in the 
summer and straight films over the 
winter. It’s a summer resort io- 
cation. 





Fox is about to open the Park, 
Brooklyn; Ozone Park, Ozone Park, 
Long Island, and the Rockland the- 











atre, Nyack, N. Yi 





























RADIO.- 
KEITH-ORPHEUM 
CIRLUIT OF THEATRES 
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General Booking Offices 
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1560 Broadway 
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R-K-0 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


Producers and Distributors of 


RADIO | 
PICTURES 


Launching an Era 
of Electrical 
Entertainment 


1560 Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 




















PHILLY AGENTS NEGLECTED 

Another house in Philadelphia is 
trying a vaudfiim policy and going 
to a New York agent for the shows, 
leaving Philly booking offices out 
in the cold. Frankfort theatre, own- 
ed by William Friehoffer, who re- 
cently tried vaude in the Tower, 
gets its first five-act bill Monday 
(24) from Arthur Fisher. 

House has had musical comedy 
stock for over two years. 





Lincoln Theatre Fire 
Lincoln, Iil., Feb. 18. 

The Lincoln theatre, 1,000-seat 
house opened seven years ago, suf- 
fered more than $75,000 damage in 
an explosion and fire, Feb. 14, at 
2:30 a. m. Steve Bennis, manager, 
and one of the principal stockhold- 
ers, said the building would be re- 
paired and reopened at once. 

A $15,000 pipé organ, sound ap- 
paratus and stage settings were de- 
stroyed. Bennis, overcome in the 
building, was rescued. He had at- 
tempted to save valuables in his 
office 


Apollon Quits “International” 


Dave Apollon in a mutual agree- 
ment with Lew Leslie left the ‘“In- 
ternational Revue” Saturday night 
in Newark. 

Apollon is signed to play at least 
eight weeks in and around New 
York for the Loew offices, starting 
March 7. Several Fox dates will be 
played prior to that time. 





Alma Ruben’s Opener 


Alma Rubens is tentatively slated 
to open next Wednesday (26) at the 
Madison, Brooklyn, for Keith. 

A sketch is being sought to be 
topped by an encore of songs and 
uke accompaniment, 





= 


Judgments 


Fox Film Corp.; Trust Ce. ef New 
Jersey; $127,946.09. 
x Columbia Phono- 
Inc.; 
Pic 


ames Orare, Inc.; 
graph Co., $7,366.10. 
hart tures, Inc., and Henry 

Sonenshine; International Madison Banx 
and Trust Co.; $9,247.90. 
od Theatres Corp.; M. J. Hughes; 
Solomea Hurok; Bryant Park Bulld- 
ings, Inc.; $674.20. 
aa Gest; Sackett-Wilhelms 
2,007. 

Morris Gest; 
32,329. 


Corp. ; 


Sackett-Wilhelms Corp.; 





Belle Montrose and her pariner 
husband, Reynolds, have split. Miss 
Montrose is now teamed with Don 
Roberts in same act on tour in the 
Publix unit, “Modes and Models.” 
Separation solely professional. 
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EXECUTIVE 


AGE 36 AT LIBERTY 


Past Experience as 
Manager and District Manager 
of Vaudeville and Picture 

Theatres 


Also 
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Booking 


Vaudeville and 
Road Attractions 


Present Residing in New York 
City. Will Go Anywhere 
Address Box 148, Variety, New York 








DANCERS 


Set adagio trios and toe dancers 
communicate with me. I will be 
at the Palace in Chic&#go all next 
week (Feb. 22d). 


ESCO LA RUE 
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GENERAL 


BOOKING 







Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 
General Executive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 
ANN E X 


160 WEST 46"ST- 
BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 





MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


een samme a 
CHICAGO OFFIOE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 




















MANAGER 


MANAGER 











Thanx: 





Musical Acrobatic - 
Cc d s 
eae b illy m ” 


AL GROSSMAN 


:- Comedy Rythmic 
Harmony 
greene of Films 




















Week (Feb. 15) 


ANN PENNINGTON 


An Expression of Grateful Appreciation to 
JACK PETTIS and His Boys for Their Marvelous 


Co-operation At R-K-O Palace, New York, This 
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Dumping Into RKO Western Houses INCORPORATIONS —Comerford’s 53 Wks. May Keith's Act Settlement 


Holding Corporation, . B k | y 
son ole matte heatene, rantty, tice. | Be Added to Keith 00 S Final settlement of around 50% 


es no par value Ella Herrmann, 


. * 2 ‘ ; : 
0 own 00 B ‘bara T. Endlich, C therine J. Davis of Max Haves’ reported $8,000 claim 
g g pree in as Filed by James E. O’Kane, 3:0 Madi- ae has been made by Keith’s on the 


son avenue, New York, | Vaudeville time amounting to | preducer’s “Doin Things” unit. 
« Williard Synchronized Advertising Co.) spout five and a half weeks will be This is one of the cash settlements 
+ Inc., New York, sovud reproduction ee ae } h’s in 2i f plaving ‘ 
equipment, 200 shares, no par value;|added to the Keith books if two |) Keith's in leu of playing ma- 
. . - ‘ p> ' . + . + To » | | sre 
Chicago, Feb. 18 F. & M. Unit’s Chi Date Pb ony L, Bergman, John oo Soe |deals now pending go through, Ne- terial with which the books were 
4 7 . Sidney B. Freeman. Filed by Stanley | "eae nt aaded bv > late ©-mi 
RKO is again unloading expensive Chicago, Feb. 18. B. Ecker, 1 Park avenue, New York. Sue aaaes are reported partly closed fone + aded by wl ye wh — 
. . . P . . } Amusement Corporation, Kings, | for acquisition by the booking office oOoKINE reginie Total amoun o be 
. 3; weste it P cuit Charles Hog: as booked the Gordon pee 4 : ’ 7 : ca ae 
a oe ween eee Sven See vee operate theatres, moving pictures, $15,- 1 of the six Amalgamated-booked | paid off by Keith's is around $200,- 





























Binghamton Providence Doin i é ur 


Wilkes-Barre and Scranton, ind |; rent weer n Akron, O 


Canadialr 


labshelow ada nore in a Week a picture 








now that the string is showing a|Fanchon & Marco “Black and Gold’’| 000; Frank Jones, Anna Jones, | Tina jaa Ith mY 000 
. : . i . . y owns “lod . lexa jar floc! 295 4 mer mre tr atres n (tnaca si 
rearly profit of $800,000, instead of | unit for week of Feb. 21 at the . it Alexander f i, , oF . eee : : 
yea p if New Y I 
2 = “ cu A | Broadway, ork. mir . 
an $800,000 loss, as was the case | Avalon. Lohmuller & Amery, Inc., Manhattan 
two years ago. First time for an F. & M. unit in| operate theatres, moving pictures, $250,- | * ; , oa 
a i t t National Plavhouse theatre 000 Bernard Lohmuller, Curtis W.|Canadian Paramount's pair in To- 
This dumping of eastern acts on | +¥@tton: tay us flee . / Emery. Lyman Hess Filed by Lyman] ,..5; : } , . 
: ronto and Hamilton Au on irst Holdover 
western time is one of the conse- ar Hess, 551 Fifth avenue New York 7 . eo ; : , udub s F . 
-es of lax booking methods in Techno Distributors, Inc., New York, Jack Arthur and Morris Stein of For the first time in its history 
quence: ) ad JOKING e€ 0d5 Hunting Not Returning | deal in motion projection machines, 100), "T ft f Y y ’ - hala 
¥ 7 . : . . i l oncer!l i ror oO! o ¢ rye ) \ ei rv » 
: New York, rece ntly stopped, but _ “ 3 shares no par value Godfrey J. Jaffe he a neern left or home I x Audu ” New Yor 1 OVET 
with the acts still to be taken care Reports that Hunting and Francis/| Apraham Shab tz, I Schwart: vesterday (Tuesday) after a two for 7 t 
f ie are plotting a vaudeville come-back | Filed A. eo y J. Jaffe, 1440 Broad-| gay shopping tour for a booker in Sunnyside Up” (Fox) ind its 
ol. | . or2 pas pte nawyp | Way, [ew ork Pees e Y , ’ . P : . 
New York office contracted for | were wrong. They’ve been away Momart Amusement Corporation, Man | Ne w York, w iting ut definitely clos vaude lineup 
’ more than $500,000 in acts. To clear | fr three years and are staying| hattan, operate theatres, moving pic-/ ing a deal. Edward Milne, eastern 
z < « 2 Se < F aiid turee 5 ano0.- ohn y Springer Cora Pant 3s manneer ie still heokins —— 7 a —— 
the books of this stuff, the circuit away. A. Springer, Grace C. Springer. Filed pore ag a H = It = ' - peasy: 
has revived the tactics which two Tony Hunting has been operating bs _— & Connelly, 28 W. 44th street, | oe ae ae amiiton, but IS ON NO- | house, however, if taking Keith 
in a In lar >< . * y ew ork ice, j “ nas : » Er 
years ago ruined its western divi- the Palace theatre, Red Bank, N Itney Molding Corporation, Manhattan, | ; vaudeville, will not use the RKO 
sion J.. which he owns, since retiring. ; operate theatres, restaurant, 200 shares} When New York booking connec- | billing. 
' . ican the . : are no par value; William Wynne, Henryjtjons are made the two Canadian Sho ; tho ot ‘ a] 
Although they Know that compar- — -| Horn, William’ Richter. Filed by Gilbert | 5... both named Pantages ei 8 ee 
| atively few eastern acts are adapt- S. Rosenthal, 291 Broa@way, New York. | aramounts, oth name antases, |through, Arthur and Stein may pick 
able and wanted on western time, |and $1,500, leaving them little for Mder ~ > a ae, \e ae. | undergo name changes. one of the New York indies for a 
" : tan dea in musica proc ns lays : . » . . , : . 
the eastern bookers have begun to | the rest of their show. land otion pictures, 100 shares no par Mike Shea paved the way for | booker Comerford angle is due to 
pile them on these houses without Many houses in the western divi lf David J. Hyman Ruth Cuba, |Keith’s by agreeing to permit en be settled latter part of this week 
. — y ¢ ‘ echter File« rv Cha es Se » . " 4 } . } 1 ‘ Pv 
any regard for normal budgets. |sion which normally would show a oi = : pts yl trance of Keith vaudeville into an Closing of the dea vy Keith's for 
i Many western houses which are | profit of $500 to $1,000 weekly will The Cinema Guild. Inc... New York, |other Toronto theatre besides i the six (Cr erford hous« we a 
limited to $1,800 and $2,000 a week | lose money as a result of this allo- | ope! > eae Boy Pi a Elkeies, Boh | |Hippodrome. Canadian Paramount | wipe out the Amalgamated office, 
; ‘ . 000 ) tay oyer, Percy hikeies, fre | 
for their bills are not being con- |cation of acts and assessments c FH. Sthader. Filed by Leuls P. | 
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Rubin, Filed by Schlesinger & Schles- 
inger, 17 East 42d street, New York, 
Radiant Home Movies, Inc., Kings, 
operate theatres, moving pictures, 200 
Jamestown, operate theatre, motion pic- 
|} tures, $100,000; J. Clark Brown, Stowell 
office, 62 West 47th street, New York; 
George 8. Krieger, president; 2,000 
stock, $5,000. Incorporators: D. F., A A 
and C. L. Wilgon, all of Sayre. 


e! 
sulted, but are booked with single | against them if the practice isn’t tanaet, s500 Breakway, ew Fork. — 
re ' American econo, ne. Manhattan 
acts out of the deadwood at $1,000 | stopped. deal in citematostaphic’ @imsa, 6.606 
Napperson Enterprises, Ine., Kings, 
general theatre business, motion pictures, 
$10,000; Irene Rappaport, Rae Green- 
berg, Charles Dawidson. Filed by Fein- 
|shares no par value; George B. Sulli- 
; van, Charlotte M. Form, Alice F. Mc- 
Keon. Filed by Edmund F, Lamb, 44 
Beaver street, Albany. 
B. Brown, Maude B. Story. Filed by 
Wright & Fletcher, Fenton Bldg., James- 
town. 
Berdon Players, Inc., Manhattan, op- 
shares no par value. Filed by Larkin, 
Rathbone & Perry, 70 Broadway, New 
York City. 
Filmtone Corporation, Del., moving 
Maine 
FEA | RED ( OMEDIAN Deering Theatres, Inc., Portiand. Pres- 
rE ident, N. M. Kent; treasurer, Leon F. 
i Gorman; clerk, John W. Hill, all of 
Portland. Purpose, to conduct enter- 
i WITH tainment business. 


} shares Marion V. Nolan, Margaret L., 
. Xelleher, Ethel I. Lindsay. | 
Komp Film laboratories, Inc., Man- 
hattan, motion picture business, $300,- 
000; George C. Dobbs, Chester D. Coram, 
Betty Kaplan. Filed by Albert P. Woll- | 
berg & Feinberg, 145 West 45th street, 
J. M. Wall Machine Company, Ince., 
erate theatres, moving pictures, 100 
picture industry; New York office, 6th 

7 + , 

Maustom, Wis.—$25,000. Owner, A. A. featured comedienne with E. K. Nadel’s 

Paramount star has been on Keith's Phone ENDICOTT 6900 


} 
New York 
| Syracuse, operate theatres, motion plic- 
shares no par value; Jennie A. Katz, 
and Washington avenue, Long Island 
Bloomington, . Ind.— (Harris Grand, 
| Sussychi. Architect, J. E. Nason. Site | 
: : “cc 4 b 4 %? 
Happiness Girls 
for two months. 
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heim, 42 Broadway, New York, 
O E 
Talking Pictures Merchandising Corpo- VERSATILE c MEDIENN 
ture, 100 shares no par value; Brice R. 
Mary Tartaglia, Charles Rush, Filed by 
City, N. Y¥.; Edward McDougall, prest- 
alt.) $35,000. 22 N. Walnut st. Own- 
(NEW YORK) 
and policy not given. 


Studio of Sister Arts, Inc., Long Beach, 
| ration, Manhattan, operate theatres, mov- } 
ing pictures, 100 shares no par value; SINGS AND DANCES 
Tuttie, Lee Cotton, Edward M, de Cas 
Charles Rush, 141 Broadway, New York. 
dent: 50,000 shares no par value. Filed 
er, Publix Theatre, Mrs. H. C. Bram- 
Monessen, Pa.—Also office bldg. Don- 
ner ave Owner, Harris Bros. Amuse- . 
ment Co. Architects, Geisler and | Of I d f 
e s aithyman. ers nvuite or 





offer ways to perform, singing, acting, 
dancing, 100 shares no par value; Sara 
| Goldberg Lillian Greenberger, Julius 
Morton Peyser, Milton H. Goldson, Ce- 
|} celia Goldsmith. Filed by Bertram L. 
Marks, 8 West 40th street, New York. 
tro. Filed by Smith & Tuttle, 61 Wall 
street, New York, 
Jamestown Koosevelt Theatres, Inc., 
Statement, Designation 
Visionola Mfg. Corp., Del., deal in 
talking pictures of all kinds; New York 
by Richard C. Storey, 53 State street, 
Boston, Mass. © : 
Dissolution 
Faversham Plays, Ine., New York. 
| Filed by William Klein, 1440 Broadway, 
New York City. 
Oklahoma 
| “Madill Business Men's Club, Madill, 
| Okla.; capital, none. Incorporators: Jack 
jlalock, H. P. Keller and Harlan Sulli- 
van. 
Kecreation Club, Sayre, Okla.; capital 
berger, mgr. 
Defiiance, O.—(M. P.) Owner, De- 
flance Amusement So. Site and archi- 
“Newcastle, Ind.—$600,000. Also hotel. 
ocemenmany, Sat 0et.tee, Ave bo PRODUCTIONS MOTION PICTURE: ». 
| McGuire & Shook. | 


tect not disclosed. 
Harvey, W).—(Fire rebid. 15411 Cen- 
a a || Oberlin, O.—Main st. Owner, with- | VAUDEVILLE PRESENTATIONS 
R-K-O Direction j held, care J. Steel. Policy not given. 
CHAS. H. ALLEN | Nine additional weeks above time | Address 


ter ave. Owner, W. L. Voss. Architect || Just closed a successful two-year engagement as i 
originally laid out have been set for | WILLARD HOTEL, 254 West 76th St., New York 


not selected. 
M S BENTHAM OFFICE Esther Ralston’s dance act. Former 
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THE FAMOUS 


MON G E TROUPE 


THE WORLD’S SENSATIONAL ACROBATS 
BOOKED SOLID R.-K.-O. SEASON 1930 Direction BILLY JACKSON 
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Legion's Fight Club on Coast Is 
Country : Steadiest Money Maker 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 
With opening of the new 
Eastside Auditorium, 7,000 « 
L. A. now has a fight club 
very night in the week except Sun- 


Holly- | 
| 
| 


the 
apacity, 


ope! iting 


Of the six local clubs, the 
Legion Stadium is the 
money. Rest are all 
The Legion is unusual 
clubs as it selis 
served seats by the 
ed $80,000 annually for the past 
five Tom Gallery, 
and matchmaker, stepped into the 
job of running the club without 
experience in promotion. Previous- 
lv he had been a picture 
day the Legion’s is the most 
sistent money-maker of the country 
in the way of fight clubs. 

The Olympic, operated 
Doyle, has been in the red 
years. In the last six 
broken even and shows 
of making money. With a capacity 
of 16,000 it has had about three 
sellouts since opening. 

All the other clubs are neighbor- 
hood affairs with a capacity of from 
3,000 to 4,500. They make enough 
money to pay salaries with nothing 
left over. There are also about six 


wood only 
making 
red. 

in fight 


one 
in the 
~ re 

4 | 


vear, has clear 


| 
years. manager 


actor. To- 


con- 





by Jack 
for four | 
months it 


has signs 


bootleg clubs operating as ama- 
teur outfits. They grab what little 
is left over after the legit clubs 


get theirs. 


INDOOR GOLF COURSES 
DRAW BIG AND HEAVY 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

With a score of miniature golf 
courses spotted all over, one course 
in the heart of Hollywood's busi- 
ness section yielded a gross of 
$1,800 for the week. 

This course opened three months 
ago as an experiment until requests 
for night playing forced the opera- 
tor to install lights. Now games 
can be played here as late as 2 
a. m., with plenty of customers 
dropping in after the theatre to 
practice for the big game in the 
following morning. 











Prices are 25c. day and 50c. night. 








Chi. Bike Grind Flop 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

Dismal flop here of the bike races 
that closed Feb. 15 is another 
enigma for the Chicago Stadium. 

Average daily gross was under 
$5,000, with some nights slipping as 
low as $2,000. Final desperate ef- 
fort of giving away free tickets 
backstage at theatres also flopped. 
John Chapman talked it over with 
Charles Hall and may open at the 
Coliseum for next race. 





Selznick’s 2nd Acquittal 


Cleveland, Feb. 18. 

Phil Selznick, night club operator, 
last week was acquitted of liquor 
conspiracy charges of every local 
sheet. 

Selznick claimed a frame-up dur- 
ing the trial when federal men tes- 
tified that they, along with girl 
friends, bought liquor and openly 
drank it at his Marigold Gardens 
roadhouse. 

It was the big shot’s second trial, 
the first one Oct. 29 ending in a 
disagreement, Jury’s verdict, 8 to 
4 for acquittal, was surprise to both 
spectators and judge. Latter dis- 
missed jury from all further serv- 
ice, the first dismissal in a federal 


court in the last five years. 





Lake’s Hotel Raided 


Washington, Feb. 18. 
Jimmie Lake’s Commercial hotel 
\_4s raided here Saturday and po- 
lice claim complete gambling out- 


fits were found behind doors a foot 
thick which had to be battered 
down. Several arrests were made. 


Lake in addition to his hotel man- 
ages the Mutual burlesque house. 





Schenec. Burlesque Out 
Scnenectady, Feb. 15. 
The burlesque season has closed 
at the Wedgeway theatre and the 
house will be transformed into a 
tirst-run picture hcuse. 
Guy Graves, associate manager 


and’ secretary of the Farash Thea- 
tre Corp., announced RCA photo- 


| sible 





"ROTATING PRINCIPALS 


ONLY, WHEEL PROPOSAL 


ot actors and 


producers in 


me burlesque field as the wheel 
season is about to close is that 
| Mutual's next season will call for 
dventt changes 
Numerous ideas have been ad- 
vanced to the wheel heads and 
some are said to have made an 


impression 
One suggestion 
whereby the 
tionary and 
travel. Thex 
their own 
ply the 
or eight principals 
vaudeville act. 


traveling stage 


aims at a policy 

remains sta- 
the principals 
would maintain 
choruses and sup- 

while the seven 
travel as a 
Slimination of three 
hands, railroad fares 
and transportation expenses in gen- 
eral, With cheaper chorus buys pos- 
under the stock are 
the economical features of this pol- 
icy which was used for a time on 
the old American wheel. 

The strip, which supplanted the 
cooch as the punch of practically 
all burlesque leading women, is def- 
initely through. Audience response 
has been sadly off lately. 

With the stripping on the skids 
recently the comedians of burlesque 
have received their first chance at 
gaining prominence, but general 
failure hints there is something rad- 
ically wrong in that quarter. Al- 
most unanimous thought is that the 
comics cannot be funny for $75 a 
week and will not until a way is 
found to raise the ante. 


chorus 

only 
itres 

stock 


scenery 


system 


Salaries paid burlesque feature 
people this season would daze any- 
one. In this day of huge salaries in 
other branches of show business, 
the highest sum mentioned in a 
Mutual contract this year is $225. 
Contracts for that amount were is- 
sued to two well known comedians, 
both conceded to have a following 
in the wheel towns—and neither 
of them got it. Cuts imposed on 
almost all wheel people reduced the 
two salary toppers’ weekly figure 
to an average of around $175. 





Hurtig Enters Bayonne 
With Rotating Stock 


has taken over the 
Opera House, Bayonne, N. J., for 
stock burlesque, with new policy 
going in next week. Hurtig, for- 
merly operating the American, New 
York, vamped the latter spot to in- 
stall burlesque at the Playhouse, 
Passaic, N. J. 

Acquisition of the Bayonne house 
is the second stand in a proposed 
chain of rotary stock burlesque in 
New Jersey. The Hurtig interests 


Joe Hurtig 


are negotiating for the Majestic, 
Jersey City, for similar policy. 





Comics in Relays 


Steve Mills, who was with the 
Shuberts and replaced Jack Pearl 
in “Pleasure Bound,” opened § Satur- 
day with the City, N. Y., burlesque 
stock as principal comic. 

The deal was engineered by Ike 


Weber. With Mills going there the 
house will work two comic leads, 


the other being Sam Raynor, who 
was also under Shubert contract 
until recently. 

Mills 
Frances 
week. 


George Carroll. 
joined last 


supplanted 
Naomi also 





Mutual Closings 


“Dimpled Darlings” Sat- 
urday night in Cincinnati. Part 
of the Co. went to the Garrick, St. 
Louis (stock), and the remainder 
journeying to Temple, Albany, N. 
Y., for stock engagements. 

“The Tempters” closed in Boston 
Saturday with several of the Mu- 
tual show getting stock placements 
by wire from N. Y. casters 


closed 


June 1 at Columbia 
Walter Reade's 
New York Columbia 
building at 47th street and ith av- 
enue will start June 1. General order 
to move on that date has been given 


remodeling of the 
theatre and 


to tenants, with information they 
can return Sept. 1. 
R-K-O steps inte the theatre in 





pyone equipment is being installed. 
. 


the fall after the cleaning. 


| ROSENBLOOM OVER ACE 
BY A GOODLY MARGIN 


By JACK PULASKI 
New York's light heavyweight 
boxing marvel, Maxie Rosenbloom, 
left-hooked his way to a clear win 
;from Ace Hudkins at 





the Garden 


seventh round on he was infuriated 
at his inability to land on the elusive 
and always punching Rosenbloom. 
He talked to Maxie, calling him 
names, while Rosie would pepper 
him with both hands and none too 
gently. Hudkins tried to counter 
with those funny half circle punches 
that never landed. 
Max’s Elusive Chin 

There was a time when Rosen-| 
and K. O. Phil Kaplan used 
to fight a round-robin. Phil was 
a hard socker and wished he could 
get a clean sock to Maxie’s chin, 
but never could. Everytime he 
would get set to shoot a haymaker 
across, pop would come Maxie’s left 
hook, smack on the mouth or nose, 
with the result that Kaplan was 
tilted off balance. Hudkins did 
manage to land his right a couple 
of times to Maxie’s map but without 
damage, 

It was the first showing in New 
York for Ace for a year or so. The 
boxing solons never liked his style 
and said so. No doubt about Hud- 
kins being a tough baby. He land- 
ed low at least twice and was warn- 
ed for “heeling” half a dozen times. 
Hudkins abandoned his crouch ex- 
cept when in close quarters when 
he would plant his head on Rosen- 
bloom’s chest and flail away. Maxie 
would bob his head from side to 
side, sometimes pushing away Ace’s 
left mitt which seemed to grasp 
him by the throat. It could have 
led to thumbing. Maxie paid no 
attention to Ace’s taps to the kid- 
neys while infighting. Often he 


bloom 


| dian 
| lates” 
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BURLESQUE REVIEWS 





APOLLO 


(STOCK AND MUTUAL) 


That many a private stag has 
been nailed for no more is no deter- 
rent to this Harlem stand for Mu- 
tuals. For the dirtiest stage show in 





Friday night before a capacity | town the top is $1.65, as high as the 
downtown Columbia’s, with the 
house. Not only that, but he slap-!| show here probably carrying the 
ped the westerner so hard to the | largest salary nut in burlesque. Be- 
, sides the Mutual travelers, complete, 
short ribs that the blond from) the apollo maintains its own stock 
Omaha was turned half way around company of eight principals and 16 
many times. Some of the smart | 513s. Thursday night, in very bad 
. | i 1ursday ght n very bac 

money c >» short e he : r ae ke » 
per "J oye the sho . nage tag : : and rainy weather, the $1.65 orches- 
Aces rep for winning in the east,/ tra floor was nearly filled with a 
and their bank-rolls were dented.| mixed crowd of all shades and 
The so-called “Nebraska wild cat” | grades. Some women among them, 
was wild all right From the| women who laughed even louder 


than the men at the blue gags. 

Also among the auditors were nu- 
merous boys around 16, whose 
sheepish glances at the “art studies” 
peddled during intermission  be- 
trayed their years. 

Joe Van and Les Dunn, first and 
second comics of “Laffin’ Thru,” the 
Mutual visitor of the week, refused 
to be outdone in dirt by the house 
staff and helped to mould the verbal 
mud pies. The troupe’s .women 
meanwhile were never bashful at 
exposing, although they had more 
than enough competition from the 
stock women. 

3esides its pair of comics, the Mu- 
tual entry’s principals are Art Gil- 


son, Don Proctor, Jack Baird, Anna 
Foley, Althea Conley and Vinnie 
Phillips. 


Theatre’s little family is composed 
of Eddie Green, the colored come- 
from Connie’s “Hot Choco- 
; Chick Hunter, Jacques Wil- 
son, Andy McCann, Ella Corbett, 
Ritzie Phillips, Vilma Joszy and a 
coocher called Cleo. Cookie, also 
colored and also from the Connie 
show, has been a magnet here late- 
ly as the Apollo’s principal wiggler, 
didn’t show up to 11 Thursday night. 
At that hour the weekly auction sale 
of an ensemble girl's attire (all but 
the tights) had commenced. On 
Tuesday nights the come-on is billed 
as “Block Party,” with the boys in- 
vited to ‘dance with your favorite 
baby doll.” 

The gags used were so rough that 
most can’t be printed. That much 
for the script gags. But when the 
boys started to ad lib it was-murder. 
The girl between two men in a 
money changing bit, after shouting 
her own rough line, became so em- 
barrassed she had to intervene to 
the extent of picking up the straight 
man’s lines. In the meantime the 





fought himself out of a clinch and 
invariably had the best of it. 

How the boxing commission now 
rates Rosenbloom is their own 
worry. Early last week Jimmy 
Slattery fought a Buffalo boy for 
the vacated light heavyweight 
crown. Slats won, but few in the 
fight game take the matter seriously. 
Slattery must defeat Rosenbloom to 
get a clear title and it is doubtful 
he can turn that trick, for Maxie has 
outpointed nearly every other good 
man in the dicision, and Slats hasn't 


Always In Condition 


It was a hard, fast fight. Once 
again it proved that Rosenbloom is 
an exceptional féllow. Maxie is ac- 
cused of unorthodox training, yet he 
always appears to be in condition 
and frequent ring battles appear to 
be his meat. During rest periods 
the man sits calmly as he did last 
Friday, never taking a long breath. 

Fred Lenhart, who was recently 
stopped here by Larry Johnson, was 
awarded the decision over Rosy 
Rosales, the Cleveland Indian, who 
is credited with a win from John- 
son. The decision did not meet with 
favor from ringsiders by any m¢ ams 
Lenhart went down but without a 
count in the second round from a 
hard stomach punch. Seemed to ve 
woozy later on too, but the judges 
figured Lenhart’s forcing and show- 
ing the last five rounds gave him 
an edge. That certainly could not 
have included the ninth session in 
which he took a proper trimming 
Vincent Sireci, former amateur 
knockerout, won that way from 
Stuffy McInnes, of Scotland, 
went out cold in the fourth round. 


Black, White Divisions 
In St. Louis Stock Co. 








lesque policy. Daily matinees also 
Part of house will be on 
seat basis at night. 

Two companies have been en- 
gaged, “Figures and Facts,” and 
Drake and Walker’s Revue, a negro 





with Mutual burlesque. 


who} 


St. Louis, Feb. 18. 
Gayety, reconditioned, opens Feb. | 
24 on a twice nightly stock bur-| 


reserved 
| 


unit. Each will give an hour's en- 
tertainment. Verne Phelps and Wal- 
ter Steffin, radio entertainer will 
appear, 

Gayety reverted to, present op- | 
erating company headed by C. P | 
Crawford, after several attempts 


straight was trying his best to beat 
the comic with dirt, until the comic 
offered to give him his own red 
nose. The pit drummer rang a bell 
and the boys mentioned the wagon. 

Production is negligible. 

Minsky Bros. and Joseph Wein- 
stock are the Apollo operators, al- 
though the defunct firm of Hurtig & 
Seamon is credited with the enter- 
prise. Everyone from the doorman 
to the manager—excepting the pro- 
prietors—is listed on the program. 

As long as this lasts it can’t be 
tied for dirt. It’s there to be looked 
at and listened to, if you like that 
sort of dirt. Bige. 


HELLO PAREE 


(Mutual) 

Lee Hickman, a good burlesque 
comedian with a bad burlesque show 
around him, is Hon. Nickels’ 1930 
edition of “Hello Paree.” If this is 
the sort of show that is considered a 
show at Hon. Nickels’ Gayety thea- 
tre in Baitimore, then Hon. Nickels 
has found a way to get away with 
anything in Balto. 

Hickman, who was a straight man 
before he switched to comedy, is 
“Hello Paree's” best recommenda- 
tion. Mildred Franklin, principal 
woman, could be a lot better would 
she but try. The way she wears 
her hair is a severe disadvantage. 
It could easily be changed. If the 
customs of burlesque did not prompt 
her to spéak such lines, her stew 
scene would be an exceptional bit of 
| legitimate characterization. The 
| lines, however, murder all the like- 
lable points there about it. Hickman 
|and Miss Franklin, who could be 
| another girl after a session at the 
| hairdresser’s, are co-featured. Milt 
Davis is second comic, with a dia- 
|} mond in his putty nose and a vodel 








| 


|in “one” as double forte. T he othe I's 
; are just others. In an “averagé 
burlesque show. 

Why take these Mutuals seriously 
when not even the producers or the | 
people in them do? Praise for 

| “Hello Paree’ would not only ve un- 
| called for, but as useful as a second | 
mother-in-law. Everybody's on. or 
| Should be by now. Feb. 17, and the 
season's almost over. 
| Tech, tech, tch. Bige. 
BERNSTEIN WEST 
' 

Rube Bernstein is expected to 
| leave for Hollywood within the next 
two weeks for an indefinite stay. 


|. Importance of Bernstein's depart- | 


ure is that he has been closels 
nected with I. H. Herk this 
| in «the operation * of -the 
| Wheel? ° 


Season 


Mutua! 


j 


} 


cone- 4: 


AMERICAN 


(STOCK BURLESQUE) 


Strictly a dame show all the way 
with the femme principals romping 


away with honors through strip 
stuff and semi-kootches. Irving 
Selig, eccentric comic, spaces the 
runway numbers and does a good 
job of it. 

Current week’s layout is labeled 
“Nighty Night Girls” and no paja- 
mas. Nearest to boudoir raiment 


is a union suit number spotted next 


to shut of first part which has the 
gals on in white union suits, which 


the Eighth Avenue goofs go for 
plenty. 
An all-around good show for a 


stock troupe and better than a lot 
of the wheel shows. Eighth Avenue 
want their entertainment salad raw 
but in this one getting it only well 
broiled, and that goes for the te: 


AS= 


ers, too. Despite a fast dancing 
show with more or less fun and 
with Selig carrying the comedy bur- 
den and equal to the assignment, 
The bits are of the usual archaic 
variety, but still get laughs. 

Selig struts his stuff throughout 
both stanzas and gets plenty of 


laughs with time-worn material, 
especially in the boudoir scene and 
courtroom bit with the latter plant- 
ing the old gag about the boy with 
nervous fingers in a picture theatre. 
A lot of wheel shows are using it, 
but they don’t know the difference 
on Eighth Avenue. 

Femme contingent is there 40 
ways. Ann Paulson, ingenue, han- 
dles several numbers and never goes 
for the semi-strips. Billie Shaw 
smacks across plenty of hot stuff in 
her numbers and manipulates teas- 
ers to perfection, making them prac- 
tically beg for the strip, and how 
they go for it! Mable White is an- 
other who knows her onions as 
number leader and teaser manip- 
ulator, with Miss Collette also giv- 
ing them everything they want in 
a visual way. 

For a stock show the current lay- 
out rates with any and has all in- 
gredients of a typical burlesque 
show. The choristers deserve a 
great big hand for the animation 
they show in the musical interrup- 
tions, all working as though they 
enjoyed it which is in contrast to 
the dead pan girls in most wheel 
shows. 

Biz at the American has been 
steadily picking up since the house 
went stock burlesque and with a 
good house in Monday night. The 
shows are not too rough, and with 
less double entendre stuff than most 
wheel shows, seem to click with the 
customers. 

Rube Bernstein, in charge, is an 
astute burlesque showman and has 
been lining up good stock shows 
without going overboard on blue 
stuff, and has built up business con- 
siderably since taking charge after 
Joe Hurtig vamped to Passaic, N. J. 

Despite the near Broadway loca- 
tion the American is holding its 
shows within bounds as far as bure 
lesque suggestiveness goes and prove 
ing there’s still a clientele for that 
sort of entertainment. Edb.. 


—— 


American, N. Y., Stand 
Optional to Layoffs 


The Mutual offices deny that any 
plan has been under consideration 
for traveling Mutuals to play the 

a stock is 
under arrangement with 
the Mutual execs and with the Mue 


American, where 


operated 


tual interested in them on an align- 
ment with Irving Selisberg and Ike 
Weber. 

The Mutual, however, has agreed 
to principals of Mutuals, laying off 
in N. Y. to work the house on a 
stock plan, this, however, wholly 
up to the players themselves. 

The Mutual comic working there 
does so at the salary the house of- 
fers. 

There have been cases where the 
principal women thus invited to 
work have turned the proposition 
cold because the money was below 
that paid by the wheel show. 


Burlesque Changes 


Fay Norman, former Mutual wheel 
souhb, opened with the stock at the 
Palace, Buffalo this week 

Helen Moreen (not of “Sweet 
Adeline”), featured soub with 
“Naughty Nifties,” opened in similar 
assignment with stock at the Irv- 
ing Place, New York. this week. 

Anna Rose with the stock bure 
lesque it the Hippodrom« B l- 
more, 

Billi Diamond closed with the 
Minsky stock at the Natioj il W ° 
ter Garden,. New York, last week. 

Frank Mackey has been sent on 


rom New York to fill Vie Plants 
place with “The Burlesque Review” 
(Mutual) until -the latter recovers 
‘from a broken ankle 
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ROXY 


(Presentation) 


New York, Feb. 16. 


They had their work cut out for 
them staging this week’s show on 
the Roxy stage. Idea was to get 
a wallop in it that would steal 
some attention away from the in- 
troduction of the heralded Grandeur 
screen. Maybe they didn’t try for 
competition with the epochal event, 
concentrating instead on making 
a presentation typically Roxy in its 
finished showmanship. 


“Happy Days” (Fox) with. its 
score or so of “names” and its} 
sumptuous spectacle held enough 


gasps for anybody’s show, and for | 


once threw the stage proceedings 
into the shadow. Rostrum 
is an intricate and very lovely bal- 
let, “La Grande Jardiniere,’” and the 
supporting novelty is the return of 
Von Grona and his dancers in a 
bizarre dance episode called “Rhap- 


sody,” a fine bit of staging, but one 
of those interpretive dance things 
that suggests it ought to be fuil 


of meaning, if you could only grasp 
the significance. 

Wide film monopolizes the flicker 
portion of the show. First there’s 


“Niagara Falls,” the last word in 
pictorial scenics and a punch by 


itself included in the overture. Idea 


apparently was to pave the way 
for the wide screen feature to let 
the patrons become accustomed to 
the new dimensions. About a reel 


of it and a treat. Not less impres- 
sive than the picture itself was the 
musical background supplied by the 
orchestra, Niagara being a theme 
upon which the big organization 
eould spread itself with plenty of 
elbow room for effects. Overture 
worked through ponderous chords 
to a dashing brass and everything- 
else climax. Percussion trio at the 
Capitol would have enjoyed the 
devastating musical climax. 

“Rhapsody” had Von Grona sur- 
rounded by the Roxy chorus work- 
ing in silhouette against a flaming 
red drop, pleated in vertical folds 
this time instead of flat. What the 
pantomime means was anybody’s 
guess, but it was a striking per- 
formance whether it conveyed a 
meaning or not, the girls in those 
jerky maneuvers and Von Grona ex- 
pressing whatever he was express- 
ing in his own peculiar style of 
strained contortions. 

Usual male choir episode was a 
picturesque staging of “The Two 
Grenadiers,” opening down front 
before the much used Roxy scrim 
with Harold Von Duzee and Jose 


Santiago singing the Schumann 
duet in character of the wounded 
soldiers and the picture lighting 


from behind to reveal a posed group 
of Napoleon surrounded by his Old 
Guard and the chorus finale. Fine 
tableau for a big musical drama. 

Into the newsreel, all Grandeur, 
brought in for the new week and 
eliminating the standard size screen 
from the entire program. Gran- 
deur shots were not particularly 
impressive. There’s better material 
on the shelf flashed at the Gaiety 
last summer. This had mostly bits 
that have been made familiar on 
the small screen many times— 
Naval Cadets in review on their 
own parade ground; big guns of the 
Coast Guard; cavalry drill of rough 
riding by the troops at Fort Myer 
and a semi-comedy shot at the big 
elephant in the Bronx Zoo. Novelty 
of the big screen carried these, but 
they’ll have to do better if it’s go- 
ing to stick. Light artillery firing 
took the edge off the big gun clips. 
Maybe they’re holding back Tilden, 
Babe Ruth, the West Point flash 
and the Leviathan. It’s one of the 
few times this house has missed 
with its news. 

Then into the main ballet and 
a spectacle of abundant charm. 
Beatrice Belkin, soprano, introduces 
the episode with a coloratura num- 
ber, the drop flying to reveal the 
ballet posed on a tiered series of 
platforms, girls’ skirts held up in 
front forming a tight bouquet of 
flowers. Ballet comes down front 
for a formal routine on the toes, 
giving way to the jazz steppers for 
one of those precision bits that 
never fail to pull applause and de- 
servedly. Beautifully done here. 
Girls fall back into their original 
pose and ballet corps returns to 
their earlier flower tableau for a 
slow curtain while Miss Belkin fin- 
ishes her song. Incidental to the 
dance staging Patricia Bowman and 
Leonide Massine, as an idyllic gar- 
dener and country lass, do a trim 
Gance duet. Rush. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(Paul Whiteman) 
Los Angeles, Feb. 13 

Paul Whiteman still holds the 
erown of stage, concert, dance and 
ecreen premiership so far as bands 
are concerned. Best proof is his 
value current week to this house, 
where he and his gang are taking 
the place of the regular Fanchon 
and Marco stage unit. Started off 
Thursday doing five shows of 35 
minutes average, with capacity on 
the first and second. Capacity for 
second performance has not been 
attained in this house in many a 
month. 


With trade starting off as it did, 
Indications are that the maestro 


feature | 


| Yascha 


and his mob will have to do sixes 
and sevens to handle the crowds. 
No doubt he won't mind, as he is 
in on a guarantee and cut with 
possibilities that the cut might ex- 


Whiteman was astute enough to 
arrange his program so that the 
specialists in the organization could 
do their stuff in addition to the col- 
lective playing. Though girls might 
have been shy on the stage through 
the regular presentation being elim- 
inated, the amount of entertainment 





ceed any heretofore to other big | 
name attractions the house- has 
played. 





|} paintings and subdued lighting, evi- | 
dently gets ’em. <A quiet walk, al- 
most as long as half way around 
; Central Park, reveals not much at- 
tention being paid to the pictur 

There'll probably be a dearth of 
|} park bench cooing this spring. No 
fear of the cops, and it doesn’t take 

}an awful lot to satisfy the old guys 


the Whitemans gave the cash buy- 

ers here was in excess of that af- 

forded by the regular units, and a 

| variation of the regular week to 
|} week stage show. Big novelties | 
;}of the Whiteman sort can always 
|find a niche here coming in at in- 

|tervals to carry along a picture 
|which the house might not figure 

ito be a b. o. whirlwind. 

With chimes clanging in mellow 


fashion, the curtain arose on White- 
}man and his crew playing “Mon- 
teray,” song number of the “King 
of Jazz,” talker that Whiteman is 
now completing for Universal. It 
is one of those dreamy, languid 
ballads giving the tenor in the out- 
fit a chance to chant the lyrics. 
Number sounds like another White- 
}man natural. 


From this the Rhythm Boys get 
their chance to liven matters up 
with patter and clowning, stopping 
the proceedings. Then Goldie, who 
has taken the Henry Busse spot in 
the outfit, does a “Sgt. Quirt-Cap- 
tain Flagg’ burlesque. A wow and 


he finishes it with a bit of trumpet- 
ing and hoofing. 

“Great Day,’ another Whiteman 
natural, is thrust forth with a 
chanting quartet getting its chance. 
Wilbur Hall, with his grotesque 
trick fiddling and pump, next and 
slamming home a four-bagger. 

“Rhapsody in Blue,” which 
never missed, offered as semi-cli- 
max “Meet the Boys” number 
finaled and gave the individuals in 
the band a chance to solo. 

Altogether 35 minutes of enter- 
tainment that can never be ex- 
ceeded in a picture auditorium, 

Fox Movietone News did a little 
talking for itself prior to the White- 


has 


man advent on the stage. Screen 
feature was “The Mysterious 
Island” (M-G-M). Ung. 


CAPITOL 


(“Pearls”—Unit) 
New York, Feb. 14. 

Messrs. Shaw and Lee, buffoons 
of the stiff stance school, and in 
a couple of musicals, are featured 
in this newest and quite pleasant 
Loew picture house unit. Three 
supporting acts are of sufficient va- 
riety to make the entertainment 
diverting, and production activity 
of Arthur Knorr is expended in one 
attractive full stage set. 

Of prime financial import to the 


Capitol currently is “Devil May 
Care” (M-G), which has its first 
popular priced showing in New 


York after a two berry run at the 
Astor. Business was strong 
throughout Friday. 

“Pearls’”’ full stage set is an elab- 
orate stage band terrace on which 
musicians are partially concealed 
behind a pyramid of glittering blue 
and white upright shells. Hang- 
ing from the flies is a set of un- 
original, but appropriate, electric- 
ally lighted balloons. The com- 
posite picture is refreshing as a 
mother-in-law packing her grip. 

Unhurried in the midst of fever- 
ish film house pacing, Shaw and 
Lee looked straight ahead and pic- 
tured perfectly the mental worries 
of two gentlemen who have noth- 
ing on their minds. They’re still 
doing their same act and were 
liked. 

Jerry Coe and Brothers, three 
boys mixing dancing with instru- 
mental work, afforded an early pep 
period. Act has been working in 
vaudeville and doing well. Another 
popular entry was Tito Coral, 
Spanish baritone singing native 
numbers. Coral’s voice and appear- 
ance are to the good. Completing 
act, Desha and Sansone, had mod- 
erate results with posing’ adagio 
done slightly slower than a snail 
in full gallop. 
in full gallop. 


Al Evans is m.c.’ing 


and directing the band quite 
capably. 
Chester Hale girls were best in 


a precision routine which drew ap- 





plause before the girls started for 
the wings. Another round greeted 
ithe balloon dance at the unit's 


finale. No additional stage produc- 
tion was used for a closing flash. 
None was needed, 

Bunchuk’s overture is 
“Spanish Sketches,” softly romantic 
at times and at others a hey-hey of 
fortissimo. This variance brings a 
contest for honors between the fid- 
dle and percussion departments, and 


3unchuk let the fiddlers take the 
bow. Can the three drummers be 
slipping? Have they let the in- 
toxicating wine of celebritism 
satiate their veins with th? ueadly 
alcohol of overconfidence? Or has 


splendid display of musical 
come to be taken for 
take a 


their 
calisthenics 
granted? Other drummers, 
look. 

Completing the film program were 
Fox-Hearst sound news clips with 





a few International silents. Bang. 


who are doing the hide-a-way. The 
elderly Lochinvars are better bets 
for a theatre than the more viril 
roaming Romeos. They've about 
crowded out the younger lads 

It’s embarrassing to house man- 
agers to be quizzed about such 
things, but Dave Bromberg, up at | 
the Japanese Gardens, is an excep- 
tion. 

“In the three years I've been here 
I haven't had an arrest on any- 
thing. Just one complaint I re- 
member, and that was from a 
woman. She didn’t go through 
with it. If the guy had been bette 
}looking I probably wouldn’t know 
about it tonight.” 

However, this audience on the 
eve lamped just shaped as a nor- 
mal bunch. More like a _ theatre 
than the Loew roof. Got a balcony, 





TWO ROOFS 


New York, Feb. 14. 

Those daddies, grey haired but 
discreet, and ultra-economical, are, 
with their sickly oop-de-oops, over 
coy but cool eyed part time girl 
friends, virtually dominating one of 
Broadway's two picture roofs, The 
soprano voiced males no longer 
horde into what was known as 
their evening meeting place, 

Public necking is now being dem- 
onstrated on the New York roof. 
Loew's upper deck, with its pastoral 


upholstery, ete, 

Jap place has a great sky em- 
porium functioning during clear 
weather on warm nights. This went 
over so big last summer that Fox 
is making a stadium of it for the 
new term, Bleacher like stand with 
500 extra seats now being con- 
structed Waly. 


STANLEY 


(“Modes and Models’’-Unit) 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 14. 
Compact little show that works 
smoothly throughout. Some effort 


apparently made to give this one 
a story, enabling Brengk’s Golden 
Horse to be introduced at finale as 
work of young American studying 
art in Paris, but it’s unnecessary. 
Enough of everything to make 
“Modes and Models” ride along on 
its entertainment qualities. 

This one’s brightened by a crack 


band specialty in the middle, not 
permitting usual sagging when 
switch is made from full stage to 


one. Following Duffin and Draper's 
dance, Dick Powell, m.c., sings num- 


ber, then introduces a couple of 
musickers, Joe Falvo and Hynie 
Graver, both of whom were local 


stage band favs at Penn and En- 
right, respectively. Trio meg a 
ballad for fine returns, then the band 
alternates on great hoke specialties, 
ending up with a fast banjo quartet 
led by Powell. 

Montrose and Reynolds kidded 
around, the dumb femme keeping 
customers giggling throughout. Used 
a few blue gags, but didn’t depend 
wholly on them. Chester Fredericks 
whammed with his stepping, but 
should stop warbling. Nita Carol 
has a voice and knows how to use 
it. 

Powell acted as talking trailer for 
next week’s Anniversary Bill. Not 
in view, but introduced himself 
through screen mike and then de- 
livered his stuff. First time ever 
tried around here and quite effective. 
Picture “Son of the Gods” (FN) and 
weekend biz saw standees. 

Cohen. 


EMBASSY 


(Newsreel) 


New York, Feb. 17. 

Spot news is not to be found in 
current Embassy reelage. It’s 90% 
magazine stuff. Not an outstanding 
clip, and 14 are credited to Hearst, 
while the remainder are titled Fox 
Movietone. Full running time just 
45 minutes. 

Study of New York harbor dur- 
ing fog is illustrative of the most 
initiative used by cameramen for 
this show. This is composed chiefly 
of tooting whistles and horns and 
“study” is from a ferryboat. Jackie 
Coogan gets one of those plugs for 
which talker newsreels are proving 
susceptible. Obviously that, fol 
the kid tells of intending to come 
back when he gets through school] 
Five-year-old brother talks, but 
can’t be understood. 

The Garden’s dog show is repre- 
sented by about three breeds. Polo 
this time done in same way on Cali- 
fornia course. Likewise for skaters 
in Central Park. Old oar practice 
stuff shows Princeton boys in gym 
Sail skating at Lake Hopatcong and 
skiing elsewhere as has been seen 
before. Sprinting in Garden, poorty 
lighted, and library stuff of bathing 
styles in Florida. Chorines on va- 
cation will do anything for pub- 
licity and this time they are shown 
stepping at Seminole Indian gather- 
ing. Shots of St. Patrick Cathedral's 
new organ okay, but recording poor. 
Same defect in short shot of Buda- 
pest chorus 

Geisha 


tirle dofng routine and 


| 


Florida dames reducing on beach 


similarly uninspired. NBC broad- 
casting youngsters caught at the 
mike and entertain in flat way. Jake 
Wolff, old timer, taking from 


he cached 20 yvears ago may be 
genuine, but audience didn't take it 
that way. 

Thomas Edison's S3rd_ birthday 
and outdoor celebration is mainly a 


| 


battle among photographers and 
scribblers. George Ade rates an 
editor’s note. Not a laugh despite 
the rep. 

Frieda Hempel testing kiddies’ 
voices first bit of bonafide comedy 
‘Sonny Boy vy kid duet and prison 
ers’ affair } ce ed voungsters get 
the grins. Doe Wile ilso has 
birthday recorded nd recalls pure 
food law struggle } t Guard 
men do formal turn befor tine 
colors 3 | 

PENN 
(“Toytown”- Unit) 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 14. 
| Pantomimic novelty not so forte 
|for this house. Customers, used to 
}an m.c., want one and missed when 
| absent. Unit pretty enough, but 


|quite drab as far as entertainment 


|goes. Received less than enthusias- 
|tically, usual here. Penn was the 
| first local film house to mix jazz 
|} with its screen fare and mob expects 
| plenty of it when they trek down to 
Sixth and Penn. 

Not a solid laugh and everything 
suffered as result. Cirillino and 
Fortunello stood out, but they've 


been around so often tha. any noy- 
elty attached to the turn has been 
lost. Publix shows, when they used 
to tenant this house, were bad with 
| their quick repeats and now Loew’s 
appears to be no different in this 
respect. 

Carlton Emmy’s dogs carried out 
the toy shop idea and the animals 
were consistently amusing, but it’s 
not what they go for here. Chester 
Hale girls okay, especially in their 
wooden soldier routine, and a flock 
of show girls draped in the back- 
ground added class. Dick Leibert 
did a timely organalog and one that 
packed lots of audience punch. 
Miniature igloo built around organ, 
with Leibert garbed in pair of those 


polar bear pajamas supposedly 
broadcasting program to Byrd at 
South Pole. Hoke messages and 


answers flashed on the screen, with 
Leibert making announcements 
through loud speaker, interpolating 
them with some corking parodies 
and pop tunes. 


Picture “Hot for Paris” (Fox), 
badly chopped by censors. Biz 
forte. Cohen. 


PARAMOUNT 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 

Publix ace standby in this town 
has been going along pretty well 
ever since stage shows were ban- 
ished, and the house went straight 
sound, about nine months ago. 
Again, that the picture is the thing 
is a cinch argument here. And no 
headaches about budgets, bills, 
opening day turmoils and attend- 
ing aggravations pertinent to stage 
work. . 

At one time the Paramount, then 
the Metropolitan, was operating un- 
der a straining overhead that made 
it plenty tough to get out from un- 
der. When Publix road shows made 
this a stopover there was more grief. 
Those shows were sent out with a 
topheavy nut that only a prize pic- 
ture could carry along. 

All this is changed and past. Par- 
amount now is as quiet as a cathe- 
dral, except for its sound from the 
screen. During the last nine months 
the house has been getting breaks 
on pictures with the percentage of 
| weak ones limited to a degree that 
|didn’t hurt. Current week happens 
to be one of those things with 
“Burning Up” (Par). Opening day’s 
(Thursday) attendance showed it, 
when at the second show house was 
three-quarters empty, with the bal- 
cony almost a total loss. 

Feature, running but 58 minutes, 
brought in a raft of Par shorts to 
fill out the program to normal size. 
This is strictly a Paramount house 
with no outside subject ever get- 
ting a look in. Short cycle started 
with “Pining Pioneers,” a Bruce 
scenic built around old timers melo- 
|}dizing outdoors. “Marriage Wows” 
|\(Max Fleischer cartoon) followed 
and not as good as some ot the oth- 
lers of the same kind. Two comedies 
in “The Plasterers,” with O Donnell 
land Blair, vaude act, and “Weak, 
but Willing” (Christie), featuring 
Will King. Seven clips from Par 
jscund camera and a Paramount 
Personality Film tieup with the 
local Evening Express concluded the 
sereen library. 
| House feature is 
| Milton Charles 
j}eago product, 














] 
the organist, 
Charles is a Chi- 
who got in on the 
organ specialty thing when it was 
jin its infancy and earned quite 
ja rep in the bigger Chi houses. He's 
been out here over a year now, and 
clicking strong. One of the things 
Charles has picked up during his 
sojourn on the coast is singing 
|Pleasant surprise, considering he’s 
been keeping it a secret for years. 
| Amplified horns in the house are 
well adjusted to his voice, while at 
he console proper Charles need 
loffer no apologies. 
| This week excepted, the 
mount should continue te 
pretty steadily 


Para- 
do biz 
“pan. 


| 


wrecked building bottle of real stuff | 





PARAMOUNT 


“Aladdin's Revels”—Unit) 


New York, Feb. 14. 
Jesse Crawford’s rendition of 
| “Rhadsody in Blue” at the console 
iis the bright bit in a _ below 


lfast stepping 


standard Paramount bill. “Danger- 
ous Paradise’ (Par) is the feature 
while the stage show is just one of 
those things. 

Renie Riano does her best to keep 


Cambria’s “Aladdin’s Revels” head 
above water, but can't save it for, 
at times, she’s off the stage. Miss 
Riano and Ducallion handle all the 
comedy in their very proficient and 
respective styles. ty 

Flash scenic finish has the girls 
in gorgeous costume s, but they're 
getting used to that Four Cheer 
Leaders, collegiate-like male quartet 
Which recently hit the east in a 
Fanchon “X Marco Idea, had a 
chance to mop but missed when 
permitting the stage band to out- 
noise the harmeny. Boys sound 
best without accompaniment. Sud- 


den insertion of orchestra unneces- 

sary and rather disastrous. 
Ducallion’s chatter, while balane- 

ing himself atop a ladder, sold him 


the same as it did in vaudeville. 
Miss Riano’s specialty was a ec- 
centric dance. She was applauded 
into an encore Her kicks are 
cleverly mixed with comedy, and 
she’s adept at both. 

Gambarelli Gir] dancing chorus, 
shine in a toe routine after an 
earlier stereotyped precision num- 
ber. M. c.’ing and directing with- 
out creating much excitement is a 


tall chap named Ray Teal. 


Many standing and waiting Sat- 
urday afternoon. Bige. 
(Presentation) 
Chicago, Feb. 14. 


Stage show of 45 minutes, “Danc- 
ing Around,” locally produced by 
Paul Oscard, is a matter of hoofing 
from a Crinoline start to a near-hot 
finish, 

Lina Basquette, of pictures and 
more recently on Keith time, the 
Williams Sisters, a male tapping 
team and comical Delano Dell are 
the talent. 

Williams sisters were toppers with 
two songs and Hannah’s lively leg 
and body gestures. Miss Basquette 
had no trouble getting across as a 
neat worker and knows her tech- 
nique, especially ballet, but seemed 
to work rather listlessly. Dell's ec- 
centric hoofing carried him over 
after 10 minutes of profitable gag- 
ging with much familiar patter. 


Usual amount of specialty work 
by the band, with an “Harmonica 
|; Harry” arrangement that should 


jars zone big at the first show had 
‘it not been 


impeded by Lou Kos- 
who sometimes gets in 
Six chorus men and girls 


loff, m. ec. 
the way. 


formed a neat opening, the girls 
in yellow crinoline in front of a 
colonial cutout drop. While Miss 


Adams sang, the girls were joined 
by the boys for an old-fashioned 
waltz. Slipped off most of the 
dresses and the boys rejoined for 
an ensemble tap. This was re- 
peated with variations for the ballet 
number, the girls wearing colonial 
evening gowns and concealing Miss 
Basquette. 

Preston Seller’s organlog, with 
slides shot on a scrim and living 
heart cutouts on either end of the 
stage, did well. “Locked Door” 
(UA), the picture, and six minutes 
of Par silents and sound news shots 
completed. 3usiness ordinary for 
first show, minus the customary one 
o'clock holdouts, Loop. 


MARBRO 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, Feb. 12. 

Presentation here this week has 
color, speed, laughs and hoofing. Got 
over well with “Welcome Danger” 
(Par) rated the draw. 

Chorus opened with a fair routine, 
the presentation then swinging im- 
mediately into the three acts. Joe 
Griffin delivered two semi-dramatic 
songs for nice returns. A repeat 
here for Griffin. Three Browns, col- 
ored hoofers, followed, and big with 
and clowning. Nel- 
ison and Knight liked by mob, who 
|}went for the sailor and gal comedy 
chatter. Joey Ross, m.c., managed 
a song. Ross is developing and is 
becoming popular at this house and 
ithe Granada. 








| Big holiday crowd at the supper 


show. 

| Douglas Gerrard, Bertram Jones, 
| “Sweet Kitty Bellairs,’”’ WB. ’ 
Margaret Seddon, “Those Who 


| Warners 


Joan Bennett, “Moby Dick,” WB. 
Jeannette MacDonald, “Bride 66,” 
UA. 
| Bernard 
| Numbers,” 
| Solidad 
' 
Par. 
| Horace Jackson, formerly at FN, 
joins Fox to collaborate with Jules 
'Furthman on adaptation of “Com- 
mon Clay.” Victor Fleming to di- 
jrect, 


| Dance,” WB. 


Granville, in 
Par. 


G.minez, 


“Safety 


“The 


. a i 
Texan, 


has borrowed Charlotte 


|Henry and Rex Bell from Fox for 


:“Courage.” 

| Jeannette Loff in “Moonlight 
| Madness,” formeriy titled “Singing 
;Caballeros,” WU. 
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VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 








~ PALACE. 


(St. Vaude) 

Corking good show at this RKO 
acer for current week, and capacity 
Saturday afternoon. Phil Baker, 
holding over for a third and swan 
song week; Ann Pennington, dimple 
kneed dancer, and Harry Carroll 
are the featured triumvirate, with 
all three hitting the target. 

Danny Small, colored dancer, 
flanked by a mixed team of colored 
dancers, set a zippy tempo in pace- 
maker Trio gave them everything 
in a stepping way. Went over big. 


Leslie Strange followed with im- 
pressions of famous statesmen in a 
burlesque manner and got good re- | 
turns. | 

Willie, West and McGinty, male 


trio, clicked heavy in a novelty rout- |} 
ine of knockabout comedy. The | 
men are spotted as workmen on a} 
building under construction, and the} 
laughs are grabbed through awk- | 
ward manipulation that has boards | 


and other paraphrenalia socking | 
them. Good act with plenty of 
laughs. 


Robert Emmet Keane and Claire 
Whitney were valuable assets to 
the comedy division in a skit titled 
“The Faker.” Keane recently step- 
ped out of “Sweet Adeline’ and was 


in fine mettle for the vaude re- 
turn. The skit has Keane on the 
side lines chirping anent the ro- 


mance of Miss Whitney and George 
Sweet, which runs the gamut from 


fiirtation to matrimony, and then 
disaster. Plenty of breezy lingo 
therein and plenty of howls. 


Phil Baker spotted a radio gag 
bit and then walked on to intro- 
duce Ann Pennington. The latter, 
backed by Jack Pettis orchestra, 
came and conquered with her in- 
imitable dancing. The orchestra is 
a good combo of versatile quality, 
the boys spacing instrmentals with 
warbling. Miss Pennington tossed 
over three dance numbers and land- 
ed for a solid hit. 

Harry Carroll and Maxine Lewis, 
spotted after intermission, goaled 
them with a piano act far above par, 
and with Miss Lewis cleaning up 
on the vocals. Carroll got a good 
reception on walk-on and _ then 
introduced Miss Lewis for a reprise 
of his former song hits. The gal 
has everything and should get far 
in any man’s opera house. After 
the double, Carroll and Lewis were 
again spotted in a revuette follow- 
up, which projected seven nifty gal 
specialty dancers and Eddie Bruce, 
eccentric comic. Carroll has a nifty 
in the present layout and can’t 
miss anywhere. 

Phil Baker, who had been clown- 
ing in and out intermittently, spot- 
ted his accordion spesh in follow 
up. Phil rolled them with his wise- 
cracking repartee with male plant 
in box and then got down to busi- 
ness on the accordion. For tag he 
brought on Ann Pennington for a 
vocal and dance. Phil stole the 
show as usual, and although carded 
here for farewell week could stick 
indefinitely as far as the customers 
are concerned. 

Joe Bonomo, screen strong man, 
assisted by Arthur Karoli, spotted 
some strong man feats and balanc- 
ing with Baker and Carroll hopping 
into the act for additional laughs. 
Baker hauled up a Russian baritone 
for a stanza of “Old Man River” as 
a closing feature. Plenty of fun 
all the way, especially in the bur- 





lesque bout between Baker and 
Ronomo. Edba. 
HIPPODROME 


- 


(Vaudfilm) 
lair house for the Hip Monday 


night. Vaude went soso. 
Class femme wire-walker, Mia- 
cahua, strutted on the stretched 


wire with natural ease and without 
the balancing assistance of an um- 
brella or pole. Went through a va- 
riety of difficult wire routines, in- 
cluding a bit of dancing and rope 
jumping, done expertly. 

Lauren and LaDare’s attempt to 
supply instrumental laughs fell flat. 
The girl straights on the accordion 
and warbles a bit. Man works on 
various wind instruments. Mixed 
comedy crossfire couple, Kane and 
Ellis, did nicely. Male half of this 
team a polished worker and knows 
how to put his stuff across for best 
results. Gal also knows her onions. 

Wells and Four Fays came next. 
Commenced the works very slow 
and didn’t gather interest until near 
the finish, which was spurred on 
by a peppy contortion number done 
by one of the gals. Wells’ gro- 
tesque makeup and pantomime and 
verbal giggle attempts weren’t so 
hot here, Four Fays on mainly for 
straight dancing, also supply a bit 
of pwomedy. 

im McWilliams, monologist and 
ivory kidder, also started slow but 
came up fast. Slow start was due 
to his fast patter, which wasn’t 
caught by the majority of those out 
front. When he delivered his hoke 
political speech in loud tones, which 
everybody caught, he went good. 
Closed nicely with parody of opera 
performers while accompanying 
himself on the plano. 

An adagio quartet, Kitchen Pi- 
rates, closed and was the best liked 
turn on the bill. Three boys toss 
the girl around in thrilling manner. 
Femme here is a shapely looker 


and also a contortionist, coing into 


difficult contortion poses while sup- 
ported by the understander. 
I’. N.’s “Great Divide” feature. 


_ 








STATE 
(Vaudfilm) 

Make Merry in March. 

Abate Agony in April. 

Much More in May. 

Join June's Joy-fest. 

In view of the competition now 
raging between the press depart- 
ments of Loew's and Keith's, each 





|claiming as its very own the various 
lmonths of the year, perhaps a few 
slogans might be appreciated for 
the months still to come, Above 
samples are graciously submitted, 

Third bill of ‘Loew's Famous Feb- 
ruary Fun” consisted of Hazel 
Mangean Troupe, Three Tiffany 
Boys, Harry Burns, Jack Osterman 
and Modena’s Art Flash. Tout en- 
semble okay. 

Osterman and Burns are too well 
known to require extended com- 
ment. They deviated from the 
usual by doing their 
gether. 3urns omitted his regular 
extension and combined it with Os- 
terman’s later, giving the customers, 
no doubt, that feeling of something 
added entirely gratis. 

Osterman, natty as always, 
worked hard and did very nicely. A 
couple of middle-aged women com- 
ing out were commenting on him, 
one remarking that she understood 
he was a local boy. Other implied 
Chicago was entitled to an assist. 

Harry Burns is still doing the ex- 
ploding balloon and twisted English 
routine. It has been unnecessary to 
make any further report on him 
since the Wilson administration. 

Three Tiffanys (New Acts) are of 
the newer school of heated harmony, 
boys with the right idea, but less 
than the complete solution. Lots 
of acts of this general calibre 
springing up recently. What most 
of them need is a little seasoning 
te blend with their youthful en- 
thusiasm. 

Modena’s Art Flash (New Acts) 
brings to vaudeville four sopranos 
and four tenors as a background for 
adagio. Membership and set-up is 
unusual and therefor gives the act 
novelty value. 

“The Mighty” (Par). on the screen. 
Saturday matinee the race for seats 
down front was to the swiftest, and 
the sharpest elbows won. Meaning 
business was good. Land, 


encares wl 
enceres to 


their act “Monkey Business.” 
carry a team of cute steppers, cou- 
ple of other femmes who work in 
the four black-outs, couple of jazz- 
boes in the pit, and only the stage 
doorman knows how many male 
aides and audience plants. 

No meat to the material, just 
gags and chatter, punctuated with 
cap pistols. Outside of trick props 
and costumes they are always edg- 
ing toward the bathroom for laughs. 
fo fact they have recently stuck 
in the Jimmy Durante bathroom 
set. 

Two other vaude acts. Gaynor 
and Byron open with solo and 
adagio roller skating on an 
platform. A fast one-foot 





back- 


| Whirl draws a storm, as does the 
the spin-around by one man with 





ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 

Biz off, and not much show, any- 
way. 

Lockett and Page opened. Same- 
ness of hoofing by the men appeared 
to hurt. Much pep, but why a bal- 
lad must almost stop the turn cold 
when it was getting hot is one of 
vaude’s mysteries. The turn swept 
back into speed and closed nicely. 
Large and Morgner continue to be 
a novelty with their expertness in 
doing risley work. Each is minus a 
leg. 

Huston Ray and orchestra next. 
Ray has grown stage wise since he 
used to thump the ivories as a sin- 
gle, and his band also shows im- 
provement since he first introduced 
it, yet the act, supposedly a musical 
outfit, closes with a dance number 
by the Wheeler twins. 

Fields and Georgie are of the old 
school of hoke comics, who use 
everything to garner laughs. An- 
cient gags flew thick and fast, a few 
hitting and many missing. A tough 
house for ’em, but they did fairly 
well. 

Dave Apollon and his revue fol- 
lowed. Apollon is a great fav here. 
The two remaining turns found 
themselves up against a tough prop- 
osition in following him. 

Next to closing were Bobby Barry 
and Dick Lancaster. Both men 
found themselves shrieking to shoot 
their crossfire to the upper tiers. 
It's hokey and a familiar brand of 
stage comedy, but they managed to 
pull out safely. The dash into the 
audience, where Lancaster chases 
Barry and pummels him, was rel- 
ished by this audience. 

Closing were Maryn Bellitt and 
Co. The songs fell flat, but with the 
little Co. going in for acrobatics the 
finish was in their favor. Some 
flashy Arabics, with Miss Bellitt 
pulling some effective ground work. 
“Men Without Women” (Fox) and 
Movietone News on screen. Mark, 


RKO 


(Vaudfilm) 
Los Angeles, Feb. 14. 

And what a valentine is handed 
Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson in the 
old home ground. These boys don’t 
have to ask the stagehands the 
names of the local gag towns. They 
know ‘em and use ‘em all, and 
throw in the names of the mayor 
and the district attorney and the 
district attorney's tailor. L. A. had 
forgotten all about the d. a.’s pants- 
presser until Olsen and Johnson 
brought it up. They remembered 
because it was in the headlines 
when they were here last vear. 

The boys prance on and off for 
50 minutes of the 74 on the stage 
end of the RKO bill this week. Pos- 
sibility this time mavy be sliced, as 
the guy who drew up the schedule 
figured on only 65 minute’s vaude 
and the bill was running 31 minutes 
late at the last show Thursday 
night. 

Olsen 





and Johnson rightly 


iton and 
'Olsen and Johnson. 


the other necking him by a foot. 

Nifty chatter act by Johnnie Ful- 
Peggy Parker precedes 
Light material 
by Paul Gerard Smith suavely put 
over, Fulton cocking an ear for 
every laugh as though it were a 
try-out. Effect is to build up audi- 
ence response. Technique is novel 
to this house where it is customary 
to ask for laughs and not mean 
maybe. Girl has three changes, one 
to crinoline which is about as risque 
a costume as can be worn these 
days. It wouldn’t hurt the turn to 
have a better finishing song. 
Feature is “Wall Street” (Col). 
Sound news featuring Lindy’s glider 
debut at Lebec, Cal., also Mrs. 
Lindy’s. Three short subjects 
spread over the day's four shows 
for two to three showings each. 
Biz good. 


LAUDER CONCERT 


Chicago, Feb. 14. 
Sunday, Sir Harry Lauder 
stopped-in the Garrick to adjust the 
lobby display. Monday afternoon a 
Scotchman took it on the lam out 
of the Hotel Sherman lobby when 
Couthoui’s asked him $4 a seat to 
hear Sir Harry. 
Monday night a half-a-house of 
his followers came out to greet 
him. Sir Harry is still a great en- 
tertainer for the Scotch, but today 
a little slow for the young folks. 
The elders, who made-up the audi- 
ence—women who never knew 
bobbed hair and men who drank 
openly over public bars—are still 
enough in the majority to make a 
Lauder tour a success. They ap- 
plauded until they split their gloves. 
And Sir Harry is still master of 
the curtain speech, taking a half 
hour and three songs to tell ’em 
how he likes them. 
Don Julian, caricaturist, opened 
the show, followed by Fleurette 
Joeffrey, a fireworks soprano, who 
never smiles, She was beaten in 
the smiling game by Kharum, 
Persian pianist who might be called 
“Stoneface.” He scared the elders 
and they didn’t ask him back. 
Arnaut Brothers were the comedy 
relief. Sir Harry sang eight songs 
out of a list of 18 he had on the 
program. Loop. 


86TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

As a perfect example of how dizzy 
booking can ruin a bill full of ta- 
lent, the 86th Street’s first half has 
no equal. Acts in this show must 
suffer along with the audience and 
the theatre. 

A five-act bill composed of the 
five greatest acrobats in the world, 
each a sure-fire show-stopper un- 
der other conditions, would flop on 
its ear. That’s lesson No, 1 in the 
bookers’ kindergarten, But mean- 
ing nothing to the 86th Street’s 
booker who just doesn’t know or 
doesn’t care. 

Opening spot was a perfect spot 
for a single woman singer to brodie 
in, and Cora Green did. Here is a 
colored songstress who can sing, 
hold a spot and score under fair 
conditions, but who fell badly here 
because a booker used his pencil in- 
stead of his head. That’s one form 
of throwing money away. 

No. 2 were The Kikutas, sensa- 
tional Jap turn that can hold any 
spot on any bill, luckily enough. 
Reason why a singing act was 
forced to open and acrobats placed 
in the deuce was because another 
straight singer, Johnny Marvin, 
came third. 

Booker’s answer may be that Miss 
Green necessarily opened to keep 
the two straight vocal entrants 
(both singing pops.) apart. But if 
anyone should happen to ask the 
booker why two straight singing 
acts are on one Dill. 

Colored turn opening. Jap turn 
No. 2. More singing No. 3. No 
comedy until next to closing, and 
then but 7 minutes by Larry Rich 
and Mile Cheri, Rich’s band and 
specialty act closed the show, hold- 
ing Rich, who knows the peculiar- 
ities of a small time audience much 
better than of a Palace crowd, on 
for 45 minutes all told. 





of “Seven Keys to  MBaldpate”’ 





eall} 


(Radio), as the feature. Dix film 
got the laughs the vaudeville 
missed. Biz light in the bad weather 
Saturday matinee, with the heavy 
snow probably keeping the regulars 
away while drawing some strollers 
in. The same snow, perhaps, saved 
the vaudeville from driving the 
strollers right out again. Bige. 





They 


8-ft. | 


86th can be thankful for booking | 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 
Chicago, Feb. 16. 


Seven acts, only two after inter- 
mission, with the showing ending 
near 5 o'clock. Rae Samuels jumped 
in from Hollywood with a bunch of 
new songs and a new pianist, Jack 
Carroll, formerly with Sophie Tuck- 
er. She fed the audience an open- 
ing ballad, three comic numbers, 
one a wow called “Real Estate,” and 
closed 20 worthwhile minutes with 
a touching ballad to which she 
j}added a hot finish. Call for an en- 
core Was not answered. Miss Sam- 
uels closed the first frame. 

Joe Cook, assisted by 50,000 props 
and several people, told jokes, tried 
foot-balancing, satirized almost 
; everything and rode high during his 
| entire act. He closed the show. 

Gordon and King opened the bill 
with 10 minutes of team hoofing 
and singles. After building strong 
the boys anticlimaxed by leaving 
the stage during a sliding-run rou- 
tine. “Woman Crazy,” mountain 
camp skit with Harry Faber, Leta 
Wells, Lew Lehr and Nancy Belle, 
was good for healthy laughs in the 
deuce. 

Frank Gaby, ventriloquist with 
girl and boy plant in the upper box 
went over unusually well, first with 
his song on “The Meanest Man on 
Earth” and then with the dummy. 
Strong all the way but turned down 
an encore, 

Fourth, the DeMarcos started ex- 
cellently with tango and followed 
with classy ballroom numbers. In 
the final specialty Renee slipped 
and fell. It so upset her that she 
fainted as the curtain was lowered. 
Excitement backstage held the stage 
dark for only a half minute. Rae 
Samuels followed after a scatter- 
ing of anxious applause. Renee was 
unhurt. 

Sam Summers and Estelle Hunt 
opened after intermission with cos- 
tumed hoke and wise conversation. 
Although getting the laughs on rube 
appeal the first five minutes, they 
gradually cooled as their stuff be- 
came a bit blue. 

3usiness, with the weather mild, 
was above normal. Loop. 


MET. BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 








Okay bill, a little too long. Joe 
Frisco topped the vaude billing. 
Feature was “Seven Days’ Leave” 
(Par). Biz fair. 


Scheduled running time was 195 
minutes. Second show ran more 
than 200 minutes with unnecessary 
delays. 

Film lineup 
News, 9 mins.; 
lecture travelog, 
and Hardy talker, 
the feature, 81 mins. 
only 62 mins. 

Five acts, none really new. Mas- 
ters and Grayce, and the flash, 
“Woodland Revelry” have changed 
a bit. Bill opens with Uyeno Japs, 
formerly five and now seven male 
acrobats. Did okay for 5 mins. 

Masters and Grayce, mixed duo, 
work comedy chatter, dance and 
songs. Spotted second here for fair 
results. Frank Dobson took the 
middle spot with his bedroom skit, 
“The Love Doctor,” aided by four 
girls. About a woman-hating doc 
who suddenly collapses for a blonde. 
Finale is a round robin with all 
participating, girls doing brief solo 
specialties. Well received. 

Joe Frisco was next to closing 
and rocked ’em with his regular 
routine and a Helen Morgan take- 


included Metrotone 
trailers, 3 mins.; 
9 mins.; Laurel 
20 mins., and 
Vaude took 


“Woodland Revelry” is a pop 
gypsy novelty musical, song and 
dance routine in full stage with 
three girls and five men. Nothing 
outstanding. Principal singer has 
fairly pleasant nasal soprano, and 
the male baritone’s okay. Best is 
a girl violinist. An adagio trio that 
does fairly well. 


STATE-LAKE 


(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, Feb. 14. 

After the first show there were 
six acts instead of the usual five. 
Additional act, Fred and Daisy Rial, 
was rushed in to replace a talker 
short, “Mickey’s Big Moment” (Ra- 
dio). 


Headlining was Louie’s Hungry 
Five, comedy German band from 
radio. Act plaved the Oriental some 


months ago and rated weak, as here. 
Closed the show to numerous walk- 
outs. Off key band and pratt falls 
meant little after the first minute. 

Opening were the Six Marinelli 
Girls, over nicely with novelty acro- 
batics. Tyler Mason, blackface, 
followed, and did excellently with 
talk and songs. Has nice pipes and 
used them for the best parts of his 
act. 

Solly Ward and two femmes pre- 
}sented a fast moving comedy skit 
|that clicked. Ward got a reception 
jand built his act nicely, timing 
jlaughs without a miss. Burns and 
|} Allen, at the Palace last week, were 
big with chatter and nonchalant 
| routine. Act has class and the mob 
jhere recognized it quickly. Louie’s 
;Hungry Five, six-person turn, fol- 
llowew. Draw was evident. 

“Night Ride’ (U) feature. Hold- 
outs in the lobby during the first 
;show. Loop. 
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LOEW’S STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 
New Orleans, Feb. 138. 

Down South they refer to Loew's 
State as Dixie’s gold mine. Without 
any frills or furbelows the house 
has been turning them away for al- 
most four years, without a single 
losing week. Nothing like it below 
the Mason-Dixon Line for Loew’s, 
with the same manager, R. D. 
Toups, and the same policy, has 
shown a profit of more than a quar- 
ter of a million annually. In its 
four years of operation the theatre 
has practically paid for itself with 
a net profit of more than a million. 

This week is no exception. Friday 
and Saturday were tremendous, the 
mob standing in line to view Ramon 
Novarro in “Devil May Care.” Vaude 
section began in swift style but 
petered out toward the end, which 
meant the picture had to stand up. 

Jerome and Evelyn, opening, sent 

things along in banner fashion. Jack 
North fulluwing, held to the fast 
pace established, and D’Ormonde and 
partner proved a heavy click. 
Demarest and Deland, next to 
closing, and Hughie Clarke, suffered 
through repetitious material, letting 
the show down. Some acts remain 
the same while the world passes 
them by. 
The State has had the same ma- 
estro during its regime, Joe Fulco, 
easily the most popular of local 
baton wielders. Fulco and his boys 
satisfy the Loew clientele, sensing 
their requirements smartly. 

State has not taken to the unit 
idea, several that have appeared 
here tending to drop receipts. 

L Samuel. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 

It’s Schnozzle time in Brooklyn, 
and the b. o. is tinkling. In slipping 
the Clayton, Jackson and Durante 
tribe this Brooklyn date the Keith 
office did their families a favor, as 
the Albee is a lot closer to their 
respective hovels than the Keith 
outposts in the Bronx and the 
Dyckman sections. 

The way the trio entertained the 
house, the rest of the vaude show 
could have been sent back to tne 
Keith offices for other assignments, 
Support included “Echoes of the 
Desert,” featuring Truce and Dorae; 
Eileen and Marjorie; Shinese 
Whoopee Revue; Corinee Tilton; 
and Clayton, Jackson and Durante, 

“Echoes” mixed male hoofers with 
an adagio feature; mildly effective. 
Eileen and Marjorie worked hard 
and pleased immensely with their 
ground tumbling. The Chinese act 
dressed up the stage nicely; spe- 
cialties well received, particularly 
the work of the males. 

Corinne Tilton got over here and 
her voice was not lost in the big 
house. Her ace was the stew bit, 
and it set her up right. 

And then the Schnozzles. Much 
of the stuff they have done around, 
even to Durante’s “I Ups to Him,” 
solid clickers. Everything jake, and 
the boys encored in one for some 
funny biz with the orchestra. Trio’s 
“Wood” number is a KO for the 
neighborhoods. Greeted with howls 
here. Mark. 


81ST STREET 


(Vaudefilm) 


Good layout for first half here 
with Charles (Slim) Timblin, still 
under cork, grabbing laugh honors. 
Surrounding bili projected plenty of 
diversified entertainment. 

Jean Rankin and her Blue Belles, 
10-piece femme orchestra, pacemade 
to everybody’s satisfaction, unleash- 
ing a repertoire of torrid jazz and 
vocalizing. Mowatt and Hardy, 
male duo, followed and clicked with 
an admixture of hat manipulation 
and club juggling, enhanced by 
comedy stuff. 

Raynor Lehr, who had been doing 
anm. c. previously, was assisted in 
his own act by Shirley Dahl, nifty 
brunette dancer. Lehr clowned 
plenty and got major laughs. Combo 
smacked over great. 

Timblin, Raymond and Russell 
followed and sewed up as comedy 
hit. Parson sermon gag getting 
over for tops as it usually does. 

Afterpiece with everybody on the 
bill followed and provided addition- 
al fun. “Seven Keys to Baldpate” 
(Radio) screen feature. Edba, 


JEFFERSON 


(Vaudfilm) 


Meagre attendance for the supper 
show Saturday. Customers are no 
pushovers, either. Five of the sever 
acts strove for laughs, but not many 
landed. Bill was really entertain- 
ing. « 

Trio of male acrobats and stunts- 
ers, Alex Melford Trio, on first. 
Standout is the upside-down roller 
skating which one does on a small 
circular table supported by his two 
side-kicks. Dotson, colored dancer 
and chatterer, deuced fairly. Chat- 
ter is hurting results on his good 
dancing. 

Co-Eds, comedy-singing-dancing 
revue, treyed and hit the spot. Three 
femmes and two boys, all capab! 
Besser and Balfour cne of the best 
received turns on the bill. 3esser 
employs genteel Hebe dialect, an¢ 





(Continued on page 45) 
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NEW ACTS 


mnt 7 
MODENA'S Art Flash (15) 
Singing, Adagio Revue 
25 Mins.; Special Sets 
State (V-P). 
Four sopranos and four tenors 


working in couples and giving mu- 
gical support of a semi-operatic 
character keep this one out of the 
well-worn ruts. Finale sock is two 
men and girl adagio arrangement of 
the new body-throwing type. This 
is spectacular and sure-fire, being 
well handled. 

Practically all 
numbers employed are 
rather than pops. That, 
be regarded as an asset 
bills needed variety. 

Numerous changes of set and 
costume create a pretty impression 
throughout. In toto, good produc- 
tion turn. Lond. 


musical 
standards 
too, may 
in giving 


of the 


THREE TIFFANY BOYS 
Songs, Instrumental 
9 Mins.; One 
State (V-P). 

Three harmoneers, 
bits on clarinet, guitar, 
harmonica, suggesting 


piano 
boys 





who also do} 
and | 
may | 


have stepped out of a band. Fairly | 
good deucer at present with time| 
and proper attention plus ambition | 


possibly leading the turn to higher 
and hotter levels. 
Comedy now somewhat uncertain, 
but idea of “staging” numbers 
fundamentally snappy. Land, 


SWAN and LEWIS Revue (7) 
Dancing 





is | 


15 Mins.; Three and Full (Special) | 


Jefferson (V-P) 


A mediocre dancing revue. Swan 


and Lewis, two boys, are supported 
by seven girls, none of whom does 
specialty or is outstanding To- 
gether, with chorus routines, are 
just group of dancers in style otf 
work. 

There is one good girl number 


here, which should be given more 
time with more routines added. This 
is done on a letticed drop with the 
girls posing ana going through acro- 
batics while hanging on the ladder- 
rung supports. Idea is like the one 


used in the web scene in “Great 
Gabbo.” 
Swan and Lewis take the spot 


only once for a duo dance and ec- 
centric number followed by solo ex- 
hibish stepology. 

Closed with the girls doing mili- 
tary taps, with Swan and Lewis 
joining at the finish. Tap work on 
stairs by Swan and Lewis is fea- 
tured in this number. 

telying solely on the dancing, as 
not a word is spoken or sung 
throughout, the turn will find it 
tough going. 

What the act needs is a few peppy 
ehorus routines, as those now used 
are below par. 





WELLS, CRAVEN and LeROY 
Novelty 
6 Mins.; Full 

58th St. (V-P). 

ast novelty opener or closer and 
different. Two boys, mounted on 
what appear to be powerful motor- 
cycles, stage a basketball game. 
Use a large inflated light ball, two 
baskets lowered from the flies on 
either side of the stage, and two 
thin sticks with which to bounce 
the ball, dribble it and shoot it into 
the basket. The girl simply an- 
nounces, acts as referee and re- 
trieves the ball when it gets away 
from the players. 

Both boys race around the stage 
at full speed while playing the 
game with many skids and near 
tumbles. It hboked pretty danger- 
ous and turned out that way near 
the end. The motorcycles bumped 
into each other, became wedged 
with one of the boys legs caught 
between, and couldn’t be _ pried 
apart. Curtain had to be lowered 
before the scheduled finish. Looked 
on the level. 


Dixie VALENTINES (9) 
Song, Dance 
25 Mins. 
Two, Full (Special) 
Englewood (V-P), Chicago 
Well-dressed act with a good- 
looking and capable chorus of six 
girls. Will just make the grade for 
family time after being smoothed. 
Mildred Melrose, a few years back 
Chicago Charleston queen, is mis- 
tress of ceremonies. Her only hoof- 
ing is a hotcha for the fast finale, 
and she should try more. 
Dancing team of two men will 
pass. Act should be improved with 
comedy. 





HARRIMAN, SWAN and LUCILLE 
Dances 

10 Mins.; Full Stage 

58th St. (V-P) 

By adding Warren Harriman, a 
fast buck and winger and a stand- 
out Russian stepper, Swan and Lu- 
cille have greaatly enhanced their 


dancing routines. Instead of a 
mano man whamming at the keys 
hetween dance numbers, Harriman 


bounces on effectively 


and dances 
Act made splendid impression here. 
Swan and Lucille pep things up 


Using speed in a whirlwind acro- 
batic opening, a combined waltz 


and jazz adagio as well as a zippy 
whirlwind finale. Harriman’s hock 
Stepping unusually good. Mark. 





Dusting the Attic 


In Variety’s files of New 
Acts are numerous reports of 
people who have since become 
well known in show 
or away from it. Herewith 
the first of a series of reprints 


OCTAVIA BROSKE CO. (3) 
“Highwaymen” (Operatic) 
18 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Royal, New York. 
(March 9, 1917) 

“Highwaymen” may best be 
termed miniature operatic 
skit. but three 
ple with merely nibbling 
at a small bit to provide a 
touch of broad comedy to the 
effair « Octavia ‘Broske 
and her partner (both familiar 
to eastern yaudeville patrons), 
provide the greater part of the 
entertainment, mostly vocal, 
and while the man’s voice was 
a bit off, perhaps due to a cold 


business, 


is 


a 
Carrying peo- 


one 


the fact that his singing 
capabilities under normal cir- 
cumstances are generally 


considered excel- 
the ultimate suc- 
turn. 

are 


and 
assures 
of this 

The numbers 
fitted to the theme 


wa is a 


known 
lent 
cess 
especially 
“High- 
of 


as 


piece 
and, 

natural 

should 


ymen” rood 


vaudeville property 
with the 


eliminated, 


aforesaid, 
handicap 
connect. 


Mrs. partner, who 
would have been good in 1917 
if he hadn’t seemed to have a 
cold, is now a Paramount pic- 
ture star—George Bancroft. 


Broske’s 


| 


| 








Italy and U. S. Films 


(Continued from page 7) 








In Paris— 











A Continued from page 6) 
talking films in a foreign language] | ‘ re : I ; | 
ihaie i ae whee © 
might introduce here, and a revoca- kies as in boc tleg America; net 
ltion of the prohibition is very un- | strictly as much, but normally half} 
: " . 7 naa ee ep " venieeceies T 
likely. So much so that it is learned | Broadway's scale at any average 
from the American agencies here | restaurant for a whisky-soda, it’s | 

P h ite ininte + ‘ : . 
ithat the tendency generally in | In the nite joints, at the bars ved 
Italv is to make things more diffi- | 80c. to $1.20 for a replica of U. S.| 
misit for American films prohibited beverage that peddle s for | 
| ; E : : eee 1%, ‘ | The ’ lee hay 1e . >| 
Censorship board puts down its|60-75c. At tables, when the nite | 
foot whenever it gets the chance lifers dodge the ch impazgne the nick |} 
me . ye is >0 . Vv For sco h-¢ | 
As one American film man said; |is $1.60 a copy for a Scotch-and. | 
“They are quite ready to handicap Anyway, the chief consolation is its 
is When they get the chance.” eee mer an Fst ees g aft 
quar or 1e wit oy, comparec 0} 

“a ” , 

Case of “The Letter the $20 and $25 for the California 

A notabe exampe of the change | prane, seems a better buy relatively 
over to place American films ©n| put that 10 is murder for a country 
the market is the case of Para-/ where they make it in their back- | 
|mount’s “The Letter.” Entire film | yards, 

was based on its dialog appeal, and The Prize Gyp 
, ‘utting suppression of . sd . 
pe , ‘ that I ge i ry + sideharteds fhe prize gyp juints are the Rus | 
; Speech, that has _ ' ; isian cabarets. The French don’t} 
to — Bet lens : t egy OE cane . _ | like "em to begin with, With right- | 
ae ee ee een men eous indignation, should a vodka 
ey el gc Hoge sori poe joint essay a gyp on a Frenchman, 
shortly. Be ay ows ow 4 


| for 
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| some 
| it 
| to 


remedy is going to be accomplished 
this feature. 

Suggestions are being 
compromise. It’s 
would pay American 
turn out Italian 
Italian actors 
population. But there 


made fo 
doubtful if 
producers 
versions, by 


is tenta- 


a 


tive suggestion that something 
might be done on the following 
lines: American producers to shoot 
a part, at least, of their Italian 
language talkers here, thereby giv- 
jing employment to Italians, and at 
|the same time contract Italian ar- 
|tists to work on films especially in- 
tended for Italy. 
Pittaluga 
Meanwhile, there is the Italian 














JEFFERSON 


(Continued from page 44) 
Miss Balfour foils nicely. Comedy 
crossfire contained ample laughs. 

Franklyn D’Amore, with Jack 
Lane, started a bit of dizzy instru- 
mental work. Followed with a gag 
ballet and closed with some straight 
acrobatics. Ballet was the big num- 
ber and drew major responses. Too 
fast and too glib for this mob, Hurst 


and Vogt missed their customary 
laughs. Only the obvious caught 
on. 3o0ys worked smooth and put 


all they had into it, but no use. 
Swan and Lewis (New Acts), 
dancing revue, topped off. 
“Seven Keys to Baldpate” (Radio) 
featured. 


58TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 


For some reason Saturday mat- 
inees never pull much of a crowd 
here. This week was no exception, 
even with two good vaude names 
as magnets. Three of the five turns 
aimed for laughs and all hit the 


target. Other two supported well. 

Wells, Craven and LeRoy (New 
Acts), was a different type of 
opener. Two of the boys stage a 


basketball contest on. motorcycles. 
Dexterous ivory work of Grace 
Doro, in the deuce, found apprecia- 
tion. Miss Doro plays familiar 
tunes in various arrangements, 


Arthur and Morton Havel, as- 
sisted by two comely girls, sprinkled 
lots of giggles. Boys are still doing 
their flirtation act where they rep- 
resent themselves to be their own 
uncles to “make” the two girls who 
live next door. Comedy lines and 
situations got good results. 

Jimmy Savo ankled on next and 
was thoroughly enjoyed. Uses 
mainly pantomime for laughs. In- 
terpolates some grotesque hoofing 
and finishes off with vocaling, 
sometimes straight, but mainly aim- 
ing at the risibilities. 

Another comedy turn, third in a 
row, was Casa and Lehn. Routine 
has been changed from the straight 
stepology which they featured last 
Four look- 


year to verbal comedy. ; 00K-|man Phillips and Norman, Jr., 
ers support well. Opening skit is|povie and Della and White and 
the big chuckle grabber, being @ | Manning. 
parody on motion picture acting “His Birthday Suit” hokiest hoke 
Interpolate a hoke ballet, by Casa |jmaginable. “Where the Sun Plays” 
and Lehn, which was liked. jis in colors with sound accompani- 
Radio's “Seven Keys to Bald-|jment. “His Family Next Door’ 
pate” featured. Pathe Sound News | featured Charles Ruggles and was 
completed. pleasing. 
eee Glad Rags” revue is an all- 
femme affair, on general sum 
RIVERSIDE marization shy of talent. Bobby 
Taylor turn held attention. Phil- 
(Vaudfilm) | lips act de pends greatly por the 
Press policy of film shorts and| work of Norman, Jr., and wit 
vaude hasn't caught on here. The} youngster working the old touch of 
next policy attempt is not known.| nature racket the re is neve 
Shorts on Saturday's bill were of) doubt Went well here with a sm 
an ordinary calibre, and vaude was} audience, 

a typical small-bill layout without | Boyle and Dei.w were surefire 
any names. Wit! their wop comedy. Closing 
On the screen: “His Birthday|turn was Harry A. White and Alice 
Suit” (Pathe), “Where the Sun| Manning. Their travesty adagio hit 
Plavs” (Castle), Pathe sound news|solid, and the tapping of the three 
and “The Family Next Door” (Par).| boys, Al Samuels and Brothers a| 
On the stage: “Glad Rags” revue,| pleasing feature, Trio works like 

Bobby Taylor, Mr, and Mrs. Nor- |clockwork, Mark, 


working. 
| been 


viewpoint to the question, expressed 
by Signor Stefano Pittaluga, the 
biggest man in the local picture in- 
dustry. Pittaluga is going to make 
|Italian talkers in Italian soon. In 
March, his big studio outside the 
Lateran gate in Rome will start 
Contracts have already 
signed with French, German, 
and English firms for productions 
made here in these four languages, 
so that Pittaluga has already se- 
cured himself against a good pro- 
portion of the high expenses of in- 
stalling sound equipment. The ac- 
tors have been contracted, and the 
machines supplied by RCA 
here. Four or five American elec- 
trical engineers have been in Rome 
for some weeks putting things in 
shape, 

Pittaluga owns six of the largest 
picture houses in Rome, including 
the Super Cinema, Volturno, Mod- 
ernissimo, and the Cola di Rienzo. 
The newly inaugurated Augustus 
in Naples also belongs to his com- 
pany. He contemplates producing 
at least three talkers this year in 
Italian. There can be little doubt 
any decent native job will sweep 
the market, as native productions 
have been doing in France, and have 
a good outlet in South America, 
where the Italian colonies are nu- 
merous, especially in Argentina and 
Brazil. 

Pittaluga is also wiring his own 
houses with RCA, 





Agfa in Sarajevo 


Belgrade, Feb. 15. 

Baron Shluga, director of Agfa, 
has arrived in Sarajevo, Czecho- 
Slovakia, to make a “Hunt for 
Millions.” Scenes wiii be taken in 
Dubrovnik, Ragusa, Sarajevo and 
Hercegovina. It is expected that 
everything will be ready by the end 
of this month when the company 
will arrive. 

German film firms evidently in- 
tend to dominate Balkan film trade 
by giving productions in Balkan set- 
tings, thus increasing the draw for 
these countries. 








for Italy’s 42,000,000 | 


are | 


they have a stock threat that makes 
the alleged ex-Romanoff nobles be- 
have, to wit: “You're not French, 
you don't belong here; you're giving 


ius a bad reputation as a take-"em 
nation when you're the real gyps,’ 
and words to that effect. A native 


tested it out on a Russian gyp joint 
and had the maitre d'hotel bending 
himself into knots trying to square 


a threat of local publicity. The 
French are very patriotic and a 
People’s Voice squawk like that 


sue. 





one of the stiffest joints of ‘em all, 
they tilted the Xmas scale for wine 
to 360 francs plus 150 francs “war 
tax’’—maybe for some ancient Rus- 
sian war, nobody knows what—plus 
the Governmental “timbre” (stamp) 
tax of another 10 francs. Makes it 
20 bucks a bottle and led to the 
suspicion this might be bootleg 
stuff or that there’s Prohibition in 
France. Only American umpchays, 
of course, would take such a Dill 
iand settle without squawk but with 
the silent determination not to con- 
patronage or encourage it 
through a wide and freely-spending 
group that goes out regularly. 





| tinue 


| 


Some of the “commissionaires” 
are your best friends. They're the 
commission-merchants who take 
the tourist-shopper around to the 
most accessible shops or pseudo- 
“wholesale” places and get things 
at a cut and, on top of that, get 


their commissions from the shops or 
merchants direct. No extra charge 
to the shopper. Which gives an 
idea of the margin of profit when 
customer A can go into a shop and 
if commissionaire B happens to 
know of it, B can tell the shop- 
keeper, days after, “I sent A in to 
see you and here am I for my com- 
mish.” He gets it without a squawk 
regardless of whether or not A was 
directed by the commissionaire to 
go there. There are others who are 
terrible gyps, working with certain 
joints, but if you’re not a too quick 
tourist, and get to know the ropes a 
bit, they know the ropes even bet- 
ter on your behalf. They like to 
deal with Americans best as they 
spend best and they treat the aver- 
age tourist with an eye to the fu- 


ture, for “recommendations” to 
other tourist friends. They found 
out. One commissionaire, upon 


hearing from tourists that there ex- 
isted a trend to forego the Paris 
gyp-and-take and play Berlin and 
Vienna instead, said he'd take up 
his business headquarters where the 
Americans went, 


30,000 Americans 


There aren’t so many Americans. 
Only 30,000 in actual number, but 
because’ these re usually the 
mooneyed group they are more 
omnipotent due to their prominence 
in the social life at the prominent 
hotels and cabarets. Actually the 
| Poles and Italians in Paris are 15 
to 20 to one over the Yanks, but be- 








i 


if a big Hisso 


what would happen 


(and they're lousy with ’em here) 
would do to one of those toy taxis 
if they ever smacked. Talking of 
Hispano-Suizas, being a continental 
brand, they're still expensive but 
much more common on the boule- 
vards than home. A Buick and even 
a Ford being in the same category 
of a “foreign” car as a Minerva, 
Rolls, Hisso, Mercedes, ete is In 
America, gets more attentio: As 
|for a Packard limousine tl cost 
more here than a Hisso does in 
New York. 
The Cops 
They have the most genial 

yet the most efficient police force 
in the world. In characteristic 
French manner a temperamental 


cabbie may argue blue-blazes with 
a cop to forcefully explain how he 
came to do this or that upon which 
the gendarme frowned. It makes 
you wonder what would happen to 
the bozo who argued with a west 
47th street bull thataway; but while, 
like as not, they talk ’em out of it 
too, proving the policemen’s gen- 
eral geniality, just try and do any- 


thing really wrong here You can't 
bribe or influence a local cop with 
anything. There's a semi-military 
dignity about them that removes 
them from that sort of thing. And 
another item—you can use all the 
| words in the lexicon you want to 
land there won’t be much protest 





| 


would become almost a national is-|for abusive language, but if you're 


ever indiscreet enough to engage in 


In line with this, af the Casanova,|a@ street fight, or any fisticuffs, they 


throw the keys away on you. 

There must be more bicycle riders 
than any place in the world. 
Everybody velocipedes, It’s a popu- 
lar means of getting around and in 
the suburbs as many women as 
stags pedal. 

There are two prices in many 
places for natives and _ tourists, 
especially Americans. Two or three 
of the highest class restaurants, 
which means the highest-priced, are 
only so to Americans. In one spot 
where a couple went for $24 for a 
meal that was really nothing, it’s 
notorious that they have the same 
menu for natives but don’t exercise 
it. They just size up the customer 
and charge accordingly below pub- 
lished scale, 


Check All Cheeks 


You must read every check they 
give you. And “read” it. Looks 
kinda small at first to the New 
Yorker but nobody, waiter or maitre 
d’hotel nor your femme vis-a-vis 
thinks anything wrong of that here, 
From experience it’s gotten to be 
so that it becomes a customary pro- 
cedure because of the way they “err” 
—in the house’s favor. A native 
took this reporter on a tour of 
three spots, proposing this check- 
up as a gag and, as if framed, the 
batting average was 1,000 on the 
attempted gyp. If it occurred once, 
it could have been an accident; 
twice even, but three out of three, 
a paralyzer, 

Even nite clubs give you an “in- 
side” cut on your check of 25%, 
Natives get it chiefly and are not 
bashful to ask for it, nor even the 
10% cut some restaurants accord 
the regulars. A certain favored 
few are even urged to partake of 
the restaurants’ best for some ridic- 
ulous flat sum such as 25 francs. 

You can never be lonely. You 
can safely walk up to any girl in 
a cafe and converse as chattily and 
unconcernedly as if knowing each 
other for years. Or ask for a dance 
(and get it) in any dance spot, if 
unescorted, or even if with another 
couple. Being the odd girl, the as- 
sumption is she wants to drag the 
body around the arena, and there's 
no objection. 


else 


—— 

8S. J. Kaufman’s floating around 
the Continent looking it over. Mrs. 
Kaufman went from the Riviera to 
St. Moritz for the winter sports, 
thence to Sudapest where her 
mother is ailing. 

Danny Simmons, over here al- 
most a year, is going back the end 
of this month. Has to-settle some 
affairs including his mother’s estate 





ing inconspicuous in the highlights 
|} of the city, their presence is not us 
much felt. 
| They have the fastest taxis and 
the cheapest. Even with the in- 
| creased rates the day scale is only 
lrivaled by Detroit’s five cent per 
|} quarter (20c a mile) straight. tut; resulting from her death by ac- 
|'who would dare to give an Ameri-| cident. 
can cabbie a four cent tip? It’s 
enough here, however, up to a 10 An ex-pug with a top-tenor yen 
france ride. As for speed they put a|/iS Sammy Pierce, former leather- 
Times square “cowboy” in slow mo-| Pusher, who waxes mellow at 
tion. In characteristic continental; Harry’s New York Bar and at 
fashion most cars are small in | Sligntest provocation steals the 
}| build, especially designed for speed | floor from Curt Smith, Roy Barton, 
land ready extrication from traffic} Harry Rieser, et al., and gives out 
ltange! and the way they shoot in| heavy pash ballads in Rudy Vallee 
and out of traffic is enough to make | manner Pierce is a curious study, 
any hardened cab rider’s stomach| with the ringside beak under the 
lo acrobatics. Just to make it cer- | spe t, doing torch songs, and how! 
tain, they have no speed iaws. Yet} Latter! nite club impresario and 
the percentage of accidents in s 
; prisingly low. One hates to thin) 


ma 


nager during sea- 


! rit? 
wh Sh ade 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 19, 1930 























Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (Feb. 22) 
THIS WEEK (Feb. 15) 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 








LONDON 
Week of Feb. 17 


FINSBURY 
Empire 


PARK 


Funny Face 
LONDON 
Hippodrome 
Mr Cinders 
Victoria Palace 
Gus Fowler 
Rich & Galvin 
Handers & Millis 


PROVI 


ENGLAND 


| 
| 


Iee Mason & Scott} 
|: Joe Boganny 
The Jovers 

He ell & Day 

| Dora Maughan 

| NEW CROSS 
Empire 

Adventures of P’k'r 


STRATFORD 
Empire 
Goodness 


Sake 


i For 


NCIAL 


ee 








BIRMINGHAM LEEDS 
Empire Empire 
Will Fyfte Hit the Deck 
Bert Errol , 
Marine & Maurice edi 
8 Scala Girls . 
Eddie Julian Co LIVERPOOL 
Dale & Clifford Empire 
Surrey & Sussex Love Lies 
The Lyntons MANCHESTER 
Grand Palace 
Formby'’s G'd Deed | Show's the Thing 
i. NEWCASTLE 
rr > Empire 
BLASS FOOL Wake Up & Dream 
Grand / ‘ 
The Edge of Life NEW PORT 
Opera House Empire 
The New Moon All Right on W F 
BRADFORD NOTTINGHAM 
Alhambra Empire 
Covent G'a'n O Co] Lucky Girl 
CARDIFF Royal 
ganate Love Lies 
The reet Singer PORTSMOUTH 
EDINBt RGH Royal 
Empire Charlie Peace 
Journey’s End SHEFFIELD 
GLASGOW Empire 
Alhambra Parisian Pleasures 
Ho'd Everything SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire Empire 
Show's the Thing Mr Cinders 
HANLEY SOUTHSEA 
Grand King's 
League of N’ghbors! The Limping Man 
HULL SWANSEA 
Palace | Empire 
The Apple Cart This Year of Grace 





Picture 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (21) 
Herman Timberg 

Barbara Blair 

Oliver Harris 
Leo Chalzel 
Sammy Timberg 
Billy aylor 


“Pearls” 
Shaw & 
Desha & Sansone 
Jerry Coe & Bros 
Tito Coral 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Devil May Care” 
Paramount (15) 
“Aladdin's Revels’ 
Du Callion 
Renie Riano 
Ray Teal 
4 Cheer Leaders 
Gamberelli Girls 
“D'ng'r’s Paradise” 
Roxy (15) 
Von Grona Dancers 
Harold Van Duzee 
Jose Santiago 
Mischa Voljanin 
Beatrice Belkin 
Patricia Bowman 
Leonide Massine 
Markert Roxyettes 
“Happy Days” 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Avalon ( 
Charlie Crafts Bd 
Andersons 
Senator Murphy 
Byron & Willis 
Capitol (14) 
Cookie’s Bd 
Johnny Payne 
Mulroy McN & R 
Gil Lamb 


Theatres | 
5 
| Stratford (14) 
; Tel Leary 
jernard & Henrie 


Elsa Greenwald Co 

Walzer & Y)yer 
Tivoli (14) 

“Sky Harbor” 

Frankie Mas ters Ba 

Herschel Henlere 

Collette Sis 

Giersdorf Sis 

Cleo Floyd 

Jimmy Ray 

“Laughing Lady" 
Uptown (14) 

“Mardi Gras’’ U 

Al Kvale Bd 

4 Ortons 

2 Gobs 

Dorothy Neville 

4 Harmonists 

2 Royal Midgets 

Fred Evans Ens’ble 

“Laughing Lady” 

BO 


STON 
Metropolitan (15) 
“Everyb’dy Happy” 
Ted Lewis Orch 
“Slightly Scarlet” 

State (15) 
Venita Gould 
Rose & Ray Lyte 
Jack Miller Bd 
Harry Rodgers 
“Ship F’m Sh'ghai” 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (15) 
“Ace High’’ Unit 
Jed Dooley 
Charlotte Ayres 
Clifford & Healy 
“D'ng’r’s Paradise” 
BUFFALO 
Baffalo (15) 
“Now & Then” J 














job La Salle 
|} Paul Kirklaad 
Bard & Avon 
Tiffany 2 
Fred Evans Girls 
DES MOINES, IA. 

Paramount 

Ist half (22-25) 

Believe It or Not 
The Great Leon 


DENVER, COL. 
Denver (20) 
“Jazz Clo 


store 


Earle LaVere 
Mary & Bo 
Walter Powell 
Evans Wifis 


poy 





Vina Zo'lle 

Mac 

Cliff Nazarro 
Sunkist Beauties 
“Cameo Kirby” 


Mastbaum (15) 
“Jazz Preferred” 
Verne Buck 


| Jaques Samossoud 


Vynamite”’ 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (15) 

“School Days” U 

Mills 

& Gilbert 

Up” 


Jay 
Hill 
“Burning 








AWAITING R 


REV 





IN EUROPE 
C. B. COCHRAN’S 


JACK POWELL 


EHEARSALS 


UE 














Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 
DETROIT Penn (15) 
Fisher (15) “Laceland” 


“Skyscraper Blues” 
Del Delbridge 
Arsene Siegal 
Samuel Benavie 
“Playing Around” 


Fox (15) 
“Far East’ Idea 
Frank Stever 


Helen Pacnxud* 
M Sanami Co 
Ruth Kada:natsu 
Joan Hardcastle 
Frankie Jenks 
“South Sea Rose 
Michigan (15) 
“Ingenues Gambol’ 
The Ingenues 
Jean Boydell 
Eduard Werner 
“Anna Christie” 
MINNEAP., MINN. | 
Minnesota (22) 
“Shanghai Jesters”’ 
Seed & Austin 
Mary Williams 
Bemis & Brown 
Electa Havel 
Serova Girls 
NEWARK 
Branford (15) 
‘Tip Toppers'' Rev 
Benny Ross 
Winnie Lightner 
Geo Morgenroth 
“Marr'ge Playgr'd” 
NEW HAVEN 
Fox-Poli (15) 
“Columns” Idea 
Rome & Gault 
Niles Marsh 
Nellie Arnaut Bros 
Billy Rolls 
Maxine Evely 
Dorothy Henly 
Barney Rapp Bd 
“Hit the Deck” 
N. ORLEANS, 
Saenger (22) 
“Song Shop” U 
Hal Sherman 
Carleton & Ballew 
Maureen & Sonny 
Faust 3 
Gladys St John 
Harold Hanson 
Armund Sjovik 
Gould Girls 


OMAHA, NEB. 
Paramount (22 
“Painted Meiodies” 
Forsyth & Kelly 

Irene Taylor 
Birdie Dean 
King & King 
Irwin Lewis 
Duval Sis 
Dorothy Berke Co 
PHILADELPHIA 

Earle (15) 

“Rodeo Revels’ U 
Bob Hall 

Bert Gordon 











LA. 


Unit 
Lou Holtz 

Dolores Eddy 
Pearl Twins 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Devil May Care” 


(15) 


& D 


Stanley 


“Modes & Models” 
Dick Powell 
Montrose & R'nolds 
Chester Fredericks 
Duffin & Draper 
The Golden Horse 
“Son of the Gods” 


PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s ¢€15) 
“Silver Flashes” 
Lillian Fields 
Keith Lovewell 
Grove & Leon 
Dore Dancers 
Relli & Lopell Co 
Charles Wilson Co 
May Wynn Buddy 
Willie Mauus Co 
“Song of Love” 


S. ANTONIO, TEX. 
Texas 

Ist half (24-27) 
“Marathon Frolis” 
Joe Browning Sr 
Whitey Roberts 
Jules & J Walton 
Katharine Wright 
Joe Browning Jr 
Gould Girls 


WASH’'GTON, D. C, 
Fox (22 
“Gardens 
Fanchon & M Idea 

3 Slate Bros 

Cliff Nazarro 

Hall & Essley 

Vina Zolie 

Mae Packer 

Sunkist Girls 

Alexander Callam 

Meyer Davis Sym 

Leon Brusilofft 

“Lone Star Ranger” 
15 


Unit 


(15) 
“Jazz Cinderella’ U 
Fanchon & M Idea 
Alexander Callam 
Mae Usher 
Moore & Fal 
Billy Randali 
James Gaylord 
Albert Hugo 
Dorothy & Virginia 
Sunkist Girls 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloff 
“City Girl” 


Palace (22) 
“Gypsy Dream” U 
Loew Unit 


Leon Navario 
“Ship F’ m_ Sh'ghai” 
(15 
“Blue Garden” U 

Loew Unit 








Littlefield Dancers 


Allan Rogers 











Formerly 





JACK J. PETERS 


of “On 


Time Vaudeville Express, 


. V. A. SCENERY EXPRESS 


Welcomes You 
353-355 West 48th Street, New York City 
Six-Story Storehouse—Anything from a Trunk to a Carload 


at 


" Now Manager of 














Chicago (14) 
“Showland”’ U 
Bob Nolan bd 
Geo D Washington 
Rio Bros 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Helen Kennedy 
Floria Vestoff 
Woods Miller 
Dorothea Berke Co 
“Streets of Chance” 
Granada (14) 
“Dixie Doin's’ U 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Joe Besser 
Joe Griffin 
Addie Seamon 
3yron Willis 


r ptr. anada Ballet 


*“Tam'g the Shrew” 
Marbro (14) 
“Hello Sop vnhie’ U 

Joey Ross Ba 
Sophie Tuc ker 
Burns & hissen 
Chief Eaglefeather 
Marbro Ballet 
‘“Tam’g the Shrew” 
Oriental (14) 
“Dancing Around” 
Lou Kosloff Bd 
Lina Basquette 
William Sis 
Oriental Ballet 
“Locked Door” 
Paradise (14) 
“Shanghai Jesters” 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Seed & Austin 
Mary Williams 
Bemis & Brown 
Electa Havel 
Serova Cirls 
“Laughing Lady” 


Phil Lampkin 
Charles Withers 
Tommy Wonder 
Ward Sis 

Mary Harrison 
Gambarelli Girls 
“No No Naneite” 


Hippodrome (15) 

S & L Godino 

Al & F Stedman 

Chisholm & Breen 

A & S Lamont 

“Playing Around” 
Lafayette (15) 


“Art in Taps” idea 
Rodney & Gould 
Jean MacDonald 
Brown & Willa 
Johnny Black 
Al & Hal 
Eddie Lewis 
“Th'2 Called Love” 
CLEVELAND 
State (15) 
“Les Parfums” U 
Wesley Eddy 
Adler & Bradford 
Mills & Shea 
Charlotte Woodruff 
The Golliwogs 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Burning Up” 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace 
ist half (21-23) 
“Marathon Frolic" 
Joe Browning Sr 
Whitey Roberts 
Jules & J Walton 
Katharine Wright 
Joe Browning Jr 
Gould Girls 





“His First Com'd” 
Fox (15) 

“Gardens” Idea 

8 Slate Bros 


Les Ghezzis 

Kaye & Sayre 
Docd & Rush 
Chester Hale Girls 














Joe Termini 
Carter & Aaibu Sis 
(One to fill) 

2d half (26-28) 


Frank Whitman 
Morrell & LD’kwith 


Robinson & Pierce 

Betty Cooper tev 

(One to fill) 

Delancey St. 

ist half (22-25) 

Adolph Gladys & E 

Jack Fooush Co 

Si Willis 


Bronson & Gardn'r 

Seymour P & M 

6 Juggling Nelsons 
2a half (26-28) 

Pearson Bros 

W H Groh & H'nds 

Hyde & Burrell 

Devil's Circus 

(Two to fill) 

Fairmount 





ist half (22-25) 


Hall & Essley “Burning Up” 
: 
NEW YORK CITY | Wilson HKros 
Boulevard Abbott & BPisland 
Ist half (22-25) (Two to fill) 
Manning & Klass 2d half (26-28) 
Fisher & Hurst Maximo 


Mae Francis 
I B Hamp Co 
Tracey & Hay 
(One to fill) 
Grana 
half (22-25) 
Royal Uvena Japs 
Jack Osterman 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (20-28) 
Les Jardys 
Myra Laneford 
Lane & Harper 
Van & Schenck 
Grace Smith Co 

lincoln 8&q. 

1st half (22-25) 
3 Silvers 
Myra Langford 
Watson & Woods 
Hyde & Burrell 
The Cansinos 

2a half (26-28) 
Theima De Onzo 
Dugan & Parker 


Co 


1st 





Grace Smith Co 


Cardiff & Wales 


Serova 3 


ist half (22-26) 
Parker & } 
Keith Wilbur 
Robinson & Pierce 
I B Hamp Co 
(Ore to filly 

2a half (26-28) 
Cahill & Maybelle 
3 Tiffany Boys 
Bronson & Gardner 
Billy Glason 
Castle of Dreams 

175th St, (22) 
Al Evans 
Tito Coral 
Desha & 
Jerry Coe & Bros 
Shaw & Lee 

Orpheum 

ist half? (22-25) 
Maximo 
Harrington Sis 
Yorke & Lord 
Raye Ellis & 
(One to fill) 

2a half (26-23) 
Mulcay 
Green & Blossom 
Jack Norworth Co 
(Two to fill) 
Paradise (22) 
3 Ritz Bros 
Paul temas 
Olive Fay 
(Two to fill) 
State (22) 
Olvera Bros 
Jue Fong 
Art Henry Co 
14 Briektops 
Frankie Heath 
Roy Cummings Co 

Victoria 
Ist half (22-25) 
Odette Chas & M 
Ethel Pastor 
Jack Norworth 


Sansone 


La R 


Gus 


Cole & Snyder 

Castle of Dreams 
2d half (26-28) 

JI & B Cavanaugh 


Hiller & Henrietta 
Hooper Gatchett Co 
Claude & Marion 
6 Davillos 
BROOKLYN 
Bedford 
Ist half 
3 Sma!l 
Masters & Grayce 
Emil soreo 
§ Davillos 
(One to fill) 
2d half (26-28) 
Royal Uyena Japs 
Fisher & Hurst 


Viym'nd & Caverly 
Ralph Olson Co 
(One to fill) 


Gates Ave. 

Ist half (22-25) 
Herhberta Beeson 
El Cota & Byrne 
Van & Schenck 
Nat C Haines Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (26-28) 
Edna Torrence Co 
Masters & Grayce 
Venita Gould 





peqrer 
Orpheum (22 
The Du Pon ; 
3 Rah Rah Gir's 
Will J Keanedy Co 
Joe Darcey 


Signor Friscoe Orch 
CANTON 
Loew's 
Ist half (22-26) 
Laceland 
Lou Holtz 
Dolores Eddy & D 
Pearl Twins 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (26-28) 
Ed & Jen Rooney 


Dixie Hamilton 
Smith & Hart 
Les Gellis 
Benny Barton Co 
CLEVELAND 
Granada (22) 
Fortunello & C’lino 
Cal Emmy's Pets 
Aileen Clark 
Ivan Triesault 
Pavia 
Gus Alexander 
COLUMBUS 
Lo@w’s (22) 
Adler & Bradford 
Mills & Shea 
Charlotte Woodruff 
Wesley Eddy Co 
(One to fill) 
CORONA, L. L 
Plaza 
Ist half (22-25) 
Happy Harrison C 
Zelda Santiey Co 
Sheldon Heft & L 








Keith’s 








NEW YORK CITY 
hester 
Ist half (22-25) 


Hill Billies 
Marie De Comba 
Geo K Arthur Co 
Ross & Costello 
(One to fill) 


2d half (26-28) 
Adams & Rasch 
6 Rangers 
Barry & Whitledge 
Sharon DuoVries 
(One to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 


Stan Kavanaugh 


talph Olsen Girls 
Don Galvin 
Watts & Hawley 
White & Manning 

Coliseum 

Ist half (22-25) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Josephine Harmon 
Will Osborne Orch 
Chain & Conroy 
White & Manning 


2d half (26 
Grohs 


=5) 
Le 





Lillian St Leon Co 
(15) 

Miacahua 

Laureen & La Dare 

Kane & Ellis 

Wells & 4 Fays 

Jim: MeWilliams 

Kitchen Pirate 


Jefferson 
Ist half (22-25) 
Mascagna 4 
Goss & Barrows 
The Rangers 
Fred Stritt 
Henry Bergman 
2d half (26-28) 
Campus 56 
Mowatt & 
Jean Rankin Bells 
Slim Timblin 
Raynor & Lehr Co 
Afterpiece 
2a half (19 
Wilson Kepple 


Hardy 


21) 
& B 


Jean La Cross 


Briants 

Millard & Marlin 
Larry Rich & C 
Larry Rich Gang 











Alexandria & Olson 
(One to fill) 
2d half (26-28) 


Gordon & Day | 

Keith Wilbur | 

Nat C Haines Co | 

Caits Bros 

Ruloff & Elton Co 
EVANSVILLE } 
Loew's (22) 

Dresden China Unit 

HOUSTON, TEX. 
Loew's (22) 

Jerome & Evelyn 

Jack North 

George D’'Ormonde 

Demarest & Deland 

Hughie Clark Co 

JAMAICA, L. IL 
Valencia (22) 

Ted Claire 

Zelaya 

Nina Oginska 





Peg Bates 

Katherine Lewis | 

Tommy Atkins 6 | 

Tom Fulmer | 
JERSEY CITy | 
Loew's (22) 


Calijari Bros 
Serge Flash 
Ken Whitmer | 
(Two to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Toew's (22) 


Archie & G Falls 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Toney & Norman 


Belle Baker 
Ann Pritch’rd Boys 








EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 


1632 B’way, at 50th St.. 





N. Y. City 





Flynn & Mack 
(One to fill) 
Kings (22 
Eddie Leonard 
3 Dennis Sis 
f Flash Devils 
Bobby Gillette 
Berta Donn 
Cooper & Rodello 
Loew's: 46th St. 
Ist half (22-25) 
2 Nitos 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
R’ym'nd & Caverly 
Raiph Olson Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (26-28) 
Herberta Beeson 
Dolan & Gale 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Cole & Snyder 
The Cansinos 


Metropolitan (22) 
Paul Nolan Co 
Ryan Sis 
Oscar Stang Orch 
B & E Newell 
Modena’s Fantasy 
Oriental 
ist half (22-25) 
Tracey & Hay Co 
Bentell & Gould 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Billy Glason 
(One to fill) 
2d half (26-28) 
Parker & Mack 
Barr & Davis 
Joe Termini 
(Two to fill) 
Pitkin (22) 
Bobby Walthour 
Flo Mayo 
Trixie Friganza 
Nat Nazarro Jr 
Prosper & Maret 
Myrtle Pierce 
Premier 
Ist half (22-25) 
Louvan 3 
Barr & Davis 
Claude & Marion 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (26-28) 
Manning & Klass 
Yorke & Lord 
Wilson Bros 
Merle Smith Co 


a 
Loew's (22) 


Chapelle & Carlton 
Stroud Twins 
Lillian Shaw 
Bill Dooley 
Russel! Markert Co 
ATLANTA 
Grand (22 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Jerry & B Brown 
Al Herman 
Money . 
(One 
BAL TI MORE 
Loew's (22 
Les Ghezzis 
Kaye & Sayre 
Dodd & Rush 
Allan Rogers 
(One to fill) 
BAY RIDGE 


Loew's 

Ist half (22-26) 
Gordon & Day 
Gus Mulcay 
Harry Hayden Co 
Tucker & Smith 
Edna Torrence Co 

2d half (26-28) 
Louvan 3 
Ethel Pastor 
Kelly & Jackson 
Dave Vine 





Carter & A Sis 





MEMPHIS, TENN. 
State (22 
Aurora 2 
Bob Nelson 
Johnny Berkes Co 
Meyers Lubow & R 
(One to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (22) 
4 Uessems 
Primrose 4 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
Dream Street 
NEWARK 
State (22) 
Bloomb’g Alaskans 
Russell & Marconi 
Mary Haynes Co 
Swann & Lewis Rev 
(One to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (22) 
Ed & Lee Travers 
Billy Beara 
Jack Sidney Co 
(Two to fill) 
NORFOLK, VA, 
State (22) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Ed Ford & Whitey 
Lorraine & Minto 
Ann Codee Co 
(One to fill) 


| 
Luster Bros 





3inmi 
PUBLIX UNIT 
FOUR ORTONS 
TWO GOBS 
ROYAL MIDGETS 











Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 
Ricardo Cortez Co 125th Street 
Lubin Larry & A Ist half (22-25) 
Kikuta Japs Hi Ho Boys 
(One to fill) Fox & Corey 

2a half (19-21) Sylvester & Vance 
Jean Rankin Bells} (Two to fill) 
Mowatt & Hardy 2d half (26-28) 
Slim Timblin Vera Griffin 
Raynor Lehr Co Lee & Bert Ryan 
Afterpiece (Three to fil!) 
8ist Street 2d half (19-21) 


Ist half (° 
Maryland Colles’ ns 
Maxine Lewis 


Harry Carro:l Rev 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (26-28) 
Enoz Frazere 
Will Osborne Orch 


Margaret Young 


| Joe Thomas Saxotet 
(One to. fill) 
2d half (19-21) 


Dakin 
Harmon 
Bd 


Harrison & 
Josephine 
Henry Santrey 
(One to fill) 
86th Street 
Ist half (22-25 
Dillon & Parker 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Clifford & Marion 


Thermin 
(One to fill) 

2d half (26-28) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Leslie Strange 
Evan & Lewis Rev 
Josephine Harmon 


Leo Reisman Orch 
2d half (19-21) 
Flowers of Seville 
Johnny Downs 
Ricardo Cortez Co 
Harris & Radcliffe 
La Belle Pola 
58th Street 
Ist haif (22-25) 
Jean Rankin 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Slim Timblin 
Raynor Lehr 
Afterpiece 
2d half (26-28) 
Wee Willie Robyn 
Clayton J’kson & D 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Vie Honey 3 
Pat Henning 
Geo K Arthur 
Earl Faber Co 
Corelli & Jeanine 
Fordham 
1st half (22-25) 
Le Grohs 
Swan & Lewis Rev 
May Questelle 
Clayton J’kson & D 
(One to fill) 
2d half ¢26-28) 
La Belle Pola 
Flowers of Seville 
Roy Ingraham Co 
Johnny Downs 
Harris & Radcliffe 





PITTSBU RGH 
Loew's (22) 
Runaway 4 
Teddy Joyce 
Helen McFarland 
Sally & Ted 
(One to fill) 
RICHMOND, VA. 
Toew's (22) 
Bernard & ‘Townes 
Ferry Corwey 
Lana, & Haley 
Carl Shaw Co 
(One to fill) 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (22 
4 Karreys 
Francis & Wally 
Wally Sharples Co 
Joe Laurie 
Living Jewels 
SYRACTSE 
Loew's (22) 
Gifford & Gresham 
Alf Loyal’s Dogs 
Watson Sis 
(Two to fill) 
TORONTO 
Loew's (22) 
Dave Harris Co 
(Others to fill) 
WASTTGTON., D. C. 
Loew's (22) 
Hungaria Tr 
Milo 
Sammy Kreoft 
Leon Navarra 
(One to filly 
WOODH'V'N, L. I. 
Willard 
Ist half (22-2 
Lane & Harper 
O'Donnell & Blair 
(Three to fil!) 
2d half (26-28) 
2 Nitos 
Harrington Sis 


25) 


Emil Boreo 

Sheldon Heft & L 

YONKERS, N. Y¥. 
Yonkers 


ist half (22-25) 
W H Groh Hounds 
Mae Francis 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Flynn & Mack 
(One to fill) 

2a half (26-28) 





Eton Days 
(Others to fill) 








Bob & L Giliette 
McGarry & Dawn 
Evans & Troy 
Moran Warner 
(One to fill) 
Palace (22) 
Grace Doro 
Babe Egan Redh’ds 
Jimmy Savo 
Arthur & M 
tosita 


Ted 


& M 


Havel 
Ensemble 
Healey Co 
(15) 
Small 
Strange 
Maxine Lewis 
Harry Carroll Rev 
Keane & Whitney 
Willie West & McG 
Phil Baker 
Ann Pennington Bd 
Joe Bonomo 
Riverside 

Ist half (22-25) 
La Belle Pola 
Johnny Downs 
Harris & Radeliffe 
Flowers of Seville 
(One to fill) 

2d half (26-28) 
Ledova 
Eddie Garr Ba 
(Three to fill) 

2d half 419-21) 
Clemens Belling Co 
Wm Ebs 
Jack & K Spangler 
Chain & Conroy 
(One to fill) 


Danny 
Leslie 


Co 


Royal 
1st half (22-25) 
6 Demons 
Murdock & Mayo 
Lubin Larry & A 
Lander Bros 
(One to fill) 
2d half (26-28) 
Gray. Family 
Paddy Saunders 
Billy Arlington Co 
Zill Billies 
Emerson & Baldwin 
2d half (19-21) 
Harrim’n Swan & L 
Le Paul 
John Barton Co 
Chevalier Bros 
Rudell & Donegan 
Ed Carr Co 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (22) 
Lillian Horton 
Henry Santrey Bd 
(Three to fill) 
15) 
Echoes of Desert 





Clifford & Marion 
Odette Myrtle 
(One to filly 

2d half (19-21) 
Glad Rags 
Bayes & Speck 
Mr & Mrs Phillips 
Johnny Maryin 
Rosita Ensemble 

Prospect 

Ist half (22-25) 
A! Barnes Co 
Ashley & Puige 
Versatile Rev 
Mullen & Vincent 
Jerome & Ryan 

zd half (26-28) 
Frank Sidney Co 
Morris & Rappi 
Joe Mendi 
Carney & Frazer 
Norman Thomas 5 
Fr’'m’n Russell & M 


2d half (19-21) 
Emerson & Baldwin 
Joe Mendi 


Vaughn Comfort Jr 
Fairbanks & Hall 
Bernard & Squires 
Vance & E!inore 
Shipwreck Welly 
AKRON 
Palace 
Jean Carr 
Bobby Mae 
Billy House 
(Two to fill) 
(15) 
Thinge 


(22 


Co 


Doin’ 


(Others to fill) 


ALBANY 

Proctor’s (22 
Will J Ward 
The Ushers 

Geo Andree Co 
(Two to fifl) 

(15) 
Anatole Friedland 
(Others to fill) 

BOSTON 
Keith- Albee 
Paul Sydell 
Sylvia Clark 
Any Fam 


(22) 


Chas Be nningt 'n Bd | 


Osborne & C 
(15) 
Mascagno 4 
Nancy Decker 
Norman Thomas 6 
Corbett & O Brien 
Goss & Barrows 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (22) 
Sawyer & Fdd-’ 
Marie Marlow 
Jimmy d Co 
Marty May 
12 O'Cloc) 
(15) 
Lamont 4 
Chisholm & Breen 
Al & F Stedman 
Siamese T 
(One to fili) 
CHICAGO 
Palace (15) 
Gordon & King 
Faber & Wales 
Frank Gaby 
De Mar 
Rae Samuels 
Summers & Hunt 
Joe Cook 
State Lake (22) 
Frabell’s TFrolics 
Fred Lightner 


Lane 


Rev 


ns 


os 


Leavitt & 1.’ wood 
i (Two to fill) 

(15) 
Maringl!li Girls 
Tyler Mason 
Solly Ward 
Burns & Allen 


Louie's Hungry 56 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (22) 
Johnny Elliott Co 
Ryan & Noblette 
Mildred Hunt Co 
Harry Holmes 
Ben Bernie Bd 

(15) 

Jean Carr 
Bobby Mae 
Roxy's Gang 
Fred Lightner 
Billy House Co 

CLEVELAND 

105th St. (22) 
Sawyer & Eddy 
Jack Major 
Bozo Snyder 
Flo Lewis 
Carrie & Eddy 

Palace (22) 
Gordon & King 
Solly Ward Co 
Bob Albrignt 
Chinese Show Boat 
(One to fill) 


(15) 
Zastro-White Rev 
Millard & Marlin 
Nan Halperin 
Harry Holmes Co 
Ben Bernie Bd 

DENVER 
Orpheum (22 
Tillis & La Rue 
Curley Burns Co 





| 
| 


—_— 


(One to fill) 
(15) 
Foster Fagan & Cox 
Morris & Campbell 
Ken Murray 
Chariestons 
Butler & Santos 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (22) 
The Digitanos 
Derickson & Brown 
Powers & Jarrett 
Stuart & Lash 
The Cavaliers 
(15) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Fulton & Parker 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Two to fill) 


M’K EESPORT 





Keiih’s 
Ist half (92-25) 
Lila Campus 
Hughes & Lang 
Brian McDonald 
(Two to fill 
2d half (26-28) 
Ray & Nord 


(Others to fill) 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (22) 
Helena Justa & G 
Manny King Co 

John Steel 
Burns & Allen 
Marveltone 
(15) 

Jack Major 
Danny Duncan 
Sully & Thomas 
Natacha Nattova 
(One to fill) 

MONTREAL 

Imperial (22) 
Everett Sanderson 
Local 


Co 


Viola Dana Co 
Roy Rogers 
Paris Fashi 

(15) 
Will Higgie & Girls 
| Ada Brown 
Claire Vincent Co 
Wilton & Weber 


| (One to fil!) 





|} Harrison & 





MT. VERNON 
Keith's 


Ist half (22-25) 
The Dakotas 
Wm Ebbs 
Peggy Hope 
Brandies C & Mann 
Randall & Watson 

2d half (26-28) 
Murand & Girton 
Le Paul 
Robey & Herbert 
Henry Bergman Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 


Al Gordon's 
Ewing Eaton 
ck Usher Co 

Ray Stanton 

Will Osborne Orch 
NEWARK 
Palace (22) 

Luster Bros 


Dogs 


Dakin 
Spangler 
Speck 
Pastine Co 
(15) 
4 Jacks & Girlie 
Barry & Whitledge 
Pat Rooney Rev 
(Two to fill) 
NEW ROCHELLE 
Keith’ S 
he alf / o®5) 


Jack & K 
jnves & 
Johnny 


Ist 
314 Arley 
Scooter 
Pat Rooney Rev 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (26-28) 
Harry Fost’r Welch 
Peggy Hope 
Corbett & ‘Brien 
Mascagna 4 
(One to fill 

2a half (19-21) 
Murand & Girton 
Mack & Wright 
Esther Ralston 
Lubin Laurie & A 
Paul Paquita & C 

OAKLAND 

Orpheum (22 
P Oukrainsky Co 
Nash & Fately 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
Owen McGivney 
The Wager 

(15) 
The Digitanos 
Derickson & Brown 
Powers & Jarrett 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers 
OMAHA 

Orpheum (22) 
La Salle ¢ Mack 
Blood & Thunder 
Florrie Le Vere 


‘oa 


Chamb’l’n & Himes 
6 Brown Bros 
(15) 


The Meyakos 
Manny King 
(Three to fill) 





2a half (19-21) Aileen & Marjorie Fritz & J Wubert OTTAWA 
Enos Frazere Chinese Whoopee Eddie Pardo Co Keith’s ( 
e Young Co Corinne Tilton Beehee & Kubyatte | Ada Brown 
se & La Tour Clayton J’kson & D (15) Evans & Adams 
Tuespavs JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
HOTEL 
MANHATTAN 


NEW Y 


159 West van 5 


TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 











Leo Reisman Orch 
(One to fill) 
Franklin 

ist half (22-25) 
De Kos Bros 
Kit Kat Boys 
Don Kerr 
Kay & Barr 
All Butts Peaches 
Dave Manley 

2d half (36- 28) 
Ruth Howell 
Joe Burke 
Kennedy & Cohen 
Chas Wilkins 
(One to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Hazel Lee Boys 
Harry F’ster Welch 
Fairbanks & Hall 
Al Rauh 4 
Miller & Velie 

Hamilton 

Ist half (22-25) 
Rhapsody in Silk 
Vassar & Bond 
Richy Craig Jr 
Esther Ralston 
(One to fill) 

2d half (2 
§ Franklins 
3 Rolling Stones 
Goss & Barrows 
Brandies C & Mann 
Maryland Colleg’ns 

2d half (19-21) 
Nathal 
Marie De Coma 
Honey Troupe 
Buddy Doyle & H 
Joe Thomas Saxotet 
Hippodrome (22) 
4 Jacks & Girlle 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Savoy & Mann 
Franklin D'Amour 
Glenn & Jenkins 


6-28) 








Dachwtek 

Ist half «22-25) 
The Skatells 
Larry Riley Co 
Nelson & Parish 
Bert Walton 
(One to fill) 

2d half (26-28) 
Ashley & Paige 
A Close Shave 
Fred Stritt Co 
Willie West & McG 
(Ore to fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Betty Sherinan Co 
Mary Ardis 
Emerson & Baldwin 
Heavenly Rest 
Clayton & Leonora 
Maryland Colleg'ns 

Kenmore 

Ist half (22-25) 
Echoes of Desert 
Leslie Strange 


Larry Rich & C 
Larry Rich Friends 
(One to fill) 

2d half (26-28) 
— ee Lewis 
Harry Carroll Rev 


(Three re fill) 

2d half (19-21) 
Jack Hayes Rev 
Fynan & Dorris 
Odette Myrtle 
Jones & Ray 
Kikutas Japs 

Madison 

ist half (22-25) 
Murard & Girton 
Jones & Rae 
Margaret Young 
Roy Ingraham Bd 
(One to fill) 

2a half (26-28) 
Stan Kavanauek 
Dillon & Parker 





La Salle & 
Chamb'l'n & Himes 
Blood & Thunder 
Brown Bros 
Ficrrie La Vere 
FLUSHING 
Keith's 
Ist haif (22-25) 
Eliz Morgan Co 
Earl Faber 
Odette Myrtle 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (26-28) 
White & Manning 
Bert Walten 
Thermin 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Wells Craven & L 
Grace Doro 
Arthur & M Havel 
Jimmy Savo 
Hollywood Rev 
JERSEY CITY 
State 
Ist half (22-25) 
Danny Small Co 
Niblo & Spencer 
Jack & R Hayes 
Hayden . 
(One to 
2d half (2-28) 
High Ho Hoys 
4 Camerons 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
Robbins 3 
Al & Lo'ise Rudacl 
Buck & Bubb'es 
Joe Daley 
(One to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (22) 
Meyakos 
Vates. 


Mack 


fill) 


> 


iwley 





— 


Morris ~epbel 


Ward & Vaa 


Chester Co 





(Three to fill) 
(15 
Polar Pastimes 
Gracie Barry 
Chabot & Tortoni 
Campus 5 
(One to fill) 
PATERSON 
Keith's 
Ist half (22-25) 
4 Camerons 
Patricola 
Kikuta Japs 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (26-28%) 
8% Arleys 
Pat Rooney Rev 
(Three to fiil) 
2d half (19-21) 
Del Ortos 
Jerome Jackson Co 
The Rangers 
Ray Shannon 
Henry Gergman 
PITTSBURGH 
Harris (22) 
McLaughlin & E 
Cecil Alexander 
Victorgraft 
(Two to fill) 
(15) 
Kraft & Laront 


Co 


Brady R'deM& 

Victorgraff 

(Two to fill» 
PORTLAND 
Orpheum (2%) 

4 Cirillo Bors 

Monica & A Ske 


Scott Sanders 
Pepito 
(One fill) 
(15) 

Lee Twins 
Medley & Duprey 
Snoozer Junior 


to 














I 
4 
I 
. 
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i. oe 8 Ae 
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~ Wednesday, F 
’ ebruary 19. 1 
—— 930 
— ’ 
Jack Pep I Rae ames 
ox pper 2 
1 (One to fill) | on tt COMA | a V 
PROVIDENCE | RKO-Pantages (22) | a uth Hamilt : = a A: ites 
Keitir Albee (22) | Boden: ge n Be!f’ds j J 7 Rros hihi Carla Torné | —$$ 4 
jleen & Marior Howard & Mawton Shore & } SAC ney Girls | ME ’ aid ——_ —-—__ ——— 
Ewing Eaton ” a Murdock Co DENY eploore TRAMENTO | ay an pe TENN. SO ; a ’ 
Corinne Tiltcn ill Robinson Tabor Gra OL. Se (21) Prit pheum (22 . BEND, IND : oo ee See i 
Cardini (One to fill) ‘Carnival and (19) 4 Hie! Idea P incess Pat Palace ° } sninnsttieminitiblanimmeeaiehiiigrdaianas 47 t 
Chines - - Poe al Russe’ I 4 igh Hatte | ressler & Kilais Ist half (23 . ne Be + 
- nese Whoopee $ Cirill (15) * untess Sonia i| Hy Meyer rs Dactar & gs Shere — (23 —" ; 
) (15) ri o Boys Alex Sh« “ ‘y Betty - 7 . ( e abb Or _— a & ie — : 
Lare Osborne & C nee. & A Skelly | Scales bene Goetz a Dm i Ww ‘KEE, WBBM Notts rt > 4 
; Paul Sydell & . scott Sander Sam I ise 3 S : uffy | 7} WIs tee Nutty ¢} } a 
; Tiazeed Arabs s } Pepito 5 DETROIT. ‘s Co = pet pe ORE. | Tom ermee (22 ° _ Harris Co ub i 
Sylvia Clark ; (One to fil | ne MICH. recy one (20) | Joe Christy Co (One to fil') b 
/ ‘ ; rk , 1) 4 Fox (20) vertures” . Irene Vermil 2d hal $ 
Chas B nningt’'n Rd Hi ORONTO | Baby Sons H Edison & a Idea | Tex M po lion Co Morris alf (26-1) j > 
OUEBEC ” ppodrome (22 | Penny Penr Idea | Toots N iregory | 5 os cLeod Br is & Shaw tay Long li ' j 
\uditorium (22) vamont 4 22) | Rose Wa terd iington Louise ters 1 (One ry Boys eS nde Derby Bad and marri g lived in Indian: } 
Chabot & Sertos ; Chisholm & B | Pearl 3 Iyda Huff & Manning XN ASE to fill) Three to fill) pr aes arried Florence anapolis theatre 
| Higgie & ope a & F Ste P eg: n ye res ~_ 3 | stolen fey se babes TN ST. LOUIS. MO society editor ft : Ice Lone, now Heie) stock on WW 
S| She rola Str sigue . sVan , ille 25 ‘ ’ . IN ‘ ai the Heights ashingto 
to fill) | Siamese ‘Twins FRESNO SAN DIE sesiare > (22) Grand News.” ’ he Indianapolis ’ ngton 
jaut Bet. Pat F: ret -_ Wilson | Fox (20) iildea No t } RR half (22-25) - 
jautier’s Toy Sho Paris Fashions Ist half (21-2 | “Marble” Id a Norton & . Sush Bros = meat 
Sid I> ped ed Roy Rog a ” Pre _ (21-23) Ma arbl Idea Burgess euid Louis Lo B a hadaie Nia ; 
Boyd Sent “ Weaver B Ta Harris 3 oy Rey ; init + hia surns Mantl ' Mannix (M-G-M 
akaevent nter Co | He Bros no! Birds M'l'ndin & Grig’ (One to -fil os rae Fai! P ; Mantle was on tl exec) Was park . i-M_sstudio 
tarrone & Lacost me Toll evine & } “ Flobelie, & Cherii ROCKF (Two to. fill) ost.” 1 the Denver Schencl irk manager 1] 
(One to fill) a} (One tt ) M = & Char g deny ren. | oy 24 halt, (28-28 encks at Palisade ser for the 
LO HESTER rRENTON ries SAN FRAN fat alace Victor onav. McHugh and J N. J Arthu 
Palace (22) Capitol Esther Car t CISCO |B Victor ¢ Walte y buddi ee Flynn w 
eorens< Rich’dson Ist halt G'I 'LLS “4 2 on te? O me 1} Hampden w idaies then ere nis 
» I Town Rev dBase Grand wa Sane Warth ct aa WICHITA, KAN | na 
, 2 ewis og Green Hot Do y wee Johr * P ‘ 6-1 M i 
Francoise. Densm re - de & Grar Les Klicl oes” Td | Dieh! 8S eee tragedies opal gp Dor meer 24) ry ’ © W ) 
One to fill) Joe J an I i] NI * Ger 1 Ea l H “y 6 M: Vi | Bu ite R py . Ml . Poli's ~ ‘ ne 
Songs & Steps rROY | HARTFORD. D SAN JOSE. an Art ; rw stands d secretary ¥ s as 
feorze B vos mp N JOS fill) WINDS > 
. ge Beatty I’r t ’ 4 : er. J E } OR, 
Vi la Dan 5 i ist in» pr s K b —* . 20) California SIOUX CITY, IA : ( aoitel Cas dw Ss Bex : . rr 
, Evans & Mayer | Be Wah Tr _ Ty & JI Mel ns rre t- at t Orpheum ist halt 4-26 = : te was ‘ pola aut Sr \ + 
| Theramin 7 ovd Sente : WW 5 IeKenna . es Tce . f 29 4) rar ae >. * tor e publisher S 
SALT LAKE CITY (Three to atl) = Viet 2 Naynon’s Birds 2 Daveys art's K AP Wax molar ear ng Ag the Me ! 
Orpheum (22 | 2d half ¢ Helen Aul Mavis & Re'card j al & Manner he to f pul ; ' é ey - , 
Odds & E ue) Pear: 26-28) i ra .ubrey , Mavis & Léd e Freed C | 2d halt - \ ! 
41S ¢ ends Westy > on Bros Mable & M Senny C1 ‘ ‘Tela - wA | I ait 2 1) is , ’ 4 
(Others to fill Clifford & M | Mit & Marcia at Met Ce €l nh Bros ordens ! Lew rT < < 
an ) oT » Marion Petey Mavfair : r « i One to fi a Le Sely ‘ 
(15) | (Three to filiy | Wallen “gil | SE \TTLE. mpbett ) | Maem Jam 
' °d half (19-21 | Ds & Karnes I WASH. ey & Mann nes I es was ness } ‘ Ww 
19-21) | Ha ifth we ais Henr " i {5 I 4 . 
OFFIC! HOLLYWOOD ‘“Intern'l”’ Ide »» ry B. Harris for ; . 
DR. DENTIST TO THE N ia gyptian (20) 1 + ell & ¥F ~s n : Pete Smith was a 
J ys N V_A 4yes Idea ederico Flor ter t t . -uth | licitor : We a writer — 
. JULIA | Candre Mign res " Tale ron the Whi and so- 
3 as N SIEGEL Don Cart B 08 Rillv They rd Ss a e Broun) was (Mr: Hevwood The Plaver.” ite Rats Weekly ' 
rale ¥ 1560 BROADWAY Paul Olsen enim dae Philad« Se dramatie editor of t} kly, 
eek: Hap Haz B & E Bu f SP’G’E’LD, ATLAN' lelphia “Public I } - = 
ard, Harry Welch LONG BI Palace. MASS Keith's a , Kramer ; —— Louis B. M 
Tillis & Wes CH be 9 ted eo. SOae + tag ag v) Bava — s B. Mayer was 
ey tally Be Rue | Gold , pio Be oast ,(58) Trade Idea Vheele! . - | Pie! B ich Girl . vard Veiller was n 1 Haverhill Mass F an exhibitor 
“1 ardo Co Golden Dreams acting & Waraus “Seely exas | ton | » old Petnceds thea manager of Dat tans 
‘ley surns Co | Re. y Tars . Langa . : num Pp teeite D A nd Stoy : ‘ | ee? TEN . neatre | — 
(Two to fill) | Bert Walton = an & Selby arold Stanton — ook & Listen | lajestic (20) lippodrom«e ; 
SAN DIEGO | Cunningham & B Richard Waliv ST. LOUIS, MO le to f | Colleas r Will 1 Hol Alhami : Columbi: Pal 
o Orpheum (22) De Ture ml « B a € o = i & Toki Tet Vox (20) ” ° BIRMINGHAM j - : & Er 4 editor , oO yb i < p ’ | ; i, Hurtig R. i alli € 
. yaynor & oes | UN a Ou ; ; Pretend’ Ri ~\ |} Eddie Sti litor of the Was! ‘ s1e§ > . Seamon’s 
a Fulton & =f. a } a HILL | LOS ANGELES rillyouSt ps 1d Count 7 (19) | Jos hewan : ngton “Post.” G. O sere, Webs na 
Ols & Parker | sas Capitol Loew’ ELES | are logers re 3erni Vici | (On an Co H \far , ad Fields 
(Two & Johnson | eine half (22-25) “stilts” State (20) | Ed roe Forman hers to fill) NEV se. 3) John Ru Herald i. O. H.. ; 
wo to fill) | ickson & (egy Up re Tdea | Rit eney CHARLOTTE . a ORLEANS ny tumseyv was n ; F A \ sha Square 1 ne 
D: (15) } 4 & M Dunedin p in Air Girls =. ane én Orpheum , R ag ag (22) szyceum theatre ager of the ew York Mai ' ammerstein’s 
Sica Fables arry & Whitle MIL » & O'Mall’s : LA, OKLA. Pree half (25-27 | Bri Huling & Seal | theatres. } aiestic and Gat ‘ 
o pe & Warrison | (Two to fill) ledge W WwW KEE, WIS were (20 ~ eason & Bre A , | | tt Wood , Art] dc : , azvew Yor! all } ’ ric 
tuby Norto °d ha ar ; iseonsin (4 —s t'm’I’'n Blues’ Kerr & ae eds ng ee Gail E ‘ Arthur Klei ior bars K, al had } 
Ha hen xtbopny seddanas “4 Lee 5-28) Jarz consin | (20) | Mammy & aon 5 ie Billy M se ign | (Two to an nble urer of } ,lein Was assistant t! “—— 
Fred §S > Ged | Dann; S Parish Wally Jac) dea | Louise & cS Wm De OK LAH(C the Metropolis reas 
SAN Sylvester kK iny Small Co | Nora S eckson i Ted I 3 Mitchell | (On esmord Co oO IMA CITY Bronx polis theatre in t} G ‘ 
BAX SRAROHES ge Pirates l Gu a ler Santi eedford | DALE fill) K ea (22 | xX. ! 1e . ‘uy who ordered 
iolden (¢ " | wo to f ; Gus imore Southern Steppers LLAS, TE anazawa Japs So ‘ . ‘ed T . 
Alexs endef (22) | ea hait (3 | Sylv a Doree UTICA, YY Majestic jt Brooks & gnee Whiskey was im " Three Feather 
Ken Chris sirls | Cardi -— (19-21) Temple Bez . | Gavet “12 | Wright 0) Pileer I tush | Francis Iai rhree Fe: posing on hi 
isty dini | ame auties hace : y (20) : it Douglas ¢ louglas & ancis Reid ;: eather as ris host 
Healy & C | eee ae NEW HAVEN _ Art in Taps’ Id Claudia Cole o jerome & G & Miwere r and Al Stras cents I Whiskev . 
Block & Suhive | cowen af ES an Palace (20) CT. | Myrtle Gordon dea Eddie Dale mae (tina de cas y reporters on tl S assman s a shot. was 20 
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p (15) | 15 Svyncopets amas Melino Co os & Hal er to fill) ‘ - Majestic 99) | } Harry os _— 
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Dog Show Shop Talk Is Blunt ne Dawe! 
But Benching Technique Flossy 3::.<:°".2.2 


The dog show at the Garden can 
certall ve classed with the very 
ealistic type of play which leaves! 
nothing unsaid and the dialog of 


rather breath-taking in 
kennel technique. 

performers of th: 
stage tech- 
stuff and 
None 


which is 
blunt 
The canine 
plenty of 
know their 
presence galore. 


stage 


words of 


have 
They 


show 
nique. 
have stage 
of them suffers from 
but a few of them seem 
peramental. 

Good 
English 
because 
blue 
sheep dogs 


very 


looks certainly count. 
sheep dog gets first prize 
she has a pair of ingenue 
which are the thing for 


eyes, 


Alongside of the handsome beau- 
tifully groomed dogs, the kennel 
people who show them look seedy. | 
The dogs couldn't hope for a more 


contrast, 
where the dogs are 
everybody is busy beau- 


lattering 
Downstairs, 


“benched,” 








Next to the stage door of the 
Palace Theatre. the new home ot 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 


After 11 Years on Broadway 











60 Days for jun 


28, film extra, 
|} was sentenced to 60 days in the 
| Workhouse by the Justices of Spe- 
cial Sessions on plea of guilty to 
He was ar- 
| rested in his home by officers of the 
| West 100th street station Jan. 28 
after complaints had been received 





tifying his or her animals. It 48} trom neighbors. 

jreally a cogs dressing room. They| Carlos told the court he carried 
jare being washed, brushed, oiled, |} the gun for protection from a man 
put into little white Jackets to keep! wno nad threatened his life. 

them clean and almost all of them| ee a es 

ire made up. Their white spots are | ee = 


| powdered, their black parts lavish- | 
ily coated with what looks like eye- | 
brow pencil. About the only thing 


; 
| 


fright, | 

tem- 
| made 
One |} 


The dogs receive more than the} 
usual courtesies bestowed upon pro- | Miami seach, Feb. 18. 
lfessional performers, They are all} Every gambling casino nere is | 
| fed and benched gratis by dog food |dark at this writing. Agitation by 
| comp: inies. Spratts’ would feed the /|the “Herald,” Miami's morning | 
| whole show if there were not other |newspaper, started the war on Dade 
competitors who insist on doing |}County’s open season. Hundreds of 


| 

| 

. . ' 

use is lipstick. | 
evidently a novice | 
bewailing the 


dogs don't 

One young girl, 
it dog showing, is 
fact that all the dogs being | 
up and that her own animal 
will have to go upstairs witheut | 
benefit of cosmetics. It is a bull-| 
dog and does rather look like a little | 
country gir) among a bevy of fol- | 
lies beauties. 


are 


BY FLORIDA 
REFORMERS 


share, 


services 


their Veterinaries bestow |croupiers and attaches of the rooms 
their free and department /are out of work. Boatioads of visit- 
stores and sporting goods stores all/ors here are skipping to Havana and 


have stalls displaying the latest | points where liberty is unrestrained. 
'thing in what the well dressed dog| Merchants, storekeepers and vir- | 
will wear. ltually all other business people | 
There are even women’s dresseS|qependent on the winter influx, are 
made up in the material to match |singing the blues in high G. Orders | 


for ladies 
jand leash, 


a dog's blanket and belts and bags |¢or clamping on the lid issued from | 
to match a dog’s harness |the governor, raiders on the lookout 
Jin every spot. Up until last Friday 








| 
™—=jiplay was wide open. Only the | 

iEmbassy club casino in Miami | 
|closea voluntarily two weeks ago. | 
|Thursday night Edward T. White, | 
|Miami lawyer, and son of the Rev. | 
\J. L. White, pastor of the Baptist | 
lchurch, raided the Roman Pools 








BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly 


Comedy Hit oy Preston Sturges 
Siagea by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 
AVO bay W.45th St. Dir. A.L. Erlange: 
ves.8:50. Mats.Wed.,Thurs.& Sat. 
An powconttl of 25 standees at every perform- 
ance since the opening, Sept. 18, 1929 














MacGowan and Joseph Werner 
teed present 


BASIL SYDNEY and 
MARY ELLIS in 


Kenneth 





Dishonorable | 





CHILDREN OF DARKNESS 


Edwin Justus Mayer 


By 
HF 'y. Evs. 
BILTMORE 265. Sua wea. ‘& Sat, 2540 





Evs, $:40 


W. 44th St. 
2:40 


and Sat., 


Thea., 
Mats. Thurs. 


BELASC 


DAVID BELASCO Presents 


Its a Wise Child 


New Comedy by Laurence FE, Johanson 





2ND YEAR IN 
NEW YORK CITY 


STREET SCENE 


has moved 
from the PLAYHOUSE 
TO ANOTHER THEATRE 
For further information 
see daily papers 
Mats. Wed. and Sat. 


Eves. 8:40. 2:30 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A. E Matthews 
and Lawrence Grossmith 
Eves 


48th St., E. of B'way. Eves. 
PLAYHOUSE 8:50. Mts. Wed. & Sat., 2:30 


Extra Matinge Every Thursday until June 15 








PHILIP DUNNING presents 


THOSE WE LOVE }:* 


By GEORGE ABBOTT 
and S. K, LAUREN 


Staged by GEORGE ABBOTT 
JOHN GOLDEN THEATRE 


West 58th St. Circle 5678. Mats. Wed. & Sat 


—— RS oe —— 


— NIGHT BOAT 


Sailing Nighily at 11 FP. M, 
_ 117 W. 48th os 
IBEGINNIN G| 
|'THURS., FEB. 20th | 


“JUNE DAY 


(THE TEXAS GUINAN OF PARIS) 


om VIC IRWIN 


and HIS NIGHT BOAT BAND 
TYPICAL CONTINENTAL SHOW 
It's Naughtyeal, But Nice 








from 








Reservations-——Tel. Lon. 9550 








“ee 





jcasino, closing the place and con- 
fiscating alleged gambling equip- 
ment valued at $85,000. 


50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 
of S.L. Rothafel (ROXY) 


ROXY 


O Wittinm Fox grasa & , All the other big time casinos 
Saunee ‘HAPPY DAYS locked doors. White announced that 


he had been employed “by local 


Star, All ‘ | 
business men to see that the law, | 


Taking Movietene 


Xo 





GRANDEUR—The New Double Width}. " . td 
Motion Picture 100 stars. World’s jin reference to gambling, was 
Goren “tage sad Serves Show. strictly enforced in Dade county.” 
—Midnight Pictures— The ultimatum includes horse | 

ae pe racing and dog racing wagers, al- | 


FIRST TIME AT POPULAR PRICES 


RAMON NOVARRO 


though books were not bothered at | 








Hialeah this last week-end, while 
in ‘DEVIL MAY CARE’ brow oa stopped cold at the dog 


Metro-Goldwyn sapes All Talking | 


ene see tre a use Night clubs were immediately af- 
. My fected insomuch as most of the 


Bunchuk, Orchestra 





tensive campaign in years. Last 
year there was a two-day shutdown 





At Warner Bros. New York on all the casinos, but orders to 
3 POPULAR STRAND shut shop were telephoned. The 
Price Theatres | “SWenvatre |raiders are personally on the scene 
The mee STAR of] srookhn, |this time. 

GOLD DIGGERS STRAND It is understood that many com- 





LIGHTNER = 


in “SHE COULDN'T SAY NO” with Ch. Morris 


GEORGE ARLISS 
“The Green Goddess” 


WINTER GARDEN | Daily, 
B'way and 50th St. Sun., 


plaints were made to Gov. Doyle 
Carlton regarding alleged gambling 
conditions, and addresses of the 
gambling halls were published by 
the “Herald.” Subsequently the 
difficulty of closing one form of 
gambling and permitting another 
became evident. 

While Miami Beach and nearby 
resorts are silently bearing the pain 
of a season now so tardy the prof- 
its at best would be short, this last 
blow seems decisive in ruining the 
year. 

Many of “the boys” are scraping 
irailroad fare to lam. Numerous in- 
stances of parties arriving by train, 
boat and motor, turned back on ar- 
rival or, departed immediately for 
Havana. 


Chatter in Loop 








2:45, 8:45 
3, 6, 8:45 





Warner Bros. & Vitaphone Talking Pictures 


GEORGE ARLISS 
“DISRAELI” 


CENTRAL THERA. 
B'way and 47th St. 








| Daily, 2:45, 
| Sun., 3, 6, 





8:45 
8:45 














RKO THANK-U- MONTH 


A GREATER SHOW -THATS RKO 








Film row is hockey mad, 








| Francine Larrimore phones her 
KEITH’ Ss macs |mother in New York every day. 
| All the sophisticates at the U of 


A Powerful Combination ef Stars 
ANN PENNINGTON, PHIL BAKER, 
HARRY CARROLL, MAXINE LEWIS, 


| Sudden epidemic of baby-leaving 
ROBT. DANE ad S NEY | on , : 
OBT. KEANE & CLAIRE WHITNEY jon front door steps. Ten in a week. 


| Constance Collier averaged three 
society 


Chicago have taken to ping-pong. 
| Six-day bike race is going into 
| the red. 





pasctoxs th NEAR | j; teas a day one week, society 
for her in a big way. 
| Nate Blumberg, western 


Wednesday te Friday, Feb. 19 te 2! 
GEORGE K. ARTHUR in Person 


RKO 


Ben Piazza’'s reducing machine, 


|} 
PAT HENNING; Others Art Kahn's particular key- 
— Behind the Make- Up roweit | io well” finger, smashed in a door, 
is well again, 
: Ed Pierce, laying off, has taken | 
pencons up the bridge habit, but bids his 
rex no trumps 310. 
@ AVE | Groucho Marx gave the wife a 
Wednesday to Friday, Feb. 19 te 2! |diamond bracelet for their 10th | 
RICARDO CORTEZ | wedding anniversary. 
seouune’ Sowne. Grnere Nan Elliott stands loyally by her 
Talk guns in -the Pan office. though 
Behind the Make- -Up sensi | (Continued en page 65) 


; profits are derived from the casinos. | 
; i Any |The present situation is the most in- 


going | 


 \eeme. will get a miniature model of | 
| Dreyer, on a guilty plea to a charge | 





——- ane 


Broadway Chatter 





Harriet Carling is having her ton- 
sils out. 

Irving Kaye Davis has a new play 
with 160 characters. 





| Val Lewton novelizing “Rogue 
Song” for A. L. Burt. 
| J. E. Stroock, costumer, leaves 


his 
pleasure jaunt abroad. 

Hy Daab’s back. 
| It costs $50 to scatter a beloved’s 
ashes over Times Square from an 
airplane. 


| Friday on annual business- 


Louise Dresser arrived in New 
Prdomeey from Los Angeles, last week. 
Harry Engel back after three 
lw eeks on the coast. 


Con Little, formerfy a company 
|} manager, and Jazz Rogers are con- 
ducting a sea foodery on Bighth 
| avenue, called Con and Jazz. 

Star returned from the Coast 
stated his rival’s picture was shot 
in black and white, but came out in 
Technicolor all red. 

Donn Carney left a 
chorus for ‘an insurance 
his bride, Valarie Petrie, 
was of the Roxy ballet. 

Since Joe Lee painted the front 
jof the Orgheum, Brooklyn, a bright 
|purple for “Shannons of Broadway,” 
he ean’t stop the ribbers, 

Dora and Ed Ford, formerly 
Mabel and Dora Ford in vaude, 


Broadwa\ 
post, and 
formerly 


jare running a coffee shop in Forest 


that Jessel is a childhood crony of 
the columnist. 

Del O’Dell’s name was put into 
the Keith book kept in the publicity 
department for reference as De] 
O’Hell by the innocent young thing 
who makes the entries. 

Johnny Cassidy of Keith’s press 


department moves into a new house 
March 1 that he just bought at 
Jackson Heights, L. I. And he's 
still single. 

Ted Husing says he brok« 
record for words per minute \ te 
broadcastintg the Penn-Colum. ia 
basketball game. Claims to have 


spoken 400 words to the minute. 

Joe Friberg of the Somerset, who 
recently took the pledge to be hard 
hearted, is still letting ’em flop on 
the cuff and still denying he does 
it. 

Princess Elsie, Bill Jacobs’ 
poodle, and the only 
in the country, 
in the poodle 
Westminster 
den last week. 

Ben Serkowich 
list of 800 questions 
culled from trade papers and scien- 
tific sources about proper theatre 
management, which he is feeding in 


black 
one of its kind 
copped first prize 
class at the ritzy 
dog show at the Gar- 


has 


compiled 


and answers 


;}short encores to his readers of 
“Publix Opinion.” 
Mever Plotz now lectures at the 


Cheese Club. He was mentored into 
the organization by Julius Ziegler. 
| They have sun-ray equipment for 








Danger in You're Eyes, Cherie.” 
The ubiquitous Mr. and Mrs. Flo 
Ziegfeld at the ultra resorts and 
fetes in Palm Beach. 
Mary Brown Warburton at top 








Ask Execution Stay Over 
Delay in Filing Briefs 


Judge Nott, of General Sessions, 
on Monday sent a letter to Governor 
Roosevelt requesting further delay 
in the execution of Frederick W. 
Edel, chauffeur, due to die this week 
for the murder of Mrs. Emmoline 
'O. Harrington, actress. Woman was 
| beaten to death with a hammer in 
her New York apartment in Decem- 
| ber, 1927. 
{for the crime and convicted by a 
jury. 

In his letter to the Governor, 
' Judge Nott said that neither the 
| District Attorney nor Edel’s coun- 

sel, Alexander I. Rorke, haji sub- 
| mitted briefs to him as he had or- 
|dered them to do. Until he re- 
| ceives these briefs, the judge ex- 
| plained, he would be unable to ren- 
_der a decision on Rorke’s motion 
| for a new trial. Judge was of the 
opinion it would require at least a 








| week for him to decide. It is un- 
| derstood the Governor will grant 
| Edel a further stay. 

In his argument for a new trial 
,; made a week ago, Mr. Rorke de- 
|clared he had discovered new evi- 


favorable to Edel. 


B’ way s iaiie Under Fire 


Carl Mohlir., 37, 


| dence 


manager of the 


; Mirror Candy Company store at| 
1496 Broadway, was fined $5 in 
West Side Court by Magistrate! 


of violating the sanitary code. 
Albert Weinberg, an inspector of 

foods, 

store rinse used 


dispenser in the 


soda glasses in a pail of dirty, soapy | 
|; water and then permit the glasses | 


(to drain. 

Mohlin told the Court he had fired 
| the cierk. Weinberg said this was 
the forerunner of a drive on soda 
jand drug stores that fail to keep 
. their soda glasses clean. 


Edel was later arrested | 


testified he had seen a soda | 


iHilis, ZL. I. | the house dancers at Loew's 175th 
Records of the New York Su-/! Street, the chain’s newest de luxer. 
preme Court reveal no Fanny Brice | That Peggy Udell divorce actually 
suit against any picture company, | occurred about two years ago. 
although story got big playup in a| There's a speak in the 40's, though 
tab. jthey only gain admittance by walk- 
George A. Wright, Jr., John Gold- |ing through a pitch dark alley. The 
en's ace stage manager, must stay |other night a swanky foursome hes- 
with “Let Us be Gay” on its tour/itated at the edge of the alley be- 
under Francine Larrimore’s con- | cause of the darkness. Two mounted 
tract. | cops standing nearby watched 
Walter Winchell has never/them. Finally one dismounted, and, 
“caught” George Jessell in any of | turning on his flashlight, showed 
the latter's plays. Reason being the group the way. 
By Wallace Sullivan 
Miami, Feb. 15. ,speed, employing all her ingenuity 
Irene Bordoni’s opening at Deau-j|in enlivening her gang of 30 revel- 
ville, where the sporty rich cavort|lers, who meander from yachts to 
in Miami Beach, and the acclaim at-| houseparties and back to night 
tending her singing of “There’s|clubs. Attended one affair, all in 


disguise just for laughs. 

Georgie Price’s premiere at the 
Lido in Hibiscus Island, where he 
acts as m.c. and gives off special 
“theme song” material he wrote es- 
pecially for his two weeks engage- 
;ment there. Imitating the reactions 

of various stage stars who were 
caught in the market collapse. Con- 
current opening of LaMae and 
Josine, dancers who but a year ago 
| were tripping in the lesser spots of 
Broadway. 

The presence of Loretta McDer- 
}mott and Flo LaVelle, ex-showgirl, 
jtanning up at the Roman Pools bs 
|day and pepping around the high 
|spots at night. 
| Florida’s acute chagrin on learn- 


ing the Friar’s Frolic was postponed 


until next year. 
Anita Garvin, of Hollywood, a 
classical picture personality, who 


illumines class spots. 

The inebriated playboy, who, after 
losing all his money, except $20, 
walked from the chemin de fer room 
to the crap table and made 18 pass- 
es, himself hitting for $2,500 

The block long line, outside the 
Community theatre in Lincoln Road, 
waiting to see Greta Garbo's all- 
talker, Anna Christie,” which all the 
folks here flocked to see. Success 
in Florida. 

Bud Fisher, the mirthful rounder, 
| who lay on the floor of the Embassy 
'club drawing Mutt and Jeff on a 
| menu which was presented to 4 
|ringsider holding a lucky number. 

Bud wears a black sash and a black 
handkerchief with his Palm Beach 
ensemble. 

Seems the cartoonists have 
fun everywhere. Bert Green is al- 
lowed to break dishes for the fun 
lof it and has the privilege of re- 
his necktie or suspenders. 
| Rube Goldberg can do anything he 
And he chooses. 





most 


| moving 


| chooses. 


The peculiar difficulty an auto 
concern is having disposing ot t! © 
fine motor car driven here by the 
New York bank teller who ab- 


sconded with all the mazuma. 
Jerry Blanchard’s premiere 
| Embassy and the astonishing change 
jin her blues delivery. Jerry 15 * 
| style show in herself. 
| Which reminis that Sally Mi 
(Continued on page 59) 
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Coast Club Promotions to Sell 
Lots Dry Up with No More Sugar 





Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 


For the first time in a number 
of years, L. A. is without a club 
promotion of some sort. All kinds 
of clubs have been started, beach, 
hunting, social, golf and athletic 
with but few ever getting to the 
building stage. The beach front 
has had about 10 swimming clubs 


flop in the last two years. 
The club racket has been an easy 


one for promoters. With about 30 
miles of beach front there is only 
small space where the public can 
bathe without paying. Most of it 
is owned by private real estate out 
fits who don’t care to have the 
family around. 

In most cases the beach clubs 
have been sold on the ten-down- 
and-the-rest-later plan. As soon 
as enough sugar was in, the pro- 
moters would put up a tent and 
let the chumps hang around. T! 
were told that the « lub house \v iJ 
come later. Later it did, in 
cases, but as a rule when the sec- 
ond or third payment of the dues 


fell due and the club member saw 


the summer leaving, he got cold 
on the club. When enough went 
cold the promoter grabbed what was 
in and blew. 

A number went as far as build- 
ing club houses, but the members 
found that it cost money to belong 
to a club and the boys who bought 
memberships at so much per month 
lack the so-called “club spirit.” 

Others Easy 

Athletic and social clubs have 
been easy for the promoters. With 
so many strangers in L. A. they 
were able to sell the prospect in 
the great advantages a club mem- 


bership would mean in a business 
and social way. Most of these clubs 
flopped before they got to the build- 
ing stage. 


All sorts of hunting and fishing 
clubs have been promoted by real 
estate companies with a view to 
selling lots to the club members. 
These, too, have hit the low spot 
when the members found that the 
club meant nothing but a come- 


on for the sale of lots. 


JOE REILLY, N. Y. COP, 
DIRECTING FOR FOX 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Joe Reilly, director of public 
safety for the Fox properties here, 
did such a good job as technical 
advisor on “Louie Berettie,” now 
called “Born Reckless,” that he is 
heing assigned to another picture 
titled “A Very Practical Joker.” 
sitter is similar to the “Beretti” 
picture in contents of underworld 
life. Since the ex-New York police 
lieutenant made his knowledge of 
underworld tactics known to Fox 
executives and writers, he is be- 
ing constantly consulted on mat- 
ters of this kind. 


“Zeke,” the Speak Terror, 
On Job as Dry Agent 


Since the announcement that 
Ezekiel Keller, police lieutenant, 
has quit the department to join the 
forces of Maurice Campbell, owners 
of night clubs and speakeasies have 
spent sleepless nights. 

“Zeke” fears no one. When he 
was in the Police department he was 
reduced because of his fearlessness. 


He raided political clubs where 
Zames were in operation. Police 
Commissioner, then, George V. 
McLaughlin, upheld him. 


Politicians vowed 
McLaughlin quit rather than be 
Shackled. When Grover Whalen later 
zot McLaughlin’s job the first thing 
he did was to clip “Zeke’s” wings. 
“Zeke” went back to desk duty. He 
then took the examination for pro- 
hibition agent and made an excel- 
lent showing. His time in the po- 
lice department for retirement ar- 
rived a few days ago, and “Zeke” 
turned in his shield. 


TICKET CLERKS’ TRIAL 


Nat Marks, 48, and Jack Harris, 
o® 


-S, both employed by ticket agencies 


4s clerks, will be placed on trial 
In Special Sessions March 3 for 
Violating the ticket scalping law. 


Both were arrested Feb. 7 at Broad- 
Way and Seventh avenue for 
tempting to sell tickets for current 
shows over the legal price. 

_ Officers allege the two men s0- 
cited patrons as enter- 


Inge 


ig the theatres. 


at- 


they were 


— + 





VILLAGE GOOD TIMERS — 
| GATED BY LANDLORDS 


| Nocturnal orgies conducted as rent 


j parties are out now in the elass 
apartment houses in Greenwich 
| Village. 

The older and ramshackle domi- 
| ciles still stand for the all-night 
| hoodlums as long as the rent is laid 
on the line regularly. The latter, 


| however, are mostly dumps on the 
| 





Sunday Dance Recital 
Benefits Up in Court 


Magistrate Dreyer in West Side 
court heard testimony in the 
of Margaret Severn, summoned 
under Sabbath law while appearing 
at the Walter Hampden theatre 
recently at a Sunday night benefit. 
Also summoned were several em- 


cases 


plovees of the Craig and Guild the- 
atres. 

The court called for briefs and 
stated he would render decision 
later 

The summonses were issued to 


the police after complaint had been 


made to Deputy Chief Inspector 
James S. Bolan, said to be at the 
instance of the Sabbath Day Com- 
mittee All three shows were con- 
ducting benefits. 

The cops testified that they saw 


the show at the Hampden and con- 





N.Y. Runaway Girls Can't Alway 
Go Wrong, but a Feller Needs a Friend 





j 
' 


SLOUGH MODEL TRAINER 


| Jerry Austin, 328 Monroe street, 
Brooklyn, midget proprietor of the 
“Broadway Studios,” 152 West 45th 
street, was held in $150 bail for trial 
iin Special Sessions by Magistrate 
Dreyer in West Side Court charged 
with operating an employment 
lagency without a license, 

Austin was arraigned on com- 
iplaint of William Gill, Hcense in- 


| spector, after a half dozen girls had 


| complained that Austin, after ac- 
;}cepting money from them, failed 
[to get them jobs as models. The 
| chief complainant was Mary Mc- 
|} Pherson, 645 57th street, Brooklyn. 
The girl said she gave the dwarf 
i$10 for instruction and $10 for a 
|job. She said the only instruction 
she received was that she was di 
rected to walk up and down the 
jfloor. Later, she said, Austin re- 
}turned $10 to her. Others testified 
that when they went to places 
where Austin sent them they were 


| told they were not the type. 

They were told, the girls said, 
| they were either too short, too thin 
|} or too stout. Austin denied that he 
| had promised any of them positions. 
|He said his school was to teach 
them to be models and that if he 
could obtain positions for them he 
did. 

Austin, who had to stand on a 
chair to be seen, produced evidence 
showing that he had obtained jobs 
for a number of girls. He had sev- 


market and liable to be razed any /|~. : : : 

time for modern apartment build- |idered the dancing a violation of 
| ings. Most are unfit for habitation, | the law. Antone Cane: See 
| but the hobohemians are grabbing |!uecoats called it. 
|them up on temporary tenant terms} Margaret Severn told of the show 
lof one month notice, and are spot- | being a benefit. The proceeds, she 
| ting their sun-dodger revels therein | estified, were to be used for scholar- 
without interference. ships for dancers unable to pay 
The Village has improved as a/jtheir way. 

residential section, which has put a| Paul Haakon, noted Danish 

nuffler on the old rowdy gayety.|dancer, who was making his debut 
Since going swank, landlords figure |in this country at the Guild the- 
| being no longer at the mercy of lease ;atre, testified that his dancing was | 
| breakers and unconscious house/art. And not acrobatic. He stated 
| wreckers and are no longer letting jit was religious and educational. 
| that sort get away with murder. } OD 
| In the better class places the Pe : 
| leasing arrangement incorporates a Ch k R Nit CI b 
| curfew clause forbidding revelry | ec alSing, e u S, 
| after midnight or else. ° 4 
| In a few cases violators of the | Hostess, and Sing Sing 
; curfew clause have been presented| = 
| with summonses in dispossess pro- | 
| ceedings and with the landlords up-| A short fling on Broadway and 
| held by the courts. | the privilege of maintaining a night 
| Playboy element of the Village now | club hostess in Miami cost William 
| admit there is little whoopee left in| T. Murray, 32, an accountant, over 
| New York’s former bohemian cen- | $6,000. Besides this he must serve 
lter. They'll tell you that the money |@ term of from one year and three 
| muggs have stepped in and crowded | months to two years and six months 
| out the merry maker, with the land-|in Sing Sing. He was given this 


lords swinging where the coin is. 
The night ow) group of the Vil- 
lag? say they made the spot and are 


;now being shunted out for the 
| money mob. They swear they'll get 
another as free and easy as the Vil- 





light in Staten Island. 


| Got Past Roxy Ushers 


Julius Solomon, 20, shipping clerk, 
816 48th street, Brooklyn, was held 


jin $500 bail for further examination | 


when he was arraigned before Mag- 
istrate August Dreyer in West Side 
Court on a charge of unlawful entry. 


lage used to be, even if they have to | 


|term by Judge Koenig in General 
Sessions following his plea of guilty 
to grand larceny. 

Murray was arrested on the com- 
plaint of Herbert Sacatt, president 


of the Bonded Tobacco Co., for 
whom he worked. It was charged 
|that the defendant had raised a 


$27 check of the company to $2,127. | 
showed | 


: Inspection of his accounts 
an additional loss of $4,621. 


| In pleading guilty Murray told 
the judge he had squandered the 


money in Broadway night clubs and 
at Miami. He said he had main- 
tained a hostess at the Florida re- 
sort until his money gave out. She 
then deserted him, 


| Solomon was arrested on com- | ith ee ott a 

plaint of Julio Cocozza, orchestra | 

| manager of the Roxy theatre. Co- | SENT AWAY FOR STABBING 

|cozza said he found Solomon in the} 

|pit on the moving platform. | Bessie Williams, 22, colored ac- 
Later, Cocozza declared, he saw | tress, was sentenced to the Peni- 

Solomon about to enter the club | tentiary for a term not to exceed 


room where valuable musical in- 
| struments are kept. He questioned 
|him and Solomon said he was look- 
ing for Morris Tartar, a musician. 





three years by Judge Koenig of 

General Sessions on her plea of 

guilty to a charge of assault. 
Complainant against the 























to Pickford for a new start. | “Sacre,” ¢ xClaimed Senorita Pick- 
Miss Pickford was born in Toron- |ford. “Muy bien! y usted!” 
to, at the time W. J. Bryan was} “I'm muy bien, too,” said the re- 
irunning for President. At the age | porte r ‘Do you think wide film will 
| of five she played a speaking part | ever be standardized?” 
with the Valentine stock cOmpany Ay ban tank so,” replied Fraulein 
of Toronto, where legit was con-/} Pickford. As she uttered the words 
sidered a good training field for | the sky became suddenly darkened | 
choir singers. When she was eight,| and loud peals of thunder rent the 
Miss Pickford appeared in “The air. Then a huge electric sign ma- 
Little Red School House,” later con- | jesti« ally flashed its message to a| 
verted into a best seller by Chic} waiting world: 
j Sale. Her first appearance on] Chaney Talks!’ 


jtism that sets in every Ides of 

March where my finger was cut.” 
Feagen he smiles. “Ides of March,” 
| he explains, “is Yom Kippur on your 
side.” 

Mary Pickford’s real name is 
|Gladys Smith. Thinking of the 
| champagne episode one day, she re- 
arranged the letters in her name and 
found “Glass Hit My D——.” She 
spent three days trying to figure 
|what her “D” was, and then switched 


“Birth of a Nation.” 


During her picture career Miss 


$75 weekly to free room and board 
at the Fairbanks home. 
“How do you 1like 
asked the reporter. 
“Eet ees grande!” exclaimed Mlle. 
Pickford. “Comme ce, Comme ca!” 
“How abovt New York's tall 
buildings?” continued the 
turning over a new leaf. 


America?” 


actress | 


Pickford’s salary has jumped from} 


reporter, | 


|}en girls in court with him to testify 
|; that they were satisfied with the 
| instruction they received and some 
| testified they had obtained positions 
| through him. 


VILLAGE ATMOSPHERIC 
BLACK BELT BRODIES 


Greenwich Village's black belt at 
tempt to slide in as competitor to 
Iiarlem has gone bust after a few 
weeks and with shutters up on most 
of the black and tan joints. A few 
of the colored cabarets are operat- 
ing, but no mixed clienteie. 

Two months ago a dozen joints 
spotted in the colored section of 
the Village sprouted up practically 
overnight as a last resort to stimu- 
late night life in that sector, Most 
of the places were operated by 
whites, some former small cabaret 
operators of the Village figuring 








| ; 
There is no such musician and Co- | was Phoebe Carter, who charged | since the uptown spenders were go- 
cozza summoned the police and|the Williams girl with having| ing heavy for the Harlem night 
caused Solomon’s arrest. | stabbed her in a fight over a man. ee might also get a play in 
| the Village. Help and entertainers 
ss ; were colored with the white back- 
ers remaining in background. 
Bi h ° The joints got a flurry of play 
naccurute LOogTap leS for the first two weeks, but not 
after. The bust is rated as the op- 
erators own fault through exacting 
e : top prices for everything and of- 
Mary Pickford fering nothing in return. Only a 
couple of places had the semblance 
7 of a floor show, while the others 
By Claude Binyon had singing waiters and waitresses 
; c doubling as servers and entertain- 
| Mary (So You Finally Got Around , Broadway was in “The Warrens of ers, and for most part depending 
‘to Her, Did You?) Pickford was | Broadway, ‘ presented by David upon tips and throw money. 
christened “America’s Sweetheart” | melasee, in which she ertgnates and Even the chumps wouldn't go for 
ayn ah | outlived the role of Betty Warren. | the high tariff on food and mixing 
by Sid Grauman, the Aztec rum-; Next came pictures. First was a| waters. The colored cabarets where 
inator. Grauman used a bottle of | 500-footer titled “Her First Bis- no whites are admitted have sur- 
champagne for the ceremony, and | cuits,” and the plot doesn't even | vived the crash and are still op- 
|grovels now every time he thinks have to be imagined. D. W. Griffith, | erating to profit. 
| of it. “It isn’t the champagne that} who made it, later padded it con- | —_—— a 
he must £0. / hurts,” says Sid; “it's the rheuma- | siderably and released it again as! 


SUICIDE WITH DOOR CHAIN 


Ill health is believed to have been 
| the cause of the suicide in a room 
jin the Hotel Manger of Solomon A. 
| Rosenbush, 45, shoe salesman, 24 
| Abbottsford road, Brookline, Mass. 
| Rosenbush ended his life by hang- 
ing himself with a brass chain. He 
j}removed the chain from a door, fas- 


jtened it around his neck and then 
attached it to a hook over the bath- 
froom door. To reach the hook he 
stood on a chair and then kicked it 
jaway 
Girl's Suspended Sentence 
Margaret Zisa 19 night club 
hostess, was convicted in Special 
Sessions of possessing heroin. She 
was let off bv the justices on a sus- 
pended sentence. 
Girl was arrested h officers of 
the narcotic squad in her ay 
j ment Dec. 10 


“NOT TYPE” BUT GIRLS 


| The runaway or lost girl in New 
.York is practically safe, but the 
world at large does not seem to 
Ci about its runaway boys 

| Me sures for Y ite il le 
virtue in the big tow are so tho 
oughly organized that girls cannot 
£0 wrong Innocently and have a 
hard time doing so intentionally. 
The police and even the “better 
class” taxi drivers are connected 


with societies for the protection of 
wandering girls. 


The Travelers’ Aid Society, which 
has much te do with stray girls in 
the big city, is convinced that no 


young girl can escape its eagle eye 
jand come to harm. Travelers’ Aid 
| bureaus are stationed at all the en- 
trances to the city and as soon as 
a girl arrives in town 
lupon, her condition, 
and intentions 
is immediately surrounded 
throng of protecting officials who 
whisk her away to a protecting es- 
\tablishment, get into communica- 
tion with her friends or family, and 
jeither send her home or prevent 
jher from doing anything she should 
jnot do. 

Let the young girl evade her pro- 
jtectors if she can! Even if she is 
ion evil bent she will be found out 
and nearly always kept in control. 

Colorful Charity 

| All types of philanthropists pour 
money into the coffers of organiza- 
| tions for the protection of young 
|; women who constitute the most ap- 
| pealing and colorful charity in the 
i|world. They just must be and they 
jare saved from the world and them- 
iselves. Newspapers, feature writ- 
}ers, never cease writing about them 
and their perils. Newspaper read- 
jers never cease being horrified at 
ithe dangers that may overtake 
them. With the constant and over- 
whelming amount of publicity that 
is always centered upon the young 
girl, she cannot go to perdition in 
obscurity. She is more than pro- 
tected even against her own incli- 
nations. 

| However, the same ad- 
mit that boys who run away or are 
jin any way unprotected left 
their own devices. No one seems to 
jcare what happens to boys. There 
jhas never been the white slave bug- 
jaboo with its reading appeal to 
throw runaway boys into the lime- 
light. Even though he can come to 
harm, no one seems to worry about 


is seized 
antecedents 
discovered, and 
with a 


she 


she 


societies 


are to 


it. The community washes its 
hands of him. 
Who Cares? 


No one is in sympathy with the 
runaway boy. He is never forcibly 
sent home, and if he comes whim- 
pering to some organization to seek 
aid he is told to be a man, to stick 
to his guns. If he wants to go home 
he is told he is a coward. If he 
cannot support himself he is called 
a weakling, and if, eventually, he 
gets into trouble and commits a 
crime he is clapped into prison. 
There is not even a place for run- 
away boys to sleep in connection 
with the Travelers’ Aid Society. 
They are not regarded as a prob- 
lem at all. 

And there are many more boys 
than girls. Last month 34 of them 
came into the Pennsylvania station 
alone. Most of the boys run away 
in search of adventure or romance. 
They have usually had some trouble 





at home or in school and are jook- 
ing for a new break. 
tirls usually run away to New 


|York because their home conditions 
‘are not pleasant and because they 
‘have not pretty clothes. They come 
jto New York with little more than 
| the vague intention of somehow 
getting pretty things. The stage or 
| pictures are the only definite goal 
any of them seem to have in mind. 


“Fingers” 13 Party 


Joe Mulholland, 
| known race track 

,\bagged in a raid with 12 other men 
on the third floor of a loft build- 
ling at 207 West 48th street. 

| Detectives descended the 
unlucky thirteen. The raid occurred 
at matinee time. Many missed part 
of the first act to watch the 
The cops racing c!} 


othe - 


“Fingers” well 


booker.’ was 


upon 


raidaers 


art and 


seized 
paraphernalia, 


Magistrate Dreyer dismissed the 


defendants for lack of evidence. 
Mulholland has heen a defendant 
in West Side court at least a dozen 


times. 
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. in back; green slippers, pink bows. 
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By Mollie Gray 





Baker, the Reliable 

After all these years the Palace | 
still runs its first show twenty min- 
utes overtime. Phil Baker is again | 
entitled to add to his name S. O. 5. | 


(Savior of Shows). And with the | 
most ancient of life rafts, too, but 
any gag in a dance show. 

Ann Pennington dances with the 
Jack Pettis orchestra in two brief 


make an | 
Green 


costumes that wouldn't 
adequate one if put together. 
lace frock with velvet bow at point | 
of back decolletage and circular 
flounce ending fitted bodice; 
slippers. Orchestra a good one. 

Claire Whitney with R. E. Keene 
in a sketch previously done by a 
different company. Miss Whitney 
wore a smart black crepe de chine 
suit, small cape topping one sleeve, 
white bow trimmed blouse, black 
and white chiffon kerchief and bag. 
Slippers b. and w., too, but more 
appropriate for a sport frock than 
a dressy suit. Very good looking | 
grey flat crepe with cape ensemble 
followed, snugs hips and many- 
flared skirt on the sleeveless frock. 
Blue yoke and cape lining was a 
pretty touch. And finally a deep 
yellow silk suit with circular skirt 
and bow blouse, hat of ribbon 
matching. 

Harry Carroll has finally made a 
find, Maxine Lewis with a good 
voice—when kept within range— 
and quite some dramatic ability. 
Frocks nice, too, even if she did 
have to follow a previous green 
lace one. Hers was made more in- 
tricately, having circular tiers just 
over the hips, longer skirt opening 
in front showing another straight, 
but shorter hem. Cute taffeta cuta- 
way jacket encircled by a ruffle, a 
peach shade and coming to point 


pink 


Miss Lewis’ flowered chiffon frock 
fell to a straight hem from a shirred 
band at the hips, deep bertha, pur- 
ple slippers. Revue dragged out 
endlessly even though the girls all 
can dance, nothing changed. 

Joe Bonomo would have played to 
the letter that predominates in his 
name but for Phil Baker. 


Peggy White with Harry Carroll 
at the Palace made her spangled 
costume herself—believe it or not— 
counting up to 8,493 spangles, 


State’s Gentlemen 
George Bancroft, “The Mighty” 
man is he, and that’s all the State 
needs to get an audience. There are 
a few acts to support. Jack Oster-"* 


| double ruffle edge 


| suit 





man, Harry Burns and other men. 
Not a woman until the closing act, 
“Modena’s Art Flash,” consisting of 
a double mixed quartet of which 
the women completely overshadowed 
the men, and some dancers. Tango- 
ing black taffeta lined with white 
“satin, only the front of the skirt 
ruffled, rhinestones at the waist, and 
waltzing in white crepe hemmed 
with ostrich. Another costume con- 
sisted chiefly of crystal fringe used 
a new way, still another also white 
for a man-to-man adagio trio. 


At the Paramount 

“Aladdin’s Revels” is the human 
half of the Paramount show and 
Rene Riano, triumphing in this new 
field, is three quarters of the half. 
Her eccentric dancing and comedy 
were a spontaneous hit. Set is in- 
side of a treasure chest, draped with 
colored pearls and other baubles. 
Orchestra is in silver coats. Gamby 
girls break open two vases and tum- 
ble out in costumes of deep blue 
velvet bodices, beaded green trou- 
sers and gloves to the elbow. For 
a “Pirate Phantasy” they dressed 
the part—fluffy pink skirts, green 
velvet bodices, large, pink, velvet 
hats and gold cutlasses. Finale was 
a costume parade and living jewelry 
tableau. Miss Riano wore brown 
velvet frock with gold apron effect 
skirt, later a green and black bolero 
dress and finally trailing—quite out 
of character—black velvet and gold 
cloth. “Cheer Leaders,” a good male 
quartet. 

“Condemned’s” Pleasures 

Ronald Coleman and his beret, 
Ann Harding and her parasoland the 
most operatic chorus ever photo- 
graphed in a prison make ‘“Con- 
demned” anything but a sentence. 
It’s a pleasure, Ann Harding’s fine, 
ash-blonde tresses are another plea- 
sure, to say nothing of her honest 
eyes. A bit strange she should have 
such a modern suit and white kid 
slippers when leaving the penal col- 
ony after “being married a iong 
time.” according to her husband, but 
that may have meant ma.ital time. 
Also her dark silk negtigee with its 


looked not aged 
enough. Black felt hat and black 
were good looking. 

Rivoli now has “Silence Please” 
signs suspended over the orchestra 
from the balcony. One on the back 
of every seat might help, the per- 
son using the seat 


the party in back gets too noisy. 





Killing Charm 
“Dangerous Paradise,’ being a 
Joseph Conrad tale, must have blood 
and bones and bad, bad men. 
Richard Arlen with an infant mous- 
tache is not one of the bad ones. 
Nancy Carroll is the gal causing 
the census figures to drop—four 
men killed because of her. And, 
she’s in one of those military cos- 
tumes girl bands afflict themselves 
with. Melodrama had some of the 
audience cheering the servant who 
shot the villains. 





A Sailor’s Leave 

“Hit the Deck” is the picture Polly 
Walker lost on the _ screen. She 
must be seen to be appreciated. 
Jack Oakie’s grin almost saves it 
but not quite. Ethel Clayton uses 
an affected voice and smart hat of 
stiffened net, off the face, gown of 


circular skirt with several hems, 
longest hanging in the back. Color 
sequences brighten it a bit, Miss 


Walker then in blue velvet and 
bead-flected net with puff sleeves. 

That story about the bus man 
going for a ride on his day off 
must be true—there were sailors 
watching this sail around the world 
by way of screen titles. 


Mrs. Johnson’s Complexion 

Traveling with Mr. and Mrs. Mar- 
tin Johnson “Across the World’— 
on film—is just about the next best 
thing to the actual trip. Three Boy 
Scouts along and, true to their 
training, when a lioness arrived they 
immediately gave her their standing 
space. Mrs. Johnson is about as big 
as a minute and the method she 
uses to keep her complexion in the 
jungle should be worth a fortune 
both to her and whoever gets the 
testimonial. Thrills and lots of in- 
terést. 


“The Great Divide” 

“The Great Divide” suggests an- 
other use for the Grand Canyon be- 
sides as a receptacle for old razor 
blades. Dorothy Mackaill doesn’t 
seem to have her heart in this one. 
A great cast gone to waste in the 
great open spaces. 


Advertising Relatives 

Larry Rich, at the 86th Street, has 
added the “Keeler Twins,” sisters of 
Ruby Keeler, wife of, etc. Girls, in 
blue frilled blouses and _ velvet 
shorts, do a few taps and retire with 
their experience. Mr. Rich now has 
six dancers, as well as his nine mu- 
sicilans—almost enough to surround 
him. 

Cora Green, being a real trouper, 
knew one bow was enough, but 
Johnny Marvin managed three in 
a split second and went into prac- 
tically another act. Miss Green 
wore black satin with fitted bodice, 
square neck and a peplum over the 
hips continuing into the back skirt. 
Front hem was straight, sides and 
back with deep points, pink lined. 
Pianist in white maline with span- 
gled bodice. 

“Baldpatcs” Foxes 

“Seven Keys to Baldpate” has a 
rusty lock. Miriam Seegar looks 
sweet in a velvet coat with dark 
fur edging its cape collar. Matching 
turban, embroidered. Red fox on a 
dark cloth coat used the width of 
two skins to make a shawl collar 
very attractive. Margaret Livings- 
ton was also foxed, this time white 
on a white coat with animal heads 
meeting in front, and heading the 
double circular tiers of the lower 
coat. An animal also wrapped 
around each wrist. Nella Walker 
wore a mink coat. 


Minor Tragedy 

Screen describes “The Last Night” 
as “a minor tragedy of the reign 
of terror” and it probably was since 
only three men were killed and one 
woman's heart broken. And what a 
hero! The two feminine players 
rather better than usual and as is 
customary the secondary actress is 
the more attractive, stars strangely 
being selected for some other qual- 
ity. Diomira Jacobini was the bride 
who switched partners so easily and 
was pretty when she smiled though 











her efforts to put her heart in her 


being able to! ire 
flash a red light as a warning when|*,~ 


Radio’s Beauty Line 


Pictures made info clerking a 
position—but radio has made it an 
art. The girl who presides over the 
outer desk in film offices may be 
tactful, intelligent and pleasant—- 
but in radio she’s all this and a 
beaut besides. She’s got the radio 
voice, too. 

Cempared to some of the gals 
that decorate the oak and mahog- 
any, leather bound furniture at 
NBC, many of the Ziegfeld lookers 
would welcome a stand off. There 
16 of them who work day and 
night shifts on the five flcors which 
house the chain's offices on Firth 
avenue—and every one of them 
rates the front line in a musical. 

They call ’em hostesses here and 

picking the right type of girl to 
drape the soft and glowing halls 
of the radio chain is such an im- 
portant task that selection is done 
personally by the treasurer of the 
company, Mark Woods, 
" After being selected for their 
jobs the girls undergo a systematic 
training routine. They’re shifted 
regularly from floor to floor until 
they are acquainted with the loca- 
tion and entire personnel. One of 
them is a Russian countess. 

Nearly all are talented along some 
line and often are used to fill in on 
program breaks, some even getting 
permanent mike berths. Some are 
singers; some are musicians of 
more than ordinary ability; others 
dance—and their constant contact 
with the firm’s biz provides them 
with the opportunity of stepping 
into a program any time. 





eyes came under that minor tragedy 
aforementioned. By far the love- 
lier girl was Karina Bell as the 
pert maid who certainly knew her 
mannerism (accent on the first syl- 
lable, skip the second and the third 
means a system). Hero Goesta Ek- 
man who has Hollywood possibili- 
ties and a sensitive performance by 
Fritz Kortner. 


Washable Gloves 
Seems as though everybody's 
washing gloves now. Franklin 
Simon has washable French suede, 
six-button length, in eggshell, flesh, 
beaver, light grey, black and white. 
Lord and Taylor has washable 
glace kid in the new shades includ- 
ing mode, Small cuff, piped or 
stitched, is in a contrasting color. 
Mark Cross has washable cape- 

skin, also with fancy cuffs. 


Shops 

Going to be an interesting suit 
spring, no monotony judging by the 
early arrivals. The Tailored Woman 
shows a cape costume suit of dark 
toned covet cloth, satin blouse; cape 
coat can be worn with frocks. Best’s 
wide variety includes suits of men’s 
wear cloth and cut of course on 
masculine lines though nipped in 
at the waist. Those of grey flannel 
are double-breasted and have wrap- 
ping around skirts, lingerie blouses. 
A peplum suit of dark silk calls for 
a light blouse. Dobb’s hand knit 
suits from France are very very. 

Bolero blouses are everywhere, a 
mesh tweed frock in Best’s being 
sleeveless with the bolero jacket 
tying at the neck. 

The “color line’ wasn’t half the 
problem the waist line now is, so 
Bonwit Teller shows an adjustable 
belt on one gf it’s dark silk frocks, 
pleated gilet contrasting. And what 
a revival for the manufacturers of 
pins for the hair. Growing bobs 
require so many the shops are full 
of every kind and twist, all guaran- 
teed to be just the thing to keep the 
unruly ends in order. 


MARRIAGES 


Elizabeth Walker to Hugo Zac- 
chini, and Gertrude Reigel to Bruno 
Zacchini, Feb. 13, in Sarasota, Fla. 
All are members of the Ringling 
circus; brothers do a “human can- 
nonball”’ act. 

Marie Simpson, 





legit, to Arthur 
W. Byron, artist, Feb. 13 Jn New 
York. Bridegroom is the son of 
Arthur Byron, actor. 

Vera St. Clair, of the St. Clair 
|Sisters and O’Day, to Henry J. 
| Kelly, vaude, Jan. 25, in So. Caro- 
\lina, 

Irene Rosen (non-pro) to Joe 
Fuchs, Feb. 16, in Philadelphia. 
Fuchs is Philadelphia branch man- 
ager for Witmark. 

Marriage license was issued in 
Providence, R. I. to Joseph Francis 
| Harrigan, 325 West 71st street, New 
York City, and Grace Adele Gould, 
142 West 49th street, New York City, 
vaudeville performers. 

Lorena Jones, non-pro, to Fred 
Fink, Jr., Redding, Cal., theatre 
manager, Feb. 5, in Southern Calif. 

Agnes Edert, dance teacher, to 
‘Kenneth F. Macomber, composer, 
Feb. 17, in New York. 
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~ A Hollywood Drifter 


By Cecelia Ager 





FLORIDA CHATTER 


(Continued from page 48) 

style extravaganza at the 
last night (Tues) drew 
times the capacity of the 


Deauville 
several 
place. 

All the big auto tire and rubber 
men here. What club of note hasn't 
had reservations for Harvey Fire- 
stone and the F. H. Goodyears? 

Holly Hall’s closing at the Em- 
bassy. Likewise, Florence, now 
dancing in Palm Beach, and Cor- 
dova. 

The termination of the Mont- 
martre club next to the Roney- 
Plaza, which is now a lesser rendez- 
vous, 


Cliff O’Rourke, now at the Holly- 


wood Country club, and doing 
nicely. 
The brilliant entertainment for 


the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
T. Stotesbury at their Villa El 
Mirasol in honor of Nina Morgana, 
soloist, and conductor of the Minne- 
apolis Symphony orchestra, follow- 
ing the concert at the Paramount 
theatre in Palm Beach. 

The lavish party at the Munn 
vila Casa Amade for Rodman 
Wanamaker, Jr., and Mr. and Mrs. 
Gurnee Munn, who departed for New 
York. 

The excitement at the Floridian 
the other night, when a patron 
tossed pennies at the casters, Carlos 
Chita and Co., causing the act to 
walk off; and the same guy’s repi- 
tition with half dollars upon their 
return, resulting in the three men 
in the act hurdling tables to get 
him. 

The arrival of the Countess of 
Carlisle, Naworth Castle, Carlisle, 
Scotland, who flew to Palm Beach 
from Nassau and swaggered along 
Palm Beach avenue in flying togs 
looking ever so much like a school- 
girl, title and all. 

William Rhinelander Stewart 
strolling the beach in front of his 
cabana. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Emerson 
(Anita Loos) in Palm Beach invited 


so many places they’d need fifty 
proxies to fill dates. 
Grover Whalen, sunshining, and 


if the male fashion experts must 
know, in white suit with blue shirt, 
two-tone shoes and blue and white 
cravat. 

Glenna Collett leaving after a so- 
journ and a great day at the Bath 
and Tennis club. 

One of Miami beaches’ prettiest 
sub-debs placed three chairs in line, 
improvising a cot, and slept through 
the show at one of the smart night 
clubs. 

Knute Rockne lying on the beach 
figuring out formations for football 
season, yet nothing but medicine 
balls in sight. 

Billy Selwyn flying above Miami 
Beach. 

John Golden looks just like his 
name sounds, after the Old Sol 
treatment here. 

Those waffle breakfasts on the 
boardwalk seem to be the thing. 

Girls who play golf must wear 
the skirt six inches below the knee, 
so says the fashion experts here. 
That was the edict after the golf 
show. 

An outboard motorboat race in 
the Deauville swimming pool, Gar 
Good presenting the trophies, was 
one of the unusual sporting events 
of last week—except the race was 
merely for cameramen to grind for 
the talker screen. 

Wesley Pierce 


of Harris and 


Pierce, ballroom dancers at the 
Embassy, and Val Vestoff, have 


teamed in an eccentric dance that’s 
the talk of Miami. 

The Cable Club flopped after a 
few weeks, the owner having spent 
$18,000 advertising on billboards 
from Palm Beach to Miami Beach, 
forgetting to put the address of 
the spot on the signs. 

Flo Scott emerging from the Lido 
club fell down the two steps and 
broke her arm at the elbow. 

Roy Howard and Robert Scripps 
here at the Flamingo. 

Parachute gowns are widely worn 

George Ade has transformed the 
King Cole hotel into a literati asy- 
lum, all the big shot writers in 
the country housed there. 
by smart women, but what a job 
to dance with one on. Some of the 
night clubs look like the gay nine- 
ties with the girls holding the tent- 


|like skirts on the shoulders of the 
i'male. 
‘companions exploiting the fad 


Mrs. Harry Lenetska and her 


ll > 


Woman's loyalty to her hair- 
dresser! The relationship, when 
once established is a more enduring 
than marriage. It is a bond thar 
causes a woman to follow her water 
waver from shop to shop, that per- 
mits no one other than her own 
manicurist to polish her nails. In 
Hollywood this fealty is in a most 
ardent state. 

The number of beauty parlors to 
townspeople is staggering, till you 
remember this is Hollywood. The 
born pretties must take care of 
their looks. 

Dumb Beauts 

Where the acme of feminine 
beauty is achieved by regularity 
of features, expression and indiv- 
iduality become secondary. Some 
faces here are lovely to behold, but 
they don’t seem to be thinking about 
anything, these dolls with wide eyes 
and curly hair. After a while it 
becomes hard to tell one from an- 
other. They might be turned out 
by the dozen instead of each an 
individual creation, looking the way 
she does because she is her very 
self, expressing nobody’s personal- 
ity but her very own. 

It is a question whether the 
standardization of beauty in Holly- 
wood results from the lack of imag- 
ination of the beauty shop workers 
or whether their patrons lack the 
imagination. There is no question 
as to the horrors perpetrated by the 
shops. 

The most famous haircutter in 
Hollywood uses electric clippers! 
His customers offer no _ protest. 
Meekly they sit, while insensitive 
electric clippers give them each the 
same shaved line at the back of the 
neck, 

No variation, all leave his chair 
content with the same hairline, just 
as if every nose and chin were the 
same. At 15-minute intervals a 
new neck is presented for his stero- 
typed treatment. 

The marcel waves of Hollywood 
are the smallest and tightest; the 


permanents, the _  frizziest. The 
water waves lie in orderly, rigid 


dips. The manicures concentrate 
on the color of the polish. 

Yet the beauty business here is 
magnificently lucrative. Shops move 
to larger quarters, redecorate, in 
purely local interpretations of mod- 


ernism, their waiting rooms; new 
shops open. There is business for 
all. 


Holiday times find the shops so 
rushed that to be assured of the 
services of her favorite operator a 
patron must make her appointment 
two weeks in advance. It makes 
the operator seem priceless and the 
customer a lucky creature to get 
her. 

Talk and Talk 

With so many beauty shops in 
Hollywood, each has its own adher- 
ent clientele. The operators and 
their customers are old friends 
who’ve shared joys and sorrows. 
After all, women are a kinder lot 
than men. Tradition has it that 
men resent the chatter of a barber 
when in his hands. That can never 
be said of women. Should it be 
necessary, they will encourage their 
operators to talk, for haven’t they 
found these girls to be full of, and 
generous with, information about 
anything or anyone? 

Women are eager to hear. While 
listening they add a word of their 
own now and then to keep things 
going. It’s gratifying to know who's 
currently going with whom, where. 
How he treats his wife, how on 
earth she can afford those clothes, 

Deposit vaults of information, ex- 
cept that the deposits circulate 
more freely, these beauty parlors. 
Juicy tidbits of gossip may be found 
there by the enterprising. Curiosity 
is one of the better known femi- 
nine traits. 

By whom is gossip so appreciated 
as by those of show business? About 
whom is gossip so fascinating aS 
about those of show business? Since 
the quality of the work done in the 
Hollywood beauty shops is uni- 
formly mediocre, it must be the 
quality of the gossip that gives 
each place its consistent draw. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles MacArthur, 
a daughter, in New York February 
16. Mother is Helen Hayes, stage- 
Father is playwright. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Emerling, 4 
daughter. Father is manager of the 
Loew houses in Memphis. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Bradley, J°. 
in St. Louis last week, daughter. 
Mother is daughter of Bradley 
|' whose property studios supply many 
| Broadway productions. 
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‘has a grand, haunting melody. 
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Uncommon Chatter 


By Ruth Morris 





“9:15” In the Rough 


Having its curtain delayed until 
9:15 pre-supposes a fashionable au- 
dience of late diners and a smart 
tone that is not lived up to by the 
entertainment in the “Nine-fifteen 
Revue.” Its humor has a frequent 


barroom flavor and a coarseness of | 


delivery. There is a way, for in- 
stance, of saying the word “lousy” 
and making it sound like an ultra- 
fashionable expression; there 
another way of saying “lousy” that 
makes it sound like nothing more or 
less than lovsy. WNine-fifteen utter- 
achieve the latter inflection. 
indefatigable chorus—hoofing, 
manoeuvering 
formations and doing everything but 
climbing the highest mountain—is 
responsible for some of the revue’s 
eavest moments. Costumes in every 
case heighten the effect of precise 
routines. 

The chorus is seen first in musical 
comedy versions of § street-wear 
made of sleek cire satin. 
to flesh and black 
Selwyn’s Specialty Girls” add trans- 
parent tuHe skirts to from 
their dressing room for the opening 
number. Kiviette has accompanied 
all the costumes with variously col- 
ored long gloves which work in well 
with Busby Berkeley’s precise 
hand routines. Ignoring long skirts 
for the more energetic numbers, the 
designer has introduced little foibles 
that date the costumes fashionably. 
There are tiny capes and modish 
cape-sleeves, tuck-in blouses, 
touches of lingerie trimming pep- 
lum jackets, and other details dis- 
tinctly dernier cri. First act finale 
gets a brisk start with dresses 
that range from cherry red through 
orange into yellow. A black and 
white ballet, beautifully staged by 
Leonidoff, is cleverly conceived, 
suggesting with great simplicity the 
full-stage and gaping tiers of an 
opera house. A ballet which follows 
takes place at the court of Versailles 
later invaded by the rabble—two of 
them—who, after snarling panto- 
mime of patriotism, turn out to be 
members of an adagio trio. That 
about tops all adagio introductions 
seen to date. 

Ruth Etting croons the nicest 
melodies of the piecé in her warm, 
true voice. Her best number is “Up 
Among the Chimney Pots,” which 
Her 
specialty costume is in flesh chiffon 
topped with an irregular cape col- 
lar and pushing out from moulded 
hips with perfect gobs of shaded 
tulle. The Lovey Girls are sweet 
in jaunty little costumes and cun- 
ning routines. Frances Shelley is 
stunning in the bouffante fullness of 
a dahlia period gown. 


ances 
An 


marching, 


emerge 


Quiet Riverside 

One of the problems worrying 
Those Who Worry is what is going 
to happen to the Riverside theatre. 
Covering shows in the chill of its 
empty auditorium is a dispiriting 
task. Even talking shorts which 
seemed funny in other houses are 
lifeless and boring when unreeled 
for empty seats. It is even more 
difficult for an actor to give a gogd 
show. 

It may be possible that the prés- 
ent bill seems poor because of the 
empty house. The Glad Rags Revue 
opened the proceedings in clothes 
grown to look more ragged than 
glad. Norman Phillips, assisted by 
his mother and father, emoted em- 
barassingly through a sappy script, 
and White and Manning followed 
with their comedy adagio, which 
somehow or other didn’t seem very 
comic. It was all rather sad. ; 


Joan Franza’s Single 

Joan Franza, who used to “Oh 
for a Horse and 2 Sunny Day” as 
an introduction to Jimmy Savo'’s 
clowning, is doing an act on her 
own at the 58th Street. The act 
is a burlesque of the concert grand- 
manner, made amusing by a white 


£own which looks Victorian, but 
could be anything. A diamond 
Uara which tilts at a delicately 
rakish angle, a pair of enormous 


black shoes which peep coyly from 
beneath the dress hem and a feather 
fan which must once have been a 
thing of beauty complete its de- 
classe elegance. Miss Franza has 
a sweet when she wants to 
use it, and has otherwise an ability 
to flat earnestly. The act reflects 
the Savo direction it probably had, 
since Miss ‘Franza also Mrs 
Savo. When the comedy gains 
Smoother flow and unction it should 
be very funny. 

Also on the bill is Grace Doro, a 


voice 


is 


is | 


Zouave | 


Stripping 
lace undies, “Ruth | 


pianiste who impresses vaudeville 


;} more vigor 
ing a 


than accuracy. 
lovely gown 


Wear 
of beige lace 


(that needs more careful fitting) she | 


|delivers extremely clever pianologs 


|The act would seem of a much 
higher grade—and probably not go 
over so well in the family houses— 
if Miss Doro would discard showy 
| tricks and attempts at brilliant 
playing. Miss Doro knows what 
|she’s doing. 
Vaudeville Institutions 

1. The actor who addresses the 

|} audience as “folks.” 


2. The Mademoiselle from 
| booking offices who wears tizht-fit- 
ting black and says ‘“M’syear.” 

| 3. The team of hoofers who wear 
' 

| 


double-breasted jackets, ice cream 


| audiences by sailing into solos with | 


the 


pants, and white shoes with brown | 


leather trim. 


| 
| 4. Imitators of Cy Landry. 
5. a ** Hal Sherman 
ee " “ Helen Kane. 
7. The juggler who insists on do 
ing comedy when he should rush 
| right into his tricks. 


8. The child actor who gets dra- 
matic and is always a big hit. 

9. The straight man who 
|the house while he’s asking 
questions, 

10. The actor who takes a step 
forward as the curtains close, hop- 
ing to squeeze another bow out of 
the applause. 

11. The young actor who brings 
Mama and Papa out for a big hand. 

12. The m. ec. who kills the an- 
plause of the act preceding ‘is own 
by standing in the wings and letting 


the 


be seen grasping the side-drapes. 
13. The celebrity who rushes 
tain speech. 


Grandeur at the Roxy 

“Happy Days,” as the first full- 
length Grandeur film, is a worthy 
experiment. It doesn’t matter in 
the least that the story is mechan- 
ical and that there are minor dis- 
crepancies in its development. The 
main thing is that the wider scope 
camera opens up new possibilities 
to the screen and that it is the first 
step toward more comprehensive 
technique. Dialog will not have to 
be split up into a close-up of the 
speaker and a camera shift to show 
the reactions of his listeners: the 
entire scene can be recorded at 
once, giving a smoothness that could 
never be realized through the small- 
er medium. A new camera trick 
adds interest to musical numbers by 
having a sequence roll up in the 
manner of an old-fashioned stage 
curtain, with a new scene following 
its progress up to the top of the 
frame. It’s an excellent trick for 
giving cohesion to different shots of 
the same musical number. 

Having the alumni of a stranded 
minstrel troupe return to help the 
company out of financial difficulties 
provides an excuse for the intro- 
duction of big names without which 
the picture would be lightweight 
entertainment for all its lavish pro- 
duction. Marjorie White carries 
what plot there is between musical 
numbers. She is an eccentric come- 
dienne with a capacity for mug- 
ging and an ability to make audi- 
ences like her rough-and-tumble 
gamin quality. Lovers of the sweet 
and simple things of life will be 
delighted to find Janet Gaynor and 
Charles Farrell doing a character- 
istic number, interestingly stage’. 
Sharon Lynn and Ann Pennington 
split honors in a snaky hips number. 





Gallant Winnie Lightner 

Winnie Lightner will probably 
never be treated kindly by the 
scenarist of any film in which she 
‘is the star. She may always be 
the “good fellow,” the gallant rough- 
neck, who invents cracks of the 
wise variety, to cover the cracks 
in her heart. The last sequence 





will always find her going into a 
bright number to cover suffering 
jas she loves and is left, that be- 


ling the screen’s favorite way of 
treating its “great little troupers.” 

As the girl in “She Couldn't Say 
|No,” Winnie romps through a sen- 
itimental backstage story with in- 
fectious 
'The dialogue writers, who know 
i\their Broadway, have given her all 


the hard-boiled utterances which 
lcover the underlying sappy senti- 
iment of that street. The only 


trouble is that they’ve given Winnie 
ltoo many Laugh-Clown-Laugh’s— 
even Pageliacci has to take off his 
paint some time. The ring of the 


counts | 


his conspicuously white-gloved hand | 


through her act to get to the cur- 


and mugging good humor. | 








Do You Know That 


Alice Boulden is going to ap- 
pear at the Casanova Club.... 
Paul Frawley is limping through 
his performances in “Top 
Speed” owing to a fall which 





seriously affected a knee.... 
Harry Archer has returned 
from Chicago....Cecil Beaton. 
the artist-photographer, is tak- 
ing buck lessons, and so is 
Anita Loos....Stockine firms 
haven't noticed Irene Del 
roy’s shapely pedals....Two 
different picture companies 
have tried to lure Albert Jean- 
otte to Hollywood....Gladvs 
Baxter sang at a very hich- 


brow musical club at the Plaza 
the other day and was 
swaaaaaaljlll. ..Jack Rarker 
has been ill and out of the cast 
of the George White show.... 
Barbara Newberry has a pretty 
new black dress in “Heads Up” 
...- Horace Brahm is an expert 
at the game called District At- 
torney....Inez Courtney is go- 
ing to move her makeup box 


from First Nat’l to Fox.... 
Louise Fazenda is a marvelous 
pastry cook....Leila Hvams 


plays a great game of bridge. 
If you don’t believe it; ask her 
husband....Jimmy Hall used 
to be known as Jimmy Hamil- 
ton when he was in musical 
comedy....Julia Sanderson 
looked sweet walking along 
Fifth ave. in a fur wrap.... 
Georgie Jessel is making cur- 
tain speeches at the close of 
“Joseph,” and doing it very 
well....Constance Bennett is 
said to have purchased a fabu- 


lously valuable square dia- 
mond in California this sum- 
mer....Betty Starbuck hurt 


her ankle during a perform- 
ance the other night....Ned 
Marin one of Hollywood's 
handsomest supervisors.... 
Mervin Leroy, director for 
First Nat’l, was in town ona 
visit to look over an aquatic 
show he'll direct....Bender, 
right forward on Columbia’s 
basketball team, can teach the 
girl dancers something about 
co-ordination and grace.... 
Jimmy Durante was in line at 
the Paramount Monday; his 
picture opens Friday. 


is 











dialogue and the way Miss Lightner 
delivers it makes it sound like a 
prolonged patter chorus. But the 
film has moments of appeal, never- 
theless. The star photographs best 
in dark .costumes. 





That Lighting 


No effect that the Roxy obtains, 
beautiful as some may be, can ever 
be as gorgeous as the softly hung 
cyclorama which rounds off the 
abrupt angles of the stage and takes 
on a luminous quality under the 
play of lights. It is used this week 
as a background for the Von Grona 


Dancers’ interpretation of Liszt’s 
Rhapsody—done first in silhouette 
against a glowing red light. As 


the light scale rises to a bright yel- 
low with the increasing tempo of 
the music, the costumes are re- 
vealed as silver tunics for the ballet 
and a sleek suit of dull gold with 
black velvet impositions for the 
soloist. 


That cute flower ballet number 
has been taken out of stock and 
enlarged to include a delicate duet 
by Bowman and Massine and the 
usually four-times-daily-dozen of 
the Roxyettes. 





Spring and Summer Styles 

In the shops....Spring suits at 
Bruck-Weiss. Coats longer than 
formerly, nipped in at the waist In 
accordance with the new silhouette. 
Others with peplum, shorter in front 
to reveal the silk blouse beneath.... 
Summer one-strap slipper at Alt- 
man, in white crepe with vamp and 
quarter cut out for silver kid lat- 


ticing. Vamp piped in the kid and 
centered with a cunning string 
bow....Other nice shoes at Saks- 
Fifth Ave. for resort wear: One a 
hand-blocked white cotton printed 
in red, called “The Paysanee.” Not 
too giddy to be smart. “The Vanita,” 
an afternoon sandal made of em- 


broidered straw combined with 
trimming of pastelle kid....The 
latest sleeves elbow length, shown 


by Sax in a collection of darling 
blouses and by Best in the lingerie 
blouses from Paris. Best also fea- 
turing the belted flannel jacket for 
sports wear....Macy showing sum- 
mer dresses in the new “photo- 
graphic print’’....Printed silks 
selling for southern wear at Bonwit 





Wisdom for the Woeful 


————_———— 


By Nellie Revell 


This department, conducted by Miss Revell, has been instituted asa 
weekly feature and is placed at the service of any “Variety” reader. 


Matter submitted to Miss Revell 


will be treated confidentially. No 


|attention will be paid to unsigned letters, but real names wiii aiways be 


suppressed. 


Miss Revell may be addressed at the Hotel Somerset, West 47th street, 


or care “Variety,” New York. 

Dear Miss oO s one of the 
, old established acts. Wetry hard to 
keep up to date with new material, 


new costumes and new ideas, and 
we have been moderately success- 
| ful. We have saved some money 
|}and I want my wife to retire and 
stay at home while I continu 





is because my wife is getting too| 
old. Agents and managers tell me} 
so. Now do you honestly think I) 
should break the sad news and get 
another partner, or should 1 retire 
| with her and give up show busi 
|ness altogether? There is nothing | 
| else I can do, and we haven't enough 
money saved up to live on without} 
working. C. D. 

Answer: Your problem is one of 
the oldest that confronts the pro-| 
fession. It isn’t so easy for a wom- 
an to realize that she is no longer 
young. - But I am sure a trouper 
like your wife will not let you sacri- 
fice your work and livelihood to 
spare her feelings. You tell her 
yourself. It may hurt at first, but 
she will soon understand. 


either working alone or 
other partner. I can't get the kind 
of booking I used to get and have 
just begun to realize that maybe it 


Dear Miss R.: I had a contract 
to play in a picture, rehearsed for 
it, worked in it, and while I got my 


Every scene in which I played had 
been cut out. I feel that my pro- 
fessional standing has been injured. 
Have lany cause for action? Violet. 
Answer: I don’t beiieve you have. 
Unless there are some exceptional! 
conditions in your agreement with 
the film company, I don’t think they 
are obligated to show scenes in 
which you appear. It looks as if 
yours is another tragedy of “The 
Face on the Cutting Room Floor.’ 
Dear Lady: Here is my problem. 
I rehearsed for a show and while I 
didn’t sign a contract I was meas- 
ured for costumes and _ therefore 
concluded I was satisfactory in the 
part. Expecting to leave town with 
the company I gave up my apart- 
ment and stored my furniture. But 
the next day when I arrived at re- 
hearsal I found another reading my 


lines. What redress, if any, have 1? 
Actress. 
Answer: Everything depends on 


how long you rehearsed and what 
arrangement you had with the pro- 
ducer. You should consult Equity. 


taking an- 


salary as per contract when the 
picture appeared I was not in it.| 


$$ $$$ 


| Dear Madam: I have a abv five 
months old and my bookings are 
such that I am playing split weeks 
and making tough jumps l have 
tried to carry her with me because 
she is delicate and requires certain 


and diet, and I am afraid to 
leave her with strangers or put her 
to board. My own work very 
hard and I am not getting the 
proper amount of rest. Do you know 
}of any place where I can be abso- 
lutely certain that the proper at- 
tention will be given my baby? Of 
course I will pay: for her keep. 

Frieda. 


care 


is 


Answer: There are many childless 
; won with maternal ins 
who would love tot 
baby, and no doubt bea 
welcome in many homes. You 
would be very wise, indeed, to leave 
her in the custody of such people 
rather than haul her around the 
| country, not only endangering her 


fine tincts 


ur 


en 
are oT v«¢ 


ila 


AK ¢ 


she wo 


life but placing your own health 
and earning power in jeopardy. I 
wish I knew some one to refer you 
to, but am sure if you consult with 


| friends they will know of a home 
for your purpose. 
Dear Miss Revell: The costumes 


for our act cost a lot of money and 
|; we always open the season heavily 
| in debt for them. A great many of 
our weéks are cuts, and we play 
sometimes four a day. Also we 
have our share of layoffs. My agent 
has informed me that the booking 
office is complaining that we don't 
wear our best costumes in the 
smaller towns, and thereby cheapen 
the act. Do you think we should 
be expected to wear our best on 
the cut weeks and dress the act just 
the same as on the full salary 
weeks? What I am afraid of is 
that_if we wear the best outfits 
everywhere the four a day routine 
will reduce our costumes to rags 
before we even get them paid for. 
Full Stage. 

Answer: Your act, as I remember 
it, is a flash act and costumes play 
a great part in it. If you were sell- 
ing a singing act you would be ex- 
pected to sing just as well in the 
cut towns asinthe full weeks. Still, 
your points are well taken and log- 
ical. The booking office’s concern 
is to prevent acts they know to be 
OK appearing seedy. I suggest 
you take the matter up with Pat 
Casey of the VMPA. I am e.vre he 
will render a fair decision. . 








Teller, and looking so smart that 
they'll soon be appearing all over 
town in advance of the spring sea- 
son. Fruit prints to be as popular 
as flowered designs....Nice elbow- 
length frocks at Stewart’s, witb 
ruffling or bows at the sleeve-edge. 


—_—_ — 


Shoes 

The shoe department at Bergdorf 
Goodman is preparing for the new 
season with models to be in stock 
around Feb. 15. All the numbers 
show fine workmanship, employing 
elaborate detail in a manner neither 
showy nor cheap. 


Elaboration of the evening shoes 
depends not so much on trimming 
as ‘on choice of material for the 
body of the shoe and the clever ecut- 
out arrangements that seek origin- 
ality of design. A two-tone effect 
on a model called “Silhouette” com- 
bines important strippings of silver 
or gold kid with equally conspicu- 
ous sections of white crepe, dyed to 


ankle, a style that would look cheap 
worn with a short-length skirt, but 





is good style under the trailing ends 
of the present mode, Plain crepe 
| Slippers are definitely out, giving 
| first place to satin and moiree, 

| Heels will be higher this year, in- 
‘fluenced by lengthening skirts which 
need an extra lift for smartness. For 
the high-arched foot there is the 
“Opalette,” a beautifully moulded 
i}model in kid, the heel of which gains 
limpression oc height through 
|shortness of the arch-section. 
|a very flattering shoe for 
iwho can wear it. Many 
| models are to be executed 
blue and green, the 

with impositions of 


It’s 


of the 
in bright 


lighter-toned 


match the accompanying evening | 
|gown. The same model in brocade | 
has a rakish strap encircling the 


the | 


anyone | 


latter trimmed | 


Morocco. Cross strapping on the 
vamp of opera pumps, done in neat 
saddle lacing, is an exclusive idea 
with Besgdorf-Goodman, as is the 
specially lifted vamp which con- 
|forms to the curve of the foot and 
does*not cut into the flesh as many 
opera pumps do. 

Zeige suede with a kid trim 
achieves a smart Oxford for street 
wear, and a model in water snake 
and Russian calf yields the some- 
what squatty line that carries out 
the casual effect of tweedy cos- 
tumes, “Dolly” is a pump that 
doesn't belong in such a smart col- 
lection, though there are many 
people who will rave over its too- 
obvious chic. It is highly arched in 
black patent, with scalloped edging 
cutting deep into the vamp and lac- 
ing across the instep with black 
silk ending in two weoden balls, 
It’s a nanghty little shoe. 

One of the swellest models for 
summer is the pump of heavy linen 
| with kid impositions. In black, it 
| is a cool shoe for wear about town 
and in white with trimming to 
match the ensemble it is nice for 
resort wear. Another has an undere- 
layer of thin kid covered with a 
loosely crotcheted straw, which is 
not bulky despite its double thicke 











ness. Wild weaves of coarse cotton 
| fashion a neat Oxford and match- 
|ing purse, with lacings to match 


those in the shoe. 

This store always has a distinctive 
collection of negligees and lo: 
costumes, 


nging 
Anyone headed for Flor- 
ida should have a look at the beach 
suits in blocked linen and shantung. 
| One particularly smart number is 
}a one-piece shantung with princess 
| bodice and trousers pleated over the 
hips, combined with a gently flare 


j 


(Continued on page 66) 
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Trade Mark Registered 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Inc. You have to get out in the sticks to find out how mean people can be, Paramount has negotiated an unusual agreement with Publix in itg 
154 Eg Fig t+ ee i ~y City according to two girls who arrived in New York late Monday night after | campaign behind “Vagabond King,” which is to hit the key cities at 
hitch-hiking 90 miles from Stroudsburg, Pa., because no one would lend / $1 top for grind runs. 

SUBSCRIPTION: them $2.50 for the fare back. Producing company has bound itself to meet dollar for dollar any 
Annuail.......$10 ForeigB.....-- $11 The girls, who have played in several good shows on Broadway, went |} amount any Publix theatre spends for exploitation purposes on the film 
Single COPleB. .cceeserererersees 25 Cents to Stroudsburg with a musical tab produced by a man named Breedlove. | in a co-operative campaign. 
= a ~ The girls’ troubles began when they hit a town called Palmerton, where With the average outlay in advertising and exploitation on Publix 
. eee No. 6| the 1 b tried out for two da The two hotels wouldn’t take in anyone | houses being about $300 weekly, it means that Paramount, itself, in addi- 
VOL. XCVIE é connected with the town’s theatre. So the players, including eight girls, | tion to its magazine, newspaper and trade paper advertising, will spend 
er canara five principals, and a piano player, dispersed themselves in various nooks | approximately $200,000 on Publix houses alone. This figure is based on 

0 about town. an estimate of the 600 Publix theatres which will play the picture. 
15 YEARS AG The two girls slept in a room over a speakeasy, where they paid a —_—— 
(From Variety and Clipper) dollar a night and pushed the ferasture in front of the door. The last Two French films directors, one of them Harry d@’Arrast, and Comte 
. night they preferred to sleepin the railway station. Jean de Limur, are of ancient French lineage. Comte de Limur never 
es . , When Stroudsburg was reached Breedlove gave them each three dollars | yses his title except socially, and doesn’t regard it as apropos of anye- 
Palace was thinking of pa:in&| and they managed to get a room for $3.50 with the promise to pay the thing anyway. 
Nellie Melba, grand Bp ihe fifty cents extra later. D’Arrast’s is of an ancient Basque family on the Spanish border and 
$4,000 for a week, said to be the) 4 principal in the cast lent them a few cents each day for coffee and | ig now engaged in litigation with an uncle whe willed his estate to tho 
highest salary ever negotiated in} goughnuts. After the week was over the players weren’t paid. A con- 


vaudeville. 





Speaking of _ salaries, Robert 
Edeson topped the men in pictures 
with $1,750. He had the edge on 
Charlie Chaplin who was getting 
$1,500, while Mary Pickford led the 
field with her $2,000 Famous Play- 
ers figure. 





Picture trade was agitated by 
price cutting on daily change ser- 
vice. Six concerns were in the pro- 
gram field, General Film, Universal, 
Mutual and Pathe, besides Kriterion 
and United. Pathe had just broken 
as a unit outside General. General 
film rate was $28 a reel a week, 
while Universal sold the whole week 
of daily changes for $112.50 mini- 
mum, 


John Purroy Mitchel was mayor 
of New York and aroused the wrath 
of the reform element who termed 
him a “jazz dancing official,” just 
as they later did Mayor Walker. 


" “Snlit reels’—two subjects on one 
1,000-foot length—were common, but 
Imperial tried a “three-in-one,” with 
a comedy, an educational and a baby 
comedy in one reel. 


A problem which entered into the 
price cutting was the belief that 
England was holding a vast amount 
of footage which it would dump in 
this market as soon as the German 
submarine campaign left the sea 
open for bulk shipment. 


Polly Moran got her first picture 
job with Keystone comedies. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 





A violent winter storm nearly 
wiped out Coney Island, only just 
coming to be recognized as New 
York’s recreation ground. 





This. was no “old fashioned 
winter.” There had not been 
enough ice on the Central Park 
lake for curling matches all season. 
Accordingly the local curlers had 
to go to Newark, N. J., for the in- 
ter-city matches. 





White & Hentz, liquor dealers, 
had a bill of $1,863 against one 
Robert Fox, theatrical manager, and 
took judgment, to satisfy which his 
house and personal effects were put 
up at auction. Fox owed his com- 
pany members $3,500 and they filed 
claims against the property, but 
legal opinion was that these claims 
had no standing, since “actors were 
laborers” and could not claim pro- 
tection. 





Tucked in among accounts of 
pedestrian matches of all curation 
from 10 miles to 27 hours, appears 
this novel contest: Two English 


army privates met in a “Military 
walk” carrying regulation knap- 
sack, great coat, rifles and 40 


rounds of ball cartridges. Distance 

was 10 miles on an indoor track. 

One covered the distance in 1 hour, 

28 minutes, Cther took nearly two 
“hours. 





Joe Thorley and Jim Goodwin, 
English middleweights, fought 44 
rounds to a draw, mill lasting three 
hours. Draw was declared when 
neither of the contestants had 
strength to come up for the 45th 
at the call of the umpire. 


Two Buffalo patent medicine com- 
panies proposed to put baseball 
teams in the field the coming sea- 
son. For advertising purposes. 





Billy McLean, popular baseball 
umpire, opened a saloon in Phila- 
delphia following the honorable 
gg eustom of retired ring heroes. 


stable was called in by the players to attach Breedlove’s belongings, but 
the scenery and wardrobe were not his. The two girls, unable to pay 
for their room any longer, asked to sleep in the theatre (The Stroud). 
Manager, they said, refused because of the fire laws so the girls finally 
slept in a doorway for the night. The next morning they alone of the 
players (the rest were deterred by the freezing weather) set out for New 


York, They hiked and occasionally got lifts. In Hacketstown they 
begged a bowl of soup and in Newark begged a cup of coffee, but 


had nothing else on the trip. They started at six in the morning and got 
to town at 10 p. m. 


Terry Turner is reported doing a burn-up because the Keith office 
has prohibited circusing his freak act, The Godino Twins. The Keith 
office, it is reported, recently prohibited 15 exploitation tie-ups in Brook- 
lyn, which the act’s advance had arranged, on the ground it would hurt 
business. 

The Keith office, it is said, has been squawking that the freak act 
has not been pulling the business expected. Turner’s reply was that they 
were handling it wrong, that a freak turn needs exploitation to draw. 
As an example, Turner quoted the first four weeks for which the act 
played RKO. It was then booked for four weeks at $3,500 net with an 
option of 22 weeks more, 

During the first four-week contract they gave the freak act all sorts of 
publicity. As a result, it is argued, the twins drew consistently, which 
was why the RKO office took up its option. 

Turner, it is reported, avers that as soon as Keith brought them east, 
they put thumbs down on all publicity, believing it detrimental to busi- 
ness. They wouldn’t even permit the act on the strect for publicity 
purposes, whereas in other towns Turner would have them drive down 
in a car, stop in front of the theatre and shake hands with: all comers. 

It was further stated that Turner was not in favor of having 
Godino Twins booked into the Palace. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Publix will take the silence out of its organs which have become un- 
used in many houses since the invasion of sound. 

Idle instruments, costing hundreds of thousands of dollars, are to be 
offered for radio broadcasts during the non-working hour of the the- 
atres’ programs. Probably before the show and after the show, accord- 
ing to present plans. 


the 





Original score of “The Vagabond King,” -published by Famous Music 
with Par’s release of the picture production, was originally published 
by Watterson, Berlin & Snyder. When the latter firm went into hands 
of receivers all rights to the numbers reverted back to the composers, 
Rudolf Friml and Bryan Hooker, who in turn assigned them to Para- 
mount. 

Paramount has added one new number to the original score. 


In wide-open New Orleans, where Ray Miller is conducting his orches- 
tra at the Hotel Roosevelt for a six-week run, the leader has sworn off 
the wide open part of the town. Races and the gambling casinos hold 
no attraction for him, which makes sticking to his vow not so hard 
any more. The bankroll, present or non-existent, also has its part. 


From New Orleans the Miller crew go to the St. Francis, San 
Francisco, 
In a recent Witmark advertisement in Variety, Victor Herbert’s 


“Thine Alone” was called a waltz ballad. Witmark’s aver that this was 
done inadvertently. It's a fox trot. 

Number was originally a waltz ballad. With Witmark’s deciding: to 
reissue some of their old numbers such as “Sweet Mystery of Life,” 
they determined to revive “Thine Alone,” but as a fox trot instead of a 
waltz ballad. For this the permission of the Victor Herbert heirs was 
necessary and was secured a month ago, 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


There are 95 people in the all-colored drama, “The Green Pastures,” 
which opens this week at the Mansfield. Of that total 65 are speaking 
parts, probably inclusive of a choir of 30 voices. 

The treadmill device for persons and scenery used in “Good Boy” last 
season has been secured for the colored drama. At one point the Diety 
is supposed to descend from heaven and walk upon the earth. He views 
the buildings and cities as He treads the path. 





A tragedy of the season is the plight in which one of America’s fore- 
most stars finds herself. Her husband is seriously il) and has been in 
a sanitarium for months. He is there as the result of a nervous break- 
down following the loss of practically all his wife’s life savings, entrusted 
to him for investment. 

His wife continues playing on the road in an effort to retrieve some 
of their lost fortune. 


That talking pictures are rescuing the film business from annihilation 
and preparing a hearty future for the legitimate drama, is the opinion of 
Professor George Pierce Baker, chairman of the School of Drama of Yale 
University, recently expressed in a lecture at Buffalo. Baker denied that 
the drama was dying and said that in every age pessimists had stated the 


same thing, many of them predicting its death even before it was 
born. 
He made no attempt to detract from the importance of pictures 


stating that it was doing a great mission in making the Amercian people 
more keenly conscious of good dramatic values. 
Baker cautioned the public to assert its taste, to patronize what it 





approved and to neglect -what it does and should disapprove. 








municipality without making any provisions for the immediate family, 
The d’Arrast castle and grounds on the Franco-Spansh border are a 
country sight. The freak will of the uncle ‘may have resulted from 
pique dating back some 20 years when he eloped with a household 
governess, this being quite a local sensation at the time. 

De Limur’s brother is First Secretary of the French Legation in Lon- 
don, and married to a prominent San Francisco girl. She was the reae 
son for de Limur being on the Coast but the then young man, not fancy. 
ing the social fol-de-rol, bummed his way to Hollywood and was flat 
when Doug Fairbanks saw him fencing, and upon besting Fairbanks 
with the foils, the latter gave de Limur a bit as an actor. 


So far Texas courts have failed to draw blood in a single violation of 
Gov. Moody’s blue law. Latest acquittal is in Ballinger, a small town, 
where W. D. Scales continued Sunday shows in face of church and of- 
ficial opposition. 

In many of the smaller towns exhibs (indie) find it profitable to run 
Sunday shows and pay a small fine, $25 or so, for violation. Community 
officials don’t kick unless the state courts step in. Only thing the latter 
courts have been able to do so far is to collect a few fines from $100 
to $200. In no case was any house closed. However, arrests plentiful 
and ‘several overly smart small town managers had to spend a night 
in jail. No attempts to put the law to a test in the larger cities. 


Femme lecturing on vocal technique to a picture group on the Coast 
was flustered at the array of notables before her and muffed the talk, 
She concluded by illustrating the different meanings and expressions 
that could be put into one sentence, choosing for illustration, “I do not 
know why I came.” 

Illustration went: “I DO not know why I came. I do not KNOW 
why I came. I do not know WHY Icame, I do not know why I CAME.” 

The crowd figured the whole thing was a plant gag and congratulated 
the organizer. 

Afterward the femme couldn't figure out why she did go. 


M-G’s foreign publicity, ranking 60% higher than its nearest rival, 
can be traced to the sagacity of Pete Smith, Coast publicity, who saw 
the handwriting when the biz went talker. Visioning foreign talkers, 
he had Joe Polonsky, his foreign man, increase his contacts in Europe 
and plan for the copy and tie-ups that naturally would follow the 
making of foreign versions. 

As a result M-G has the jump on its competitors with commercial tie- 
ups that are getting them plenty copy, both im the adv. section and the 
reading columns. 


At a recent B. & K. production meeting the stage manager of a loop 
house was criticized severely by someone who knows nothing about 
backstage detail but was recently made assistant to a very important 
exec, The new man saw some wrinkles in one of the drops. 

“Tll take them out for you myself,” the stage manager, a vet of 30 
years, exploded, “If you'll get me three electric irons and a barrel of 
steam.” 

“Done,” said the apprentice executive, “Put in a requisition for the 
irons and I’ll have a barrel of steam sent up from the engine room.” 


Gaumont Palace, Paris, which under Loew’s management had become 
one of the smartest picture houses in that city, is fast reverting to a 
big neighborhood house through the Aubert-Franco-Film policy of ob- 
taining a maximum revenue from lobby and auditorium advertising at 
the expense of the class of the show. 

(Besides using an advertising stage curtain and screening some ani- 
mated cartoon advertising during intermissions, the latest wrinkle is 
playing sound amplified advertising records supplied by a new adver- 
tising concern, Publiphona. These records, like all French sound ad- 
phrases, 
vertising, consist of popular hits with interruptions for advertising 

List of 54 cases in which Charles Evans Hughes has appeared before 
the U. S. Supreme Court, to which body the President has nominated 
him to be its chief justice, include several in connection with amuse- 
ments. 

Senate requested the list which includes the two Max Hart actions 
against Keith Vaudeville Exchange; three cases involving Victor Talking 
Machine Co., and Brunswick-Balke-Collender, and the Federal Radio 
Commission against Western Electric. In the latter he withdrew when 
his son was named solicitor general. 

He has also represented Westinghouse in several cases. 


Only the big electric firms and the biggest indie talker equipment man- 
ufacturers are able to take down payments, and the rest on paper, from 
the theatre or institution okaying installation. Many a budding indie 
with rose-colored office walls and red furniture has called the moving 
van because of the “paper” situation. 

A host are among those who have succumbed to paper, more than the 
lack of quality. One, going after the colleges, is beginning to hit a rough 
sea. It is stated this firm has paper out totaling $65,000. 


William Woolfenden, in charge of Coast production of Pathe shorts, 
believes that the company will be able to produce shorts much cheaper 
in Hollywood than in New York. First two-reeler in Hollywood took 
only one day to cast. In New York casting time averaged 10 days. Rea- 
son is that all players on the Coast have been tested, with tests avail- 


} able, whereas in New York, time had to be spent testing the prospec- 


tive cast members before decisions could be reached. 


When Sidney R. Kent, Par’s g. m., was in Europe, he made his short 
for home office distribution. It was done atop the Paramount building 
in Paris, with Kent delivering a message to the sales boys in the field 
on this side. 

Mel Shauer, Par's special representative in Paris, also appears in the 
short which has been sent to all the exchanges, 


Based on the premise that color films affect full reproduction from 
sound tracks, Metro has been running a separate sound track for its 
specials at the Asior. Advantage is that it provides for surer reproduc- 
tion. Engineers declare, however, that the difference between the two, 
color and normal, prints is only slight. 
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London As It Looks — 


By Hannen Swaffer 
London, Feb. 9. 
I cabled New York asking them to perform a sad task—bury poor 





FILM FAILURES 


(Continued from page 1) 





is part of the agreement when he 
takes them on. As soon as they re- 
vive sufficiently to secure personal 
publicity, they know they are auto- 





Bobbie Storey. I was then worrying unnecessarily. The Actors’ Fund 
did what was needed. 

It was just six years ago in Variety's London office that Walter Wanger 
told me he had found, in Rule’s restaurant, a barmaid who would make 
a beautiful show girl. 

I laughed, because I had heard of show girls before. Then I remem- 
ber adding the warning that i did not believe in girls going on the stage. | 

The Show Girl's Tragedy 

However, Bobbie Storey, with her mother’s consent, went to New York | 
at $50 a week, and when that show left for the road, she went to Palm 
Beach for Ziegfeld at $100 a week. 

She came home three years ago or so, was kind to her mother, bought 


her family presents, got married secretly, and after living with her new | 
husband a week, went back tu New York. She was then in Carroll's} 

e428 ” * - | 
“Vanities,” just a show girl, but respected and popular. | 


The other day her mother called on me with a cable from some stranger | 
in New York saying, “Your daughter is dead. What shall we do with | 
the remains?” | 

I cabled them 

A Warning to Others 

So that is the end of a story which began with a beautiful fate in <¢ 
bar, and ended with a gas tube. No one is to blame, 

It is merely another case of a girl whose curse was her beauty. 

When, apparently, the Shuberts took “The Duchess of Chicago” off 
the stage, she was too proud to ask for money. ‘ 

“You must not regret anything,’ I said to her mother. “You see, she 
was a nice girl, and her death, anyway, will perhaps be a warning to | 
all those silly girls who want to leave off being nurses or teachers or | 
something useful and go on the stage where there are too many silly | 
girls already.” | 

The mother is quite calm and sane about it. So ends another of the | 
foolish dreams I try to explode before they begin to grow into large 
bubbles and burst because of their size. 





jou) 


The Waist Line Up to Date 

The waist line seems to have been disturbing June, now Lady In- 
verclyde. 

The day after she told the “Sunday Express” that she was not going to | 
have a baby, she told the “Daily Express” when dicsussing the waist | 
line, that hers would not change for some months to come. 

I like things discussed like that. It shows the age we live in. 


What Is “Good Taste” Today? 

I see that Rowland Leigh is quite hurt because the “Sunday Express,” 
remembering that both Evelyn Laye and Jessie Matthews were in New 
York at the same time—the one a great success and the other not ex- 
actly that—cabled for their two criticisms and published them side by 
side. . 

“This article must have given pain not only to those two charming | 
persons, but also it has offended the many thousands of people who 
admire one or both of them,” he said. “It is, I believe, a common habit 
for those who wish to remain anonymous to sign ‘Disgusted.’ I am dis- 
gusted, though I do not wish to remain anonymous,” said Rowland 
Leigh. 

Rowland Leigh is not quite so careful himself, when it does not con- 
cern people on the stage. I have had at least one occasion to com- 
plain of insulting remarks made in songs he has written for Rex Evans. 

It is funny how comedians who can jeer at the world burst into tears 
when you say something critical of them. Now, song writers are be- 
coming as touchy, it would seem. 


The Magicians at Home 
Horace Goldin, who showed a new trick, was the great turn of the 
evening at the Magicians’ Club when, in proposing “Our Guests,” I had 
to name Lord Revelstoke, the millionaire banker; Laura Knight, the 
distingvished artist; Arthur Wimperis, Sir E. Denison Ross, who could 


—— okt 


save replied fluently in over a dozen languages, had he liked, and who 
speaks 25 different languages altogether, George Graves Low, the car- 
toonist, and a dozen other people of distinction. 

Venison Ross replied by saying that he had achieved his life’s ambi- 
tion in the last few weeks. He had been to a circus lunch at Olympia. 
Now he had met the magicians at home. 

The Old Circus People 

Dame Laura Knight has done some excellent paintings, recently, of 
circus life. She was intensely interested when I told her I had to go on 
to the circus people’s annual reunion. 

There, I saw about 300 people, lion tamers, trapeze artists, clowns 
wire walkers, jugglers, people of all kinds. The Sangerses, the Hollo- 
ways and the Cookes, nearly all inter-married, all members of the same 
big circus family. They are so very respectable themselves that circus 
people, not more than 20 years ago, were shocked when their daughters 
went on the vaudeville stage. 

I met both the father and the grandfather of James Nervo, of Nervo 
and Knox, the older one a clown 70 years ago! He showed me a gold 
medal given to his father because he had played “Richard III” 110 times 
at Astley’s Circus, This medal was given by George Cooke, whose son 
Wrote me today to say that when he made his first appearance on the 
stage in May, 1853, it was at the first matinee of which history has any 
record. ‘ j 

Scores of the circus people I met have showed in American circuses— 
Ringling’s and Barnum’s. Some met that night for the first time since 
they had shown in the States, many years before. 








Revivals—And How They Seem 

It was interesting to see “Milestones” done after 18 years, the other 
night. . 

Edward Knoblock, now an Englishman, of course, was very proud of 
the fact that the plot he wrote with Arnold Bennett still remains a 
hauntingly beautiful picture of three generations. 

“Dandy Dick,” which Pinero wrote in 1887 and which was revived at 
the Lyric, Hammersmith, although the farce has not altered, creaked 
from age, and would have done so even more if it had not been that 
the horses were still done with half cocoanuts and, when they showed 
a fire, it was really red fire, just like the old days. 


Sir Auckland Changes Again 

I told you that Sir Auckland Geddes called himself Gilbert Stone in 
order to disclose his share in the authorship of “Threugh the Veil.” 

When, last Monday, it was brought to the Duchess, the “Gilbert Stone” 
had become “X. Y. Stone,” because it has just been discovered there is 
a real Gilbert Stone, a barrister, and he was afraid of being given the 
blame. 

I should have thought that an ex-ambassador to Washington would 
have been more careful about his disguise. 


G. B. Shaw—And Will Rogers 
Poor old Shaw has become now a sort of lapdog to Charles Graves, 
who writes gossip for the “Daily Mail.” Every time a film star comes 
to England, dear old Shaw has to go along and blah. Graves takes him 
and then there is an excited column in the “Daily Mail.” 


matically out. 

This story about his own busi- 
ness by the president didn’t come 
voluntarily. It was only after a 
Variety reporter, accused of misin- 


|terpreting this firm’s objective, told 


the president that the picture busi- 
ness, watching him adding failure 
after failure to his staff, was con- 
vinced that he was an extraordinary 
chump. The president promptly 
agreed with the impression. When 
assured that his name, those of his 
men and those of his corporations 
would be withheld, he presented his 
reasons as follows: 

“Men who have been ostracized 
through foolish and misguided 
moves, and who can be made to 
realize their mistakes, are inval- 
uable to me. 

“I could probably go to. the 
prisons and get plenty of such men, 
but it is before internment comes 
that a man is usually most pliable. 
The chief psychology is the fact 
that they are trained human be- 
ings.” 

Not a $5 Bill 

Mentioning a dozen names of 
men, all one time holders of execu- 
tive posts in different film com- 
panies and organizations, the speak- 
er continued: 

“When I rounded them into this 
office and told them my plans, there 
was not one who could call a $5 


| bill his own. 


“I told them that was just what 
I wanted. It may sound conceited, 
but my perspective disproves any 
such belief. I wanted them that 
way because they would better un- 
derstand that I am the only execu- 
tive and spokesman in this organi- 
zation; that they would better un- 
derstand that I am the only one 
who is willing to give them an- 
other start in the film business.” 
That the organization is strictiy 
one man is known by many in the 
trade; particularly among the em- 
ployees themselves. Their head has 
salled them into many conferences 
on matters dealing with his busi- 
ness. He has listened to their sug- 
gestions and argued with them. But 
they have known of his decision 
only on the brink of execution. 
Aside from his own declaration, 
this organization’s payroll shows 
there is not a man on it who would 
rate ‘a title in any other line and 
who has not failed or been on the 
verge of failure before he joined. 
Their Last Stand 
“And now that we've got this far 
V'll make the biggest point,’’ the 
president stated. “The men know 
that their-jobs with me are ther 
last stand in this business. They 
alsc know that if they make gond 
the industry will know it and wel- 
ccuie them back.” 

Citing different cases, one of a 
well known press agent and trade 
paper man, who had elbow bent his 
way out of jobs with all of the 
big companies, was brought up. 

“This man came to me half drunk 
and minus a tie or collar. [ put 
him to work. He stayed with me 
nearly a year and now has an im- 
portant post on a daily newspaper.” 

Another derelict, who waxed 
heavy as a promoter until the in- 
dustry found him out, is “now mak- 
ing more money than ever before.” 
Just a matter of not being his own 
boss, being given instructions and 
understanding the penalty of any 
false moves. 

An ex-independent producer was 
also admitted to the come back 


whole column of tripe. Graves had 
and oh, how silly it was. . 
In his younger days, Shaw was 


like an ordinary film fan. 


Oh—and Nancy Astor introduced 
will not help nasal disarmament. 


Daly’s by Leon M. Lion. 











This time, Will Rogers was the victim. Just because he was in Lon- 
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Nita Naldi, said once to have been 
a telephone-girl in New York, be- 
came a show-girl in “The Follies,” 
and a featured player in pictures, 
playing vampires, as with Valentino. 
For many years she was escorted 
by J. Searle Barclay, society man, 
who was divor:<c by Isabella Hun- 
newell. This lady first divorced 
Herbert M. Harriman, and recently 
married Gordon Dexter, a Boston 
banker. 

Barclay then married Nita, with 
whom he has been living at Mai- 
son Lafitte, near Paris, in 4a fine 
estate previously the home of Aga 
Kahn, the East Indian potentate 
who recently married Jane-Andree 
Carron, Paris modiste, to whom he 
had long been devoted. Nita Naldi, 
who became too stout for pictures 
now speaks French fluently and 
plays the piano excellently. In the 
meanwhile, the first husband of the 
former Mrs. Barclay, Herbert M. 
Harriman, having been divorced by 


is said to have been a 8rd Avenue 
“L” motorman. May Brady before 
divorcing Harriman had divorced 
an Englishman, Major Charles Hall, 
who horrified Newport one summei 
by doing fancywork. 

The first of her three husbands 
was the late C. Albert Stevens, 
whose people founded Stevens In- 
stitute, Hoboken. May Brady- 
Stevens-Hall-Harriman was the 
aunt of Katherine Harris, first of 
the three wives of John Barrymore 
Katharine became an actress, div- 





school. He stayed nearly a year 
and left on his own accord, re- 
habilitated and in a better paying 
position. 

This ex-indie, who, over a term 
of years had built up a notorious 
rep by fly-by-nighting, brought out 
another rule of the self-appointed 
superintendent of filmdom’s reform- 
atory. He tried to put over a phoney 
on his new boss. The pres then re- 
vealed his 51-49 policy on arbitrat- 
ing with unruly inmates. 

“T kept him on after that because 
I expect them to be weak when 
they first come into my employ. In 
justice to this man and myself I 
must say that he lived up to my 
standards thereafter for the rest of 
his time with me, 

“T haven’t lost anything by play- 
ing the sucker. It isn’t philan- 
thropy either. Just common sense. 
The boys I have here would cut 
their throats for me, and that’s no 
exaggeration. That loyalty is what 
a lot of other presidents with titled 
men around them in this business 
would like to have.” 

And with a wink this business 
man blasted for his finale: 

“T don’t want yes-men and I don't 
want no-men. With my present 
personnel I’ve been able to do both 
myself.” 


WOMEN FLOP ON TALK 


(Continued from page 1) 


Came the talkers with hubby hav- 
ing to fight for his own existence. 
Not so sure of his berth himself, he 
decided to try it alone, without add- 
ing to his worries the carrying of his 
wife as an underwood plugger. 

Other reasons are blamed on tem- 
perament and failure of the women 
to adapt themselves to the changing 
order as quickly as those of the 
sterner sex. 





his name at the top of it, of ‘course, 


a Crusader for truth that was un- 


popular. Now, when film stars arrive, he feeds out of their hands, just 


Will Rogers to Lloyd George. That 





Ziegfeld Show for Drury Lane 
“The Three Musketeers” is to be the next show at Drury Lane, They 
are negotiating with Dennis King, who played the lead in America, but 
Alfred Butt denies that Lilian Davies is to be opposite. 
I shall be sorry if my announcement that she was to play the lead 
stops negotiations. You never know. . . 


The Biggest Bore of All 

Iam gradually recovering from the massed attack upon my patience— 
an adaptation of “Point Counter Point,” Aldous Huxley’s novel, put on at 
It was the biggest bore of all. 
Among the characters were a gramophone, a dictaphone and a radio! 

Blah-blahs paid to go and sat in the stalls, trying to look wise, with 
side whiskers on their sweetbread brains.’ 

Lion Had Chosen ° 

Splendid cast and some of the characters were perfectly acted, Miles 
Matteson was perfect as an old roue. 
@ don, he was dragged along to see Shaw, and the two of them talked aj, At the end, the author refused to come on the stuge. 


Oh, the talk! 


a second wife, May Brady, married | 
Sally Hunter, a nurse, whose father | 





orced Barrymore, divorced Alexan- 
der D. B. Pratt, a New York million- 
aire, and died as the wife of Leon 
Orlowski, of the Polish Legation in 
Washington. Pratt had been div- 
orced by Beatrice Benjamin, who 
then became the third of the four 
wives of Preston Gibson. Divorcine 
Gibson, a playwright, she married 
Charles Cartwright, an Englishman. 
Gibson, first divorced by Minna 
Field, niece of the late Marshall 
Field, secondly divorced by Grace 
Jarvis, niece of Lady Harrington, 
was fourthly divorced by Evelyn 
Spaulding, who then married Rob 
Roy Converse, of New York. Gib- 
son has been living near Sutton 
place, and his landlord has been 
worried about the rent. The New 
York “Times” for June 30, 1929, an- 
nounced in headlines, “Gibson held 
in Shanghai fraud. Playwright 
seized here faces charge of raising 
draft on Washington Bank. Ex- 
tradition to be sought. Federal 
prosecutor accuses him of mulcting 
merchants of $7,000 in Chinese port 


“Mrs. Cook” Blow-up 
People who saw “Mrs. 
Tour’ when the comedy was tried 
out at Jackson Heights, found the 
Brady & Wiman offering amusing. 
But there was internal trouble, and 
the play closed, reopened and closed 
again. Mary Boland who was feat- 
ured, then went to California to 
star in “Ladies of the Jury,” which 
Mrs. Fiske did here earlier this 
season. The managers filed charges 
against John Floyd, one of the 
authors (the other being T. Kerby 
Hawkes), telling the Dramatists’ 
Guild he failed to make required 
revisions. He inherited a legacy 
from his intimate friend, the late 
Avery Hopwood, who left an estate 

of $1,000,000. 


Cook's 


Beatrice Davische-Flagler-Sulli- 
van can always be counted on to 
supply sensations! After divorcing 
James B. Davische, she became the 
third wife of John Flagler, mil- 
lionaire oil capitalist. From a life 
trust of $200,000 established by Flasg- 
ler, she receives $11,000 income. 
She chose as her third husband 
Armand Sullivan, professional strong 
man, who changed his name from 
Goldreisch. Sued by Sullivan's 
first wife, Marie J. Goldreiscn, 
Marie was awarded 25,000 for 
alienation of affections. Recently 
Mrs. Sullivan was sued by Carl 
Spellman, of Kansas City, the law- 
yer who represented her when div- 
orcing Davische. Spellman claimed 
he had never been paid for his ser- 
vices. Mrs. Sullivan indicated she 
had considered his efforts a labor 
of love, as she had expected to 
marry Spellman after the death of 
Flagler, although at that time she 
had not yet married Flagler! 


Actor to Dancer Rare 

Sometimes dancers develop into 
actors, but seldom is the process re- 
versed. Anthony Sansone was en- 
gaged by David Belasco for a role 
in support of Lenore Ulric in 
“Mima,” after which Tony took up 
adagio, and now teaming with Desha, 
the dancer, has made his Broad- 
way debut in the new line at the 
Capitol. Each night he returns to 
his wife and baby—at Coney Island. 


Tom Powers, of the Theatre 
Guild, has leased an apartment at 
30 Sutton Place. A few years ago 
he lived in Cherry Lane, near the 
theatre there. Then he bought a 
house in Henderson Place, near 
East End Avenue, from Countess 
Fanny de Gabriac. After buying 
two adjacent houses, he departed 
from the locality. 

At smart private entertainments 
at Palm Beach the Morgan Trio are 
in demand, sisters who play the 
harp, piano and violin. They re- 
cently appeared for the guests of 
Col. and Mrs. William Hayward. 

Martin Brown has been aiding in 
the direction of his play, “A Roman 
yentleman,” in which Hal Skelly 
and Mary Duncan open in Phila- 
delphia. Then he proceeds to Holly- 
wood. He wrote “Paris” for Irene 
Bordoni, and before that “Cobra.” 
A generation ago he was a well 
known dancer, and appeared in “The 
Belle of Brittany,” “The three 
Twins” and “He Came From Mi'l- 
waukee.” In “Up and Down Broad- 
way,” (1910), in which he did a 
specialty, the chorus included Lenor 
Ulric and Osear Schwartz. Oscar 
later became Shaw, and a featured 
player. Brown has a villa on the 
Riviera which he shares with his 
sister, Fredericka, 
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HOLLYWOOD WARNERS’ | | 
LEGIT TESTING GROUND) OUD ACTOR weons Eve | NO REHEARSALS, 
Hollywood Feb if 
a Since Lincoln’s Birthday = 
Warners new Hollywood on Broad- been duly celebrated and all bei ul st - 
way will be established with aj] those yet living who saw Lin- . me P . Ss 
legitimate production policy by the coln assassinated have had full page ph : = 
id picture concern. That was decided their say, Ford’s theatre, Wash- re rsed ng 
on last week as the result of the ington, where it occurred, must — } we s 
success of “Fifty Mililon French- | have a seating capacity twice . : —_ 
men” presented by E. Ray Goetz} the size of Roxy’s. Pledge of Allegiance to Pic- 
with the Warner backing. | ture Producers in Five-| Boe 
The Hollywood will have a capa- | | 182 COURTESY SEATS No legits rehears: hi: > 
city of 1,800, not exceptional for ~ O92 IL A REPORTED FOR Year Agreement —N ot) a 4 “ye F oan * hes | week 
tures and only slightly larger than ; ™° sf Expected Coast Players | AT ANY L A 1ST NITE a papal ‘ es we sags peg ’ 
the biggest of New York’s legit Will P D | ° ° paeaperon slowing Gown ono legit 
houses—Majestic, Ziegfeld and Jol- ERLANGER PRODUCING 1 ay ues to Two a a production activities will obtain for 
son's. : Organizations | Hotipeend, Wubi: be ae ee eee 
wails dem. Belinwoed Geveted to} RR ar ne ae coh hange plans and give precedence 
stage productions, the Warners will Los Angeles, Feb. 18. : 7 Fee a ‘ — proecioe 7 a ee 
continue to use the Winter Garden | It’s been reported that A. L. Er eee? ewe ee no sh 
for picture exploitation. They re-'janger and ae oluann . wilt EQUITY MEMBERS IN IT \and agreed to | a mittee of Mids fi 1d 
eently renewed the Garden lease | ; ‘ the ‘ ») pl ! “ue 
for a year with a longer period op- form a producing office out hers —__— Sinn. tie onthe tas ar ‘406 e legit division is 
tional. The option has already been | Shortly. Understanding is that the | Hollywood, Feb. 18. ere Pn ” whee eer Pants ‘ yg _ | SHOE. With a number of the most 
exercised. | producers intend to start several| With 200 studio ‘actors signing aj|the theatres giving and the studios | o Pisa bie acing rs of the legit divi- 
Warners have backed seven/shows from this point, doing most | pledge not to participate in the agi- | allowed 88. sion aligning with pictures, the 
Broadway productions this season.|of the casting locally, with occa- | tation or calling of a strike and be- | others around are marking time 
in addition to “Frenchmen,” they, sional stars to be brought from the |ing members of the Academy of | ing <S=RE UPCR CUrea. Pee 
have the musical “Top Speed” which | east. | Motion Pic : 2 Scie es, FI ° F 9 ? 500 tions. 
has failed to get real coin. None Nothing definite can be tabbed on | Equity bak te <ineast boar Slane | sie erguson S $ 3 : soare oy acarcerly ® dozen new 
of the dramatic tries succeeded.|this story, with the local Erlanger| dealt in its endeavors to gain| é“ ” - | attractions skirting tryout terri- 
Latterinclude “Scarlet Pages,” “Re- | Office neither denying nor affirming | recognition in the motion picture For Scarlet Pages —Film Heagheres the only productions a sight 
capture,” “Murder on the Second|it. Erlanger and Heiman were here | industry. This pledge of allegiance to steer in greater activity will be 
Floor” and “Scotland Yard.” The| together about five weeks ago. lto the producers for a five-year Cie Yt ROOSRSRSY 2 Heap PRS WRY Senee 
latter is being made into a picture | ont aecame | ne riod was obtained ata meeting of Warners will be ready to shoo: | tenanted, 
by Fox. ° 'the players: held in the Academy | “Scarlet Pages” on the Coast late in | yi 
- — | Balk on Chi. Playhouse rooms last Thursday night and ac-; March. Elsie Ferguson, who starred 6“ 
° “City Haul” ic line |cepted by the Producers’ Assocfa-|in the stage version of the metier, | Helen Hayes Act of 
Bert Wheeler in Huddle City Haul” which closed at the/ iio) at their annual meeting held| has been offered $10,000 to do it on God” B; 4 T 
a . Hudson Saturday was booked for] on Monday night the screen for this company. Salary | x aby Born in N. » # 
: Over $3,000 Film C ontract | the Playhouse, Chicago, but the cast} The majority of the players who| applies for four weeks, the star to | When Helen Hayes, star of “Cé 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. refused to play that theatre. The| signed the pledge are Equity mem-j receive $2,500 weekly thereafter | quette,” in private life the wife of 
| Batie Matures 4 Bert Wheeler payers pak poi a gg ani to refuse | bers and sided with their society | should the film go over time. Show | Charles MacArthur, playwright, 
ac o fictures an pert heeler | because of having agreed to lay off | during the strike last June. was presented by A. H. Woods, be- |some time ago announced her stage 
~ wie cytes pat ad contract |two weeks without salary prior to Though the agreement has noj|iIng one of half a dozen Woods pro-|retirement, and Jed Harris, pro- 
pean ogee ogee Riga ga esa making the jump. Notice of clos-| reference to Equity or allegiance} ductions, for which Warners took |ducer, closed the show on tour, it 
> ; 4 < : 3 se =a. i o ¢ Le ya arlie > . toe $ . ‘ ’ 7 } . : 
Siriauten ts mare sonnei ae ati acantt — reg been pe ited eariier. The | to that organization there is an ob- care of the production outlay was stated that Miss Hayes had 
. : 5 96,300 ast is said to have expressed them-| vious impression that the power | quit to await the coming of the 
1 ly with the new arrangement under- | selves as willing to go to any other| and strengtl Sauitv. j fi : Ee : we. 
e stood to stipulate $3,000. theatre ji Cl icago's I % ; tl ind s aa gn ag “alent “te H elie Meiaa 748 ene at Gan 
ae Wpeamte are se Protly teveint | she" ctuinis wecoe "| wien ay memmpere possi eoorinG |” re ne NRE er, onee a Genes war 
se. t! nember: ssibly < ving . . “1 N. ‘ hen ;¢ aug r as bo 
a The show is laying off but two| their membership to lapse or with- Ponsa f rr Bac oe W ee cd a rv os Pag pt Be ighter was born 
5 | days, and will resume at the Eltinge| drawing until such time as they|*°- °° |“ 4-monthly saturday | ie nal bet . ooet ae 
“Cortez” Claims Up | today (Wednesday). Booking in the might come under its jurisdiction a nerandl in the grill room, beefsteak ere Mord 0 gaol ed a 
Members of the cast of “Cortez,” | latter house is for two weeks and | for stage work. Under those cir- ere ee ee core rae “Coquette” tar sien a ‘bien 
which flopped after a brief metro- | @ half, after which Wood's “Love,}cumstances it is said the actors a ducer for two weeks’ salary under 
politan run some months ago, have | Honor and Betray” with Alice Brady | might be willing to pay up back Eddie Foy, Jr., will be the guest | Fouity rules and in his “defense 
. filed claims for one-eighth of a is due. Show was known as “The | dues or apply for reinstatement in of honor Saturday, with Clayton, Harris Gictionntad Miss Maven re- 
week’s salary against Jack Linder, | Fatal Woman.” Equity. These players, or a ma-j) Jackson and Durante running the | tirement as “an act of God ” The 
. produbed;.Gt Dauity, (iil ditaccnccmniiaeeninatil jority who signed the agreement| show. Two weeks later the schnoz-|| Jing however was po te Harris 
Linder produced the show with e which runs for five years with the| Zles will be wot yer call honored. land he had to ay. at 
Lou Tellegen as star. Linder is Shubert Tip ee tah y ny ors a 7 ees eed tte ee | ‘The MacArthurs were married 
disputi . , , 3 . ikelihoo o returning 0 e : wg ‘ 
| — ae Se he Sena ‘J.C. Huffman was called in by the| sneaking rostrum in the near fu- $110,000 for “Moon” | Aug. 17, 1928. Mr, MacArthur is 
. ; se rep~ Shuberts last week to tighten UP/ture or before the agreement with : {best remembered fut: his co-auther~ 
: “no closing asties had hong 7 gg to its bow in at the Majes- Double Dues Metro paid Schwab & Mandel and “Salvation.” 
: “ore ey posted | tic. New York, tomorrow (Thurs- $110,000 flat for the screen rights to | eaees 
, on the closing Saturday and that all day) night. It is possible the majority of the|“New Moon” operetta. Neither 
reported for the Monday night per- Huffman worked on the show all| °ther players who joined the east-| partner will be in any way con- Chinese Show Sold Out 
formance and were told the show | jacst week while in Newark, going in| ©™” organization last summer may|cerned with its screen production. 
had folded. They claim they are | with Leslie's consent. Main difficulty | 2180 take the same measures, as} Musical producers have a Para- | _A group of Chinese bankers, prin- 
) entitled to an extra eighth salary | oy out of town showings served to|"One W’2 to pay membership dues | mount tie-up. cipally affiliated on the west coast, 
for reporting. be that Leslie has too much. show,|i" two organizations, with the a are back of the tour of Mei Lan- 
; The matter will be arbitrated at| with Huffman, stager of former|™Jor players, or those steadily em- | Fang, the Oriental star who opened 
Equity next week. lwinter Garden revues, called in|Ployed figuring that the terms of Alex. Moore Dies Oe ee ae 
i = ———— P i dee the agreement will be enforced by | Society crowd somehow became in- 
‘ a to realign scenes and num- their coast organization and that . ener gage nt 63, former terested in the strange attraction, 
. Legit, Talker Team Work Huffman’s assignment is tipoff their rights will be fully protected. ers a8 Po : -s oe tuanent, died | with the result that the two week 
4 “hi Ne that the Shuberts are in on the show The agreement, approved at both|* ©” *f ‘nh “os Angeles following | date is virtually sold out in advance, 
a Chicago, Feb. 18. - a os show meetings, is specific in binding the pneumonia and heart attack. He Murdock Pemberton directed the 
‘ Marx Brothers, in the last two with weslie and A. H. Woods. studio actors from interfering in, formerly owned the _ Pittsburgh | publicity, which was given unusual 
weeks of “Animal Crackers” are a ca ce eee a any labor dispute or strike, even “Leader,” which he sold when ap-|attention by the dailies. Pember- 
billing the show in newspapers S R h ° Aff ° though an obligation they took in pointed United States ambassador | ton admits his regular racket is art 
: throughout Illinois. tage othstein air joining Equity compels them to|to Spain some years ago. Recently | critic for the “New Yorker.” 
‘ Ads serve two purposes, to draw “Room 349” is due soon. It is a | obey any order that the Council of |President Hoover named him am- a 
: the expected transit trade and to|melodrama based on the Rothstein | Equity might issue with respect to|bassador to Poland. ath 
: plug their coming talker. Before | murder, the title indicating the room | entanglements of that body or any Interested in theatricals and wide- Gus Hill 8 Incurable 
Hollywood they will play only St.|in the Park Central where the fatal | other labor organization. ily acquainted with show people, Gus Hill is organizin “Bri 
. Louis and Kansas City. | shooting is alleged to have occurred. The actors, by the agreement, Moore had been a guest of Charles | jp “ Up Fe ther” en ney 1 4 “ ae 
. 7 ——— Mark Linder, who figured in au- | pledged themselves to abide by any|Chaplin on the coast prior to his om rhe Mew te +1: oa anh al = 
: > : ; 'thoring “Diamond Lil,” wrote the | decisions made by the actors’ arbi- roncon York, ‘ Ingland and New 
: Diplomatic Tryout new meller, which William Birns,| tration committee on the coast, — —_—— Troupe of 50 will travel in busses 
Washington, Feb. 18. ineer @ piesa name, is backing. fw pI hag <n Aol a shane WARING’S COAST REVUE Hill will take the company out in 
. Mei Lan-Ferg, Chinese actor, | | and producer over working condi- | . Los Angeles, Feb. 18. | May, and says he will hit spots 
; fave a special performance here on | MAE’S POSTPONEMENT | tions. This committee will have} Fred Waring’s Revue is set vy got they haven't seen a show in 
, Friday last at the Chinese legation. | Trial of Mae West and 53 others | iv members and will confer with jopen here at the Mason March 17. |15 years. 
’ About 500 of Washington’s diplo- |for participation in an alleged cb- la body of similar membership rep- be sagyacoin thins g- a <4 a from ee a eS 
: matic and Congressional notables | cgene play, set for today (Wednes- | resenting the producers on all dif- | 7 ~— ee oe aoe _ oo iy ’ 
f Were guests at the legation. | day ¥ was again postpone a until Feb. | ferences, | hearsal. CHI oe Larng-d 
He gut a great reception. | 24. Delay was granted by Judge The revised standard contract} Johnny O'Connor, handling War- Treasurers will hold their . unl 
, 4 sonal Bertini in General Sessions at the | with its major clause of 12-hour|/ing, is due here next week on the ball an the ne Rater Stone 
: —_ request of Assistant District Attor- | Test periods between calls has been | publicity. March . D: te nite tt > aa ‘of 
a ‘ A he itan ; hide |accepted by both sides and must —_— $$ ‘ ? ; “ 
. Whiting WwW. B. ney J. G. Wallace, who informed the ee / f ’ , ee Lent, this Soiiat tek éaen ae 
; j It was understood yesterday |COUTt he was engaged in another foere  Sagal eA py Bay tee be sat-| Stock Hero Goes Road House | Mouse offered. 
‘ (Tuesday) that Jack Whiting had a“ Ree ee ~- ligactory after that time, it can be Sion th oe mairoom at Sherman will hoi 
e reached an agreement with Warners. | org gee pesares ~ ed that it was changed to the 54-hour working | Will Maylor cd ores = gig only Mmited crowd, but difference 
- Whiting will go to the Coast to | doubtful if he would be ready on pew ty ‘ = oa ae aie _ Maylon, popuens here as ac-/ made up by raising the tariff to 
' play opposite Marilyn Miller ana) @°™*9. 4 not, he said, he would | ""™™ Okayed Ch tor-prosucer-Cirector of the stock! $10 a ducat. 
a Irene Belroy this summer ollowing | °“** 2 further delay: ays anges company bearing his name for six Dl cee ee 
; the close of his show. 7 it wa A exper ted that the con abapning, has become ho tat the Castle , ° 
| | tracts will be signed by both sides| road house on the outskirts of the Una Merkel’s Film Role 
: 5 - CLOSED EARLY early this week. After that is done| city. Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
- } 2 Playwrights Less a ry show cl sed last week be- re ‘.... oa of ee ee i The Castle promises to bid for ex- ee Me kel will be brought rem 
| ’ | fore i ope ned. ., as to have beer “ ’ ~~ a — 3 = » a | e patronage. Maylon’s in-|New York to play Ann Rutledge in 
a i Merlin | sinaunrtaiene are ; “their "Re Cael ators a: “ and blew In the event issues of differenc: has boosted BLOCK many-fold. May- ft Picture names are being avoided 
° : way east fe “ at A te i rd led os Naga reas ‘ + in the contract or working eal on | son a ed nl eason at the Audi- | in Canim ss that audiences will 
. No option renewal at Fox Ex ity ee ee ee ; oe me Nec rom “—" cor im Feb 1, Reopening plans for ook on characters as real people 
- Ox. } &quity. j (Continued on page 56) ;sept. 1 are being made. j rather than actors, it is said. 
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Little Theatre Enthusiasm 





Dies 


Out on Coast—2 Out of 20 Left 





Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 


The Little Theatre movement a 
vear ago hitting on high with some 
20 pill box show houses operating, 
has dwindled to two. Pasadena, with 
its Community Playhouse and the 
Theatre Mart, -L. <A., both well 
financed, have held up. The others 


have melted. 

When talker came in, 
were willing to do anything to prove 
they had Little theatres 
took on mushroom growth, with pic- 
atured in everything 
they produced. Often picture actors 
financed the production to play the 
lead. 

After a few months it was dis- 
covered producers did not attend 
these semi-amateur outfits, and the 
picture names lost interest in 
elevation of the drama. The 
haired boys and short haired 
did a lot of crying about what was 
to become of the drama when they 
found that the audience came only 
to see the stars. 


film names 


voices, 


tires 


tures stars fe 


long 


girls 


Pasadena’s Community Playhouse | 


the | 


a 
{ 





Long Distance Snub 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Assessment es trom 
Lambs Club, New York, are 
by 


noth the 


getting snubbed actors out 
here in pictures, 

A statistician 
Lambs 
baskets of 


here. 


counted 75 
notices in the waste 


the Masauers Club 











‘Broad Minded Richmond 
| Censors Pass “Interlude” 


Richmond, Va., Feb. 18. 
Censorship thrust out its neck 
here last week—and promptly with- 
drew it. . Mayor J. Fulmer Briznt 
lappointed a_ citizens’ censorship 
| committee to review the Theatre 
| Guild’s “Strange Interlude.” The 


committee attended the play, argued 
| for two hours, and let it ride. 
A citizen read the script of the 


with a $250,000 plant and financial | play, sent it to the mayor and asked 
backing from Who's Who continues | him whether such a thing should 


to put on a play a month. 
almost a professional group, as it 
calls on Hollywood for most of its 
talent. Theatre Mart, L. A., is 
financed by Alice Pike Barney, the 
theatre location and building having 
set her back about $50,000. Mrs. 
3arney is 80 years old and ambi- 
tious along writing lines. When 
she produces a piay it is her own 
work, but she helps the boys and 
girls out so they don’t mind doing 
a little acting for her. 





_,Guinan Award on Equity 
“Padlocks” Bond to Trial 


The Appellate Division has ordered 
a trial of the suit of Actors Equity, 
against the Equitable Surety Co. to 
collect $15,000 on bonds given for 
Duo-Art Productions in 1927 cover- 
ing the production of “Padlocks of 
1927” because of Duo-Arts failure 
to pay $26,000 due Texas Guinan at 
$3,500 a week. 

In the lower court Equity got a 
summary judgment for $16,872 when 
the court struck out the answer on 
the ground that there was no de- 
fense because a judgment Miss 
Guinan got for $26,000 on an arbi- 
tration award was conclusive on the 
defendant. The Appellate Division 
rules that the bonding company was 
not a party to the arbitration and 
that it is entitled to defend the suit 
since it claims there was a modifi- 
cation of Miss Guinan’s contract. 
The high court also believes there is 
some merit in surety company’s 
claim that its liability was to be 
limited to two weeks salary, but this 
question is left open to be decided 
by the trial judge. 


“Blue Sky” First Week 
Does a Silver Lining 


“Out of a Blue Sky” came near 
folding at the Booth Saturday night 
when there was no coin in sight 
to pay salaries. 

Several in the cast waived the 
usual Equity salary guarantee and 
it is understood accepted part pay- 
ment, in the hope of a better break 
in continuing this the final week. 


Ticket Curb Idea Lags 


The plan to install a new ticket 
agency system remains uncomplet- 
ed. The proposition was to have the 
system start March 1. Whether the 
managers and brokers can agree 
upon a set of rules by April 1 is not 
certain. 

Again there were committee meet- 
ings throughout last week, but again 
agency ticket buys for some of the 
new productions were arranged. The 
attitude assumed at the meetings 
‘was that existing agreements (the 
buys) should not be disturbed, In- 
dications are the season will be 
pretty well over before the much 
talked of ticket curb will be agreed 
on, if then. 








Mary Hay Quits 
Mary Hay, giving a 


breakdown as her reason, is out of 
“You Don't Say So.” She left the 


lrervous 


show in Atlantic City Saturday 
night. 

Jules Leventhal, who has the 
show, will keep it going, with 
Joe Donahue, vrother of Jack, as 
the featured name. 


It is | 


play in Richmond. The mayor was 
not enthusiastic about censoring the 
O’Neill play. He named six liberal 
citizens, a magazine writer, a prom- 
inent obstetrician, the most popular 
preacher in town—a Lutheran— 





Cohan’s Coast Trip with 
“Gambling” Abandoned 


° Chicago, Feb. 18. 

George M. Cohan cancelled his 
contract with United Artists last 
week, and for the present will not 
enter pictures. Decision followed 
the remarkable reception and busi- 
ness for Cohan here. 

Contract was drawn up by Dennis 

O'Brien, of O’Brien, Malevinsky & 
Driscoll, Who is attorney both for 
Cohan and United Artists. The con- 
tract called for direction of Al Jol- 
son in a talker, but a clause per- 
mitted Cohan to cancel within 60 
days. 
Cohan will devote himself to legit, 
continuing “Gambling.” He will 
shortly present “Sporting Blood,” 
which had tryout performances in 
Pittsburgh, recently during the 
“Gambling” dates Trip of “Gam- 
bling” to coast is out, play going to 
St. Louis, Detroit, then Boston. 


Stillwell Troupe’s S. O. S. 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

Reported stranded in Birmingham, 
a company of 28 called the All 
Star players appealed to agents for 
help from here. Carboned, unsigned 
letters on the reverse of a handbill 
advertising a benefit for the players, 
states Limie Stillwell, manager, 
jumped the show, and reports Ed- 
ward Schooley, Chi producer, and 
Earl Stewart, inde, as producers. 

Schooley, who got one of the let- 
ters, denies owning any part of the 
show and is starting an investiga- 
tion. He booked a dancing team 
and soubrette to Stillwell and the 
team is now playing St. Louis, 
while the soub returned here. He 
sent costumes C.O.D. to Stillwell 
and they were never taken from the 
express office, he says. 

Ritz hotel, Birmingham, is given 
as the address of the stranded 
bunch, which is asking for con- 
tributions. 











Comstock-Shubert Suit 


The Appellate Division has or- 
dered the Shuberts to be examined 
before trial in the suit of F. Ray 
Comstock for an accounting of the 
profits of “Student Prince” on the 
ground that it is based on “Old 
Heidelberg,” in which he and Sam 
S and Lee Shubert had a partner- 
ship in 1902. 

The Shuberts reply Comstock has 
no claim because the partnership 
had terminated, and 20 years later 
the Shubert Theatre Co. produced 
“Student Prince’ after obtaining 
rights to the musical version of 
“Old Heidelberg” from the author. 

Ula Sharon for London 

Ula Sharon is engaged for a lead- 
ing role in the London production of 
| “Three Musketeers,” which Sir Al- 
fred Butt will produce She sails 
| Friday. 
| She will double the show and the 
|Cafe De Paris, where she will open 
ifor a fortnight shortly after her ar- 
‘rival. 
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| 





| 
| 





a lawyer, a social worker and an after playing five days. 
| artist. 











MAXINE LEWIS 


Now featured with 
Carroll at 
Keith’s Palace, New York, this 

week (February 15) 

The “Daily News,” N. Y., said: 
“Even if the bill weren’t an excep- 
tionally rood one, 
a visit just to 


3 Shows Going Out 


One of last week's legit arrivals 
on Broadway was taken off Satur- 
day. At least two among newer 
shows will shut down this week. 


being 


B. FF. 


hear Maxine 





“9:15 Revue,” presented at the 
Cohan by Ruth Selwyn, stopped 
Show did 

not fare well in the notices, but, 


though it sot fairly good money at 


$20,000 in seven performances, was | 


overboard financially. 





“9:15 REVUE 


Opened Feb. 11. “Manages 
to be vulgar without being 
funny,” declared Garland (Tel- 
egram). Seldes (Graphic) no 
opinion, while other reviewers, 
all second stringers, found re- 
vue “speedy but noisy.” 











“Josef Suss,” presented at Er- 
langers by Charles Dillingham, will 
tour after playing but five weeks. 
On the road the show will be 
known as “Power,” which is the ti- 
tle of the book from which it was 
adapted. Presentation of show in 
Yiddish may have hurt chances. 
Started fairly well, then slipped 
to $12,000, which was under an 
even break. 





“Out of a Blue Sky,” presented 
independently at the Booth, closes 
Saturday, playing about two and a 
half weeks. Believed a novelty, it 
got fair notices, but no business— 
$5,000 or less. 





“OUT OF A BLUE SKY” 


Opened Feb. 8. “Stale and 
pointless,” opined Brown 
(Post), while Darnton (Eve. 
World) tagged it: “Tedious 
and amateur.” Ruhl (Herald 
Tribune) argued the affirma- 
tive, finding: “On the whole, 
decidedly amusing.” 

Ibee (Variety) figured: “Good 
idea misses.” 


Harry | 


it would be worth | 


sing.” | 











“City Haul,” listed to close at the 
Hudson last Saturday, lays off first 
two days, then resumes Wednesday 
at the Eltinge, “Recapture” playing 


latter house until then. Eltinge 
date limited to two and a half 
weeks. 





Wintz’s 2 for 1 Barred; 
Peeved Show Does Well 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 
When Harry Brown, manager of 
Nixon, legit, refused to allow George 
Wintz to put out two-for-one tic- 


kets for the latter’s “Vagabond 
King,” here last week, Wintz 
threatened to cancel, Told to go 


ahead, Wintz had a change of mind 
and now he’s thanking Brown. 

It was the first time Wintz ever 
had a local booking for one of his 
road shows and when thumbs went 
down on his two-for-one proposi- 
tion ,hhe wanted to charge $1.50 top. 
Brown argued it would lower the 
prestige of the house, recalling a 
similar experience last season with 
| Bozo Snyder’s show, and refused to 
acquiesce, Finally agreed, however, 
to perrnit $2 top and show did well, 
considering everything 

“Vagabond King” at that figure 
claimed well over $16,000, which was 
as much a surprise to Wintz as it 
was to the house. Notices only so- 
so, commending Paul Keast, in Den- 
nis King’s old role, but referring to 
remainder of company as decidedly 
second rate. 











FEWER JOBS, BUT MANY 
DRAMA SCHOOL GRADS 


| The most helpless figures on 

Broadway are the many dramatic 
| school graduates'who wander about 
from agency to agency ignorantly 
| and vainly seeking a job and seldom 





finding any. Their chances are 
slighter than anyone else's. They | 
are inexperienced, unfamiliar with 
show customs and fresh from dra- 
matic school. The inside of show 
business is a complete surprise to | 
them. 

In school they learn nothing of 


the conditions of show business and 
year after year the schools turn 
hundreds of them out, to end their 
| dreams of achievement in merely 
hopelessly seeking qa job. 

There is no placé for thém to get 
a job. Stocks which were once a 
refuge are gone practically, and they 
| must remain inexperienced with the 
| dramatic school tag to them. 
| 
| 


Many of them have spent hun- 
dreds of dollars and several years’ 
work to try for something. 

Many of them are from out of 
town and stay around looking for a 
job until their money is gone, when 
must return home. 

There are any number of dra- 
matic school graduates of last year 
who have never had even a small 
| part during the year they have been 
searching, and there are more pour- 
ing out from schools each season to 

Es the throng. 
“Tread the Green Grass,” by Paul 
{Green and produced by William 
|Blake will relight the former Prov- 
| incetown Playhouse, Greenwich 
| Village, Feb. 26. Upon reopening 
j|house will be renamed the Mac- 
a Playhouse, 

“Gamblers All,” comedy by Ar- 
|thur Royster, has gone into re- 
|hearsal and will bow in at the Ful- 
jton, Brooklyn, Mar. 3. Maylon Pro- 
|ductions, Inc., is producer. It comes 
ito New York two weeks later. 

Cast includes Rose Kennelly, 
John Franklyn, Lew Berger, Michael 
Kelly, Edythe McClure, Dora Col- 
lins, Salvatore Carlos, Ruth Perry, 
Grayce Nolan, Joseph Greene, Har- 
old Hetherington and others. 

When Jimmy Cooper’s new pro- 
duction, “The Blue Ghost,” a meller 
mystery by Bernard J. McOwen 
and J. P. Riewerts, opens Feb. 20 
at Hartford it will have one of the 
co-authors, McOwen, as a princi- 
pal. Following its out of town 
fling a week will be played in Jack- 
son Heights with a Broadway pre- 
miere following. 

The cast includes Lyle Stackpole, 
King Calder, Nate Busby, Leslie 
Key, Douglas Cosgrove. 

“The Old Rascal,” Wm. Hodge’s 
new play, with Hodge _§ starred, 
which premiered in New Haven Feb. 
10 and is in Brooklyn this week, has 
the following cast: Grace Le Marr, 
Florence Gerald, Fracez Dumas, 
Edmund Dalby, Marjorie Lytell, 
Harry Hanlon, James S. Barrett, 
Abbott Adams, David Morris and 
John Martin. 

“The Cult,” by Barry Connors, is 
being lined up for an early Broad- 
way production by. Thomas Kilpat- 
rick, 

A. H. Woods has taken over 
“Armistice,” by Garret Fort and 
Garnett Weston. Lohmuller & Em- 
ery, new producing combine, had 
originally intended to do the play. 

Woods will also do a play by 
Verneuil entitled “Miss France.” 

William B. Friedlander has a play 
called “Jonica,” which is being 
touched up by Moss Hart. 

“One Night Only” will reach pro- 
duction next month via Allan Allyn. 
Cast went commonwealth this week, 
waiving the usual Equity security. 


Defer Caster Test Case 


Arbitration of the case of Leslie 
Morosco, agent, against J. Francis 
Robertson, legit actor, scheduled to 
com up at Equity last week has 
been postponed for two weeks at the 
request of Morosco, who has not 
settled upon his arbitrator. 

Controversy involves Robertson’s 
current engagement in “Broken 
Dishes” at the Masque, New York. 
Morosco claims ‘o have negotiated 
the engagement and wants commis- 
sions. Robertson says Morosco had 
nothing to do with securing the en- 
gagement. 

This is the first test case of its 
kind since casting agents signed up 
with Equity under a licensing ar- 
rangement and several others are 
reported being held in abeyance 
awaiting the outcome of the test 
case, 
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“9.15” REVUVE’S UNPAID 
SALARIES UP TO MP.A. 


The “9:15 Revue,” presented by 
Ruth (Mrs. Edgar) Selwyn, came 
to an abrupt close at the Cohan 
Saturday night. It opened Tues- 
day last week. Salaries were 
not paid and claims were filed with 
Equity, the latter calling on the 
Managers’ Protective Association to 
make good. 

Mrs. Selwyn had recently joincd 
the M. P. A., but was reported ready 
to resign from that body. The M. 
P. A., under the basic agreement, 
guarantees salaries of its members, 
A requirement of joining is said to 
be a deposit of $10,000. 

The show did not get a break 
from the reviewers, but business was 
fairly good, the gross being $20.000 
in seven performances. It was 
known that outside financial aid was 
required prior to the show's en- 
trance with the result that net 
enough money to pay off the com- 
pany remained Saturday. The ac- 
tual salary list was placed at $7,200, 
but the orchestra, back stage ciew 
and other expenses raised th> total 
wage scale to about $14,000. The 
theatre was a “four walls” rentai, 
and it was estimated the attraction 
had to do $22,000 weekly to operate. 

Howard Hughes, wealthy young 
coast picture producer, is reported 
having put in $50,000 in the “9:15 
Revue.” Hugnes, under the name 





\of Caddo Pictures, has the lease on 


the Cohan, which shortly expires. 
The revue was first slated fcr the 
Music Box, the booking being sud- 


|\denly switched. 


Ruth Etting, upon the closing of 
“Nine Fifteen,’ was immediately in- 
serted in Ziegfeld’s “‘Simple Simon,” 
going in on a day’s notice. Miss 
Etting had sought to leave the icvue 
sometime ago, but was held to a 
run of the play contract. Her claim 
of salary for six weeks, based on the 
starting date stipulated in the con- 
tract, will be arbitrated this wecis. 
Don Vorhees and his band, ancther 
feature of Mrs. Selwyn’s show, were 
engaged by Lew Leslie for his “In- 
ternational Revue.” 


EQUITY’S WALLOP 


(Continued from page 55) 
cannot be settled between the ac- 
tors’ committee and the producers, 
the matter will automatically revert 
to the concilliation committee of 
the Academy and their findings ac- 
cepted as final by all parties. 

The producers prior to consenting 
to the five-year agreement request- 
ed that at least two-thirds of the 
actors of the foundation group of 
the Academy sign the pledge of al- 
legiance. There are 106 foundation 
members with the pledge having 
been 20 signatures short at the last 
meeting of the players. These sig- 
natures it was figured would be ob- 
tained early this week with the 
other signatures on the pledge hav- 
ing been obtained from 100 special 
members of the Academy who 
joined within the past month. 

Robert Edeson presided at the 
meeting with Conrad Nagel as 
chairman during its progress. 
Irving Thalberg and M, C. Levee 
were the producers’ representatives 
at the meeting. Both stated they 
were in accord with the work that 
the actors’ committee had been do- 
ing for two months and they de- 
clared further that they would 
pledge the compliance of the pro- 
ducers to any findings made by the 
actors’ committee or the concili- 
ation group of the Academy. This 
group has one member from each 
branch of the industry which in- 
cludes producers, technicians, writ- 
ers, directors and actors. 

Many players present spoke in 
open forum on various problems 
that they felt should be remedied, 
suggesting various corrections of 
conditions in the studio which will 
be given immediate attention by 
their committee. 





Guild Stars Halt Play 


Theatre Guild has shuffled plans 
again and has set back Maxwell 
Anderson’s “Elizabeth and Essex’ 
until next season. Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne will have the leads. 

Reason for postponement is that 
the stars have decided upon no 
more work for the current season 
and will embark upon a six months’ 
holiday at the end of their run in 
“Meteor,” current at the Guild, New 


York, and closing several weeks 
hence to make way for Shaws 
“Apple Cart.” 

Lunt and Fontanne’s’ contract 


with the Guild calls for six months’ 
services each year. They have 
worked steadily in previous years 
and are exercising the vacation op- 
tion now. 
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Ziegfeld musical 


and Eddie 


tor’s pride snapped out of it and | 
jumped from $33,000 to $38,000 prac- | 


Los Angeles, 


Can- | Lytell, “Bros.” L. A. Date | 


Feb. 18. | 
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Cushman’s Show Fades 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 
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Shows in N. Y. and Comment 





| Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 


mediocrity or loss. 


with consequent difference in ne 


play is also considered. 


house capacities with the varying overhead. 


in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


ne 


Also the size of cast, 
| 


cessary gross of profit. Variance 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 


admission scale given below. 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musica 


Key to classification: 


comedy): F (farce); O (operetta). 





Admission tax applies 


Bijou (list 
Presented 
written by 


strong cast 


“Apron Strings, 
((C-605-3$3) 
dently; 
Davis 
opened Monday; 

somewhat oft 
weather blamed. 

“Berkeley Square,” Lyceum (ib6tii 
week) (C-957-$4.40) Played an 
extra matinee (Lincoln's 
day) last week; felt drop on rainy 
Thursday but credited 
500 of more. 

“Bird In Hand,” Forrest (47th week) 
(CD-1,015-$3.85) May last out 


Dorrance 
indicated; 
last week's busi- 
with bad 


ness 


second season, with year’s run in] 


sight 


business holds up to profit; 


rround $10,000. 


“Bitter Sweet,” Shubert (16th week) 
(M-1,395-$5.50). Moved here Mon- 
day to make way for “Simple 
Simon”: English operetta should 
extend until Easter; over $30,000; 
scale revised downward to $5.50. 

“Broken Dishes,” Masque (16th 
week) (C-700-$3). One of several 
attractions playing to compara- 
tively moderate grosses but mak- 
ing money; $9,000, approximated 
weekly. 

“Children of Darkness,” Biltmore 
(7th week) (D-1,000-$3.85). Fair 
agency trade helped for a time 
but business off last week as with 
others; about $8,500. 

“City Haul,” Eltinge (8th week) (C- 
892-$3). Moved here from Hudson 
instead of closing. 

“Death Takes a Holiday,” Barry- 
more (9th week) (D-1,090-$3). 
Very good agency sales a factor 
in development of this dramatic 
freak, too; claimed over $14,000 
last week. 

“Dishonored Lady,” Empire (3rd 
week) (D-1,099-$4.40). A new 
success among the dramas; sec- 
ond week went over $20,000; some 
improvement over actual gross of 


first week. . 
“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric 
(138th week) (M-1,400-$6.60). As 


big as ever with agencies report- 
ing top call among the musicals; 
$45,000 weekly the pace. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse (9th 
week) (CD-S879-$3.85). Has a 
special feminine appeal which is 
reason for extra matinee weekly; 
business has been $16,000 and 
more. 

“Heads Up,” Alvin (15th week) (M- 
1,398-$5.50). Should run until 
Easter and probably longer; last 
week's takings again around $30,- 
000 mark. 

“International Revue,” Majestic. 
Postponed until next week. 

“It Never Rains.” Bayes (14th week) 
(C-860-$3). Moved to roof house 
from Bijou; fourth theatre to have 
small east comedy which has been 
getting by with grosses around 
$3,000. 

“it’s A Grand Life,” Cort (2nd week) 
(C-1,042-$3). Appears to be in 
doubt; first week's pace takings 
around $9,000; not good for star 
attraction. 

“Journey’s End,” Miller's 
week) (D-946-$4.40). Appears to 
be grooved in pace with $12,000 
grossed last week; played an extra 
matinee; still profitable. 

“Joseph,” Liberty (2nd week) (D-1,- 
202-$3). Opening middle of last 
week and drew what seemed to be 
good notices which, however, did 
not react at box office. 

“Josef Suss,” Erlanger (5th week) 
(D-1,520-$3). Final week; a major 
production effort for a drama but 
rather disappointing draw. 

“June Moon,” Broadhurst 
week) (C-1,118-$3.85). Got about 
$17,000 last week, lowest figure 
since opening; weather counted 
against this big money comedy. 

“Many A Slip,” Little (8rd week) 
(C-530-$3.85). . Management en- 
couraged over chances of this new 
comedy; second week again 
around $8,000 which is okay in 
small theatre. 

“Mendel, Inc.,” Ritz (13th week) (C- 
945-$3.85). Laugh show going 
along to profitable 
of many theatre parties; 
$9,000 to $10,000 average. 

“Meteor,” Guild (9th week) 
914-$3). Ought to 
month and perhaps more; iast 
week quoted at $15,000, which is 
big without subscriptions. 

“Nancy’s Private Affair,” 
(6th week) (C-1,094-$3) 


(49th 


(20th 


rated 


(CD- 


Hudson 
Moved 


here Monday after making pretty | 


good start at Vanderbilt; 
like most others last week: 


dipped 


Saturday; played one week: show 


in financial difficulties though got 


about $20,000. 

“Out of a Blue Sky,” Booth (3rd 
week) (CD-708-$3). Final 
business first full week $5,00€ or 
less: regarded having no chance 
to climb. 

“Phantoms,” Wallack’s 
(CD-77T9-$3). 
gmall money but somehow man- 


(5th week) 


week ) | 
indepen- | 


Birth- | 


with $20,- | 


pace with aid | 


stick another | 


$7,000. | 
“Nine Fifteen Revue,” Cohun. Closed 


week; | 


Few shows getting | 


on tickets over $3 


hold on; this is one; 


aging to 
$3.000 

“Rebound,” Plymouth (3rd 
(C-1,042-$3.85). New mone 
ter among comedies: has smart 
agency draw; around $20,600 in 
eight performances, slightly under 

| itlilladl Week, 

“Ritzy,” Longacre (2nd week) (C-1,- 
019-$3) Appears to have chance 


week) 


get- 


to land in a moderate way: some 
agency call: pe:formance liked; 
| $7.000 to $8,000. 
“Ripples,” New Amsterdam (2nd 


week) (M-1,702-$6.60). Difference 
of opinion over new Stone show; 


} ticket brokers stuck with tickets 
on inclement -nights; however, 
$45,000 in first seven pertor- 


mances; had $11,000 first night at 

$16.50 top. 
“Simple Simon,’ 

M-1,622-$5.50). 


Ziegfeld (1st week) 
Presented by Flo- 
renz Ziegfeld; using $5.50 admis- 
sion scale instead of generally 
higher rate; kd Wynn starred; 

{| opened Thursday. 

“Sketch Book,” 44th St. (34th week» 
(R-1,325-$6.60). Virtually alone 
so far as revue competition is 
concerned; will probably run past 
Easter; over $27,000. 

|“Sons - o’ - Guns,” Imperial 
week) (M-1,466-$6.60). Still holds 
Broadway leadership in point of 
weekly virtual capacity; 
$48,000. 

“Street Scene,” Ambassador (59th 
week) (C-1,200-$3.85). Has been 
averaging bit better than $12,000 
sinc moving here and engage- 
ment of run drama still indefinite. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (23rd 
week) (C-830-$3.85). Quoted at 
nearly $23,000, which topped non- 
musicals. last week; has been 
playing nine performances weekly 
but holiday prices provided extra 
tilt. 

“Strike Up the Band,” Times Square 

} (6th week) (M-1,057-$6.60). Going 

| along to excellent trade with 

| 





(13th 


gross; 





capacity all verformances and 
generally standing room: $36,000. 
\“Subway Express.” Republic (23rd 
week) (D-901-$3). Mystery play 
slotted around $9,000; profitable 
at pace and will probably stick 
well into spring. 
“Sweet Adeline,’ 
(25th week) (M-1,265-$6.60). Ex- 
pected to continue until Easter 
and maybe longer; business, how- 
ever, has been off for some time; 
$28,000 estimated last week. 
“The Green Pastures,’ Mansfield 
(ist week) (D-1,100-$4.40), Pre- 
sented by Lawrence Rivers; writ- 
ten by Marc Connelly; 2!1 Negro 
cast; opens Saturday (Feb. 22). 
“The Boundary Line,” 48th St. (3d 
week) (CD-964-$3). Doubtful of 
landing; business last week was 
around $5,000 or a bit more. 
“The Criminal Code,” National (21st 
week) (D-1,164-$3). While not a 
big money show, business con- 
sistently profitable at fair grosses, 
averaging $10,000 weekly; less 
last week, and due to tour after 
next week. 


Hammerstein’s 





“The Infinite Shoeblack,” Maxine 
Elliott (1st week) (CD-924-$3). 


Presented by Lee Shubert; writ- 
ten by Norman Macown; drew at- 
tention at Chicago tryout; opened 
Monday. 

“The Last Mile,” Harris (2d week) 
(D-1,051-$3). Opened late last 
week, with critics loud in prais- 
ing it; prison outbreak drama; 
some question as to its appeal, 
especially to women. 

“The Plutocrat,” Vanderbilt 
week) (C-771-$3). 
Charles Coburn 


(ist 
Mr. and Mrs. 
present and ap- 
pear in Arthur Goodrich play 
adapted from Booth Tarkington 
book: opens Thursday (Feb, 20). 
“The Street Singer,” Royale (22d 
week) OM-1,118-$5.50). Moved here 
from Shubert and expected to last 
a short while longer;. trade esti- 
| mated around $17,000. 
| “Those We Love,” John Golden (1st 
week) (CD-900-$3). Presented by 
Philip Dunning: written by George 
Abbott and S. K. Lauren: Abbott 
now in lead; opens tonight (Feb. 
19). 
i\“Top Speed,” Chanin’s 46th St. (9th 
week) (M - 1,413 - $5.50). Agency 
buy has kept this musical alive 
with cut rates counting almost 
from the start, too; around $20,- 
O00, 
|“Topaz,” Music 
1,.000-$3). 
week; 


about 








’ 


(2d week) (D- 
middle of last 
very good; got 


Box 
( pened 
notices 


rated having best 
veek’s pren ieres 
“Wake Up and Dream,” Selwyn (8th 
week) (R-1,067-$6.60). Agency buy 
| a strong factor in English revue's 
business: making a little money; 
last week, around $27,000. 
‘Waterloo Bridge,” Fulton (7th 
week) (C-913-$3.85). Agency buy 
i has another week to go, with pace 





C (comedy); | | 


| 


| his manner 


| 














Miriam 
' cinnati 
|, Ails is no novice at the art of mak- 


Cin- 


‘Roscoe 


Smith Goldenberg, 
“Enquirer,” said: 


ing people laugh. He is so original, 
so distinctly his own. 
His portrayal of Alexander, who 
has an aversion to an old wife when 
a younger one appears, 1S an eve- 
ning’s merriment long to be remem- 
bered.”’ 
ROSCOE AILS 

Featured comedian in Schwab & 
Mandel’s “New Moon” Co., enroute. 

Direction LOUIS SHURR. | 








“Little Show,” $24,000, 
Runner Up in Boston 


Boston, Feb. 18. 
“Simple Simon” at the Coloniai 
for the third week ran way ahead 
of the field in Boston, The gross, 
although not as high as the first 
two weeks, was between $31,000 and 


$32,000. Exceptionally good busi- 
ness. House dark this week. 

At the PWlymouth “Little Acci- 
dent” is going strong. Capacity 


houses all week. Around the corner 


at the Majestic “Babes in Toy- 
land” did about as well as was to 
be expected. 

The Shuberts put “Flying High” 
in at the Shubert last week but 
took it out after one week and 
are now playing “The New Moon” 
there. “Flying High” netted only 
$15,000, below normal, in its one 


week, 

“The Little Show” at the Wilbu: 
was second and promises to take 
the lead now that “Simple Simon” 
has left town. 

Last Week's Grosses 

Coioniai—Dark. “Simple Simon” 
did $31,000. 





“The Little Show”—Wilbur. Now 
in second week. Grossed $24.000. 
“Little Accident”—Plymouth. Ca- 


pacity houses keep gross at $18,000. 
Fifth week in Boston. Going strong. 

“The New Moon”—Shubert. First 
week. “Flying High” took $15.009. 

“Robin Hood”—Majestic. “RPabes 
in Toyland” grossed $14,000. 

“Young Sinners”—Lyric (formerly 
B. F. Keith's). Show opens tomor- 
row. House dark for past few 
weeks. 








“SAY NO” FOR CHI. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 
Charlotte Greenwood in “She 
Couldn’t Say No” is being spotted 
in the Illinois theatre, Chicago, 
April 1, by Henry Duffy. 
Nellie Revell will handle advance 
with Frank Hill managing. 





thereafter somewhat questionable; 
$9,000 to $10,000. 

“Wise Child,” Belaseo (29th week) 
(C - 1,050 - $3.85). Claimed top 


money among non-musicals last 
week; a holiday matinee added 
sent gross to $24,500. 

“Young Sinners,” Morosco (13th 


week) (CD-893-$3). Expected to 
run into warm weather period; 
not much off last week; better 
than $16,000 claimed. 
Special Attractions—Little Theatres 
“Mei Lan-Fang,” 49th St.; Chi- 
nese dramatic company; listed for 
two weeks; bettered $11,000 advance 
sale; opened Monday. 
“R.U.R.,” Beck; brought in for a 


week; repeat; “The Apple Cart” 
next week. 
“Michael and Mary,” Hopkins; 


still big. 

“Everything’s Jake,” Assembly; 
may move to regular theatre. 

“The Count of Luxembourg,” Jol- 
son's; revival, 

“At the Bottom,” 
vival. 

“General John Regan,” Irish (Vil- 
lage) revival. 

Civic Repertory, 14th St. 
Neighborhood Playhouse Co.; 
Mecca Temple for three nights. | 
starting Thursday. 

Ruth Draper, Comedy. 





Waldorf; re- | 





$9,000 in performances and | 
chance of last | 





| virtue of a 
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Broadway Newcomers Disappoint, 
Even Business of Standbys Off 





Broadway anticipated the arrival 


'of last week’s new shows with 
particular interest because of out- 
| of-town reports The net result 
iwas 6onsiderably under expecta 
| tions. None among the nine at- 
|tractions was definitely tabbed as 
a hit. 

Business suffered a setback be- 
cause of inclement weather two 01 
| three nights. Thursday was | 


particularly off with a driving rain 
storm the factor, with snow the 
deterrent Saturday. Better grosses 
were scored by some of the leaders 
because of added matinees on 
Lincoln’s birthday. but the field 
found no benefit. In fact a number 
of figures were under the levels of 
the preceding week. 

“Ripples,” at the New Amsterdam 
was the entrant but 
did not live up to its rep. By 
high premiere scale 
approximated $45,000 


outstanding 


the gross 


Agencies were loaded with a ticket 
buy and found trouble getting them 
out. “Nine Fifteen tevue” came 


a quick cropper and stopped at the 
Cohan Saturday. 
“Topaze” Promising 

“Topaze,”” at the Music Box, was 
rated having about the best chance 
of the newest non-musicals, the in- 
dicated pace bettering $12,000; “The 
Last Mile,” at the” Harris, drew the 
most favorable notices in months, 
but business was not hot; “Joseph” 
was accorded a favorable welcome 
at the Liberty, with trade after the 
opening away off; “It’s a Grand 
Life” started mildly with $9,000 at 
the Cort; “Ritzy,” however, may 
get by at the Longacre, $7,000 to | 
$8,000; mid-week entrants of the 
week before, “Out of a Blue Sky,” 
closes at the Booth this week, while 
“The Boundary Line” not much over 
$5,000 at the 48th Street. 

“It’s a Wise Child” slid past $24,- 
000 last week with a holiday mati- 
nee added; “Strictly Dishonorable,” 


which has been giving nine per- 


place money standing at $48,000 or 
more; “Fifty Million Frenchmen” 
solid at $45,000 and “Strike Up 

Band,” $36,000; “Bitter Sweet” and 


“Heads Up” about $30,000: “Wake 
Up and Dream,” $27,000; little less 
for “Sweet Adeline” and “Sketch 
Book”; “Top Speed” around $20,000, 


and “Street Singer’ $17,000. 

“The Apple Cart” comes to the 
Beck next week, at which time the 
“International Revue” debuts at y 
Majestic (postponed from this 
week); “Tread the Green Grass” is 
slated tor the Belmont. Also men- 
tioned for next week are “Gala 
Night” and “The Old Rascal.” “Jo- 
sef Suss’”’ 
“Power” 
Haul,” 


son, is 


goes to the 
from = Erlanger’s. “City 
which stopped at the Hud- 
due to resume at the El- 
tinge Wednesday 


JUMPS TO “SIMON’”’ 
With the sudden 
Ruth “9:15 Revue” at the 
Cohan theatre, Ruth Etting lost no 
time in closing another contract. 
Flo Ziegfeld engaged 
new Ed Wynn show, with Miss 
Etting reporting for rehearsals 
Monday afternoon and night (dress 
rehearsal) and practically opening 


road as 


closing of the 


Selwyn 


her for the 


cold in the “Simple Simon” pre- 
miere last night (Tuesday) at the 
Ziegfeld. 








Some People Knock on 
W ood—Others Buy 


Accident Insurance! 


DO YOU KNOW that over 94,000 
people are killed by accidents in 
the United States every year? 


DO YOU KNOW that ten times 
as many people are killed and 
injured than die from natural 
causes? 


Buy Accident Insurance 





formances right along, got nearly 
$23,000 because of holiday scales; 
“Berkeley Square” in nine times | 
bettered $20,000; rated next were 
“Dishonorable Lady” and “Re- 


Now—Tomorrow May 
Be Too Late! 





bound,” which got $20,000 or a bit 
over; “June Moon” 


| 
slipped to about | 

317,000; “First Mrs. Fraser” and | 
“Young Sinners” around $16,000; | 
“Meteor,” $15,000; “Death Takes a |; 


Holiday,” $14,000; “Journey’s End’ 
and “Street Scene,” $12,000; “Water- 
loo Bridge, $9,500; “Criminal Code,” 
“Children of Darkness,” ‘Mendel, 
Inc.,” and “Broken Dishes,” $8,500; 
“Many a Slip,” $8,000; “Nancy’s Pri- 
vate Affair,” $7,500; others down- 
ward to $3,000 or less by “It Never | 
Rains” and “Phantoms.” 
Old Musicals Hold Up 

“Sons o’ Guns” holds its 





first | 
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RICHARD 


Announces with deep regret the 


of his very pleasant association 


The Personal Representative 


CARRYING ON AT THE SAME ADDRESS 


1674 Broadway, Rooms 514-515. Tel. Col. 1688 


PITMAN 


severance, by mutual agreement, 
of five years with Jenie Jacobs 
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RIPPLES 


Charles Dillingham musical, starring Fred 
Stone, featuring Dorothy Stone, introducing 
Paula Stone and including Mrs. Fred Stone. 
Written and staged by William Anthony 
McGuire. Music by Oscar Levant and Al- 
pert Sirmay, with lyrics by Irving Ceasar 
and Graham John. Dances by William Hol- 
prook and Mary Read. Settings by Joseph 
Urban. Costumes by Charles LeMaire. 
Presented Feb. 1i at New Amsterdam. 
Sealed to $6. 

Herman Dutcher...... Arthur Cunningham 
Honus... William Kerschell 
Malcolm Fairman............ Edward Allen 
Ripples. .ceccccscsvcvcccceces Dorothy Stone 
Richard ehby. ; ; 
Mrs. Willoughby 


Willoughby...... eeaccc ae St 
Pillsbury 
Martin ryn 
John Pillsbury an Alt y 
Corporal Jack Sterling......Eddie Foy, Jr 
Sergeant Banner. 
Mrs. Sterling... 

Millicent me 
Little Billie 
JA POP. ccecoe eceses . Colonel Caspe 


John 
Jane 
Mrs 


Fred Stone musicals are a persist- 
ing phenomena. It’s taken for 
granted always that they will stick 


at least twe of the four weather | 
changes of any year. If they failed 
to click editorials would be written 


and the Times would probably de- 
plore the decadence of tradition. All | 


of which prefaces the observation 
that commercial prediction on a 
Stone show is superfluous. 
“Ripples” is pretty good enter- 
tainment for general consumption 
It shares with the whole pack of 
song and dance diversions a plot 
evaporation following intermission, 
And it shares another weakness 


more recently typical of Broadway 
musicals, an absence of outstanding 
tunes. On the positive side there's 
a production of exceptional pretti- 
ness and a fairly smooth and swift 
pace. 

Paula Stove, the second of the 
three daughters, jeins the family on 
the boards with this season. She is 
surprisingly easy for a _ beginner, 
suggesting she must have picked up 
a lot of miscellaneous footlight ex- 
perience as she grew up. She can 
stand contrast with many of the 
Broadway ingenues below the estab- 
lished feature billing group. Her 
part is much the better of the two 
girl roles in “Ripples,” her better- 
known sister being subordinated, or 
at least not highlighted. 

Two of the girls when dancing 
with their father are sure-fire. That 
faithful and far-flung congregation 
of Fred Stone adherents will bark 
in sentimental enthusiasm at the 
spectacle. There is, in fact, some- 
thing peculiarly heartening about a 
theatrical family with tradition be- 


hind it. Mrs. Fred Stone drawing 
and deserving applause on her 
splendid appearance adds to the 


three cheers feeling. 

“And I want,” said Stone in his 
eurtain speech, “to thank William 
Anthony McGuire for writing me a 
clean show.” 

After a moment’s perplexity the 
audience decided to ignore this 
opening to endorse the higher purity. 
As a matter of fact McGuire’s com- 
edy employs certain wheezes of a 
slightly indigo hue. In the service 
of anyone else these detours into 
innuendo wouldn’t be noticed at all. 
But in a Fred Stone musical the 
Broadway slant on many things 
seems strangely incongruous. 

Not, let it be recorded, that 
“Ripples” is in any way similar to 
a French farce or a Shubert revue. 
It holds pretty close to the Fred 
Stone pattern. 

Eddie Foy, Jr., sewed his insignia 
On a personal success. This young 
man goes on the roster of those who 
are on their way. He handles him- 
seif smartly, and being eligible both 
as light comedian and juvenile, 
makes it twice as auspicious. 

Kathryn Hereford, newcomer, ex- 
cited interest and shares with An- 
drew Tombes, “I’m a Little Bit 
Fonder of You,’ the show’s sole 
song possibility. Miss Hereford is 
of the English type of beauty and 
still more of a looker than an ac- 
tress, yet showing indications that 
her ability may catch up to her 
comeliness. 

Charles Collins, English juvenile, 
neat on his feet and singing nicely, 
managed before the evening was out 
to arouse curiosity to the point of 
consulting the program. He, too, 
may be enrolled on the special scru- 
tiny list. 

ExceptionaHy good is the work of 
the dancing chorus throughout the 
Play. William Holbrook and Mary 
Read are jointly responsible. Let 
the bouquet be apportioned equally 
for imagination in conception and 
finesse in execution. Ensembles are 
one of the really strong points of 
the show. 

Late in the evening Fred Stone 
does a time dance with crutches 


which is his own individual high- 
light. Entirely mended from his 
aeroplane mishap, Stone gets 


around with his usual nimbleness. 
His initial entrance is a flying spill 
into a bed of tulips. 

Charles LeMaire’s costuming and 
Joseph Urban’s settings collaborate 


in making the production register 
quality and optical glamour, vital 
ingredients. If it matters, the plot 


is about a lazy fellow named Rip 
claiming descent from the legendary 
Van Winkle of the Catskills. His 
disreputable mode of living and 
knack for prevarication imperil his 
daughter’s marriage into the local 
sentry. A gang of dwarfs in the 
mountains turn out to be members 
of a bootleg gang and along about 
11.15 everything is definitely put in 
place. A 

Be surprised if it doeeh’t run into | 
the summer. land. 











TOPAZE 


Comedy from the French of Marcel Pag- 








nol, with adaptation by Benn W. Lévy. 
Presented by Lee Shubert. Frank Morgan, 
Phoebe Foster and Mildred Mitchel fea- 
tured. Directed by Stanley Logan. Set- 
tings by Rollo Wayne. At the Music Box. 
Top, $3.85. 

T ypaze... eocccere Frank Morgan 
Ernestine Muche.......... Mildred Mitchell 
DON ve0 06 waeds sess oe ..+-Hubert Druce 
LED CECE OREO TE Ha Davenport 
Le Ribonchon........ er eee George sSpelvin 
Suzy Court wisniagndeae ae Phoebe Foster 
Baroness Pitart-Vignolles..Catherine Doucet 
Castel-Benac..............Clarence Derwent | 
Butler... a ococec COrn us Vezin 
Roger De Be lle ane ee las Jo 
F stenographer....cecece ee Ald h Wise 
Rann: Stenographer u \ 

A Go eee \ H ! 


This adaptation from the French 


has many delightful aspects from 
| the fine acting to the smartness of 
most of the dialog and consummate 

leverness of execution, but ilso 


bears features that place the minus 
marks against it. The keen edg 
that might have been is dulled prin- 


e 


cipally by states of lethargy into 
which the play frequently falls, the | 
unconvineing turns it takes toward 
the last and the tendency of the 


adaptor now and then to overwrite. 


| Because it has been so well done, 
the play escapes being a bore, but, 

due to its shortcomings, it also 

misses being anything more than 

mildly amusing entertainment 

Chances fo1 un look slender. This 

due to appeal being direct 


is partly 
ed strict 
of audiences. 
“Topaze” 
plot, 


] 
i 


is 


French in 
atmosphere 


typically 
treatment and 
Even opportunities for risque 
touches of the upper-strata brand 
are not permitted to go by the board. 
The action never misses a suggest- 
ive spot, but the dialog, which is 
this play’s backbone, takes care of 
that. 

Complaint of police that Al- 
bert Topaze’s stenographer has been 
on the make from the office window 
would be burlesque of extreme 
crudity in different atmosphere, and 
even here goes a little too far, but 
another scene is meat for the so- 
phisticates. Here the corrupt mem- 
ber of the city council, writing con- 
tracts to himself through a dummy 
agency, explains to the stupid Albert 
Topaze how 10,000 francs can be col- 
lected from several restaurants a 
year by removing a distasteful but 
very essential memorial to public 
service from in front of one cafe to 
another. This scene is so cleverly 
written and so ingeniously played 
that it stands as one of the most 
delectable moments of the play. 

Topaze is a school teacher in the 
first act and a pillar of honesty. His 
adherence to the truth is only sur- 
passed by his stupidity, with the 
result he’s fired by the schoolmaster 
for not playing politics in the mat- 
ter of examination marks for a 
baroness’ son. The second act 
finds the meek school teacher in- 
veigled into acting as the dummy 
for the scheming city council boss 
and his mistress. He is still so hon- 
est and so dumb that he fails to 
grasp the significance of politics 
until the beginning of the third act, 
when his character is startlingly 
changed. How he not only places 
the council member in his power, but 
grabs the gal as well, this causing 
Frank Morgan to so step out of 
character that the effect of his per- 
formance is badly lessened, is re- 
sponsible for blunting most of the 
play’s edge. 

First act is a pip. In the second 
the lapses from perfection begin to 
show, with some scenes of clumsy 
dialog and direction. 

Without Levy’s satiric lines, the 
frequent delicacy of the farce ele- 
ments and the able cast, “Topaze” 
couldn’t stand up. Morgan is un- 
questionably one of the finest actors 
in legit, and here as a humble school 
teacher he’s at his best. Clarence 
Derwent as the gesticulating coun- 
cil member, is also superb, and a 
fine bit is offered by Alf Helton, a 
blackmailing “gentleman.” 

‘Miss Foster, Miss Mitchell and 
others are merely fair, excepting 
Catherine Doucet as the sensitive 
baroness. 

Play is 
three sets. 


done in three acts and 
Char. 
Melodrama in three acts Presented at 
the Harris Feb. 13 by Herman Shumlin. 
Written by John Wexley. Staged by Ches- 
ter Erskin. 
Fred Mayor...... ssescecses Howard Phillips 
Richard Walters...cccocccsssessss James Bell 
*“*Red’’ Kirby....ccccccceseessHale Norcross 
Vincent Jackson. o.e..e.ee.-Ernest Whitman 
Eddie Werner.....e.. .George Leach 
DPORO. occecss P Don Costello 
-..-®pencer Tracy 
-Herbert Heywood 
° Orville Harris 
Callahan...cccsccecsseceosss- Ralph Theadore 
Harris. ....ceccocsececeesesskichard Abbott 
Tom D’Amoro.......+. Joseph Spurin-Calleia 
Henry O'Neill 
Clarence Chase 
Macfarlane 
West 


eeeeeeeer 


O’Filaherty.... 


Peddie... 





se eeeeeses 
-Bruce 
oceee- Albert 


Frost 


An all-male cast, convicted mur- 
derers doomed to the electric chair, 
make this new melodrama doubtful 
of box-office appeal. 

“The Last Mile” an American 
Grand Guignol thriller, but instead 
of 15 minutes its enactment takes 
two and a half hours. The matter 
of audience sympathy is conjectural 
and may be likened to public feeling 
for the convicts in the outbreaks at 
Auburn, Sing Sing and other jails 
within recent months. 

Audience tympathy is won 


is 


in a 


|; measure by a youth about to go to 


y to the most sophisticated | 


| two leads 


| the chair. He had killed his sweet- 
heart, a 16-year-old girl whom he 
wanted to marry. 
Story to reporters just before he 
goes through the door—the last mile 
—his case was manslaughter, cer- 
tainly not premeditated murder. 
Another man in the death house of 
this Oklahoma prison attracts at- 
tention, too, in a more or less sym- 
pathetic way and more because of 
|} his humor. The man is a big col- 
|} ored fellow, convicted of garroting 


| his mistress. 

The single scene is the row of 
cells in the death house. Richard 
Walters is to be electrocuted fo1 
killing is girl. The hour ap 
proaches midnight. The boy is vis 
ited several times by the prison 
priest, and as time wears on the 

hance for a reprieve grows les 
Guards shave the temples, head and 
legs of the condemned mar Lights 


grow dim as 
the distance, 
the voltage. 


th inor of 
tne aoor ol 


the generators hum in 
the executioner testing 
The man is led through 
the death chamber. and 


paid the penalty. 
Two weeks later. 
due for the chair that night. 
“Killer” Mears, former lieutenant of 
a Chicago gang, grips the throat of 


the guard through the bars, takes 
his keys and opens the cells. They 
take possession of the death house, 
raiding the near-by office to obtain 
ins. They lead in the principal 
keeper, the chaplain and the guards 
who are locked up. 
| The balance is the story of an 
outbreak in a New York state 
prison. State troopers line the 
| prison walls. Machine guns are 
brought into action (simulation of 
| the machine gun rattle not well 
done), the siren blows and search- 


) 


lights sweep the cell block. 

Word is sent the warden that if 
he does not free the condemned men 
and furnish a high-powered car for 
a getaway the guards and the other 
hostages will be shot. The Chicago 
ganster first kills a guard. When no 
sign comes from the warden he 
shoots down the _ keeper. Both 
bodies are heaved through the win- 
dow. 
the priest’s head, but desists at the 
pleading of other felons. He, too, 
kills a wounded convict to put him 
out of his misery. There are but 
two shots left for three remaining 
convicts, it having been planned for 
each to commit suicide. The killer 
gives his gun to one of the others 
when there is no hope of winning, 


then walks out into the stream of 
machine gun bullets spraying the 


prison yard. 

Realism in “The Last Mile” 
seemed to be a point of view. The 
shootings were visual. Perhaps they 
would look more sensational and 
startling if similar murders had not 
been committed at Auburn. Killer 
Mears used an oath or two, but the 
language could not approach the 
vicious speech of thugs in such a 
stress of excitement. A cement floor 
was laid to further create illusion, 
but without the effect desired. In- 
mates of the death house wear felt 
slippers and officials tred lightly. 

Spencer Tracy is Killer Mears, not 
so tough in speech as he should 
have been, but a quiet, vicious fel- 
low, and nobody to shake hands 
with. James Bell, very good as the 
youth sent to the chair in the first 
act. Hale Norcross excellent as Red 
Kirby, who had been reprieved; 
Ernest Whitman ditto as the col- 
ored convict; Ralph Theadore, the 
principal keeper; Henry O'Neill, the 
priest; Joseph Spurin-Calleia, an 
Italian murderer, and several others 
play well. 

But most people of ‘The Last 
Mile” are, after all, the dregs of the 


toughest class of society, sordid 
men who are an aversion rather 
than diversion. May get stag au- 


dience, and without feminine pat- 
ronage does not figure to land. 


I bee. 
The Infinite Shoeblack 
Drama in three acts presented at the 


Maxine Biliott Feb. 17 ty Lee Shubert; 
written by Norman MacOwan; Helen Men- 
ken and Leslie Banks featured; staged by 
latter and the author. 


Andrew Betwick....seecse.s-.-leelie Banks 


Lizzie..... sscccccocoesss-MOlly MeIntyre 
Ralph Mayne...ecceoe+.-Denald Blackwel: 
BEER, WEB. ccccccccescéisccosces Essex Dane 
SEPP Pere ee PTT YITi Tyrer Helen Menken 
Bits MOIR. 0. cssvecs ««».Norman MacOwan 
Brig. General Driver........Walter Plinge 
MOIR : WRG co 66 ves0esecee Taeb-Poucar 
Bis Ws Me Deeresecctcvess Mary Hoth 
My PEs cad escaivede Elisabeth Upthecrove 
Ist R. F. A. Officer... Oswald Marshall 
2nd R. F. A. Officer...... Victor Barrington 
Australian Officer......... ..-Michael Stark 
French Infantry Officer..Joseph Romantini 
French Artillery Officer Roman Arnoldoff 
Wee Gils tscccaencteceede Anne Linwood 
lst Infantry Officer...... -Arthur Gilmore 
2nd Infantry Officer....Clement O' Loghlen 
R. F. C. Officer. .coces Philip Cary Jones 
Capt. RESNCY cccccecccce Robert Harrigan 
A, 7. Bes eeeccces Robert Donaldsen 
Mrs. Smart........ Frances i Campbell 





A bit lengthy, somewhat windy is 
“The Infinite Shoeblack,” latest of 
the Shubert importations, very well 
done. But it rates as a highbrow 
attraction That it will draw more 
than class trade on the lower floor 
is doubtful. 

The play was first shown in Chi- 
cago, and then in Philadelphia as 
presentations by subscription drama 
leagues fostered by the Shuberts. 
It attracted attention and is re- 
ported doing rather well. The cast 
is well peopled in one scene only, 
the dialog being mostly between the 
The first act was prom- 
Plenty of color in the second 





ising 


As he tells the| 


PLAY REVIEWS 


with the final act quiet and ending | 
in tragedy. 


“The Infinite Shoeblack” action 
j}takes place in Edinburgh, Cairo, and | 
back in Edinburgh. Andrew Ber- 
wick, a hard-headed, aspiring | 
Scotchman, is studying for an ex-} 
amination that will make him an 
insurance actuary and the hope of! 
a job with better pay. He is living | 
in lodgings that cost him but four 
shillings a week, on the attic floor 
of a house of prostitution. | 

Into Andrew's life comes Mary, | 

girl found fainted on the door] 
steps He carried er to his rooms 
sends her to bed and fetches the 
doctor he ‘ Marv tells 
part of el! tory She id had 
many lovers, b Andrew would not 
believe er, t ng the girl ill. The 
rirl had bee ped in t lore of 

I lent Gre ¢ f result of w ich 
being a passion for loving ! 
ing as she chose Now in a neuro 
tic condition the case is considered 
grave by the doctor, who advises a 
long rest in Spain 

Andrew raises the necessary 


the dimming lights indicate he has } 
_ | money 
Another man is | 
John | 


by putting the name of an 
other youth on his own examination 


papers. Mary never knows of the 
sacrifice until the end. The war 
breaks out. They meet again in 
Cairo. Her maiden aunt had died | 
leaving her $20,000 a vear. She had 
la fine home and loved to live in the 
sun Andrew (wit! one arn host) 
learns she ji the mistre of hie 
general, and it burn: But he had 
loved Mary from the first. He pro 
poses marriage, demands she give 
|up her money as well as her lovers, | 


te ing a bullet into | ; 
He is for putting a bullet into lof luxury and love, appears to have 


| made Mary a different woman. 
| she 











| companys 
| well, 


and become the hard working wife 
of a poor man. She protests, but | 
consents to his conditions. Andrew 
always amused her, and she was} 


stung with the thought that after all 
his idea of life was right. Anyway | 
she loved him. 

A few years later, Mary and An- 
drew are in their meagre Edinburgh 


rooms. A son had been born four 
weeks. Mary has been abed, but 
seems better. Andrew is again 


studying for the examination which 
could have easily passed before 
the war. The transition from a life 


he 


But 
is slipping into the shadows 
from some unexplained cause. 

The author creates a premise that 
did not seem to be carried out logi- 
cally. It did not seem the right end- 
ing to a story that at times had 
lofty aspects, ending as it does in 
drabness. Carlyle’s “Sartor Resar- 
tus” was the indicated inspiration. 
In the program is a quotation, “Will 
the whole Finance Ministers and 
Upholsterers and Confectioners of 
modern Europe undertake in joint- 
stock company, to make one Shoe- 
black happy? They cannot accom- 
plish it above an hour or two; for 
the Shoeblack also has a soul quite 


other than his stomach.” At one 
time Mary tells Andrew he loved 
sadness. He reclaims a woman, so 


it is all some- 
the average ob- 


he thinks, and yet 
what puzzling to 
server. 

Helen Menken, the titian of “Sev- 
enth Heaven” is the blonde and 
neurotic Mary, surely an appealing 
figure, the more so through her ex- 
perience prior to meeting Andrew. 
Leslie Banks makes his Andrew a 
doughty Scot, a man with a way 
about him and never uncertain. 
Nearly all other characters are bits. 

“The Infinite Shoeblack” is not 
exactly satisfying. In production and 
acting it is high class. Limited 
engagement indicated. Ibee. 


JOSEPH © 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Liberty Feb. 12 by John Golden; written 
by Bertram Bloch; George Jessel starred; 
staged by George S. Kaufman. 
Potiphar......eeeeeees Ferdinand Gottschalk 
| ( ,” PePrrrrrrerrerrrevirr ry ly. Ara Gerald 
Pharaoh. ....csccccccess Douglass Dumbrille 
Pharaoh's Guard.....«««- Michael Markham 
Thetis. ..cccccccccccsscesseCatherine Cooper 
JOBIR. scvosceves cccoccccccese Saney Murray 
First Guard...cccccscccsceess George Ertell 


é00000es1ss eee B.D 108 
oetencsseens eee 


Second Guard. 
A Slave Dealer.. 


| tation 





Deborah........« cecccccceseos hune Teeman 
SOME: 6 kvticcee aneeeeehs chaecea Mr. Jessel 
An Old Slave....cccccoces Pickering Brown 
High Priest.........e++..--Harold Hartzell 
Slave Girl..... 06006 ees teense Lois Hazzard 
Ashtahoolum. ......sceseeeees Curtis Jenkins 
First Jailer. ..cccccccccccccccees Julian Noa 
Second Jailer.......scscccesss Robert Burton 
Prison Superintendent.......Selden Bennett 
A PIGOTMEP..ciccccccscccccess Sam Bennett 
King’s Baker. ....+scscsvcsces Tom Post 
King’s Butler. .ccccccees cooeeee Ded Athey 
A Prison Slaveé...ccccccccses Lackaye Grant 
Palace Guard...cccsccsccscoses Rud Shorer 
Second Guard.svcccsssscsssecses Al Johns 


On the opening night “Joseph” 
(Continued on page 60) 


. . 
Pittsburgh Figures | 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. | 

“Journey's End,” a smash here 
last week at Alvin, claiming first 
money for non-musicals this sea- 
son. Well over $26,000 and Shu- 
berts decided to hold it over for 
another week after having pre- | 
viously turned thumbs down on | 
proposition. First time in recent 
memory that a dramatic offering | 
has stuck longer than eight per- | 
formances. 

Nixon surprised with Wintz's 
“Vagabond King,” approaching $16,- | 
500 at $2 top. “Show Boat” in now | 
at $4.40, with another Wintz show, | 
Mitzi’s “Sari,” due here next week. | 

Sharp stock at Pitt had “The | 
Ghost Train repeat for this 


and fared only moderatels 


| “Oh, 


| lor Holmes in 
| slipped 
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WAR DRAMA IS 


AN L. A. SMASH 
AT 317,600 


Los Angeles, Fel 8 
Journev's End, at tne Belasco 
S possibly the best dramatic s ish 
this town has id in five years 
Running at consistent pace with re- 
peats plentiful making it the town 
leader for its fourth week with a 
take of around $17,600 
“New Moon,” figured to be r- 
rific, is not cutting the capers ex- 
pected. Word passed about a so 
so cast outside of Perry Askam and 
a production balancing the cast 
with the Macloons figuring svulely 
on profit and not judicious presen- 


of a merchandisable piece of 
property. That the Macloons must 
be getting as with an estimated 
overhead of $7,000 they managed to 


get around $11,000 on the fourth 
week, 

“BRambina,” the other so-called 

isical downtown with a much 
better production than its competl- 
tor but an mateurish ast strug- 
gzled along for a second week in the 
Mayan pushing out plenty of 
courtesy tickets exchangeable for 
50 cents at the b. o., but got no- 
where and was due to close with a 
$5,000 take. 

Japanese company, heralded in 
circus fashion, got off to a smart 
start for a week’s stay at the 


Figueroa Playhouse, doing “Samurai 
and Geisha” in the native tongue. 
After the first night curiosity of the 
questionable intellegensia it had to 
depend on the Jap population for 
its rice cakes and bowed out with 
$6,000. 

Kolb and Dill draw strength 
seems to have waned locally. In 
second week with “Give and Take” 


at the President only $3,700, with 
no one concerned any too happy. 
In Hollywood 
Leading the Hollywood group of 


houses, El Capitan with “Ladies of 
the Jury,” in second week, did $5,- 
500. The Holly Playhouse, for fifth 
and last week of “It Pays to Ad- 
vertise,” had no squawk at $4,300. 
Frank Craven opened here Feb. 16 
in “Salt Water” with indications for 
six weeks, 

Lucille La Verne ended her stay 
at the Vine Street with three weeks 
of “Sun-Up” and got a far better 
break than she ever figured on the 
last stanza at around $3,600. “Nut 
Farm,” current, opened Feb. 16. 

“And So to Bed,” the Civic Reper- 


tory gamble, folded at the Music 
30x to $2,500, to make wey for “A 
Bill of Divorcement” Feb. 17. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Belasco — “Journey’s End” (4th 
week). Sensation of town. Sale 
still well in advance with end of 
first month showing $17,600. That 


should give its English author a 
thrill on the royalty end. 

E!l Capitan—“Ladies of the Jury” 
(2nd week). Mary Boland plenty of 
help here for Mr. Duffy as $5,500 
shows. 

Figueroa Playhouse — “Samural 
and Geisha” (1st week) in native 
tongue. Novelty excellently sold for 
opening but of no great interest to 
Caucasians. Okay at $6,000. 

Hollywood Playhouse — ‘It Pays 
to Advertise” (5th and final week). 
It paid Mr. Duffy to sell this one 
as it bowed with $4,300. 


Majestic — “New Moon” (4th 
week). Had this been sold in style 
they sold it in the east it would 


have been a smash. Producers here 
have their own ideas, so $11,000, 
which is what they want. 

Mayan—“Bambina” (2nd week). 
Just too bad. Piece not too forte, 
Actors no better. - Letting custom- 
ers in on rain checks mostly and 
measured off around $5,000; below 
the nut. 

Music Box (Civic Rep)—“And So 


to Bed” (3rd and (final week). 
Never had chance. Just gave ac- 
tors chance to utilize their voices 


and $2,500 the finish. 
President—"Give and Take” 
week). 
strong 
sons 80 
Duffy. 
Wilkes-Vine St.—‘Sun-Up” 
final week). 


(2nd 
They did not give any too 
here to California’s favorite 
$3,700. No profit for Mr. 


(3rd, 
Though Miss LaVerne 


| not besieged with picture offers for 
| her 


revival she felt happy 
fold up week showed $3,600. 


Frisco Grosses 


when 





San Francisco, Feb. 18. 
Business was less than fair, only- 
one show getting any real money, 
Susanna,” at the Curran in 
second week, built nicely and gath- 


| ered close to $16,000, be ating its first 


week. 
Henry Duffy's Aleazar, with Tay- 
“Your Uncle Dudley,” 
grossing $5,500, and Duffy’s 
President, with “Her Friend the 
King,” second week, considerably off 
at $4,000. 
Geary, Columbia, 


Capitol still 


dark 

Coldtree’s Green Street Theatré 
third week of “The Peephole,” hit 
above $2,000, 


“Tt 
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~ JOSEPH 


(Continued from page 59) 


seemed to take a long while to get 
going, with the third act in a way 
ringing the bell. It was rather a 
tangent shot with chances against it 
getting by. 

“Toseph,’ which was earfier known 
as “Even in Egypt,” further aids the 





|} against the years of famine. 
jis made a 


i} with 


reviving the slogan: “Let George Do 
It.’ meaning George S. Kaufman, 
playwright, director, script fixer and 
so fortl During the try-out show- 

es those interested noticed that 
fective curtains were lacking. Ber- 
tram Bloch who wrote the play 
nally assented to bringing in Kauf- 
ian, who said he'd take off his coat 
for a piece of the show rather than 
rovaltyv. 

George apparently did consider- | 
ible fixing No doubt about first 
1ighters generally liking “Joseph,” 
et whether the story is as humor- 
us as it sounds is open to doubt. 
It is the biblical Joseph, he of the 
many colored coat nd cotiphar’s 
wife Neris. who gets that way about 
him that supplies the basis of the 
play. His brothers cross Joseph, 


who is aired from his native Canaan 
and is sold as a slave to Potiphar. 
The Jewish lad is smart and is soon 
made overseer of Potiphar’s planta- 
tion on the Nile. 

He is hard at digging irrigation 
ditches, the first of their kind, when 
Neris takes a fancy to Joseph. The 
fact that she is Pharaoh's sweetie, 
too, isn’t to the point, because the 
king didn’t come around often 
enough. 


Joseph is minded that the only 





answer to an affair with Potiphar's 
wife would be his death—they used 
to throw victims to the crocodiles in 
those days. When Joseph ducks the 
issue Neris yells cop, claiming Jo- 
seph tried to attack her. He is 
thrown in jail, with the promise of 
hanging. But before long Joseph is 
business manager of the jail, putting 
it on a paying basis. 

Comes a time when Pharaoh has 
a dream that no one can interpret. 
Joseph is sent for, knowing that if 
his explanation is not accepted by 
the high priests, he cannot escape 
the gallows a second time. But the 
lad convinces the holy men and 
shows how there will be profit for 
all through his scheme of irrigating 
the land and storing the wheat 
Joseph 
back in the 
Neris 
luck 


noble, and is 
of the Potiphars 
upon trying her 
man, 


rood grace 

bent 
the young 

The gaudy trappings of the char- 
acters lent pictorial splendor to the 
beypt in the days 
Pharaohs. George Jessel with 
jet black hair and in ancient cos- 
tume heightened the picture. He 
had a way about him in addressing 
those above him, and it was no trick 
for Joseph to convince them he was 
a smart boy. Even though his peo- 
ple had given him the works, he 


again 


of the 
St tn 


his 


lo slo Unf 
VeaIL wl 


was arranging at the close to fix up| 


his brothers with a good job in 
the Potiphar menage 
Jessel is amusing. His Joseph is 


distinctly Jewish, but the burlesque 
is accomplished with occasional ges- 
tures and minus a dialect. Ara 
Gerald impressed as the Cleo-like 














Neris. Douglas Dumbrille played 
Pharaoh, whose dignity was lost 
when Joseph “sold” himself. Fer- 
dinand Gottschalk was Potiphar, 
whose wife couldn’t be blamed for 
having other ambitions. The pro- 
gram lists many others but the three 
leads told most of the story, with 
Jessel on the stage most of the time. 
“Joseph” is mildly diverting, but 
that’s about all. Ibee. 


OUT-OF-TOWN REVIEWS 
SAMURAI AND GEISHA 


(JAPANESE) 
Los Angeles, Feb. 12. 
Japanese dramatic company, 
headed for New York under aus 
pices of the Theatre Guild, doesn’t 
look like B’way fare. Outside of 


the natural curiosity and interest it 
may evoke from the high-brows, the 
rest will be just a matter ef record 
that it played in the east. 

This outfit, from the Dotonbori 
theatre, Osaka, is not to be con- 
fused with the Ken-Geki Players 
here last year. Headed by Tokujiro 
Tsutsui, billed over everything else, 
including the title, trip is bankrolled 
by the Japanese Theatre Ass'n, with 
Yoshiaki Yasuda, prominent Japa- 
nese gambler locally, behind the 
project. 


One week booking at the Figueroa | 


Playhouse, with the company tak- 
ing the house on straight rental. 
Opening Monday night it failed to 
arouse.much interest. Of the pic- 











if you act or pose 
before the camera... 


Choose the HOSIERY SHADES 
That We've proved Will 
Photograph the Best! 


If you re a much-photographed lady you ve 
probably discovered how certain hosiery 
shades bring out the loveliest contours of 
a shapely leg . . . how others, charming in 
themselves, have a way of photographing 


poorly... 


Our expert knowledge of the best shades 
for the screen is just an extra reason for 
buying |. Miller Beautiful Hosiery . . . Its 
sheen and sheerness, its finer quality and 
longer wear, are inducements enough in 


themselves! 





Showfolk’s Shoe Shop Open until 9 P. M. 


Nt 











ture colony but a scattered few 
were present. 

The title “Samurai and Geisha” 
is really only one of a group of 
three dramatic playlets, with inci- 
dental music. From a standpoint 
of expressive dramatic art the 
Japanese have accomplished a good 
deal. Particularly with pantomime. 
Only for American consumption it's 
doubtful, even aside from all the 
action and conversation going on in 
native tongue. 

For the premiere 
Nagazawa, teacher of drama and 
history at the U. S. C., offered an 
| introductory speech and timels 
itranslations from time to time 
Program notes contain brief synop- 
isis in English besides. Whether it’s 
intended to have a similar trans- 
lator along in the east is not known 

There is no line of comparison 
between the Japanese and Chinese 
mode of dramatic presentation. One 
is as far removed from the other 
as Hong-Kong from Hoboken, with 





here Prof. 


the Nipponese way ahead. About 
the only shade of similarity is th: 
continual weird cacaphony of mu- 


sical instruments. The Chinese mu- 
sicians are not seen at all here. 

In “Samurai and Geisha” is a de- 
cidedly artistic strain, beautifully 
done, but slow moving. It tells the 
story of a poor artist who falls in 
love with an Oiran (probably the 
Japanese idea of a flapper). When 
realizing the futility of it he molds 
an image that later comes to life 
;}and entertains him. Most of it is 
| fantastical, but highly interpretive 
| by means of the hands: something 
{ 
| 





these Japanese are very proficient 
at. 

Second of the group is “Shadow,” 
a ken-geki, or sword play. Of the 
lot this will probably be most ap- 
preciated by American audiences 
because of the heavy action and 
love interest with the melodramatic 
happy ending. Also in this one will 
find exceptional acting, while some 
of our high powered artists might 
take a peek at the art of emoting 
as it’s done overseas. 

Third and last episode is a light 
and fantastical tableau called ‘‘Mat- 
suri.” Apparently a ritual festival, 
with grotesque dances and figures 
winding up in a maze of color and 
effect. Costumes and scenery might 
be better and for New York by all 
means. Running time too long. 
Almost midnight before the show 
broke, At that it’s understood that 
originally the performance ran six 
hours. Probably okay in Japan. 

Michio Ito is credited with the 
adaptation for the American stage. 
No mention is made of a director 
Chances are Ito did that too 

Span. 


GALA NIGHT 


| Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 10. 


A play in three acts by Laurence Eyre. 
Presented by Hunter Williams. Directed 
by Edith Ellis. Settings by Joseph Mullen. 
Musical arrangements by Mortimer Brown- 













ing. 

a Bes PEEP eee Robert E. Lowes 
Pierre BUFR, 000 cccceseenngss L. Reusseau 
IUMIIV, cceseonces -.-.-Demetrie Vilan 
BM rs acéccstacs .Josephine Schlenk 


Mme. Karpovna 
Mme, Vincini.. 


--Madge Lacey 
..-Ethel Porter 


Mile. Clement. Maida Clewley 
Fogarisl....... -.-Charles Carey 
BOGOR, 0.02602660 eccescece eeee.-Cyril Charies 
Arpad Panna........ --...-George MacEntee 
Intendant Andrassy.......... George Lessey 
EASES DONGEE. seccosacs 0060e6s<s Desiree Taber 
Drina Andrassy....... eecece Eve Cassanova 
Czinka Laszle....... esacesedes Jules Epailly 
COs 6 nan 000600060826606608 Frank Garletts 
Paval Zala....... 006bvesdeoted James Rennie 
Heinrich Stolzer....... .--Frances Bendtsen 
Irma Lassle...ccccece eocceccee  AGOMW Mine 
Mitzi Stolzer....... ecccccess Beverly Bayne 
WOReOG ss i054 a50.6 secs esceuess Charles La Torre 
Asmistant Walter. ..ccccecscecees Frank Taylor 
BRMETUERR cc ce scccescccceceesss Harriett Wood 
FEUER s cS eccccovccnccsvssoess George Hoyt 


This play was given a tryout in 
Philadelphia last fall, with Lou Tel- 
legen in the leading role, and then 
withdrawn for revamping. It was 
given a fresh start this week at the 
Lyceum, with James Rennie in the 
lead. 

Essentially a comedy, the produc- 
tion provided plenty of laughs de- 
spite a slow opening performance. 
Speeded up and worked over, it has 
possibilities. Some of the needs are 
establishment more completely of 
the Old World atmosphere, a smash- 
ing climax and improvement of the 
musical numbers. 

Supposed to be a tenor, Rennie 
sings a few snatches and then has 
more song bits sung rather obtru- 
sively from off stage. None of the 
women principals revealed vocal 
finish at the opening. 

Action of the play is laid in Puda- 
pest at the opening of the opera 
season. Zala, an American, is the 
star, hero of stories of romantic 
affairs with many women. A golden 
key to his apartment is in posses- 
sion of the flame of the moment, 
Irma Laszle, wife of the conductor 
and herself the dramatic soprano. 
Mitzi, also in the company, aspires 
to supplant her. Resulting jeal- 
ousies of the two women and 
through them their husbands pro- 
vide much of the comedy. 

Early in the play it is discovered 
that Zala, in sudden flurry of pas- 
sion, has married Luti Bender, at- 
tractive understudy of the women 
stars. She is not swept along as other 
women have been, but she agrees 
finally to meet him at his apartment 
after the opera ball preliminary to 
the opening of the season. Zala 
leaves the ball on pretext of a sore 
throat, and prepares an elaborate 
nuptial dinner in his apartment. 
Series of ludicrous interruptions by 
the conductors and their wives and 
rapid disappearance of the 
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as result of their forays goes far 
toward smashing Zala’s first serious 
romance, 

Rennie, popular here in stock and 
premiere of “Young Love,” scored 
again with his light, deft touch in 
the part of Zala. He got all the 
lines and situations afforded in the 
way of comedy. Beverly Bayne as 
Mitzi also carried off honors and 
with Adele Klaer made much of the 
comedy possibilities of the jealous 
stars without allowing the action 
to become too farcical. Record. 


WHAT A QUESTION 


City, Feb. 18. 

With a last minute change in the 
cast due to illness, “What a Ques- 
tion” got off to a bad start at its 
first performance at the Apollo last 
night. Cues were missed, lines 
“muffed,” all of which left B. M. 
Kayes’ play breathing hard at the 
end of what seemed a long evening. 

Murray Phillips sponsors this new 
piece which is listed as a farce, but 
could carry the easier @lassification 
of a romantic comedy. Its content 
is meagre and compounded in the 
main of things tried and true in the 
theatre and using them with not 
too much skill. 


Atlantic 


“What a Question” unfolds with 
smiling amiability, the story of a 
wealthy young man who suffers a 


lapse of memory from time to time 
In order to cure htm, a widowed 
sister, having heard of his ailment 
while abroad, hurriedly returns with 
an English psychiatrist who makes 
it plain that he doesn’t interpret 
dreams, but does dream interpreta- 
tions. 

His plan is to make the sick 
young man believe he has had an- 
other mental lapse during which he 
married, the idea being that the 
pretended marital state will stop the 
fellow from being so self centered. 

Attended by the family physician, 


and a charming young miss, the 
victim is given a sleeping potion. 
The entertainment rolls up with 


supposedly comic difficulties in the 
patient trying to discover whether 
or not he actually sailed on the un- 
charted seas on a bridal bark. It 
tries awfully hard to be risque. 
Spring Byington, Patricia Barclay, 
Herbert Yost, Gerald Oliver Smith, 
and Alan Davis, an attorney's clerk 
who wins the heroine in the end, 
have the principal parts. 
Weintraub. 


CULT EPIDEMIC 


(Continued from page 1) 


of the unhappiness which many 
people have recently gone through 
in the stock crash. Victims, the 
psychos say, became bewildered and 
searched for consolation in new doc- 
trines. 

Meeting Demand 

New ideas not already in ex- 
istence sprang up suddenly to meet 
the demand. Some of the more re- 
cent and popular cults which are 
of special appeal to performers are 
School of Livable Cosmology, 
Friends of the Soul, the World and 
Will Synod, Abmadydma Movement 
of the Orient, Universal Systems, 
and the Crescent Deliverance So- 
ciety. 

These are only a small number 
of the many which are attracting 
performers. They are nearly all 
based on the power of mind over 
matter, teaching that happiness lies 
within oneself, that disease, failure, 
corruption, poverty, are merely 
manifestations of evil thoughts. 
Most of them are definitely Oriental 
in origin, and appear to be offshoots 
of the Yogi philosophy. 

These new cults, whether they 
are rackets, as many of them are, 
or honest, all put on good shows 
with their mysterious rites and 
symbols. 


RADIO SPECS 


(Continued from page 1) 


the time. The legitimate ad agen- 
cies, however, are not speculating 
with their clients’ time insofar as 
tacking on premiums. 

Operations of the scalpers have 
not yet been officially noticed by 
NBC, CBS or the independent sta- 
tions, due to the fact that no great 
amount of air time has passed into 
the specs’ hands thus far. Whether 
the broadcasting chains and stations 
can stop the ether space jobbing 
remains to be seen. 





Joseph Solly and Frederic Clayton 
have taken over the Westchester 
theatre, Mt. Vernon, N. Y., for a try 
at stock 


McKenzie Ward engaged (Miké« 
Connelly-M. S. Bentham office) to 
play his original role in M-G-M 

“High Road.” 


Ward departed for the coast Sat- 


dinner } urday. 
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‘MUSIC ROYALTY CLAIMS 
‘ON KEITH ACT TRAILERS 


A test case may result since thea- 


‘GRAVEYARD OF SHOW BIZ’ 





it’s Providence, Says Opera Head 





FIGHT AGAINST 


By Bill Swigart | —Refunds Advance Sale , 
od + ~~ ’ ‘ 

| In making of vaude act soundtrail-| , Sh eukaad Aryeh t ent vee. _ . LYRIC PIRATES 

Hollywood, Feb. 15. H. R. STERN BACK | ers, Keith’s is faced with the unfore- Pasi wag . ’ “els fo = r ot + bedchordh | 

Prevalent belie . Smong sOong- cmmenninas | seen necessity of paying for copy- ey —" arene * Patric i porn th aS on 

writers, music commentators and|Former Music Publisher organiz- | righted and pretected music when- | “* She Ume @ age greet oe ae | 
critics wane yen Nave te Save & ing Staff lever used. Revelation of this snag ro oe gore pe - 'N roe rig eed Morris Shapiro and Samuel A, 
hit picture to make a hit song is es | mmm ani the-cost 6f traileve bav-|ce 4 the Netons i. — Cohen, owners of the Darby Press, 
torn to pieces by the advance popu- ‘Henry R. Stern is reported about | ing such music, came with the com- Opera Asso ation, Nas milled - and Harry B. Paul, owner of the 
larity of “Happy Days Are Here/to return to the music publishing | pletion of a talking trailer for Clay- pene wir pic] - ene ae gh * | Rexall Press, indicted on complaint 
Again.” This UMLOCE hashes Wrstten business, stern is said to havejton, Jackson and Durante in whi vidi of Php or . cana’ a Nee nena of the M. FP. ! A st week for 
by Ager and Yellen for “Chasing | started organizing a staff and is| the trio used “Jericho.” oy sab ‘~ 7 ee oe © cnt coaee Oe ne nd UURS 
2ainbows,” an average program pik a | makir = overtures to writers. oi a ly publish _— the ind re fused to take any Lurtner sone she » eived , ag 
ture produced by M-G-M. The song} for several years before his re- | number, “has demanded $50 fron ae aor = ah a r hot oe eeeeeen Se . 
was released here less than three|tirement, Henry R. was of the! Keith's to cover license for the use a a gierinres | Pc on se =n alg Pm geese ina ncaa git 
weeks ago with the result that all/ Joseph W. Stern and Co. firm, | of the song. Sie, Canetin.: Tnclinen of the sum beg nee pee 2 — lYork. They will not have to serve 
dance orchestras, radio artists and|for a long while in its pros- | and Durante trailer is the first made ah — a a8 yer tpg wen the sentence pé¢ nding good be h Lv ior, 
“4 the public are playing, singing and/nerous career the leader of pub-!| and was shown last week at the eae bs a be poner S = ‘ital rhe three eee = a Mond cm 
humming it. |lishers handling melodies of stage | Albee, Brooklyn, in advance of the |taken Providence for plenty in pro- | 07>: District Court before Judge 
Few know its relation to the | musicals. lact’s engagement. Penge vteclatetehreyesen Pam, Reagan ng Ne _ | Anne Mocking One preames auity. 
picture, but many connect it with moting opera pertormances. \€WS- | Judge Meekins then pronounced the 


Fox’s new film revue, titled “Happy tres pay under a license f Tf essed asediad refuse to lend support | sentence and stated that in view 
Days se j 9 ; <e . P 3 2B rf an e or Vaud to any opera echemes i of the lac k of legal precedent in 
po a ; FIR T | T R L R artists for use of music, and through piaiows a ith A mag ie 

Had this song been released three connection with prosecuting under 








the Keith picture associate, Radio, 








EXOTIC SIREN’ FORGETS 








5 4 4 7 “atch | ‘ 2 | section 28 of the U. S. Copyright 
months ago, long enough to catch | royalties are paid to cover license | | ack Ee pide widen Gian aa = i 
hold of the picture fans nationally | f ; ee ne ‘ i ac 1e would place them all on pro- 

of the American Society of Com- | bat He directed that thev r 
and then change the title of the posers, Authors and Publishers. An ; a ion. e direc 1a 1ey re- 
icture from “Chasing Rainbows” to = l Pern ntinte? ate ee ee! port to the court once a month. 
P p Ere asiIng fv ; : | RKO official stated Harms would be | ’ Sais Messin tintin i “a 
“Happy Days,” no doubt but what London, Feb. 18, |. .; . “Tariche”’ é | lage Meekins turther announc 

\ : ir paid for the use of “Jericho” in the hie - l that hereafter Sis individual 

the picture would have had a ready First song plug ever broadcast nas talkine a ailer ee LS. } 1a lereatter any ndadividual, 
: : : Py: N91 or] "e] ‘ } first talking vaude trailer. Buffalo, Feb. 18. whether printer, distributor or ven- 
made audience mounting into the} from England and relayed on the welts in goin ahead ther | ; ’ 

ne a : ve es ; : apis ,eltn s is goin} aneac on otner |} Billy Hoopes my deal almost i dor of these hootleg song sheets. if 
millions anxious to see the picture| big American radio networks will! ,vaipie trailers At present se) i } | i Musi 

: : ¢ ) é rs. At esen SEV- | o: .¢ ecital ¢ i ’ 1d Mus . oe i on ¢ ‘te 
before it could be released. | take place in connection with the ‘al trailers ¢ matne made ; |gavear ital at the Elmwo« Isic | convicted, will go to jail 
: a RCA dinner in Washington. Feb. 17 | era trailers are being made of Keitn | Hall in Buffalo last week. Hoopes Henry Gerson, ass’t U. S. district 
cet Sag ‘Scanian tke oe shows to be sent ahead in ad-| galls himself Dorian Gra y—remem-| attorney, presented the case for the 
Telling Their Past Naval conference delegates have! . once of the unit bills ' "tide? 
| ra =. > 7: > > 

All known figures from stage and | made weekly broadcasts of the pro- Altho Keith’s is said be deter gr Beng My Sen me ee , , 

a poder eats eK ; ORT VRE avtine with hin & ; Altho Keith's is said to be deter-| Gray, or Hoopes, has posters de- Song sheets involved are those 
music who arrive here to align |ceedings, starting with Philip Snow- | mined on the use of talking trailers sbi hi if as “tl 1a’ Werhea =A tab at 1 : 
themselves with the screen machin- |den, English chancellor. When the | ¢.. its units and hea te pope | scribing himselk as tne worlds | CSET ENE the lyrics of 100 or more 
ery must have their past life aired | idea of a broadcast from here dur- | Per pr : ; ; Seeneeere we a | most exquisite youth and the idol of | popular songs and being sold for 
in public print before Hollywood will | ing the Radio Corp. dinner in Wash- nae 7 ese ys + aon D r “on fo nape ontene. ee nee | five and 10 cents throughout the 
consent to recognize them as locals. ington came up, Frederick Nile, rep- | 16 Viayton, Jackson an¢ erga showing smartest styles, femme im- | country. 

Oscar Strauss, the sole remaining resenting Waltnnns nnd deans trailer is 187 feet long and cost ap- | personator and concert pianist. To| New York Assembly is now con- 
master of the Viennese school of Co. and Columbia System. as well | proximately 150 to produce. Cost | appear in a very bizarre, exotic re- sidering a bill which classes all 
light opera, is not the exception. | | ; ages ba og: ' | On some attactions would probably cital, assisted by Prince Gervasse! who print copyrighted songs with- 
When pinned down to reciting his |4s the Washington “Star,” made ar- run to $500 Question confronting . . ad | 3 ‘ tee ; 
biography it showed he was born jrangements with Lawrence Wright, K ithite ‘ : inate t} , nts ue nl de Montresat, cellist. out the consent of the publishers 
< pa } eicn >» Ss Ww ne raliers § al Than ha io } > rt are co l Pog tte » ; > as r 4 

in Vienna in 1870, but no relative | of the Irving-Wright Music Pub- |. ‘aft Will th a - | When the night of the concert ar-| guilty of a State misdemeanor. - Bill 

‘ He al or ] > ‘TS ste eo ail in a ~~ 7 . - ‘ se 
to Johann Strauss, the waltz king. | lishing Company, to broadcast hu- | — pa ; ' é 1v 1e acti ; tand the rived, Dorian neglected to pay the/| was introduced before the Assembly 

Strauss is now under contract to | morous items. cost themselves and thus own the! hall rent and neglected to get the|last week by Assemblyman Meyer 
Warner-First National for original Wright saw a chance to plug his ease, which they could use in OP- | permit and forgot to get the piano.| Alterman, at the request of J. C. 
operettas. > ri ta Cte , | Position houses when off Keith's, or} The audience also forgot to come.| Rosenthal of the American Society 

- new pet song writer, Leslie Sarony, . , , : ; J 
, ON ae P i should the circuit stand the expense | Only two reporters showed up, aside| of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
. who has given the firm four hits in , : ; : , 
— The First 400 a year. He has now arranged for of production and charge off cost to| from a printer trying to collect his | jishers. 

Fiction writers often write for|* ° 7 : 7 . : the theatres? bill for $20 Prince Gervasse de The bill is g d the al 
years before gaining recognition, | Sarony to sing some of his numbers. Vv. ‘ pes vam 1e bi s to amen le pena 
and the same applies to songwriters. | The broadcast will take place Tues- | Montresat and the big violin he was|/law by inserting a new _ section 

c “ | oo} ~ — rewie rere a P ¢ . =* 
But many of the latter give up be-|day morning (Feb. 18), at three . | Soins = operate likewise were| which reads as follows: 
fore they waste a life time. So with | o’clock, to coincide with 10 o'clock g ts evert |} among the absentees. It was all “Printing, publishing, or selling 
Gene Byrnes, radio announcer oe Monday evening, Washington time, | very embarrassing. copyrighted musical compositions 
KHJ, Los Angeles. He claims 400) when the dinner will be on. | Gray, or Hoopes, was annoyed but| without the consent of owner. 
songs before putting one over in a acne Hollywood, Feb. 18. | polite. He mumbled something | whoever prints publishes, sells 
oe. pie a get Bs + My American publishing rights to pic- | about cancelling the recital for 4] gicstributes or circulates, or causes 

ooo pee, we, ee Pat ore = | ture songs negotiated here several | future date and told the newspaper 4 ' ils i 

J and given a plug over his “Old| t ouls EXDO aug t | : B ingot * ory ihe sa lt aa ne to be printed, published, soid, dis- 
{ Gold” hour last week. That was} » Pp months ago by Campbell-¢ onnelly | Feporters, So lovely of Bes to be | tributed or circuiated for profit any 
quickly followed by a national plug ° of England, now revert to Shapiro- here, Then he skipped from the circular, pamphlet, card, handbill, 

over the NBC network. Number is S [WO UNIONS alt @| Bernstein, with the English com- | hall. advertisement, printed paper, book, 

now being published. | pany retaining all foreign rights to | — a ae newspaper or other document con- 

‘ 4 | publish. . o taining the words or n icz 3c 
. é : 1usical score 
Trick Stomachs ‘ St. Louis, Feb. 18. | The biggest producing compans R Distri utes lof a ical ‘c its aia hl 

AS a means of transplanting A ficht between two labor unions ‘ alte itself it} Benet iT ? }of any musical composition which 
modes and fancies that played a : — — bia oe én = with ampven | . ° |}or any part of which is copyrighted 
principal part in the New York with the musicians’ union com-/|Connelly for exclusive American | ong uSIC u 1S ers | under the laws of the United 
songwriter’s life, a group of tune- pelled by agreement to support the publishing rights was Tiffany. States, without first having obtained 
sters here have formed a “trick|stagehands against the electrical hae h . > 

= i “ “Fs. : : : . the consent of the owner or 
sep age mae A ete hgh s er workers’ union resulted in the non- I d Ci The first payment by ERPI to proprietor of such copyrighted mu- 
ave Dryer, € aer an rolf€ |union student band of Washington | INdOOr Ircus rroupe American publishers who entered]. 6: : 
Gilbert acting as officers. Fisher : sical composition, 


is guilty of a 


‘ ; University being hired to play at into the foreign copyright agree- ‘i % 
holds the title of chief Ulcer; Dryer, ernie ; ; misdemeanor. 
evlonand-aih-arens for bran of Mag- the Aircraft Exposition in the local Takes Pay Plea to Cops ment with them was distributed 


The American Society hopes to 


nesia; Baer, custodian of bromo |@rena. : Ansonia, Conn., Feb. 18. | among the publishers last week. It] have this bill enacted into law im- 
seltzer and aspirins; Gilbert, dieti- Electrical Union complained Bee Jung and other performers in| Was reported to be in excess of a mediately. It also intends to have 
{ ast. i'work. 3¢ 4 kms a, : an . ale u nree months ago ER en- | crate 
A diet is now being worked out | during the past week appealed to 0 ee me £O States. 


by this group. 


fired stagehands and hired electri- 


cians in their place. Stagehands 


police to help them collect salaries 
which they eaid were not forth- 


tered into a contract with John 
*aine, of the M. P. P. A., who acted 





Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 


Toughest Job then called on the musicians’ union coming from the management. Miss|as agent and trustee to all pub- Coast bootleg song sheet venders 

M. K. Jerome and Harold Berg, |to support them and the musicians | Jung told police that $120 was due|lishers who were party to the] pave been. alevset quunteteie wined 
assigned as a team to write orig-|refused to play unless the dis-/|her for the week’s work, and that|agreement, to protect American] oyt since a precedent was set in 
inal numbers for all the Vitaphone |charged stagehands were rein-| she was without funds to pay her|copyrighted songs which were] New York federal courts when the 
shorts, have the toughest job of all|ctated. Hiring of the non-union | hotel bill or rallroad fare back to|played in all foreign theatres M. P. P. A. obtained a conviction 
the songwriters on the coast. It band was the answer. Brinkman | New York pn taal > Poh woe ny - Bp PRP. A. , 
is their duty to be there at all hours af age . juipped with ERPI sound equip-|pbefore the grand jury. 
of the day ready to give numbers |©omPlains he is being made the vic- The circus was promoted by Her- | ment. First of local street vendors came 
for a situation or an entire musi-|tim of a quarrel between two/| bert M. Knight of New York, and| Contract is for five years, with] about a month ago, with the down- 
cal score within an hour’s notice. |unions. sponsored by the local company of : 


Sometimes there are as many as 
three units in this department work- 
ing at the same time, yet the tune- 
eters must be able to meet all de- 
mands. 

They are the first tear in any 
Studio to furnish original music and 
songs for short subjects, yet are 
seldom heard of because of the un- 
important part the short subjects 
Play on a theatre program. 


Pathe’s six musical composers are 
Ted Snyder, Herry Sullivan, Abner 
Silver, Mort Harris and Mack Gor- 
don. 





Meanwhile posters have flooded 
the town denouncing the Arena as 
“unfair to organized labor.” 





version of “Good News” (M-G-M) 
will be published by De Sylva, 
Brown & Henderson instead of Rob- 
bins. The 3-firm forced this deal 
before consenting to sell its rights 
to the musical. 





Composing for Europe 
In producing “Mille Modiste,” 
First National will use five of the 








the National Guard. Animal acts 
were owned by William Schulz. 

A few weeks ago the circus be- 
came stranded in Westville, and 
from there moved into winter quar- 
ters at New Haven. The date here 
was in an effort to raise money to 
meet debts. Knight is said to have 
collected $450 for advertising, but 
the money did not reach the per- 
formers. 

Closing night all performers and 
attachees agreed to accept notes for 
the money due them and to move on 


ERPI to 
quarterly. 


Radio Music Co. Numbers 
For Feist-Fisher Catalog 


Songwriters under contract to 
Radio Music Co. will not be as- 
signed to work for Radio Pictures 
until about June 1. Harms’ con 
tract with Radio Pictures whereby 
it publishes all Radio songs, does 
not expire until May 28. After that, 
E. C. Mills states, the Radio writers 


distribute the royalties 











town theatre section flooded with 
gamins peddling the illegal sheets 
for 5c a copy. Several were arrested 
an. their supplies were traced to 
eastern sources. 

Since the test case in New York 
no further trouble is anticipated by 
local publishers, who were being 
plenty annoyed, 





Washington, Feb. 18. 
Now this town’s music dealers are 
up in arms. Newsboys are ne- 
glecting the dailies and concentrat- 
ing on the 10c pirated lyric sheets, 








sementinae original numbers, leaving but tw0/| to the next stand with the show in| will be assigned to Radio pictures. Boys report it's the greatest racket 
Moved to Frisco lto be furnished by the staff. Sig- hopes of getting their money. A tadio Musie will not publish] , oe leet Ww ani wg poor 
Jack and Jackie Archer, with Art| mund Romberg and Oscar Hammer~| |...) pir] who acted as secretary to|songs under its own name for al > oe ee. Se 
Schwartz in the Los Angeles office| stein are including two German} Knie h a: Minaite tame tiee ten ts en eh et eet confined to outside picture 
of Witmark’s, for the past year, are | numbers in ‘Viennese Nights,” only | <night as four week's eee eee ae ome set, ever.) houses, with the boys selling only 
being transferred to establish a | for foreign release. Lotti Loder,| coming to her, while a local orches- Millis states that all music will be | at night. 
San Francisco office for the same|new Hungarian importation will) tra claims $185. apportioned between Feist’s and 
firm. Jackie Archer sacrificed many | sing one of the numbers’ while — ——$$___—___. Fisher, the former to receive the 
engagements with local radio sta-| Alexander Gray will sing the other. | | popular songs and the latter the ZAHLER AT TIFFANY’S 
tions where she split her time he- a re | COLORED LEADER “UNFAIR” | standard. The tunes of all song - wer — 
tween the Witmark office as inne | Eight Years Ago Los Angeles, Feb. 18. | writers signed by Radio Music will mae Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
accompanist and blues singer to| Reminiscence of the “days when” | —_ MeVe: ; yi : ‘ : ' - a ” i ool o r per It " oe Is Lee Zahler has replaced Fred 
take up the new work in the north-| both were struggling for recogni-|_ R. 5. ] ea, colored orchs tlhe type lon. = “ie ng “| Kelsey as musical director for Tif- 
ern city. | tion recalled two vor al stars now | leader, has been placed on the un-| publish all wae written by 3 cio | fany, Latter was on a three months’ 
————- playing in separate current screen| fair list of the local musician's; Herb Brown, including those for) trja) contract. but decided his forte 
Harry (Goldie) Goldfield of the attractions, the time when Lawrence! union for working “scab” jobs he Ziegfeld show. |} was in the pit of legit theatres and 
Paul Whiteman band is walking on| Tibbett and Ramon Novarro had Union has notified all studios of For the present Radio Music v resigned hefore the contract ex- 
air since hearing from the east aja run-in with Roxy who was then the banning. ct solely as a holding corporation ! ,, oa. aor - on . the Pp Senin e 
new cornet player is im the family.| conducting the old California thea- nee ae aint a Wy at ea gen ai pirea, mel ar : SLIMOE 
Goldie spent $65 on long distance, tre, Los Angeles, about eight years Pegi kpaieen: yea Ss — here on February 24 as n al di- 
Suggesting names. ago. Both were members of a Not Married ‘ — oe rector for the new musical “Gone 
lncieibind 'quartet. When playing their first Last week in Variety it was re- - ne Hi wood 
Radio pictures studio is going in! show, Roxy bounced backstage and! ported that Grace and Morri Knight, Harms Moar. anes 
for the shush-shush business by in- | accused them of being lousy. The! Hamilton had gone with Fox Red Chicago, Feb. 18. 
structing Harry Tierney to seal lips| argument wound up by Roxy con-| star Company. } Billy Knight. forn Detro Vandegrift With Pathe 
as to his present ‘work. | ceding he was the lousiest for pay-| Names of the team engaged by|is here as general 1 ern. sale Culver Cit or 18 
. = | ing the quartet an advance week's Red Star are Grace Henry and Mor-|manager for Harms. FH Fir P ne . lecrift song riter, 
Good News” Music salary. eo os . Pans <a Nyse “— " “i y pais ic, the Pathe 
Additional numbers written by! Carli Elinor, then conducting the | TiS Hamilton, end they are not rema 1 oe oe Seem —— a ae 
Erown and Freed for the screen orchestra, sided with the singers., married. j office. , att, 
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Coast to Coast Slump in Music 


Sales for January Laid to Bootleg 


M U S I C Wednesday, February 19, 1930 


MONTHLY MUSIC SURVEY 


For January 
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Lyric Racket; Few Big Numbers : 
a 
Oo) ee oa of 
: sasik lana: Gl dat ies” aia | THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH REC. = 
[ew "orl “al | itn cvor, 0 re rf i cr 
cporgeen . ecbrigee chose |Thing” copped first place trom | ORDS GATHERED FROM THE RE ORTS OF SALES MADE DURING JANUARY BY THE ar 
i Sic sales l g eP Ss 2 } , > oe eke a ; : 
weeks of January were better than| ‘ ee oo — a _ LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES it 
expected. The majority of publish- | inc!uded on this month's ist. aANt | 
ers reported during that a that | Of The Jungle” is second for Janu- | DESIG NATED ie 
they were doing bette business | 4ry, Same position as in December. bi 
than fer the past few sentibas But | “sunny Side Up” slipped from the | Six Best Sellers in Sheet Music as Gathered from Collective Sales Reports of the Leading Jobbers at Points gi 
toward the end of the month sales | fifth to sixtu. | or 
started to decline, and January} aise ein | ; sliiibiaipalans tania ae a ee = @ ar 
closed slow for sheet music sales, Chi Feels Slump — ' = NEW | YORK — a | ue CHICAGO LOS ANGELES _ in 
Bt will be notices = eo Sone I Chicago, Feb. 18. No. 1—SONG “Tip Toe” (“Gold Diggers”) | “Chant of the Jungle” | “Chant of the Jungle” Pipes 
panying chart that the names of | January was a disappointing | _ a | “tintamed”) CUntamed” a 
three publishers formerly included On| month, with the off business in | No. 2—SONG “A Little Kiss Each Morn- | Tip Toe” (“Gold Diggers”) | “I’m Velleaiae’ You” (Its a} 
the list have been taken off and| sheet sales.attributed to lyric boot- ing” (Vagabond Lover”) a Great Life’) . “% 
their catalogs included elsewhere. | leggers. No. 3—SONG Bape. Picture” |\“I’m a Dreamer” (Sunny- |“I’m a Dreamer” (Sunny-_ Ww 
Piantadosis, Green & Stept and 3efore publishers’ representatives (“Sunnyside Up”) side Up’) side Up”) he 
wpe * —" ne yp lat ergy he } united, and with the A. S. C. A. P.| No. 4—-SONG “Painting the Clouds” “Painting the Clouds” |“To Be Forgotten” ( (Pop) _ = 
as individual publishers during the | partially stopped the racket, about} _ (‘Gold Diggers”) Gold Diggers’) Wi 
month. Catalog of the Piantadosis | 100,000 sheets bearing 100 lyrics and | No. 5—SONG “lm a Dreamer” (Sunny- "Wonderful Something” |“Sweeter Than Sweet” _ Ys 
went to Re mick, that of Green & | retailing for 10 cents had been dis- _— = side Up”) “Untamed” (“Sweetie”) Pe 
Stept to DeSylva, Srown & Hen-| posed of by street venders. No. 6—SONG “Chant of the ie cicil | Funny, Dear, What Love |“Tip Toe” (“Gold Diggers”) G1 
lerson, and Spier & (¢ oslow was ab- |} Kresge’s, Lyon & Healy and Mid ene Lap ee. ee ee | (“Untamed” Can Do” (P op”) BE ) jn 
sorbed by I ern Music. hie ord west felt a sharp slump of lyric ear eon = T =e a --————--- = = _ : = - - — 
ter company is listed individually | sales the third week of the month, : at i . m 
for the first time in this survey.|after a normal start. Three num- Three leading phonograph companies report their six best sellers in the following order. Side responsible fir 
de age ve was included | bers ran about equal. Robbins’ for the major sales are only reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the sales, as 
i i S. “Chant, which started rising late | both sides are mentioned: 
Few Standout Sellers in December, continued its climb to sie 
During the past month there were edge Witmark’s “Tiptoe” from the Se eee tee a Paes Ape ae Se dene ee ee cee it 
not as many songs standing out dis- | ‘oP. These two were closely fol- | “Chant of the Jungle” |“Helto Baby” (Hi: 7 Kemp’ . “Chant —— the ies le.” ha 
tinctively-in sales as heretofore. | !owed by De Sylva Brown & Hen- | BRUNSWICK—No. 1 | (Ray Ingraham’s Orch.) | Orch.) | “That. Wonderful ent th 
Sales appeared to be neck and neck | derson’s “I’m A Dreamer, which pace ; eo, a a Se thing” (ingraham’s Orch.) mi 
throughout, for which reason the} showed a sensational spurt the last | | “Sunnyside Up” (Earl | “Funny, Dear, What Love “Look What You've Done es 
- runners-up will be mentioned here. ; two weeks because of Loop show - | BRUNSWICK—No. 2 Burtnett’s Orch.) | Can Do” (Ray Miller | to Me” (Burtnett’s be 
i Witmark’s “Tip Toe,” from “Gold | ' 8 of “Sunny Side Up” (Fox). Oo. | Orch.) | Orch.), ‘My Fate Is in mi 
: Diggers,” still holds the top rung, chore: the meron reggae, | | | Kater foie gi (Meyer 
. e se Sere ' “Golk iggers’ number, was sent} oe S ee SS eS s Cc ; : 
MH as me recta nena .: ia ie 38 —_ |down to fourth place but held its | Strike Cp the Band” (Red “Chant of the Jungle,” \“Out of the Past,” “If | a 
“4 nat e sar pong - : ng end | trenc Big: Rocietagrle os eng hate og Ha BRUNSWICK—No. 3 | Nichols Orch.) | “Wonderful Something” Can't Have You” (Burt- pe 
‘ g' “2. e Kiss Eae 2 a eee ee ee | (Ray Ingraham’s Orch.) |  nett’s Orch.) fa 
A ing,” from “Vagabond Lover,” Hadj WS Robbins’ “Wonderful Something “Nobody’ “hin? = lari. £2. ) maine: en : oe 7s 
4 from “Vag y’s Using It Now Tip Toe,” “Painting the “Sweet I re tw 
2) not “Tip Toe” been very strong dur- | saa ge lige Beyond s “F ne pad BRUNSWICK—No. 4 (Marion Harris) | Clouds” (Nick Zuona) “Prep Sten” % tag m 
ie ing the beginning of the month, “A 40V Oo was § | tt Ochs = ve 
Little Kiss’ would have taken top | Berlin's “I'm Following You” sev- “La Rosita” (Floridians”) | | <Gambler’s Blues” G : | aes 7 WwW 
i § ' 1€0, I'm - 
position, for it was a consistent high | enth and showing coming strength. |BRUNSWICK—No., 5 | Lee Orch.) — | 8 Besomer,” “Turn on at 
seller. Listed in last month’s sur- | ‘Talking Picture’ and “Sunny Side); | | Orch. ) ke 
© vey (December) in second place,| UP” finished among the first 10. '“Turn on the Heat” (farl |“I’m a Dreamer,” “Talking |“L or all 
ve ‘ ace, Taco eee Sen yF ’ ; ng | Lucky Me—Lovable ; 
Witmark’s “Painting the Clouds,” Disc sales were normal fou the | BRUNSWICK—No. 6 | Burtnett’s Orch.) Picture” (Earl Burtnett | You,” “Love Is Nothing = 
from “Gold Diggers,’ eased into | _— with aoe sig ats the | Orch.) | But You” (Lyman’s is 
fourth position. Two of DeSvliva, | 1eme song = vantage est aMOnS ———— eNNNSNNNl™lEq®"DDeeeee -_—= ——_—__—_— — . — -_ _Ore hh ) “ is 
Brown & Henderson's songs from] the mechanicals. The Victor list “deve a Little Faith in’ |“You’ : ar “y do 
| de a : ee : = ou’ve Got That Thing” “B mdi of - ¢ 
“Sunny Side Up” ran almost neck | “@5 led, however, by anothe r nov- |\COLUMBIA—No. 1 Me” (Guy Lombardo’s (Ted Lewis Orch.) 7 ters, le of Old, Love eer e 
and neck throughout, both selling | @!ty number, “Man From the South” | Orch.) (Whiteman Orch.) te 
Pea ¢ , 2 on ,| played by Ted Weems’ orchestra. Great Sa yore [ey Pr war pe ~—— em Be . an vVrecl ly 
good and going better toward the ; ony en: Eh er ee sag a Victoc | COLUMBIA ‘Great Day” (Paul White- |“Singin’ in the Bathtub” “Tea for Two,” “Il Want to vo 
end of the month. This wes caused SSptoe . aan —No. 2 man’s Orch.) (Lombardo Orch.) Be Happy” (Ipana Trou- ot! 
by general release of the picture. ea paseo — o's eng ar on ae : a ee is ree pe aay badours) or 
Numbers are “Talking Picture,” | PTUNSWICK JST, was below peak “Farewell Blues” (Ted “Cryin’ for the Carolines”|“Rogue Song,” “When I’m Ne 
holding down the trey, and “I’m a| im December as far as Columbia was |COLUMBIA—No. 3 (Lewis Band) (Ruth Etting) Looking at You” (Colum- Pa 
Dreamer,” fifth. “Talking Picture’ concerned, “Chant of the Jungle” bia Orch.) ad 
. P , re 4“ 7 = - ——— 
climbed up one rung; it was listed mar only led the sheets, but also bse ae COLUMBIA—No. 4 Chant of the Jungle” “Great Day” (Whiteman’'s | “I’m Following You,” “I’m Jo 
fourth for December. strongest among the mechanicals: 0. (Paul Specht’s Orch.) Orch.) Sailing on a Sunbeam” an 
Veatere third with Brunswick, second with (Specht Orch.) J | 
Victor and fifth with Columbia. In “If He Cared” (Ruth “Chant of the Jungle” “Wabash Blues,” “F m 9 
7 : ’ are- ; 
Sixth position is held by Robbins December it was doing well with |COLUMBIA—No. & Etting) (Paul Specht Orch.) well Blues” (Ted Lewis a 
“Chant of vied Jungle,” from i Brunswick and Col., but not on the Tm rare Orch.) oa 
tamed,” which was very closely] Vic. roster ren’t We 2” (Paul “Why?” “Cross Your Fin-|“My Fate Is in Yo 
_ . ol : ur ; 
pressed by about four others, some As usual, Guy Lombardo's band COLUMBIA—No. 6 Whiteman Orch.) gers” (Ben Selvin Orch.) Hands,” “To Be For- - 
of which were listed in December. hit a two-month streak with one. gotten” (Lee Morris) ca 
Berlin's Love, from ‘Trespasser,” | this time “Singing in the Bathtub.” | VICTOR—No. 1 “You’ve Got That Thing” |“Man from the South” “Man from the South” af 
listed last month as fifth, fell down] For the second month, this number aaa (Leo Reisman Orch.) (Ted Weem's Orch.) (Ted Weem’s Orch.) Ww 
a bit though it hung quite close to| remained second on Columbia's list.) V1CTOR—No. 2 “Chant of the Jungle” “Chant of the Jungle” “Singin’ in the Batht b” int 
the Robbins seller. The same with| Ted Lewis, a big Chicago favorite, ) (Nat Shilkret Orch.) (Nat Shilkret Orch.) (Hi-Hatters’ Orch " in: 
é Ss ‘Ss y 4 44 r . Sr m oy van ot 4 ~ meal = . é s - 
otc a Sweeter Than a from copped first with “You've Got That | VICTOR—No. 3 “Sally” (Wayne King “Sunnyside Up” (Johnny “Chant of the Jungle” 
Sweetie,” sixth for December and} Thing. Orch.) Hamp Orch.) (Nat Shilkret Orch.) Ww 
selling good during January. Wit- Excepting “I’m A Dreamer” the| VICTOR—NO. 4 “A Little Kiss Each Morn- “Happy Days” (Leo Reis-|“I’m Following You” in 
mark's “Singin’ in the Bathtub,” |“Sunny Side Up" numbers seem to be} ___ | ing” (Rudy Vallee Orch.) |} man Orch.) (Hi-Hatters’ Orch.) He 
from “Show of Shows, 7 was close | waning. “I’m a Dreamer” backed by | VICTOR—No. 5 “My Love Parade” “Turn On the Heat” “If You Were the Onl wos 
behind, tobbins’ “Singin’ in the “Talking Picture” is sixth on Bruns-/|_ (Hi-Hatters’ Orch.) (Horace Heidt Orch.) Girl” (R udy Vallee Ore h.) - 
_ Rain, from “Hollywood Revue,” did | wick, same as December, but the| VICTOR—No. 6 “Sunnyside Up” (Hamp’s |“VYou’ve Got That Thing” “A Little Kiss Each Morn- Be 
a _brodie during January. Listed} same pair, sixth on Columbia in De- _ Orch.) 2 (Reisman Orch.) ina” (Rudy Vallee Orch.) er! 
third in the December survey but/ cember, have dropped from the list. ' a — <> to 
was not even among the first 20| Victor changed its tactics by shoot- Sctow. are the eo has al ie : Ar 
at the end of January. ing a Johnny Hamp “Sunnyside Up” e the three best sellers in sheet music for the entire country as reported by the official record of “DN 
Climbing fast the last few weeks into third place and plugging “Turn | sales from the home office of the publishers herewith listed. Publishers are listed in alphabetical order, not : 
of the month was Remick’s “Cryin'! on the Heat,” as done by Horace] Jccording t ition thei b held in th on 
for the Carolines,” a pre-release | Heidt’s lads, for fifth. ing to position their numbers hold in the present market. its 
from “Spring Is Here.” Looks sure Columbia’s sensation of the month a 1 Se Lt 
for a good spot during February.| was a disc with “Why?” backed by PUBLISHER N 7 = aR —$______ 4y 
J as sc y? é o. 1 N mi 
An important factor to be con-/“Cross Your Fingers,” which, re- = = G = No. 2 SONG No. 3 SONG so 
sidered in the poor business toward | leased late, spurted into sixth place, Ager, Yellen & B. gr Be, (“Chasing — Me, Lovable You” |“! May Be Wrong” (Pop) ov 
the end of the month is the inroads] and another, “Cryin’ for the Caro- . ainbows ) (“Chasing Rainbows’) _ he 
; . ° yin t 1€ aro Davis, Coots & E “Why” (Ss "a ” “ ’ ” “ay a Sa eg Peyeang a 
of bootlegged song sheets. Publish-| lines,” a Ruth Etting vocal, shooting : R nn wen gaas lente: SS ee ae” SUD “tm Only Making Believe” re 
n ’ ‘ a , ; e 
ore are looking forward Sar im-j|into the No. 3 spot. De Sylva, Brown & H. “if | Had a Talkina Pic-|“l'm a Drea wow =P (Pop) ' . , | 
proved conditions this month, as the Brunswick’s first was “Hello ture” (“Ss i gf ‘ yreamer’ (“Sunny- Congratulations” (Pop) on 
authorities have started action! Baby,” as done by Hal Kemp's band. i = i Mo pn 
: ’ “ tg y > ‘ ” EQ TENT 
against the ’leggers. The Nick Lucas vocal of “Tiptoe” | ponaldson, Douglas & G aint No Sin” (Pop) Through” (Pop) “There Must Be Somebody Ww 
Leading Mechanicals held fourth place. Two numbers by , pay  eaeleataea mi 
. > Pata ; Yes oie nant os “ . cee ; n. ir , v , 
Barometer for record sales during | saad nen mig oh re ‘Happy | Famous “Sweeter Than Sweet” “Dream Lover” (“Love a a te Mave Vou = 
the month showed much the sam ser tng and aa + Got ed (“Sweetie”) Parade”) (“Pointed Heels”) Ar 
as sheet music. Started off briskly, 1a ung, sixth, seem due for @/Leo Feist “Love Me” (P “ Laws” (Guay |aWancd ; ‘ 
suut slowed down soavand the end. | rise on the Victor lists for February. el nencersethbaian salted * ag righ 4 “y 
sloy ‘ a . ms “Rio Rita’’) 
Just a fair month for the disc turn- Pe |“A Kiss Each Morning” “If I'm Dreaming” “OL ali r 
over, and disappointing. Inroads in L. A. T. B. Harms “Vagabond Lover”) (“Sally’’) “ ! Care Vane to veachene 
Brunswick shows a practically new Los Angeles, Feb. 18. — penmenaeinsiienaiemnapeccnpal ; : Lover”) 
list of best sellers for Janvary.| Invasion of the bootleg lyric tabs | sak Mills “St. James Infirmary” “When You're Smiling” “Mistakes” (Pop) 
Only one dise listed in the lastiall along the Pacific slope upSet the | - (Pop) (Pop) 
summary appears again in this one.| trade in sheet music sales to such | 9oe_ Morris |““Sympathy” (Pop) “Sweetheart” (Pop) «1b Still ener (Pop) 
That is “Turn On the Heat,’ second | an extent that dealers curtailed or- | Remick's “Cryin’ for the Carolines” | “Have a Little Faith in |“Hello Baby” (“Forward 7 
for December and now down to/| ders for new stock, Federal agents, | __ (“Spring Is Here"’) Me” (“Spring Is Here” > Pass”) 
sixth. “Painting the Clouds,” first} upon c.mplaint of the A.S.C.A.P.,| Robbins “Chant of the Jungle” “Wonderful Something — Is “Shepherd's nian 
in the last list, disappears entirely | later stepped in and checked the CU ntamed”) __ Love” (“Untamed”) “Devil May Care’) 
from this one. “Chant of the Jungle” en hte eae t heen Bros. i! Fate Is i in Your “Beside An Open Fire- _ | *Lonely Troubadour” (Pop) 
supplants it. | Ihe lyric racketeers worked thei i = _ Hands” (Pop) place” (Pop) | 
Tn the Columbia list “Have A | way from Canada into Seattle and! Shapire Bernstein [ Do | Care” (Pop) “Man from the South” |\“Aintcha” (Pointed Heels’) 
Little Faith in Me” succeeded “Fare- | down the coast as far as Los An-| | . (Pop) | 
well Blues” as best seller, with the|seles within two weeks. However, | i“i’'m in Love with You” “Web of Love” (“Gr c i he Painte 
’ é ; rea ted 
latter third for January. “Great! With the menace now fairly well) Sherman-Clay (“Great Gabbo”) Gabbo”) nia "Doll" 'roalway 
Day,” second for December, holds | checked, business has picked up.| | Melody” . _ 
the same position for January.| Because of the low level in turn- | Witmark & Sons (“Tip Toe” (“Gold Diggers’ ito the Clouds” __ |“Singin’ as Bathtub” 
Other tunes are new on the list. (Continued on page 64) | ————___ ______— - sissies == Gold Diggers”) ‘Show of Shows”) ‘a 
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The Air Line 


WOR continues to find 'em. Feb. 


11 the station turned loose as sweet | 


a half hour of entertainment as any 
of the air units have unfurled in a 


long time. This 30 minutes was 
credited to Willard Robinson with 


an orchestra behind him. 
According to the announcements 


it sounded like Robinson’s tryout 
with a doubt whether he'd appeai 
again, though that was mentioned, 


) 
but without any future date or time 
given. It’s a cinch he'll be in front 
of somebody’s microphone, or 
The routine he cut 
with this night could go into 
intact and clean. 

Robinson, evidently colored, tickles 


doing 
an act 


Loose 


vaudse 


| 
| 


a hot piano and knows how to sell} 
e 


4a sung. Back of that is a sense o 
showmanship on how to 
a routine for change of pace. He 
was singing and playing 'em from 


hot to semi-ballads, pop numbers 


and probably some of his own. Al- | 


ways with the accompanying or- 
chestra muting excellent orchestra- 
tions. Even went back far enough 
to find ‘‘Beal Street Blues,” Gilda 
Gray’s alma mater, and made it 
good. 

Just a half hour of real entertain 
ment. If you think that’s easy to 
find, listen in for a couple of con 
secutive nights—and keep dialing. 

Shunting 

The way the major stations are 
shunting their studio artists around 
it is becoming common of late to 
have overnight assignments putting 
them in consecutive periods. 
may be oke with the studio direc- 
tors, but it gives a decided sameness 
to the programs. To one who listens 
in continually it doesn’t spell show- 
manship. 


sound 


The Hairline 

With WGBS now close to WMCA 
—a hairline separates ’em—the two 
show signs of trying to give the 
fans better program service. Of the 
two, the former has apparently done 
more to bolster its periods with di- 
versified music and talks. while 
WMCA hangs on to its night club 
atmosphere and the Garden bouts to 
keep interest. WMCA must remain 
silent when WNYC is broadcasting, 
as it shares the same wave lengths, 
while WGBS runs right along. That 
is burning WMCA up and little hope 
is held out that anything will be 
done about it in Washington. 

“New York ‘Times’ Glee Club 
(colored) on WGBS came over fair- 
ly well. At times the combined 
voices seemed to jumble up, but 
otherwise acceptable. Lou Harold’s 
orchestra as often uneven on WGBS. 
No excuse. Three Rhythm Aces, 
Paritz, Forster and Welsh heard to 
advantage. Trio depends on songs. 
Jolly Dance orchestra, WGBS, just 
an orchestra. 

The Cavaliers collectively and 
Jessica Dragonette individually plus 
Rosario Bourdon’s orchestra enliven 
Cities Service WEAF period. Clic- 
quot Club Eskies clicking with fa- 
miliar type of numbers with Harry 
Reser banjoing a standout. Broad- 
casting Broadway gives some of the 
NBC studio staff a, workout. On 
WEAF with orchestra getting bet- 
ter under Harold Sanford’s direct- 


ing. . 
Lopez on WEAF 

Alpha ana Omega Opera Co., 
WEAF, not yet hitting on all cyl- 
inders. Dialog not so hot. -Mystery 
Hour, WEAF, still on the install- 
ment plan. Hotel St. Regis band 
had Vincent Lopez working hard, 
even to two-piano solos, WEAF. 
Ben Gross, “Daily News” radi 
critic, as guest announcer, seemed 
to be suffering with 
Anyway, he got in a 
“News.” 

Phil Spitalny’s music, WEAF, 
soothing. Tuneful Tales, WOR, has 
its moments. Kinney orchestra, on 
same station, shows improvement. 
Lyons & Lyons had a rather happy 
mixture of vaude celebs. The Wat- 
son Sisters, particularly Kitty’s solo, 
over creditably. Period seemed top- 
heavy with vocal solos. ‘“Moon- 
beams” still doing the closing spot 
here. 

Men About 


plug for the 


Town, WJZ, is new 
one for WJZ. Of pleasing musical 
caliber. Howard Fashion Plates, 
WABC, getting by on Freddie Rich’s 
music. Ernie Hare and Billy Jones, 
WJZ, held usual vocal attention, but 
orchestra also entitled to credit. 
Armstrong Quakers, WJZ, do not 
wander far from the beaten path. 
Much Drama 


Eversharp Penmen, WABC, get 


money’s worth on commercial plug. | 


One of the best skits of the week 
on WBAC was “My Half Marriage.” 
Had a heart tugging twist and dif- 
ferent from the others. Principal 
woman unusually good. Hank Sim- 
mons’ Show Boat, WABC, was old- 
fashioned meller with Simmons all 
over the air as Willie Reilly, Jr. 
Ted Husing staying up late to 
broadcast Duke Ellington's 
WABC, from Cotton 
hot whamming of “Tiger Rag.” And 
some contrast with Ann Leaf's ef- 
fective organ werk following on 
WABC. Norman srokenshire 
changed pace somewhat in working 
in Brunswick program. WABC. Or- 
chestra came over well. Russell and 
Saratoga Club orchestra, WMCA, 
Will Oakland in Flor- 
vacation, with Buddy Ken- 


not so good. 


ida for 


mix up 


This | 


mike fright. | 


band, | 
Club. Usual |} 


By Mark Vance 





KNX Leads West 


Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 
boost its transmitter 


watts April 


KNX will 


from 5,000 to 50,000 


This will make it the most powe 
ful station in the west. 

Pierre Melonino succeeds Richard 
Wicks as program director of rT 


station. 


Broadway Legits on Air 
Gratis Sundays as Plug 


Cast members of Broadway legits 
i will broadeast from WMCA 30 min- 
Sunday evening 
plug for the shows. There will be 
no charge from either end. 
John Price and 


Smith of “Street Singer,” 


each as a 


utes 


Queeni« 
inaugu 


Cast ol 


Jones 


rated the 
‘June Moon” goes on next. It wil 


hour Sunday. 


be < non-commercial fea 


WARING DIVORCE SUIT 
Cleveland, Feb. 18. 
Mrs Dorothy Waring, wife ol 
|Fred Waring, the band leader, has 
entered suit for divorce in Cleve- 


land on charge of gross neglect. 


— alleges her husband remained 
jaway from home for long periods 
; and refused to account for his 
' 


whereabouts, 
| The Warings were married seven 
years ago in California. 

Dorothy Lee, formerly with War- 
ing’s Pennsylvanians, and now un- 
der contract to Radio Pictures, has 
been mentioned previously in con- 
nection with the divorce action. 


KAHNS SPLIT 
Chicago, Feb. 18. 
Art Kahn, pianist, and Gus Kahn, 
composer, have separated after two 
months writing tunes together. 
Art went to New York, where he 
|will m.ec. a Publix unit on the road 





ifor six months. Gus will land in 
| Hollywood to write special music 
lfor the forthcoming talker of 
“Whoopee.” 





Music Societies Enlarging 

The M. P. P. A. and American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers have taken a lease on 
the 30th floor of the Paramount 
building, 

The 25th floor, which they now 
occupy, will be used as executive 
quarters for the American Society, 
and the 30th floor for executive 
offices of the M. P. P. A. 





Schenck for Red Star 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 

With Shapiro-Bernstein slated to 
close its Los Angeles office, Herman 
Schenck, in charge here, has been 
engaged to represent the Los An- 
geles office of the new Fox Red 
Star company. 

M-G Lets Go 

Lange and Ernest Klo- 
pralz, song writers, and Sarah Y. 
Mason, author, are out of Metro. 
Contracts, up last week, are not be- 
ing renewed. 


Arthur 





Lester Allen will be guest artist 
with the Publix CBS broadcast 
Feb. 27. 








nedy pinch-hitting on air, WMCA. 
Jan Garber proving WMCA musi- 
cal ace. 

Hamilton Brown Sketch Book 
shot through zrom Chi on WJZ was 
too palpably meller to strike twelve. 
A shoe firm plug that suffers with 
some of the reliable dramatics on 
the air from other stations. 

The Tasty Yeast period (WOR) 
has developed into a standard by 
jreason of the splendid orchestra. 
Station should give band and leader 
credit via announcer. Eugene Or- 
mansky doing well with his musi- 
cians playing for Endicott Johnson 
|; shoe period, also (WOR). 
Players offered “The Bullet and the 
Goose”; mildly engaging. Sax en- 
semble (WGBS) came over 
lpily; a laughing sax solo old in idea 
but always effective. 

Majestic period (WABC) 





, 
chnop- 


seemed 


off color. although Dale Wem brow 
did his best to hold it up with 
his voice and uke; his pipes ap- 
peared hoarse or showing air wea! 





| Norman Pearce recited about an 
even dozen pieces (WOR). Enter- 
jtaining. One poem was by Pearce 
lhimself based on a gag by Bugs 
and the 


|Baer on The Needle 
| Thread.” Pearce gave Baer credit 


Dorian stringed 


(WOR) 


'\for the inspiration. 
'quartette in Chamber Music 
‘up to its usuai standard. 


The Irish | 


Acrobats Crash Radio 








Indianapolis, Feb. 18. 


A troupe of German acro- 
bats were featured last week 
on a radio program from 
WFBM. 


They sang 











Radio on Decline 
In Spain—Poor 
Programs Blamed 


Madrid, Feb. 7. 
disintegration of public 
radio is threatened in 
inferior quality of 
attendant diminu- 


combined 


Cia mplete 
{interest in 
i Spain by the 

programs and 


{tion of apparatus sales, 


with the rather high price of re- 
equipment, 

No exact statistics on apparat 
that thers 


sets in use 


is available, excepting 


are 300,000 ear-phone 


in Spain and only 10,000 of the 
loud speaker or horn type, deemed 
|quite a luxury. Ear-phone radio 


been 
years, 


jreception has obsolete in 
America for and furnishes 
an idea of Spain’s radio status. 
Inferior quality of programs is 
chiefly to blame. The change in 
Spanish politics may prove of some 
help in furthering radio through 
a monthly quota collection of fees 
for ether service under national 
supervision. There is only one so- 
ciety in Madrid, called the Radio 
Union, which collects voluntary 
fees for the furtherance of choicer 
tertainment. Subscribers 
in numbers, hence nothing 
along this line has ma- 
terialized. Ad 


ys are the prir 


1d >Y 
adio e! 


tisements and re 
ipal items on the 
therizing gramo- 
important com- 





air, even unto 
phone disks ¥ 


; mercial hookups 


Good musi or other 


entertain- 


;ment features are further hindered 
by authors’ and composers’ con- 
|certed opposition to use of their 
material without some remunera- 
tion. 


There are four stations operating 
|in all Spain, and the Spanish Radio 
System at present is in preparation. 
Madrid Union Radio has a hook-up 
in Barcelona. Seville and Catalan 
Radio (Barcelona) complete the 
broadcast centrals. 


| 








Radio Comm. Placements 


Washington, Feb. 18. 
Senator C., 


requ.ire a 


from 


would 


With statement 
& Dill that he 
month to study any nominations for 


the radio commission presented by 


President Hoover, every indication 
is that there’l be commis Oo! ] 
no commissions to supervise 
broadcasting ] ) . ~P 
ent terms expire on Ul! t date 


sure being brought 


Executive to re- 


Plenty of pres 
on the Chief 
appoint the present 
contrast, there is just as much pres- 
sure for new names from state rep- 
resentatives who feel they haven't 
had a square dea! in the aliocation 
of wave lengths. 


FERRIS JOINS N. R. A. 
Cleveland, Feb. 18. 
Earle Ferris, WtTAM’s | station 
manager, resigns March 1 to be- 
come eastern manager of National 
Radio Advertising Inc., in New 


York. 

Ferris dramatic editor of 
Cleveland Times several years ago, 
joining WTAM in 1928. 


was 


FIVE HOURS FOR “KING” 

Saturday, Feb. 15, saw the first of 
a series of five broadcasts arranged 
by Paramount to plug “Vagabond 
King.” 

Other four to follow are Feb. 22, 
March 7-8-12, ali via 
mikes. 


Columbia 


Dryer With Paramount 
Hollywood, Feb, 18. 
Dave Dryer, songwriter, has been 
given a two-year ticket by Para- 
mount. 





That old stage adage, “The show 
must go on,” has its duplicate in 


radio, where “the program must 
go on.” Broadcasting officials re- 


late many instances of performance 
despite serious illness or tragic 
news. 

An example is the late John B. 
|Daniel, former announcer for NBC. 
Several months ago Daniel was 
working with a commercial pro- 
gram when he was suddenly grip- 
ped with a severe attack of ap- 
pendicitis. Instead of leaving the 
studio immediately, he persisted in 
continuing his work until the end 
of the progratra. Later he was 
rushed to the hospital, and four 
days later he died. 
| There is also the experience of 
| Nathaniel Shilkret, who directs tne 
Victor-RCA program. A short time 
before the program was to start 
he had a few teeth extracted. The 
dentist kept him under gas much 
longer than originally intended, and 
when Shilkret came to he had »but 
12 minutes to reach the _ studio, 
With the bib tucked under his 








ichin, he dashed for the _ street 
| and grabbed a cab. Later in 
the studio the blood was=_ still 


streaming from his mouth, and the 
musicians thought it was a hemor- 
rhage. He had to be supported 
on the platform by two men 
throughout the program. 
Another example of professional! 
perseverance is that of Yachob 
Zayde, one of NBC's studio vio- 
lini Zayde, as a result of par- 
ticipation in the Russian revolu- 
was subject to and 
violent stomach trouble. Once while 
was stricken but 
Later he 
returned to his seat and continued 
with the rest of the orchestra. At 


linists. 


tion, frequent 


doing a solo he 


continued with the solo. 


he end of the program, he toppled 
| from his seat. 
Death of a Brother 

There is the story of Al Rich, 
drummer, whose brother, Moe, was 


Radio Also Has Its 





Traditions 


violinist with the same musical 
aggregation. During a rehearsal Moe 
collapsed and was rushed to NBC’s 
first aid room, where he passed 
away. Al later learned of his 
brother’s death, but went on the air 
in the rehearsed opera. 4 
Louis Mason is another who up- 
held the ether tradition. He was 
informed by telegram, a few minutes 


before going on with a commercial; 


hour that his mother was critically 
ill in Lexington, Ky. Neverthelesz, 
he went on with the program and at 
the finish dashed away without bag 
or baggage. His mother later re- 
covered. 
Soprano’s Woe 

At NBC they tell a story, which 
they swear to be true, of the 
hefty soprano who sang with a 
broken heart. The gal had gone 
on a diet and refused to look at 
the scales for a month. 3efore 
going on one night, she decided 
to weigh herself. Scale showed that 
she had gained six pounds during her 
dieting period. Dragging herself to 
the mike she gave voice to her 
customary love carol in mournful 
tempo. 


CBS reports how Zenaida Nico- 
bina, otherwise La Palina, in- 
jured herself one Saturday while 


alighting from a cab. She was con- 
fined to her bed but the next day, 
against express orders of the duc- 
tor, arose and went to the studio 
for performance. Freddy Rich, 
band leader, was informed 30 minutes 
before getting in front of the mike 
that his brother severely ill 
He continued with the program. 


was 


Red Star Gets Set 
Fox's Red Star Music Co. is now 
definitely set on the second floor at 
729-7Tth avenue. 
For the past two months the new 
publishing firm has been occupying 
temporary quarters on _ the sixt 


el # +} } ; 
noor ol tne same pullding. 


members. In 
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By Lou Greenspan 
_ - 
. 
Wit k (0) t Hollywood, Feb. 
I mar u s Gliding over the air on a pickup 
of local stuff .And on a Thurs 
Bernie Pollock's contr t s sales | day night, too ..Probably any other 
mani: 1 W } Wi ! VV ne nignt would done is well 
) Ss s S1¢ l t T UO I > l r ! 2 = | 
f VW . Pe } ( ) e! ad 
e} \ hs ‘ t W ed pro \ ‘ rag 
arn S Pa | ul tis T 4 
Witmark also released Harold | like the cl ( 
Lee. Chicago sales m .- f nd § \ ik fo , 
weel = rence } . ] 0 on ‘ ii} . nd Ait . te! 
‘7 ) iSs I t Ss Ope . 
silvertone tenors and hi 
. iuencied sopranes....All ta 
° + s Oto Parinmes a , 
Dill’s Idea May Block sels to the home fire burners and 


not bad on the eardrums while one 
is Chewing a tough steak or working 
on an stick....Only. if 
these announcers would stop over- 
plugging their 
much... 


asparazus 


commercial wares so 


When at the end of some 

beautiful musical composition a 

husky voiced mug starts in with 

“Don't forget folks, incandescent 

yottles never fade,” or “Hotsy 

I < ‘ vater bott neve : 

aoesn t gr < ( so pis irs ind Tne 
dinne tab rt } lo 


What to Do 
someone will say “Nuts” 
turning the dials.. Be- 


Usually 


and start 


;tween 8 and 10 the popular stuff 
comes over....Getting a load of 
iKFWB (Warners) at this time 
tunes in another merchandise spiel- 


;}er—can’t get away from these birds, 


lit seems....This one is peddling for 
;the Peerless stores....“Giving away 
ladies and gents, peerless pepper 
|shakers, peerless mayonnaise jugs 
and other peerless commodities at 
j}peerless prices....Besides peerless 
prizes....Then there are Peerless 


Puzzles, which bring a cloud to your 
brain....Ilece hockey broadcast by 
Bill Scott from the Winter Garden 
Ice Palace on the same line, comes 
as a relief....This is a bi-weekly 
item over KFWB every Monday and 
Thursday....“Three Strings” over 
KFI is eye closing and soul throb- 
|bing with two fiddles and a guitar 
| doing their stuff. 
Sleep Powders 

For those who still remember the 
old him town with its barn dances, 
KF QZ offers a selected arrangement 
of rural ditties which guarantees to 
put a somnambulist to sleep....And 
in the midst of this reverie comes 
|“Don’t forget the Silver Top Style 
| Shop with its $25 top on dresses” 
....For those seeking spiritual con- 
solation Aimee McPherson can al- 
ways be relied upon around 9.... 
That Angelus Temple just rocks 
over the air....The next best bet 
is the Apex Night Club from KGFJ 
with the Dixicland Blue Blowers, 
blowing mean and plenty hot....For 
a decided contrast again, KMTR 
comes on with “Moss Covered Melo- 
dies,” more old timers like “Sweet 
Alice” and “Pony Boy.”....A delight 
for those with memories, no doubt 
...-About the same time KPO sends 
forth from Frisco some better class 
music, featuring a corking violin 
solgist, whose name got lost in the 
static....From Beverly Hills KEJK 
offers the Catalina Blue Boys and 
some nice Spanish guitars, 

Spanish 

Spanish stuff appears to be quite 
a fav....KEJK is operated by the 
McMillan Petroleum people, and is 
a 24-hour grind, using canned music 
when running out of the others.... 
Also the Chapman hour goes over 
this line, hooked up with the Max 
Fischer cafe....From 10 to 11 the 
|snap dance orchestras come on.... 








| George Olsen from the Blossom 
| Room at the Roosevelt splits with 
Gus Arnheim at the Montmartre 


over KIEWB....Both distinctive 

icombos with different styles.... 
| Couple of notches away finds Johnny 
Hamp shooting lilting fox trots and 
waltzes from the Ambassador via 
KNX....Ray West’s orch. is another 
by the way of KMTR and then there 
jare the Happy Go Lucky Boys 
(KEFVD) and Lee and Morrison 
| (KFQZ)....This about washes up 
the dance programs and for those 
who care to stick around after 11 
they can hear a droning organ, or 
broken harmony quartets. 





CONCERT MASTERS SWITCH 
Los Angeles, Feb, 18. 

Michel Borisoff, concert master of 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic or- 
chestra, walked out of the organiza- 
tion when advised by the manage- 
ment that his option for next year 
will not be taken up. 

M. Sverdozsky, whose place Bor- 





| isoff took when joining the orches- 
| tra, is now back. 
a 
Klickman’s $100 
EF’, Henri Kiickman, arranger, was 
lawarded $100-damages in court 
,;against Gene Austin, Inc. Klick- 


j}man claimed that he had made an 
larrangement for Austin and was not 
paid for ir. Arnold Aronstein, at- 
: Austin, filed a motion for 


erre lel 


52 retrial 
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MUSIC-NIGHT CLUBS 








———— Oo ———S=—=—_—_—_—— es 
DISC REV [EWS 
By Bob Landry | 
America in its sentimental moods ;days No grounds for expecting a 
is a separate sales proposition, as |revival of interest in “Mary” be- 
in S store knows, from the |cause of this one. 
oop-boop-a-dooping children of | Intensifying the slow tempo and 
hotcha itherefore restricting appeal to the 
B as iments sorry” songs lim I ibidls morose disc shoppers 
inayppreciated mamma lullabys, al) {is Doughboy'’s Lullaby,” sans mel- | 
the wa to illbilly and backwoods | ods 
folklore constitute a brand and a] Miller and Farrell 
type of music usually quite distinct (Victor 22217) Piano, guitar and | 
from what fashionable hips Sway |@jurinet form a nice warmish colo1 
to on the shir lumber of the big |ing for “That's Why I'm Jealous 
town dance salons. jand “Congratulations.” Both num 
America, collectively, is dying to |bers are fairly well established and | 
get back nd look at that old shack Jas rendered by Messrs. Jim Miller 
by the Swanee where in their kid/and@ Charlie Farrell is a good shop | 
days they plucked those innocent | plug. 
daisies And meanwhile love is | Chick Endor 
great except that one or age (Vieter 22274) Endor’s voice pos- 
partners usually scrams leaving a lsesses a tone quality which is best 


bustéd heart but a strong voice 


hind 
Following 
vocal: 


are exclusively 


dises 


Marion Harris 
(Brunswick 4663) 


“Funny, 


Dear, | 
|" 
{ 
| 


What Love Can Do” is the usual 
carol in honor of the tender pash 
sung by\ a ga who has just heard 
the birdies, smelled the flowers, and 
seen the bright vellow sun for the 
first time, thanks to love. On the 
reverse “Nobody's Using It Now, | 
Future students of Americana can 
study this circle of wax to advan- 
tage. It's epitomic of the country’s 
taste in lyrical sentiment, Miss | 
Harris is one of the best of het 


reneration 
Sunshine Boys 
(Columbia 2075) Sugar-blended 
male giving “Il Have to 
Have You” and “Does My Baby 
Love?’ the modern technique in 
harmony. Ought to be liked. 
Carson Robinson 
(Pathe .32504) Cleaning 
room roundelays for 
sumption is a major musical oc- 
cupation. What grammar school 
boys used to sing with many chor- 
uses and much innuendo as “In All 
My Miles of Travel” has been 
sapolioed into “John the Drunk- 
ard.”’ 
Turning 
with semi-belching 
a nice stable 
ought to 
culation if 


voice I 


bar- 
con- 


up 
home 


“The Crow Song” 
effects, makes 
mate for a record that 
have extensive rural cir- | 
properly merchandised, | 
William Dutton 

(Okeh 41357) “Molly, 
So Melancholy” is a 
factory-made croon of 

merit. 
“Can't 
effort 
stand 
mind. 


over, 


I'm 
of a 
cent 


Molly, 
sample 
005 per 


You 


to make 


Understand” is 
a dumb dame under- 
what's on the boy friend's 
Just so-so as a couplet. 
Eddy Thomas 
(Brunswick 4668) “To Be Forgot- 
ten” has some charm and already 


an 


be- t 


described as sincere. This naturally 


is of inestimable value in peddling | 
love lyrics where a knack for con- | 
viction makes a tune seem a lot 
better than it is. 

“You Do Something to Me" and | 
‘Sunnyside Up” look like a_ per- | 
suasive sales combination 


Frank Kamplain 
(Brunswick 4671) Yodeling clas 
Sics, “Sleep Baby Sleep and toll 
On, Silver Moon" will be gobbled 
up pronto by the es of this type 


sla\ 


of music. Yodeling when discover- | 
ied in the lesser vaudeville arcades | 
is still found to be sure-fire. Hence | 
there must be a market if musi 


‘an reach it 
Duncan Sisters 
(Victor 22269) Rosetta and Vivian | 
have a pip in “Um Following You" | 
from their Metro picture, “It's a | 
Great Life.” | 
Other tune, 


stores ¢ 


is ex- 
eX - 


“Hoosier Hop,” 
like several dozen tunes 
the fascination of 
hoofing routine. 


actly 
tolling 
ticular 


some 


Tex Burns a Bit 


Texas Guinan has authorized her | 
attorney, Maxwell Lopin, to enjoin 
June Day, night club entertainer, 
from using the billing of “The 
Texas Guinan of Paris.” 

Tex is burning up because all ad- 
vertisements of the Night Boat 
Club, which opens tomorrow night 
(Thursday) and will feature June 
Day, are billing her as the Texas 
Guinan of Paris. 


Authorization to start suit was 
wired by Tex Guinan from Chicago, 
where she is appearing at the Green 
Mill Club. 


Want Wiedsiensten 
Proprietors of the Hollywood 
Restaurant, New York, are negoti- 





is making the women pensive. 
“Gone” reverses. Degree of 
ularity indicated. 
Irving Kaufman 
(Okeh 41363) “There Will Never 
Be Another Mary” is apparently a 
new number. Idea and title goes 
back to early George M. Cohan 


pop- 


ating for a long term lease with Joe 
Pani for the Woodmansten Inn, on 
Pelham Parkway. 

Jack Amron, Ben Uberall, Joe 
Moss and N. T. G. are reported to 
hold a financial interest in the Holly- 
wood. 








LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 





| IRVING AARONSON _ | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
“RED STANLEY" and PHIL SAXE 


ROMAN POOL’S CASINO 
Miami Beach, Florida 


| MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
9 SEASONS ON BROADWAY 
En Tour 
Opening Soon at the Million Dollar 
Arcadia — ~ tan and 53rd St. 
anagement 
CHARLES SHIREMAN. Salem, Mass. 


| VINCENT LOPEZ | 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Summering at the 


PELHAM HEATH INN 
Pelham. WN. Y. 


Moubling at the 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 























| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
HOLLYWCOD, CALIF. 
With SID GRAUMAN 
VICTOR RECORDS 


(PAUL WHITEMAN| 





And His Greater Orchestra 
‘ow Making 
“KING OF JAZZ” 
for Universal 
Poersenai Kep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 


WNT THE BRICK TOPS | 





(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Permenent Address 


28 West North St.. Indianapolis. Ind 


FROM DETROIT —__ 
JEAN GOLDKETTE, 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: 812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 


TAL HENRY | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 














Warner Bros.-Vitaphone Artists 


Exclusive Management 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway New York 





Radio’s Premier Conductor 
Lucky Strike Oance Orchestra 


| Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
Edison Ace Recording Orchestra 


| ANSON WEEKS | 
: AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


HOTEL MARK HOPKINS 


San Francisco 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 

















par- | 





| B. A. ROLFE | 


of sales between a 
20 numbers 
mand, 
would be unfair 
the runners up. 


“Painting the Clouds,” 
of the first six group. 


along with “Sweeter 
are 
after having been mild on the coast | 
Sylva-Brown &| 


Beer Buyers Welcome 


Paris, Feb. 9. 
An idea of the shifting Paris 
scenery, and its reaction from 
the former take-'m custom, is 
Hairy’s New York which 
formerly featured “champagne 


Bar 


obligatoire” at the front choice 
tables Place now okays any- 
thing so long as they come 
down into the joint. Harry Me- 
Elhone is not a typical take- 
em guy, catering to Americans 
and British primarily, but the 
former popularity of his spot 
through the ever-heavy influx 
of Anglo-Americans, made this 
obligatory. 

Now, as an indicator of how 
few foreigners are in Paris, he 


ith atl 


with others make all 


maks sorts of 
into 
and 
card 
there 


You can 
highball 


concessions, 
any spot, order a 
nobody'll flash the wine 
suggestingly. Heretofore 
were so many collegians at 
Harry’s that the beer-drinking 
light spenders had to be kept 
in the onter through 
ever within 
ordet 


fo 


room 
obli 

Then 
permitt 


y body being 
gated to 
Harry qualified it, 
the rear tables light- 
b. r.’.s and wine obligatory up 
front. Today, everything goes 
at any table. And this applies 
all over in the nite joints from 
Montmartre to 

Tourist 


wine. 
ing 


41 
lor the 


Montparnasse. 


eaterers are taking 


their cue from such strictly na- 
tive spots as La Boeutf sur le 
Toit, Le Grand Ecart, et al., 
where just an orangeade at 40 


with dance music 


two added. 


cents is okay, 
and an act or 


MUSIC SURVEY 








(Continued from page 62) 


»ver for January and close margin 


group ot some 
now in popular de- 
selection of the six best} 
without mentioning | 


In the table of six best sellers, 
‘Chant of the Jungle” jumped from 
sixth place to first. “Tiptoe,” 
which had top position for the past | 
three months, dropped to _ sixth 
place with its companion number, 


entirely out 


Wednesday, coos J 19, oe 





[Gillespie in 1 East Over 


Whiteman This Summer 


Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
James Gillespie, manager for Paul 





4 WEEKS NOW TELL FATE 
OF NEW SONG ON COAST 


Whiteman, is due in New York this Los Angeles, Feb. 18. 
week to discuss the proposition of According to music men around 
Whiteman playing this summer at;this town, the time limit set for 
the Pelham Heath Inn, |plugging any song, whether with 

Gillespie was in negotiation with ja picture tieup or not, is four weeks. 
the Roosevelt hotel here for White- |If by that time, they contend, the 
man to open there for two weeks | number is not over, it’s dropped, 
in the Blossom Room March 24 un-|pecause of the number of. son: 
til Irving Aaronson and his Com lin the average catalog that keep 
inanders arrived to fulfill their con- | on piling up. Particularly is that 
tract of one year. George Olson | true of picture songs, it’s said 
closes at the Roosevelt March 23 | Before the picture angle arose, 
ind will then open his own esta-|six months was not considered too 
blishment in Culver City, where | long to set a number. 

Sunday night dancing is permitted Regarding the best plug mediun 

Whiteman who has just closed |, -:t here consensus of opinion 
at the Loew's State here will play | places radio next to the picture 
|the Fox, San Diego instead of the | holding the song. 

San Francisco house opening Feb ee ee ee 


120. 


Gillespie is due baek here March 6. | Novitiat te Night Club King 


Pittsburgh Cadel Order 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 
With a new 


Police 


administration 
‘rintendent Peter P 


city 


and Sup 


' 
' 


Norwich, 
| the 
i Slipper 
in F 


Wants His Money Back 


New Britain, Feb. 18. 
Isadore J. Gagnon, a mill man of 
Conn., Wants to turn back 
known the Silver 
Inn, just the city 
ton, to Willis J. 


property as 


over iine 


arming Gengras 





Walsh insisting that 1 a. m. curfew |jand Joseph L, Desell, of West Hart- 
on week nights and 11:45 p. m. on /|ford, from whom he bought it in 
Saturday be enforced, more worries | November, 1929. 
liave been added to the graying | When Gagnon bought the place, 
heads of nite club proprietors here. | forme rly known as the Black Kit- 
Cafe owners are of the opinion |ten, he paid $4,000 in cash and gave 
that if Walsh enforces his plan it ja mortgage for $6,765. The sellers 
will spell the absolute doom for \told him, he alleges, that the aver- 
local cabaret business in these |age patron frittered away $7 per 
parts. | visit and that the receipts were 
Curfew here for last year or SO | hetween $650 and $750 weekly. Gen- 
has meant little or nothing, with |>;as and Desell have taken steps 
jthe majority of clubs running until ito foreclose on the mortgage In 
jthe last customer was ready to fF a counter suit, Gagnon claims they 
leave. Majority of cabaret trade | misreprese snted the income of the 
comes after midnight. Last Satur- jinn and he wants his money back. 
|day night club owners were notified | Ace ee ed ale 
ito have their places cleared bv mid- 
/night. Plainclothesmen visited all Biloxi Road Spot 
clubs to see that order was carried New Orleans, Feb. 18. 
out and have also been making Gene Harris has taken over the 
rounds on week nights to see that | wayside Inn, Biloxi, Miss., and 
music folds at 1 a. m. opens there shortly with a full ca- 
7 baret policy. 
~ Evelyn Nesbit will be the name 
|Olsen amd Fleer Show | airactton with Rita: Delano, who 
In Coast Club April 15 has been at the Club Forest, New 
Orieans, also present. A third 
Holiywood, Feb. 18. femme entertainer bills herself as 
George Olsen will open at the | “Little Jessie James.” 
Plantation, Culver City, April 15. — a 
Besides his band and some specialty Karl Moore “Red Star Rep. 


“I'm Follow- 
“To Be Forgotten,” 
Than Sweet,” 
newcomers in the front ranks 


ing You” and 


previously, De 
Henderson’s “I’m a Dreamer’ is still 
going strong. 

Numbers not listed in the Los 
Angeles table of best sellers for 
January but worthy of mention be- 
cause of their close proximity in 
total sales are listed here in the 
order of sales: “Talking Picture,” 
“Singing in the Bathtub,” “Love,” 
“What Do I Care,” “Should I’ “That 
Wonderful Something” and “When 
I'm Looking At You,’ and “Lover 
Come Back To Me,” by Harms. 

As for turnover in discs, dealers 


contend with the menace of bootleg 
lyric tabs, but state business fell 
off slightly from the previous month. 
Sale and demand of vocals are at 
the lowest of any corresponding 
period for many years. Many claim 
this drop is more than balanced by 
increased demand for orchestra- 
tions. 


TWO. BITS CLUB 


Miami, Feb. 15. 

One of the genuinely amusing 
iocal night haunts, occupying the 
top deck of a boat near the cana! 
on the road to the Hialeah race 
track. Reason for its monicker 
cluding couvert and all dishes on 
the menu. 

Club is always loaded and gets all 
order of people. Operated by Molly 
Gilbert, formerly of 
the old days of Broadway. Fifteen 
week. Seven waiters, from bur- 
lesque and carnivals, perform be- 
tween orders. Floor show includes | 
six boys and three girls, each doing 
specialties. Al Dean is m. 
Meyers’ orchestra. 


on the occasion reviewed, the m., c. 





dodges tablespoons. Rhoda Fried, a 
stocky blonde blues singer, has a 
huge smile and some hot 


along the coast did not have to. 


burlesque and | 
proprietor of a 49th street hotel in | 


hostesses employed at $10 to $20 a} 


Cc. Dic k | 


This is the sort of spot where, as 


' 
notes as; 


talent there 
floor show. 

Plantaiion was tormerly 
by Fatty Arb ickle. 


wil) be 16 girls in the 


operated | 





| Bramm’s A. S. C. A. P. Post 


John A. Bramm was appointed 
manager of the foreign division of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, 

He will also be in charge of the 
radio department. 





Alice Boulden at Casanova 
Alice Boulden has been engaged 
to replace Mary Charles, principal 

femme, at the Casanova Club. 


HERE AND THERE 


now in the 





Famous Music Co., 
former Spier & Coslow offices at 
745 Tth avenue, New York, has 
leased the entire first floor at 
7th avenue. Will move into the 
new quarters March 1. 





m. c. at the Saenger, 
is to take the place | 


} Lou Breese, 
| New Orleans, 


'of Dave Rubinoff as pit conductor 


| when the latter leaves. 





Charles 
at Blossom Heath, Detroit, Feb. 18 


Al Katz has an entire new band 
personnel. Disbanded the old out- 
fit when some of the boys accepted 
booking propositions with 
bands, 





|} Fox’s Red Star Music Company 


will file an application for member 


|ship in the American Society of 
| Composers, Authors and Publish- | 
ers, 





Jerry Friedman's orchestr 
7 n oren tra 
gagement at 
i New York. 


the Casanova Club 


719 ; 





|ton representative for the 





' 


Straight’s band opening | 


other 


re- | 
' 
resent Monday for an indefinite en- | 


she parades from table to table. Lawrence Gray, film player, has | 
Lita Royeca, a Spanish cigaret girl, |been placed under a one-year con- 
can drop her tray and go into a act to record for Brunswick. 
shawl dance or team for an exhibi- wes 

tion. Jack Murphy, a broad-shoul- 

dered Irishman with a rangeless| D. Frank Markus, publicity, “The | 


tenor voice, is among those present. | 


Helen Ward, a 16-year-old acrobatic 


dancer, jumps three feet in the air 


} and lands in split. 


As the proprietress said: 
must see her; 
self, but she’s wonderful.” 


“You | 
she nearly kills her- | 


Blue Ghost” (Jimmy Cooper). 


| 
‘ 
i 
| 
| 





| Marion Grey, formerly at the Sil- 


ver Slipper, Atlantic City, switched 
to the Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh, on 
Monday. 


Karl Moore has been named Bos- 
Red Star 
Fox subsidiary. 


Music Co., 








AVERN 
A CHOP HOUSE 
‘QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East ef Broadway ——— 








JAN GARBER 


who, with 
featured at 
acle night 
Hollywood 
who is an 
ist My Stations 
Ww MC proves 
prom oa nce by 
featuring 


WHEN 


his orchestra, is 
Broadway's mir- 
rendezvous, The 
Restaurant, and 
“air wave” special 
WABC ani 
his right to 
consistent! 


LOOKING 


VM 
AT YOU 
Tibbett’s 
M-G-M’s Masterpiece 


“THE ROGUE SONG” 


iwrence 


‘ Song Su 
cess in 

















Carlton Kelsey 


Director Music 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 
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News From the Dailies 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
fished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








LONDON 


Flight Lieut. Greig, third pilot 
in the record breaking’ British 


Schneider Trophy team, married to 
Lorna Dean, 


Victoria Palace, which broke its 
vaude tradition to give Gracie 
Fields a start in “The Show's the 


Thing,’ is presenting Nellie Wal 
lace in “All Fit,’ revue. 

Jean Colin, Clifford 
Richard Dolman, Edmund 
and Marie Minette will have the 
leads in “Here Comes the Bride” 
when Julian Wylie eventually drops 
it on the Piccadilly. 

Edgar Middletone, author, has 
become a partner of Jack Oliphant. 
First production “The Big Fight,” 
by Middleton. Marquis of Clydes 
dale, leading amateur mauler her 
may lead. 


Mollison, 





“The Damask Rose,” music by) 
Chopin, due at Savoy March 20 
Robert Courtneidge producing. 





Musical version of “The Three} 
Musketeers” will follow the current 
panto at Drury Lane. 

“Devonshire Cream,” the latest 
Barry Jackson-Phillpotts output, 
due in town shortly with Horace 
Hodges, Mary Jerrold and Sam 
Livesey. 


Dinah Shurey, England’s one and 
only woman film producer, fighting 
a libel action against the “Film 
Weekly,” fan magazine. She al- 
leged malicious criticism. 

Hair waving apparatus has to be 
taken into court these days for the 
judge to decide whether girls’ 
claims for damages are justified. 





“Charles and Mary,” only play 
ever written about Charles Lamb, 
author, current at the Everyman 
Joan Temple wrote and has femme 
lead. 


Roland Pertwee’s new comedy, 
“Honours Even,’ due at the St. 
Martin's. Diana Wynyard, Ann 
Todd, Morton Seliton and Tom 


Reynolds cast. 


March 5 is the date for Tallulah’s 
swoop into tragedy, as Gauthier in 
“Lady of the Camellias.” Margaret 
Bannerman’s satire on the same 
role is due a fortnight before. 


Maurice Browne has bought Ste- 
phen King-Hall’s drama of the bat- 
tle of Jutland, “B. J. 1.,” probably to 
play at the Globe, unless Sheriff fin- 
ishes his cricket comedy in time. 
No women in the cast; sort of naval 
“Journey’s End.” 

“Symphony in Two Flats,” No- 
vello’s play, out of London Feb. 22. 
Will tour the provinces four months; 
folds for New York in August. 


Squawk has been raised here be- 
cause the Imperial Institute, mu- 
seum section of London University, 
has been showing a free film adver- 


tising American liners. Institute 
gives free propaganda film shows 
every day, usually glorifying the 
British empire. No one goes, any- 
way. 


Dorothy Goossens, formerly wife 
of the composer, married to R. D. 
Reagan, American attache. 


Benjamin Paul, owner of a subur- 
ban hall just outside the London 
radius, fined recently for keeping 
inflammable materials in his projec- 
tion box. One of a series of prose- 
cutions. Authorities have been very 
hot since the Paisley disaster. 

American prize-winning war nov- 
el, “It’s a Great War,” got the big- 
gest tearing the local critics have 
given a yarn for ages. 





NEW YORK 





Building circles are carrying 
rumors that a 63-story building to 
contain four or five theatres, includ- 
ing the world’s largest picture 
house, will be erected on the site 





that the station is now 


to stay on its wave length. 


j 
‘ 


|} to another 


Gwenn | 


George Antheil, who wrote the 
unique Ballet Mechanique” opera, 
Is at work on another which will 


set 


to music the noises ina 
tiled chain restaurant. 


moder! 


Robert A. Carter, who admitted 
copying a story from one magazine 
and selling it under a different title 
for 


$140, received sen- 

; tence of from six months to three 
years in the penitentiary. 

Completely recovered from her 


| operation 


Court. 
} against 
|; Which posted bonds for “Padlocks | 


Cohan from 1920 to ’23. 





bounded by 48th and 51st streets and | 


5th and 6th aves. Building would 
he an amusement center, containing, 
besides the theatres, a dancehall, pic- 
ture, radio and music studios and 


parking space for 20,000 automobiles. | 


S. L. Rothafel is hinted as general 

director, with John D. Rockefeller, 

Owen D. Young, David Sarnoff and 

M. H. Aylesworth reported interested 
promotion. Dailies could secure no 

oniirmation of the reports. 

was 


renewed by the Federal Radio 


Commission on receipt of assurance. 


License of WBMS., Fort Lee, N. J., | 
> 


for appendicitis, 
the Harbor 


Peggy 
Joyce left 
last week. 


| 


| Alder-Selva. 





tract suit brought by Prof. Johannes 
The prof claims he re- 
paired the singer’s voice some time 
ago, 
him 


additional business but didn't. 





M. Cohan wired from Chi- 
cago that tearing up his picture con- 
tract Was no His next Lroad- 


George 


2aye. 


'way show, he says, will open in Au- 


equipped 


gust. 


Eugene Brandt and 


Schwartz, identifying themselves as | 


theatre musicians out of work, were 


caught trving to force entrance into 
1 Bronx jewelry store with a crow 
bal 

Trial of Mae West and 57 othe 
defendants charged with perform- 
ing in the allegedly obscene play 


Pleasure Man,” has been postponed 


to Monday (24). 

Margaret Matzenauer is the latest 
to leave the Metropolitan Opera 
She was reported dissatisfied with 


{roles offered her for next season. 


sanitarium | 


More than $7,500,000 will be spent 


by RCA, Victor during 1930 in an 
expansion program, according to E. 
E. Shumaker, president. Most of it 
will be expended on a new building 
for radio manufacturing. 

Texas 


Guinan and Equity lost a 
judgment 


for $16,892 in Suprem« 
Judgment had been obtained 
the Equitable Surety Co., 
of 1927.’ 

State Senator Antin’s bill to check 
operation of musical instruments in 
front of stores was disapproved as 
“unnecessary” by the City Bar 
Ass'n’s Committee on Laws and 
Procedure. 





Nanette Guilford, Metropolitan 
Opera prima, announced she is filing 
suit for divorce from Max Rosen, 
concert pianist. Charge is incom- 
patibility of temperament. 





Reserved decisions entered in the 
cases of Margaret Severn and 
Haskan, individually summoned on 
charge of presenting dance recitals 
illegally on Sunday. Two cops 
testified the dancers were acrobatic 
instead of the permitted classical or 
religious routines. 

May Smith, dancehall hostess, 
and Carmine Barelli, gambler, were 
murdered last Thursday in the Bronx 
by four men in a car. Two more 
shots were fired into the girl’s body 
after she had fallen to the side- 
walk. The couple had been living 
together. 








A powerful radio transmitting set 
was found by police in an Inwood 
home raid. Code translations and 
ocean charts indicated the set was 
for signalling rum runners. Frank 
Krebs, radio operator, was taken 
into custody. 





Appeals of George Cohan and 
Sam Harris, former theatrical part- 
ners, from orders of the Federal 
Board of Tax Appeals fixing addi- 
tional assessments against them 
were given reserved decision in 
U. S. Circuit Court. Additional 
taxes were $26,785 against Harris 
for 1919-20, and $89,000 against 
Cohan said 


he gave half his income to his 
father, now deceased; Harris said 
he assigned one-fourth of his 


profits to his wife. 


Prohibition Administrator Camp- 
bell’s threat of padlock proceedings 
against public places where viola- 
tions of the dry law are observed 
among patrons brought a flock of 
printed pleas in dining places for 
guests to co-operate in preventing 
violations. Hotel Association sent 
a collection of the printed slips to 
Administrator Campbell accompa- 
nied with a request for “more rea- 
sonable means of enforcement.” 
There were no further developments 
in Campbell's earlier threat to pad- 
lock the Hotel Manger and Cor- 
nish Arms. 

Motion pictures are responsible 
for a distorted picture of the United 


States which exists in South 
American nations and “causes a 
cold and even hostile” attitude 


toward this country, 
Laurence Duggan, 
Latin-American 
stitute 


according to 
director of the 
division of the In- 
of Education. 

Reported by a tab as having had 
Clara Bow's secretary spy on her in 
California, Harry Richman said he 
simply wanted to make sure the gir] 
didn’t ruin her health while recov- 
ering from her illness. 

When Miss Bow left for the coast 
Monday Richman gave her a book 
and said good-bye very politely. 





LOS ANGELES 





Alfred Cohn and John Grey en- 
gaged to collaborate on story for 
Harold Lloyd’s next picture, sched- 
iled to start in April. 


Due to illness Ben Rothwell has 
closed his agency. For awhile his 
| wife carried on, but eye trouble 


forced her to quit, too. 

Barry Norton, who left Fox after 
four years, has a five-year agree- 
ment with Paramount. 





Joan Bennett will be started by 
United Artists instead of Norma 
Talmadge in “Smilin’ Through.” 
Film will cost $750,000 and be all 


Technicolor. 


Academy has authorized a class of 
membership limited to their special 
branch of the industry. Enrollment 
fee is $15 and dues $12 a year. Reg- 
ular members pay $100 and $60, re- 
spectively. 





Lee Patrick is being brought here 
for local showing of “June Moon” at 
the Belasco for same part she played 
in New York. 





Joan Peers has a term contract 
from Columbia. Initial starter in 
“Sweet Rosie O'Grady.” 





Mary Doran will be on the M-G 


| payroll for another year. 





Clara Bow, returning here Feb. 20, 
from New York, will go into “True 
to the Navy” five days later. 


Pathe has Mary Lewis to a six 
weeks’ contract, with options for 
three years. She lost 15 pounds by 
dieting to meet the weight. Her 
former husband, Michael Bohnen, is 
still abroad. 


—_—-— 


Ruth Chatterton will have the 
femme lead in “The High Road” 
(M-G), originally intended for Nor- 
ma Shearer, who will take a rest. 
Ralph Forbes will be opposite. Sid- 
ney Franklin will meg. 





Fox will build up its contract list 
with names. Newest ones are Mil- 
ton Sills and Ann Pennington. 


Sono-Art will Spanishize “Dark 
Chapter,” with Jose Bohr playing 
the lead that Reginald Denny had 


in the English version. 





Florence Ryerson, out as writer 
at Paramount, is en route to New 
York via the canal. She is accom- 
panied by her husband and collabo- 
rator, Colin Clements. 





Marshall Neilan, turned writer, 
has been engaged by Warners to 


adapt “River's End,” formerly a 


silent by First National. 


-auline Frederick is out at War- 
ners, with the studio buying the re- 
mainder of her contract. Belle Ben- 
nett will have the lead In “Fame,” 








| ler, Jack Lynds, 


When Katherine Jackson refused 
to remove her hat and coat from 
a seat in Loew's New York, Ifred 
Lindenbergh sat on them. Miss 
Jackson responded with an um- 
brella blow to the head In night | 
court the woman was given a sus- 
pended sentence, and her charge 


against Lindenhergh were dropped 

Frieda Hempel 
heen served with sum- 
mons in a $560,600 breach of con 


Mme. 


singer } e 


concert 


by installing a 


| for the registration of all foreign 
actors seeking work in picture To 
be known as the foreign language! 


intended for Miss Frederick, and 
may also substitute in “Scarlet 
Pages.” 

Heavy production may force the 


toach studio to remain open during 
March. Intention was to shut down 
for the month. 





Roger Gray, Charles McNaughten, 
Eddie Morris, Glen Dale, Don Mil- 
Charles Cross, Car- 
ter Sexton, Buddy Lyman, Pert 
Kelton, Aber Twins, Gloria Christie 
ind Mary Taylor to Rogar Grey's 
“Gone Hollywood,” Biltmore theatre 
Feb, 26 


Motion Picture Producers’ Asso- 
has formed an auxiliary di- 
Vision to its call and casting bureau 


foreign department 


flation 


and in return she was to bring | 


department, 


| 


| 


Ralph | 


65 





——__ ~ we 








with a committee of 
language experts in charge to ap- 
prove qualifications and classifica- | 
tion. 

Cecil B. DeMille was re-elected 
president of the Association of Mo- 


tion Picture Producers at its annual | 
meeting Monday (17) Balance of 

the officers, including W. R. Shee- 

| han, Ist vice: Jack Warner; 2d vice, 

jand Fred W Beetson secretary- 

treasurer, re-elected for another 

| year. 

Willis Kent, in ass ition with 
Mrs. Wallace Reid, have renamed 
their producing organization trom 
the Mrs. Wallace Reid Production 
to True Life Photoplays C¢ They 
may produce a series of featur for 
state rights, with William O'Connor 
slated to direct the first 

‘The Big H ~ M-G » I 
story. is to have three leads Ches- 
ter Morris. borrowed from Il an 
Wallace Beery and Robert Mont 
gomer) | 





} 


——— 


| dance 


was 


—— SSD 


‘CHICAGO 





Georgette Little brought suit 
against James R. Little, president 
of a music school, for $180 alimony, 


Players’ Guild presented three 
one act plays, in conjunction with 
players from the “Street Scene” 
company, now at the Apollo The 
pros presented Elmer Rice's “‘Pass- 
ing of Chow Chow.” 


Mildred M Naughton, tormer pic - 


ture actress and wife of John I. 
McNaughton, Los Ange susiIness 
man, attempted to kill 
week, She will live, 

Jacob K. Karchme ‘ lk 
Rubin were arrested on « irgres oO 
using the mails to defraud ( iri 


racket, 

Lorraine Gardens, taxi dat! 
was closed by the police last week 
following a riot in which one man 
stabbed to death. 


Opening of “Love Parade post- 


;}poned a week at the McVicker’s, due 


J. Marjorie Berger, former income | 


to Chevalier’s illness on the Coast. 


| Chevalier booked for a personal. 


Taxicab drivers are being taken 
|} by the bandits Latest stunt is 
|} stripping them, with a gal holding 
the gun 

Irene Castle McLaughlin's dog 
kennel burned, killing 90 pups 


| filed 


tax adviser, began serving a two 
and a half years’ sentence on ome 
viction of making fraudulent tax 
returns for Dorothy Mackaill. } 
Alice White is requesting a vaca- 
tion to New York after working in | 
22 pictures during the past three] 
ind a half years. She may have to| 
walt, as two new stories are In | 
preparation for her. | 
Warners is beating Fox West | 


Coast to the punch by holding pre- 
views in opposition houses. With 
Warners having the Forum now, all 
W-B and F. N. pictures will get 
first showings there. 


Karl Johansen, representing Ger- 
man publications in South America, 
is here. 


Chaliapin, Russian basso, now 
considering $150,000 cash to make a 
talker. His rep {!s in Hollywood 
talking it over. Wanted $300,000 
about a year ago. 
to the 
instead 
after 
19. 
to 


Paul Whiteman switches 
Fox, San Diego, next week 
of the Fox, San Francisco, 
closing at Loew's State Feb. 
Then back to Universal City 
finish his picture work. 

Robert Redwing, Cherokee Indian, 
producer of educational pictures, 
filed a $310,000 damage suit against 
Charles Moncravie, another Indian, 
charging him with alienating the} 
affections of his wife, Rose Marie 
Redwing, picture actress. 


Noah Beery, pictures, operated on 
for appendicitis. 


Robert Quigley, artist, lost a suit | 
to restrain Xavier Cugat from pirat- 
ing his style of drawings of cari- 
catures of picture stars. The court 
ruled one artist cannot be guilty 
of appropriating another's style or 
technique. 


Marion Morrell, pictures, arrested 
with Art Accord in a raid on her 
apartment last Oct., was sentenced 
to serve 15 days in the city jail 
for possessing liquor. 


John Gilbert and Jim Tully, hobo 
literateur, meet at catchweights in 
a Hollywood cafe as an aftermath 
of Tully’s panning article on Gilbert 
of two years ago in “Vanity Fair.” 
Gilbert, blotto, takes a smack at 
Tully with the latter countering to 
the jaw. Player kisses the floor and 
supper patrons step in. 

To be continued, say friends. 





M-G has bought Eddie Cantor's 
first literary effort “Caught Short,” 
for a talker short. 


Art Hammond, indie producer, 
was arrested on a liquor possession 
charge after a party in his home. 

Neighbors called the cops when 
the party got noisy. 


Ferdinand Pinney (Affinity) Earle 
was knicked for $17,000 by a jury 
that decided he had broken a mar- 
riage promise to Dolores Salazar, 
Spanish dancer. Jury tried to give 
her an extra $10,000 but was sent 
back to make it the 17. Girl told 
of abandonment in Paris. 


Sam Coslow, song writer, filed 
suit for divorce agajnst Mrs. Dor- 
othy Coslow, former show girl. 


Coslow charges his wife with 
threatening his life and being con- 
stantly in the company of other men. 





Hoot Gibson and Sally Eilers have | 


announced their engagement. Wed- | 
ding to take place in April. 

Jack Luden, picture has filed 
iit for divorce against his wife 
Mliazbeth Seltzer Juden, charging } 
cruelty. | 

The ¢ ife Theatre i 
le > \ i ‘ | 
3 0. ’ 


Walter Shaver, book dealer, has 


suit for $25,000 against Philip 
Yarrow, snooper, charging entrap- 
ment. 


Because of violations of the dry 
law 21 spots were closed, including 
the Beau Monde. 

A judgment of $14,000 which a 
jury awarded Mary Walter, dancer, 


| for injuries while riding in a cab 
Was set aside. Checker Cab Co. 
claimed having settled for $3,000 


before the trial. 

Beatrice Forbes-Robertson Hale, 
English Shakespearean actress, and 
her daughter, Sanchia Robertson, 
gave a Shakespeare recital here last 
week. 


Chatter in Loop 


(Continued from page 48) 


where 
30. 

his way 

Lomski 


two houses 
more than 
in town on 
the Walker 


booking only 
once there were 

Jack Kearns 
to Detroit for 
gO. 

“Rosey” tosenthal, asst 
ager of the RKO-Woods, is 
domestic, announcing his 
ment to Violet Manning. 


mane 
going 
engage- 


3rock Pemberton saw the Loop 
without hearing a shot and then 
went to Emporia, Kansas, for some 
excitement, 

Music studios all steamed up be- 
cause a film scout made the rounds. 
Now telling prospective pupils they 


can’t help but click. 
Woolworth’s Michigan avenue 
store has had to add to its lunch 


counter space since folks became 
Wall street conscious, 

William J. Ellinson, Great-States’ 
“Bill the Printer,” donated an ap- 
pendix to the Woodlawn hospital 
collection, and is doing nicely. 

The practice of opening all the 
windows on the RKO floor for fif- 
teen minutes in the p. m., driving 
agents and bookers into the cor- 
ridors, has been discontinued. 

Fred Rosenthal, inde agent, took 
Sam Bramson, of the William Mor- 
ris office, for a ride to Englewood 
and frightened the last two dozen 
hairs out of Sam’s head. 


Femmes wearing horn-rim glasses 
along Mich. Blvd. have a habit of 
hooking the end in their chapeau 
instead of behind the ears, Fashion- 
able. 

Harry Mervis, of the Goodman, 
used to knock down six bills a 
month while a student at Carnegie 
Tech by managing and booking a 
college troupe whose net salaries 
were nothing. 


Gene Greene, doing a gratis date 


at the Englewood, knew Bill Mc- 
Caffrey, RKO scout, was in the 
balcony, but McCaffrey knew that 
Greene knew he wags there, so Mc- 
Caffrey caught the act by going 
outside to smoke. 

At Ben Bernie’s final night in the 


3alloon Room at the Congress, 


| Eddie Cantor, George M. Cohan and 


Sophie Tucker did stunts The 
Marx Bros. were upstairs talking 
to Ben Hecht, so Cantor, Harry 
Rubin, the songster, Ed Sorrin and 
Art Sheekman, the gossipy column- 
ist, took the bows as Groucho, Chico, 
et al 

Ivan Bankhoff and Beth Cannon 
pen with the Night Boat Cl ib, 
former); the Yacht Club New 
York, tomorrow (Thursday). 


_ 
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New Film Don’ts For 1930 


(Continued from page 9) 


ment as it is not figured that any 
Aifficulties will be encountered. 





Salacious advertising of pictures 
is blamed by the Hays organization 
for what it describes as one of the 


bills ever to confront 

Claiming that “shovellers of print 
filth” are making more money than 
many executives with high titles, 
Hays officials in New York lay the 
chief blame to individual exploita- 
tion efforts, including the house 
managers. 

Hand in hand with censorship are 
additional tax measures. Nine 
states, believed last Christmas to 
have been quieted, are among those 
named by the Hays body as headed 
for censor practices this year. These 
are: Kentucky, Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, New Jersey, New York, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina and Virginia. 
In the latter, where censorship now 


exists, amendrvents have been or 
are being presented to make it 
drastic. Tax committees to con- 


sider ways and means of increasing 
govermental revenue from film dur- 
ing 1931 have already been named in 
the following: Ohio, Iowa, Missouri, 
Nebraska, Illinois, Wisconsin, Ore- 
gon, Utah, Colorado and Idaho. 

Seen as willing allies to censor 
moves throughout the nation, es- 
pecially in small country towns, 
are a number of clerics. -inimosity 
is being engendered by the success 
of boxoffices. These are being 
blamed for the cut-ins experienced 
in many otherwise paying congre- 
gations; also the slap at preacher 
vanity by having to address a hand- 
ful of parishioners while knowing 
that many of the flock have paid 
in at the local theatre, 


High Pressure Ideas 


Used in its original advertising 
form little or no trouble would en- 
sue. It is when interpolations are 
made and the manager tries his 
hand at “subtlety” that the battles 
start and censor wars begin, it is 
maintained, 

Meteoric possession of theatres 
and collective boxoffice expansion 
has resulted in a condition which 
in several cases, Hays men say, has 
caused a flock of “sleek-haired 
young fellows with no idea of the 
trade except that of ballyhooing 
their charge into success” being 
rushed out by some of the com- 
panies. These men, in many in- 
stances, put in the advertising what 
is not in the picture. Some thea- 
tres, and a town in Jersey is cited, 
go in for extreme exploitation until 
they attract people from out of town 
to their city by describing pictures 
shown there as being “naturals” 
exhibits as they were made in 
Hollywood. 

Some of the biggest dispensers of 
copy are blamed. Sal.cries cre named 
and compared. In the case of one 
press man the remuneration is 
claimed to be $5,000 a month while 
an executive holding one of the 
jobs nearest the top in the same 
company is getting but $1,000 more. 


In St. Louis 


Illustrative of how far reaching 
advertising is becoming, and how 
it is already commencing to assume 
far more material form than just 
the presentation of various writings 
and drawing to the different assem- 
blies by bluebeards, the St. Louis 
situation is presented. In this city, 
admitted liberal, will be launched 
a movement a week from Friday 
which will include advertising as 
well as pictures and vaudeville with- 
in the power of a city editing group. 
This, it is poi ‘ed out, is the first 
time in the history of any state or 
city where film advertising had been 
included in a censorious issue. 

In view of the fact that practically 
all of the film for the state of Mis- 
eourl passes through St. Louis, 
{about 54 miles of it each week, it 
is estimated), the ordinance would 
be as effective as a statute. Hays 
execs leave for the city within a 
few days. It is reiterated, however, 
that constant repetition of loose 
advertising methods will reach the 
stage where it cannot be counter- 
acted. 

St. Louis fuss was started over 
a ballyhoo on “Love Parade.” It is 
denied here that anything in the 

press sheet being dispatched by 
Paramount as an accessory with 
the picture could have inspired the 
copy which was used in local papers 
there. 

On the clerical end it is denied 
that there is any open battle with 
the ministry; that so far as the 
record goes the Hays organization 
has had its only trial with one re- 
ligious publication. 


. j . . thad it 
worst epidemics in state censorship | 


the industry. | 





Hudson Censor Bill 





(Continued from page 9) 


“to co-operate with the producers 
in the studios.” 

That idea isn't new. Canon Chase 
first in his bill. Many of 


the Canon’s pet ideas are carried 


over in this proposal in spite of 
the assertion of Mr. Hudson that 
“whole paragraphs had been omit- 
ted” to get away from that angle. 


As to what constitutes a “whole- 
some” picture Mr. Hudson informed 
Variety’s reporter that he had taken 
the “very words spoken by the 
producers themselves.” 

Also in connection with the pre- 

viously denied secret sessions Mr. 
Hudson now states that from eight 
to 10 church bodies worked with 
him in drawing up th bill. He says 
the Canon wasn’t there, although 
admitting there might have been 
a representative of the Canon’s or- 
ganization sitting in. 
Reverting to what the producers 
said was a wholesome picture Mr. 
Hudson has incorporated this in 
section 14 which section would have 
to be met in every way before the 
applied for Federal license would 
be forthcoming. Hudson’s “must 
nots” are completely covered by the 
Hays’ “Don'ts” given on page 9. 

Many of the bill’s features Mr. 
Hudson has carried over from bills 
preceding. He makes block book- 
ing illegal with the same corrective 
measures as incorporated in the 
Brookhart bill. He includes pro- 
visions to prohibit manufacturers 
of wired equipment from issuing 
licenses that would stop. inter- 
changeability. He requires that atl 
such dealers be registered with the 
commission. 

He exempts the newsreels from 
the provisions but causes their 
makers to operate under a blanket 
permit with a $50,000 bond de- 
posited to guarantee they will do 
just that. 


Would Revoke on Ads 

Licenses will be revoked if the 
advertising doesn’t meet with the 
approval of the commission or its 
agents. 

For enforcement Mr. Hudson 
would not do away with the local 
state boards now existent but would 
look to them to carry out the rules 
of the Federal body with the local 
District Attorney having the job 
of appearing for the commission to 
enforce its rules and regulations. 

Appeals from the commission’s 
ruling would be taken only to the 
Court of Appeals or the U. S. Su- 
preme Court. 

Penalties run from six months 
to five years in jail and with, or, 
fines of $500 to $10,000. 

All of which leads back to those 
behind Congressman Hudson. He 
says eight or 10 organizations 
helped him draw up the bill. He 
couldn’t recall the names of these 
organizations or their representa- 
tives. A checkup discloses them 
to be the most powerful of the 
church reforming bodies. 

Possibly the most significant 
statement made by Mr. Hudson 
sums up as follows: “It’s their 
bill and they’ve got to see it 
through.” 


UNCOMMON CHATTER 


(Continued from page 51) 





ing jacket hand-blocked in sunset 
shades. 


_———— 


Perfectly Grand “Goddess” 


“The Green Goddess” is perfectly 
grand entertainment, as intensely 
interesting as the play from which 
it was adapted. It is melodrama 
done so well that it defeats mock- 
ery. Even when a fanatical priest 
rushes across the temple, followed 
by a horde of wildly gesticulating 
heathen crying for the blood of the 
“faringi,” one doesn’t laugh at the 
over-action. 

George Arliss, of course, is superb. 
He gives a suave, delicately-shaded 
performance as the Rajah of Rukh, 
with his way of turning villainous 
utterances into delightful high com- 
edy. The nicest part of it is that 
you never forget that he’s acting— 
beautifully, but play-acting, never- 
theless. It’s the sort of thing that 
brings back memories of the days 
when you used to save up your al- 
lowance, wear your best dress to 
school on Wednesdays, and suffer 
through the last few classes of the 
morning in impatience for the com- 
ing matinee, 








Fox Factions Fight 


(Continued from page 8) 


mer Fox bankers, in competition 
with Dillon, Reid, Bancamerica 
Blair and Lehman Bros., are not 
willing to lay business on the silver 
platter for the new group. 

Stockholders’ counsel has _ bick- 
ered over the apparent unwilling- 
ness of Mr. Fox to personally con- 
sider any other plan, claiming the 
present so-called Lehman plan en- 
tails a cost of 200,000 shares of 
stock as well as $975,000 to the 
banking combine favored by Mr. 
lox, 

An angle in the formulation of a 
second plan, cried for by Halsey- 
Stuart, is developed with stock- 
holders having already made a con- 
tact with a big banking house to 
propose a plan Rerenson & Reren- 
son, attorneys representing 620 
shares of Class A stock, say they 
have a banking house of as great 
a financial magnitude as Mr. Fox's 
favored group, and ready to submit 
a plan for $65,000,000 or more, at 
better terms. 

Clarence Berenson went on the 
record as agreeing that his clients 
stand ready to aid Halsey-Stuart 
rather than oppose the bankers be- 
cause of the 15-year agreement that 
exists for option on all Fox financ- 
ing. Just how the banking house 
under cover would have a hand 
in a plan with Halsey-Stuart and 
whether the latter will permit them 
or any other bankers to put a finger 
in their pie is not explained. 

M. G. Boge, counsel for Halsey- 
Stuart, claims that his client was 
not given an opportunity to sub- 
mit a plan, denying the understand- 
ing of Justice Coleman that H.-S. 
had had a chance to do so before 
Lehman and associate bankers were 
called in. * 

Up To Fox 


After stockholders have chosen 
the banking plan they want, it is 
then up to Mr. Fox to approve or 
reject it. The latter means, as Jus- 
tice Coleman has pointed out many 
times, immediate receivership. In- 
ference of the court is that if stock- 
holders chose a plan other than 
the one already approved by Mr. Fox 
and his board, it is likely no other 
way out than appointment of re- 
ceivers is possible. 

Outside of extension of the time 
limit within which stockholders may 
subscribe to the new bonds, no 


changes have been made in the 
original Fox banking proposal. 
Justice Coleman ruled that the 


period for subscription should be 
extended from a week to 10 days. 

In passing a resolution approving 
the banking plan, six of the eight 
members on the Fox board voted 
for it. Who the two dissenters 
were was not divulged for the re- 
cord 

In permitting others to prepare 
their own banking plan the Lehman 
proposal goes to the stockholders 
without recommendation by the 
court. Justice Coleman’s attitude, 
however, is summed up in his state- 
ment: 

“T will avoid receivership if I 
possibly can.” 

It seems evident that Halsey, 
Stuart & Co. and John E. Otterson 
of Western Electric with Harry 
Stuart and Otterson, co-trustees 
with William Fox for Fox, are op- 
posed to the proposed refinancing 
plan submitted to the court. Action 
of court in the matter may even- 
tually disposes of the trustee end, 
although Stuart claims the court 
has no jurisdiction over his con- 
tract with Fox as such trustee. 

Financing plan to go before the 
Fox stockholders provides for issu- 
ance of $65,000,000 securities for the 
film corporation, according to Sam- 
uel Untermyer, attorney for William 
Fox. 

Financing Plan Detail 

This financing, Mr. Untermyer 
said, provides f.r issuance of $40,- 
000,000 7% debenture bonds with 
warrant attached, which give hold- 
ers right to subscribe to shares of 
common stock Curing first three 
years at not less than $20 a share, 
the following three years at $25 a 
share and following four at $30 a 
share. This debenture redeemable 
at $110 for the first period, $107.50 
second period and $105 for third pe- 
riod. It also provides for the estab- 
lishment of a sinking fund of 20% 
of the net protit of the corporation, 
which must be set aside for the re- 
tirement of the bonds. Remaining 
$25,000,000 would be in 7% cumu- 
lative preferred stock with warrant 
privileges similar to the debenture 
privileges. Preferred redeemable at 
$110. 

Underwriting Cost 

Bankers’ commission will consist 
of 135,000 shares of common stock, 
plus the usual 9% underwriting 
commission, and in addition 65,000 


London 


Chatter 





certain penmen to lay off the pic- 
ture, 

Every new war book goes into 
half a dozen editions, but there's 
still only one war play which can 


make money. Indications are the 
theatre will soon be flooded with 
mud epics. 
London, Feb. 9. 

Little Tich, Jr., is latest to run 
a sandwich bar. Just opened coz; 
little den off Charing Cross Road. 

Painted ankles for the dames 
these days. 

Contract losing favor to auction 


again. 

Jean de Casalis appeared in a 
talker—and is still asking for the 
dough 


Billy Merson broke down and 
cried on seeing his first break into 
the talkers—it wasn’t Billy, but the 
flicker. 

The “half term matinee” is the 
latest stunt to keep patrons away 
from the talker queues. : 

Jo Davidson's been making a bust 
of Edgar Wallace. Sitter wrote two 
novels while waiting. 


Colin Clive’s producing for the 
Three Arts in between playing 


Stanhope. 

Robert Damask Courtneidge 
brought off his Chopin stunt. 
Joe Sacks for sheer nerve. 

Maurice Browne's landed James 
Pryde to do the scenic stuff for 
“Othello” with Paul Robeson in the 
name part. 

tegal’s the first London theatre 
to go big screen with color. Tried 
out with “Gold Diggers of Broad- 
way.” 

New stunt at the British talker 
premieres is to have two bars. Guys 
can take a walk every now and 
then. 

Now that Nellie Walker is in West 
End revue again, the small time 
comics will have a chance of learn- 
ing some new sex cracks. 

Prize columnist joke this week 
was the statement Clayton & Wal- 
ler have never backed a loser. 

London vaude audiences fell for 
heavier stuff, and Sir Henry Wood's 


has 
Beats 


Symphony Orchestra held three 
weeks at the Coliseum. 
The B. B. C.’s regional radio 


scheme, giving the poorest listeners 
the choice of three stations, still 
hasn’t solved the problem of finding 
one which might be worth listening 
to. 

Renee Kelly’s run in “Almost a 
Honeymoon” at the Garrick is in 
nature of a tryout. If successful, 
shifts to another house; if easy, 
gets out for Tallulah Bankhead’s 
Camille. 

Charles Macdona, head of the 
present players at the Court, hasn’t 





shares of stock in connection with 
the $65,000,000 financing. 

A voting trust agreement is to 
last for ten years, under which 
the class B stock will be deposited. 
Plan also provides for an arbitra- 
tion committee to settle differences 
between Fox and bankers. 

Mr. Untermyer said that $65,000,- 
000 of securities minus the 9% 
which the bankers will receive will 
yield about $60,000,000. This will 
provide for the payment of the 
notes of Halsey-Stuart Company, 
Electrical Research Products Co., 
as well as what is owing on the 
purchase of the Gaumont Theatres 
property in England. 

Fox Theatres also will offer $40,- 
000,000 debenture bonds which will 
be underwritten by Fox Film Cor- 
poration. Untermyer stated inten- 
tion of plan was to keep holdings 
of company intact, that Fox Film 
Corp. had earned over $2,000,000 in 
the last four weeks and that the 
West Coast Theatres, bought for 
$20,000,000 originally, had earned 
$5,000,000 last year and were earn- 
ing currently at the rate of $7,- 
000,000. 

The purchase of West Coast The- 
atres included one-third interest in 
First National Pictures, which has 
been sold to Warner Brothers for 


$10,000,000, leaving total cost of 
West Coast Theatres only $10,- 
000,000. 


During court hearing it was stated 
William Fox holds but 5% of the 
Fox stock but has 51% of Fox class 
B, only voting Fox stock. 

Story persists that an offer to 
purchase personal interest of Wil- 
liam Fox for $12,000,000 or more is 
still before Mr. Fox. No line on 
how Fox now regards it or what 
outcome of that offer will be de- 
spite the outcome of reorganization. 

Yesterday (Tuesday) directors of 
ox Films and Fox Theatres Corp. 
accepted the Lehman plan. This 
was announced by Untermeyer. 

However, according to reports, 
there were some objections or the 
part of the Halsey-Stuart faction, 
plus a group within the Fox organ- 
ization headed by W. R. Sheehan 





and Saul Rogers. The latter two 


'are directors in Fox, 


(Continued from page 6) 


acted for 20 years, so he’s signed 
himself as Polonius. Idea is, hav- 
ing been a producer, he’s talkative 
enough. 


Indie unit here started making 


marionette talker shorts, Decked 
up the dolls as leading stars and 
announced shorts co-starring Chap- 
lin and Garbo. Renters scotched 
em quick and the idea got the ai! 

Tom Walls is larning all about 
coppers—running round the nite 
dives to get stuff for his new 
show. ‘ 

Sheriff's play title is being 
cribbed by vaude acts for variety 
sketches. 

Arthur Dent, of British Inter- 


national, claims he’s the first man 
here to realize the dangers of the 
wide screen. Only 1,000 rival claim- 
ants. 

Carlos Ames out of Trocabaret to 
play in Germany. 

Diana Hamilton, lead in first pro- 
duction of “Outward Bound,” taken 
up writing. Authored a comedy 
with Birmingham production slated, 

Maurice Browne's got another no- 
woman play. 

Pat Aherne, film player, breaks 
into vaude with Sybil Thorndike. 

First purple spot ever put into 
3ritish talker made the Garbo fans 
sit up on its premiere. Was cut by 
the censor the next day. Stills of 


it got 20 cents along Wardour 
street. 
British flicker producers went 


down to Hammersmith to see re- 
vival of Pinero’s “Dandy Dick.” 
Heard the price and all left. 

Ivor Novello gets spate giving 
folks presents of grand pianos. Gets 
‘em through the trade and sends 
along some of his own songs. 

John Maxwell’s opera hat voted 
the most distinguished bit of head- 
gear in London show life. 

“Buy British and be proud of it” 
is the slogan constantly advertised 
by English industries. The poster 
vans are mounted on Ford chassis. 


Sweden 


Stockholm, Feb. 5. 

“Broadway” (U) was presented at 
the Olympia here Jan. 4. With the 
accuracy of the excellent stage 
version which the late Mauritz 
Stiller put over at the Oscar theatre, 
it wasn’t easy for the picture. But 
one was deemed as excellent as the 
other here. 

Film version had much more to 
offer in the way of stage settings, 
human material and excellent music, 
whereas the stage direction of the 
play was superb. Screen dialog was 
overcome by running a separate film 
with Swedish titles simultaneously 
with the picture whenever neces- 
sary. It had the exact appearance 
of superimposed titles. Film is now 
in its third week at the Olympia, 

“Broadway Melody” (M-G). Re- 
leased at the cosy Piccadilly here 
Jan. 10. Distributor made great ef- 
forts to make a high-class presenta- 
tion of this picture, and succeeded. 

Shown with the entire dialog re- 
tained plus Swedish superimposed 
titles. A pamphlet was distributed, 
giving a synopsis of the story and 
the songs in Swedish. Good press 
comment and packed houses. Sound 
(W. E.) excellent at this theatre. 
Looks set for long run. 

“Sonny Boy” (WB). Given the 
best notices any picture has had 
here for a long time. Davey Lee 
stole the picture locally, but the 
other players were equally compli- 
mented. Picture is now in its sec- 
ond week at the Rialto here, which 
boasts of excellent sound (W. E.). 
Released with superimposed titles. 

“Rio Rita” (Radio). Still draw- 
ing well in its fifth week at the big 
China theatre. 

“Say It in Tunes” (first Swedish 
synchronized picture). Playing a 
fifth week at the Palladium. 


Stockholm is experiencing a pe- 
culiar winter. Instead of snow and 
low temperatures, regular spring 
weather, with grass in the parks, 
vegetables growing and bushes bud- 
ding in some gardens and anemonies 
for sale at the florists. These are 
the first spring flowers in Sweden 
and usually do not appear until 
March or April. Even the animals 
are confused 

During the entire winter no snow 
has fallen with the exception of 
Xmas eve. 

It helped show business during 
the early winter months, but receipts 
may drop off earlier than usual be- 
cause of the unusual climate. 





Co-Directing 
Hollywood, Feb. 18. 
Melville Burke will co-direct with 
Chandler Sprague on “That Solid 
Gold Article,” Fox. 








R. E. Anderson has been elected 
treasurer of Electrical tesearch 
Products, Inc, succeeding F. L. 
4 Gilman, 





——— 
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"FIRST AIRPORT 
PARK VENTURE 


Idea of tagging an airport to an 
amusement park looks so good that 
out in Flushing, L. I, they’ve organ- 


ized a group Of locals to float such a 
plan for $4,500,000. 
The group has acquired 640 acres 





petween Flushing and College Point | 


and are now in the midst of con- 
structing a combo airport and 
amusement park on the plot. The 


dough is being floated by William P. 

Buchler, investment brokers, 50 

Broad sireet, downtown. 
Park Standards 

Park will have everything 
modern for amusement parks, in- 
cluding a swimming pcol. The air 
part of the park will house 20 han- 
gars and is expected to be ready by 
April1l. Hangars will average about 
$11,000 each for the building, and 
the first one to be ready has already 
been contracted for by Swallow 
Airplane Co., eastern distributors of 
that type of plane. 

Landing fees are slim and airports 
are only permitted to charge fees to 
regular transport companies who 
use the airports for stations. All 
others land free in daytime but pay 
a fee for night landing which aver- 
ages about $5 a plane. Consequent- 
ly few airports in the country are 
realizing any dough, Roosevelt 
Field, Long Island, being the higgest 
money 


that’s 


+} 
tne 


maker. 


Strikes Father—VJailed 


Waterbury, Conn, Feb, 18. 
Earl Norton, circus employee, is 
to pass the time before opening of 
the circus season in the local jail. 
Norton, who had been at his par- 
ents’ home in Waterville, was haled 
into court on a charge of striking 
his father and was sentenced to 90 
davs. 
court the father objected to 
his son’s travels with a circus, and 
asked the court to send him away 
where they’d “put some sense into 
his head.” 


OUTDOOR NOTES 


Harry Dunkel will pilot the Harry 
Copping Shows on its annual tour 
through Pennsylvania, Ohio, Mary- 
land and Virginia as usual during 
1930. 


Oracles of the outdoor show 
world, who guide the destinies of 
other people’s shows from hotel 
lobbies during the winter, claim 
Miller Bros.’ 101 Ranch will open 
its season at Philadelphia to beat 
Ringling into eastern territory. 





Homer J. Tice, of Greenview, IIL, 
was elected chairman of the Illinois 
state fair board last week. 

George Meighan’s weakness is ad- 
dressing traffic clubs. Latest at 
Detroit last week. 


Al Clarkson, advertising car man- 





ager for Rubin & Cherry Shows, 
was willed 7 bungalows in St. 


Louis recently. 


If C. W. Finney doesn’t acquire 
a piece of the Cole circus he wili 
work for Ringling. He was advised 
last week. 


—— 


Six major circus programs are 
getting a heavy ad play this sea- 
Son frem big business concerns. 
Some of the programs will top 30 
pages, a record. 





Lew Dufour’s carnival attraction. 
“Unborn,” store-showing on Madi- 
s0n St., Chicago, for the past four 
weeks, hasn’t hit a profit. Costs 
$75 daily to operate. 


Week of Feb. 24 will be pow-wow 





week in Chicago for all Ringling 
agents. John tingling will be 
present. 


All new canvas from stem to stern 
on all six combine circuses this 
year. Unusual, as the old regime 
believed in greeting spring storms 
with old cloth. 

Despite drop in general midway 
biz at Tampa Fair, “Unborn,” re- 
peat attraction this season, in- 
creased 30. 

Harry F. Hall, part owner with 
Sam Anderson of the 


95% ef Brench Circus 

















1 — - n ——E | 
“Is” in Chaut , Jones Loses Pittsburgh 
Acts Are Foreigners | i And Washington Dates 
| —— | 4 | 
Paris, Feb. 9. | Chicago, Feb. 11. | Johnny J. Jones has lost two of 
French circus talent is so limited | Interstate Bureau of Chicago, || DiS best “still dates” in the east t 
and of such poor quality that no|] chautauqua organization, is the Rubin & Cherry Shows. Wm 
objection has yet been raised here | using all young women book- Jennings O’Brien has just closed 
against circus managers obtaining | ers this vear. Pittsburgh and Washington for th 
the majority of their acts from Femmes who will deal with Gruberg outfit, which leaves the 
abroad. ;} business men are actually Three-J outfit out as far as these 
Average proportion is that three picked with an eye for looks. ‘ desirable spots are concerned 
'out of four acts are foreigners O'Brien is reported to ive re 
mostly German, who not only are eived a bonus of a ha rand fo 
good from the showmen’s point of SMITH SHOWS ADD FREE grabbing « e ad Vashing 
view but whose orderlv habits give to wi lor op or 
the managers the least troubl the way out of r tl witl 
This is exempiifiea by the ciraue| CIRCUS FOR 10c. GATE vitesvuren” sonowing. ‘tne * Jone: 
D’Hiver where there are at present how has go to most a 2 
inine foreign acts of a tot l of 12.} The Otis L. Smith Show stiina dition in these two town: o - 
Three Codongs, Ringling-B-B ‘ a ‘ . is q n upset 
a A Ca snow playing east wil 
f}open at the Cirque D’Hiver in No- tieda wear try out the idea 6 5 
11s } r tr ‘tn i la ~ 
| vember for one month } lar circus instead of free acts asa 
i ' draw. There will be a canvas side- 


| 
| 


INDIANA'S AM. 
CORP. PROBE 


Peru, Ind Feb. 18. 
State of Indiana is attempting to 
collect several years’ back taxes 
from the American Circus Corp. 
through John Ringling, present 


owner. Officials also have told Ring- 
ling that future taxes will be in- 
creased four-fold. State wants to 
know what hidden assets were 
bought by Ringling when he took 
over the corporation, and also on 
what basis he acquired the holdings. 

As regards Ringling’s proposed 
stock sale, officials have announced 
that if the plan goes through and 
stock is sold in Indiana, Ringling 
will be taxed heavily. Investigation 
is now being made. 


Some months ago Ringling was 
asked to move the Peru winter 


quarters to Sarasota by Florida 
business men. Attitude of Indiana 
is reported causing consideration of 
acceptance. 


R-B&B’S ONE AD CAR, 
RUBIN-CHERRY’S TWO 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

Ringling, Barnum & Bailey cir- 
cus will have one advertising car 
this season instead of the custom- 
ary three. Cut is made because 
show figures no opposition. Other 
five circuses will also have one car 
and one brigade, which is the same 
as usual for them. 

Carnivals, especially the major 
outfits, are lining up advertising 
cars and piling the printing house 
shelves with paper for heavy bill- 
ing. Some have engaged circus men 
to manage this end. 101 Ranch, 
Cole Bros., Robbins and others have 
increased their paper and billing 
crews. All are figuring on heavy 
sheetage to get into the money. 

Rubin & Cherry is coming. into 
the field this season with two ad- 
vertising cars, one to be managed 
by Al Clarkson, among the fastest 
billers in the field. Average crew 
of the Ringling circus cars will 
carry 15 men, which gives 12 actual 
billers. Cut has also been made in 
the number of roto throw-aways. 





MUGIVAN ESTATE TAX 
Indianapolis, Feb. 18. 
Estate tax of the late Jerry Mug- 
ivan, just paid here, was $151,000. 





manufacturer this season. A Ger- 
man inventor has sold him an idea. 

Samuel S. Lewis, Pennsylvania 
fair official, is a candidate for Gov- 
ernor of the state. Pennsylvania 
fairs right now are fighting for 
larger state appropriations. 





W. J. Hanley recently shipped 
several rides to Joel Goldberg's 
Amusement Park in Bahia, Brazil. 


An exposition for Rio de Janiero, 








California | the 


Brazil, is being planned for the 
coming summer. It will open in 
June. 

W. T. Stone Shows, which have 
been bought by John Marks, will 
go out this year as the Marks 
Greater Shows with Harry Ramish 
as general agent. 

W. B. (Duke) Golden will be 
general agent of the Bruce Shows. 
Bernardi Greater Shows will be 
piloted by Bill Holland. 

C. W. Cracraft will general agent 

William Glick Show being 


Shows, may become a riding device | launched this season. 


} 


wall surrounding the lot and a mar- 


quee on the front, with 10 cents ad- 


mission charged to everyone enter- | 
ing the lot. } 
Idea of a paid gate is old in the 
carnival business. It was abandoned | 
some years ago, but is winning pop- 
ularity again 
In return for the 10c. cough-up 
tomers will be admitted free to 
the circus, Performance will last 
75 minutes and will be given twi 
night!®™. It will consist of two elk 
phant acts (one a two-bull act 
worked by Mabe}! Smith, daughter | 
of the owner, and the other a one- 
bull act worked by Walter McLain), | 
| three high school horses, a drill of | 
10 ponies, two aerial acts, and two 


i 
} 





ground acts not yet selected. 

Circus will be played within a 
sidewall, with a marquee on the | 
front. There won't be any seats, but | 
if the idea itself clicks reserved | 
seats may be added later for an ad- 
ditional dime tap. There will be a 
24-piece street parade with several 
wagons of lions, leopards, tigers, 
bears, monkeys, etc., some of which 
Smith recently purchased at West 
3aden, Ind. It will take about four 
cars to railroad this attraction, 
Smith figures on gilleying some 
his other shows to avoid use of 
cars to handle the new idea. 

The matter of reader for such an 
attraction has not caused any 
trouble in the towns the show has 
been booked into to date. License 
commissioners in the various mu- 
nicipalities let the show get by on 
the regular carnival reader in place 
of slapping on the stiff daily circus 
fee. The Smith show has been trav- 
eling its particular territory for 


so 
of 
20 


years. 


S-F’s Two Chi Dates 


Chicago, Feb. 18. 

March 29 has been set as opening 
date of Sells-Floto Circus at the 
Coliseum. Outfit will remain two 
weeks in the downtown building, 
then move to the West Side Sta- 
dium for the same length of time. 

All billing will be double-dated 
for both stands. 








Gruberg Wants Cincy Wk 


Cincinnati, Feb. 18. 

Rubin & Cherry representatives 
trying hard here to arrange for a 
week this summer on the Fair 
Grounds. Town will only allow 3 
day permit, not renewable, 

John Robinson, residing here, de- 
clares matter will be adjusted for 
7 day showing. First big carny in 
many years. 





Royal American’s 25 
Jacksonville, Fla., Feb. 18. 
Royal American Shows will begin 
the spring season here March 15, 
at the opening of the Jacksonville 
fair. Heads north after a week. 
Royal American has 25 cars this 
year. 


REBUILD ARCOLA 
Arcola Park, Rochelle, N. J., will 
be rebuilt and reopen as an amuse- 
ment park in May. Reconstruction 
has already begun. 
Arcola was destroyed by fire be- 
fore opening last season. 





CARNIVALS NAB 


Chicago, Feb . 

P) ‘ pre i 
sewill 1p olf va ! Le) 
cities nad reselling to ises 
Ringling has discovered St. Louis 
lis held by D. D. Murphy carnival 
Louisville by the Rubin & Cherry 
Shows, and Urbana and numerous 
|major cities in West Va, by the 
Royal American Shows. 

One outfit has figured the routs 
of the Sparks circus from Macon | 


and is reported ready to release at 
in 


ja price. Robert Hickey is 
Louisville for Ringling trying to 
crack a sewed-up spot. Dan Odom j 
tried to crack St. Louis without 
success, 

Royal American Shows are re- 
| ported as having 35 towns tied up 
lwith Rubin and Gruberg§ and 
| Johnny J. Jones holding similar 


|} amounts. 

Other carnivals have had 
working all winter along these lines 
Lately they are said to have agreed 
to let carnivals in but exclude cir- 
cuses which unwilling to pay 


agents 


are 


$70,000 SPECTACLE FOR 





The entertainment committee 
the Shriners’ Convention at 
ronto next June made a last-minute 
switch in plans, deciding against 
booking in the Ringling-Barnum & 
Bailey Circus and substituting in its 
place what probably will be the 
most costly outdoor show ever 
staged in the East. Between $60,- 
000 and $70,000 will be spent for at- 
tractions to entertain visitors to the 
grandstand at the Canadian Nation- 
al Exhibition grounds. 

A spectacle called “The Road to 
Mecca” will be staged once nightly 
for four nights, some 125 circus acts 
being used in this spectacle, among 
them Poodles Hannaford, the Hoag- 
land Animal Act, and three big ele- 
phant acts. This show wiil run 
about two and a half hours. Auto- 
mobile races will be a feature for 
three afternoons, Ralph Hankinson 
staging this item. The stage needed 
for this doings will be 700 feet long. 

The directors of the enterprise 
have developed a headache while 
trying to book it, for once word of 
the switch in plans got out every 
booking agent within a thousand 
miles were on their necks, 15 bids 
being put in. 

Wirth & Hamid walked off with 
the plum. 


’ . 9 . . 
Int’] Fair Ass’n in Chi 
+ Chicago, Feb. 18. 
International Association of Fairs 
and Expositions began its annual 
mid-winter meeting Monday at the 
Auditorium hotel. 


SPARKS DODGING SNOW 


Macon, Ga., Feb. 18. 
Sparks circus is planning an April 











NEWMAN “101” MANAGER | 

Ponca City, Okla. Feb. 18. | 

Jake Newman here and expects | 

to manage the 101 in 1930. Last 

season with the S-F circus as man- 
ager. 





Shriners’ Detroit Flop 
Detroit, Feb. 18. 

Indoor Shrine circus, for the first 
time in many years, fared badly 
here. Biz down to half of former 
vears, 

Shriners claim drop is due to re- 
peat programs. 


| 
| 





opening instead of the middle of 
March. 
Twice on previous trips north 


the show lost canvas because of 
Snow, 


Winter Quarters Date Off 
Deland, Fla., Feb. 
for half of the Johnny 
show here last week was 
half of the show is at 
with biz away below 


18, 
B 
Jones 
off. Other 
Fort Myers, 
standard. 
Deland, Jones’ winter 
was looked to give the show money 


iness 


Ws 


J 


quarters, 


SHRINERS IN TORONTO 


st 
‘ 


OWN GOV. HOPE 
OF PENN. FAIRS 


How to get more dough via state 

prop ns and what to ds out 
~ Vv ditions oO! t 

7 } ; 

Pp ~ A« 
( Vv a o Wi 
\“ n he mie n Pl ‘ 
Wednesday 1 Thursd 

r State appropriat $195, 
o aid county fairs last year, b 

at doesn’t seem to be enough to 

ep everybody happy. Their hone 
es in the fact that a fair official 
is being backed by the Grundy 
rowd for governor of the Quaker 
State and if he’s put over, and 
these fair officials will do what they 
an to heln, then the pickings may 
YT: he eT Ss year. 

Statistics 

Total of 1,874,762 peopl ittended 
Pennsviva fairs last sé $1.- 
306 »6.50 was received rom all 
source the total profits of all fairs 


in Pennsvlvania in 1929 being $247,- 


99 


7.95, or an average profit of $4,500 
per fair, which isn’t so bad com- 
pared with the showing made by 
other states. Concessionaires kick- 
led in $324,700.18 all told. 

A couple of former Methodist 


iministers were the featured special- 
ties of the evening during the ban- 


quet held the night of the first day. 
They were Dr. H. M. Waters, gen- 
eral manager of the Canadian Na- 


tional Exhibition, and G. G. Jordon, 
secretary of agriculture of Pennsyl- 


vania. The gag about Mare An- 
thony’s post-midnight call on Cleo- 
patra finally arrived in Philadel- 
phia at this meeting. 

| <All the carnival owners inter- 
ested in this territory and their 
leeneral agents were on hand 100% 
strong to bid for fairs. 

There’s quite a mob of conces- 
sionaires who hole up in Philadel- 
phia for the winter as well as @ 
number of ride operators and they 
were all on hand for the doings, 
|\Some of the boys even came over 
from New York. For some unex- 
plainable reason this meeting at- 
jtracts an unusual amount of con- 
| cessionaires, more so than is no- 
|ticed at any other meeting so the 

spots 


[vors must be booking their 
early this year, 


Shrine’s Game Ban 


New Britain, Conn., Feb. 18. 
Concessionaires took it on the 
chin when Walter H. Penfield, 


Potentate of Sphinx Shrine, ane 
nounced that no concessions which 
savored of chance would be granted 
for the big Shrine Circus now in 
progress at the state armory in 
Hartford. 

‘In adopting this stand,” said 
Penfield, “we are following abso- 
lutely the ruling of the last council 
of the Shrine when official dis- 
japproval was expressed of any 
| Sames of chance in connection With 
any Shrine affair.” 


NORTH BEACH PLANS DROP 


Plan to resusicate North Beach, 
I, as an amusement resort next 
summer is out again. Promoters 
having the project under way figure 
the area now available for amuse- 
ment spots is not worth the invest- 
ment. 

North Beach, owned by George 
Ehret, former New York brewer, 
was one of the first to fold after 


| prohibition went in. 
| Pere 
Paly Sanders’ winter circus will 
give two shows at the New York 
| Coliseum, Bronx, on Washington's 
| Birthday (22), auspiced by the 
Bronx Hospital. 

| Sanders and his outfit have just 
jreturned from a _ period at the 
Olympia, Londvn, 





1h. 


i 





PALEY’S BRONX DATE 


Davis Rebuilding Park 
Washington, Feb. 18. 
Meyer Davis is going to rebuild 
the burned portions of his Willow 
| Grove Park, on the outskirts of 
| Philadelphia. 
Davis say: 
among the 


three new rides will 


replacements, 


be 


Ammon Wisc. Fair Head 
Madison, Wis., Feb. 18, 
Ralph E. Ammon was named chief 
the state division of fairs and 
te development here last week, 
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Englewood 

Ton o ae a : 
showil 
longes \ i Ss s 
house. With “Seven Fa x 
a Universal short inimal n iv) 
and Pathe souna news, the show 
consumed almost five hours 

Broadus Earle, the Little Lord 
Fauntleroy with the violin, wor 


ompletely. The youngster 
numbers 
Lydia Hurris, sungstress, 
on the bill was an- 
other one to wow ‘em with a 
straight program of pop songs. 

Hubert Dyer and Co., two men in 
comedy, acrobatic routine, were a 
capable opener. 

As usual in family acts, the two 
kids were everything in Bud and 
Margie Reed's family quartet. Act 
only fair and needs better material. 
Another old hoke line managed to 
ride over when Sampsell and Leon- 
ard did their turn. Holmgren and 
Shelly and Co. was a 
with three men and two girls, newly 
routined. Eccentric dancer saved. 

Gene Green, showing to display 
a new colored pianist, handed out 
his line of gags the usual Green-way 
and tossing in a few songs. No 
trouble going over. Broadus Earle 
followed. 

Selma Braatz Three, juggling and 


audience < 
after foun 
tor more. 
farther down 


was called back 


tumbling family turn, had an off 
night with Mama missing some 
stunts. Act got by. 


Lydia Harris followed and then a 
passe, turn in two sets, “Bits and 
Hits of 1930” with the comedian, 
Matt Mann, holding up for his part- 
ner, Mallory and two girls. 

Shaffer and Bernice, at the Bel- 
mont the previous week, were noth- 
ing short of murder in next to clos- 
ing with that last-generation line of 
the man looki ig for a wife and the 
woman trying to sell him a car. 
Dixie Valentines (New Acts) closed. 

Business was excellent. Loop. 


Belmont 

Only nine acts for the bargain 
hunters Friday because one act 
walked out on the preview at the 
last moment. Fred and Daisy Rial 
opened and spoiled a fair ring turn 
by trying to talk and sing. Would do 
better cutting the chatter and get- 
ting right down to work. Embs and 





Alton, mixed song team, were 
weak, especially with a jumbled 
Herbert medley. Moore and Shy, 


fat man and midget, were big with 
this mob, which got a great kick 
out of the contrast in size. Per- 
formance was a side issue. Temple 





When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 











small flash | 


) i \ ig songs 

l . Ils ind 

i nice dan flash 

nteresting hoofing. Gob 

is the outstanding bit. Dressier 

set would help. Frish, Rector and 

Toolin, song trio, were over nicely, 

lelivering pleasing tunes with ex- 
lent speed and pacing. 


Openil salaried lineup was 


Evans and MeCormick Co., three} 


men andafemme. Act contains too 
mich miuterial, having 
whistling, clowning, warbling, 
playing and rapid art work. 
Seabury is the cartoonist. 

and McCormick deliver some 


dancing, 

piano 
Ralph 
Evans 
nice 


| 


i} 





| eine big pictures for three days | 


jand then 
Vorld, 


shifting them to the 
finishing the week 
second picture and a Publix stage 
show. The World and State, both 
Publix, make money on talker grind. 
| _— | 
| Ray B. Thomas in charge of both | 
Empress and Fremont at Fremont, | 
Neb., for Publix. F. C. Croson of 
latter house at Sioux City, Ia., Prin- 


cess, 
| —— | 
Richard and Luther Day have sued 
Mavor Carter of Fairfield, la., for 
$20,250 for arresting them for run- | 
ning a Sunday show. They were| 
dismissed 
Cc. C. Dunsmoor, Capitol, Marshall- 
town, Ia., sued for $3,800 on contract } 
to buy Biophone installation, coun- | 
ters with charge that it was faulty | 
and lost him business before he re- | 


turned it. | 


Burned theatre at Atlantic, Ia., to 
be replaced. 





Auditorium, Madison, Neb., sold toy 
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Cormick has a disconcerting man- 
ner of switching from straight stuff 
to comedy. The audience here found 
it hard to follow the quick shifts in 
mood. Comedy talk and whistling 
delivered by an unnamed man, who 
was also called a butler in this jerky 
turn. Dell O'Dell is doing prac- 
tically all the late Frank Van 
Hoven’'s routine, with its crazy 
magic stuff and hoke comedy. The 
girl works hard ana gets her com- 
edy across nicely. Jungleland, the 
Salardo contortion trio, closed. 
Novel setting and excellent execu- 
tion meant sure returns. 

“Own Desire” (M-G-M), 
Biz excellent, 


feature. 
Loop. 


Johnny Reilly went to New York 


to join Shipps’ circus which sails 
for a three-year tour of South 
America, 

John Bernero is in New York 


lining up a small cast (one-set) 








A*: Ht. verers 
éaDELPH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


STRICTLY DISHONORABLE 


Comedy Hit by PRESTON STURGES 
Staged by 
Antoinette Perry and Mr. Pemberton 
“An evening of delight.’”’ 
—Heywood Broun, “McCall’s’’ Mag. 














R-K-O WOODS 


Another RKO Triumph 


“HIT THE DECK” 
With JACK OAKIE 
and POLLY WALKER 


Fimed in gorgeous Technicolor from the 
largest sets ever constructed in Hollywood. 











° Mts. Th ‘ 

SELWYN Tonight ™!2,"23" 
SAM H. HARRIS Presents 

THIS SEASON’S COMEDY SMASH 


“June Moon” 


By America’s Foremost Humorists 











RING and GEORGE S. 
LARDNER KAUFMAN 
ILLINOIS— 


EDDIE CANTOR 
In 
ZIEGFELD 


Production 


“WHOOPEE” 
100 Glorified Girls 











ERLANGER 5,4: 'Wea. ana: 


and Sat. 


GEORGE M. COHAN 


IN HIS NEW AMERICAN PLAY 
é 


NG” 


Original New York Cast, Including 


MARY PHILIPS 





}has 


show to fit into his tiny Playhouse. 


Joe Howard here getting ready for 
his revivals at the Garrick April 20. 
Busy rewriting “Time, Place and 
Girl,” 





Ramova, 1,700-seater, at 1318 S. 
Halsted, booked by James Coston, 
has installed Magnascope. 


Radio film exchange expects to 
double its force of salesmen within 
six months. Sam Gorelick, office 
manager, appointed assistant man- 
ager. Leo Smith, formerly with the 
RKO exchange in Philadelphia, suc- 
ceeds to Gorelick’s desk. Ben Ben- 
jamin in charge. 


Charles Daniels, formerly with 
“After Dark” here, was severely in- 
jured when struck by a taxicab. 

Actors’ Union 
agency. 


nabbed the costumes. . 


Although they turned “Hallelu- 
jah” (M-G-M) down for a loop run, 
Publix-B. & K. have taken the pic- 
ture for neighborhood spots. 


Frances White has secured the 
return of her money from the gov- 
ernment, which had grabbed her 
salary for her week at the Palace 
| here. 





Phil Davis has practically become 
| staff lecturer for WMAQ, having de- 
|livered speeches on every national 
holiday. 


Bohannon, 


Fett and formerly 
Marks Bros. lobby act, has been 
booked at the Opera Club, Gold 
Coast crowd hangout. 


OMAHA 


By ARCHIE J. BALEY 

With only four downtown houses 
operating and only the Orpheum 
having stage shows regularly, biz 
been pretty good. The Par- 








amount grabs quick business by 


EORIGVILLE ...<cccccccceccess 701 BEALICE eer rrr etre es 

PURE WV AUREL ccccceccsouaseces 70; TOLEDO re SEATON eC Te Te a, 

MINNEAPOLIS ....ccccccccess 68| WASHINGTON ........ Orr 69 f | 
ballroom dancing, but Miss Mc-|Mrs. W. M. Youngclaws by O. R. 


plans a _ booking 


When the operator of the flop 
burlesque attempt at the Chateau 
failed to pay off, the chorus girls 


3ottmer, 


Grand Island, Neb., business men | 
take over and open dark Island the- 
atre. 


Dean Slick and Erwin Parkin re- 
open Crystal, Earleville, Ia. 


H. Kreinbring bought Lincoln, 
Lowden, la., from Kacena & Wiese. 


Publix has bought the Strand, 
Palace and Crystal, Waterloo, I[a., 
and the Strand and Palace, Cedar 
Rapids. 


Sioux City (Ia.) National bank 
took over Strand when Manager 
Harry Goldstein resigned. 


After several months with no the- 
atre, Villisca, Ia., opens new house. 





New houses wiring: Nebraska, 
Ritz at Plattsmouth; Lyric at At- 
kinson. Iowa: Palace at Waverly; 
Auditorium at Corydon; -Metropol- 
itan at Gilmore City. South Da- 
kota: Idle Hour at Clark; Bijou at 
Pierre; Strand a Britton. North 
Dakota, Gilles at Wahepton; State 
at New England; Grand at Breck- 
enridge. 





CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 
Ohio—‘‘Papa Juan.” 
Hanna—‘‘Naughty Marietta.” 
Play House—‘‘Serena Blandish.” 
Palace—‘‘Officer Sebastian’; vaude. 
Stillman—‘“Anna Christie.”’ 
Allen—‘‘Street of Chance.” 
Hip—‘‘Hit the Deck”; (24 week.) 
State—“‘Burning Up”; unit. 
105th—“‘Cameo Kirby”; vaude. 
Cameo—‘‘In the Next Room.” 


Bill McDermott, drama critic, 
Plain Dealer, going in for lecturing 
on Europe and drama as a sideline. 
Talked last week to women’s club 
in Warren, O. 


H. H. Maloney, former supervisor 
of Midland and other Kansas City 
Loew houses, appointed first assist- 
ant to Fred Desberg, general man- 
ager, local Loew chain. 





Three Universal neighborhooders 
—Hilliard Square, Cedar-Lee and 
Detroit—sold last week to Max Lef- 
kowitz & Co. Deal makes Lefko- 
witz biggest picture circuit owner 
in town, with chain of over 14 
houses, 





Publix’s Palace, Canton, O., has 
been purchased by Canton Enter- 
prises, subsidiary of Stanley’s. and 
will be operated by Empire Amuse- 
ment Co. 


Ministers’ association in Ports- 
mouth, O., lost out again in the fight 


with a} 


| Chapter, 


1J. C. Costello, M. A. 
| Ellis 
| directed by D. J. 


; off a cold... 
ibed for 
still in bed, 


| lamp 
;}comeback... 





against operators of Sunday shows 
when judge refused to grant a writ | 
of mandamus to compel prosecution | 
under severe stage laws instead of | 
local ordinance. State law would | 
place managers under a heavy fine | 
and jail sentence. City ordinance 
lets "em out with $50 fine and costs, 
which the boys have been paying 
each week for last year. 





SARANAC LAKE 
By “HAPPY” BENWAY 
Among those who are on limited 


exercise are Vernon Lawrence, 
Thomas White, George Harmon, 
Dick Kuni, Keith Lundberg, Russ 


Kelly and Gladys Bishop; one hour 
or more, Eddie Voss, Jimmy Can- 
non, Helen O'Reilly, Nellie Quealy, 
Al Pierce, and Harry Clark; those 
abed are Valentine Kincaid, George 
Neville, Bobby Hatz, Allie Bagley, 
Sue Nase, Ethel Clouds, Mae Armi- 
tage, Irving Bloom, Angela Papulis 
and Lilly Leonora, but doing well, 
Ford Raymond at 6 Clinton street 
4 


for six months, has moved to 3 


Baker street, ee 
3en Schaffer is sporting new 
molars. 
Nick Sullivan, who left for New 


York, will finish the 
home. 


period at 


rest 


Olga Kalinin, now at the French 
hospital (NVA ward), New York, 
is doing well. A line from friends 
much welcome; try it. 


The Tupper Lake 
for theatrical 
broken 


village record 
attendance was 
when the Tupper Lake 
Disabled American Vet- 
erans of the World War, gave its 


;}annual minstrel revue, three nights 
ito capacity. 
|Daniel H. 


Great show staged by 
Slacker, veteran min- 


strel. Interlocutor, Dr. L. B. Kline; 


| comedians, Dr. H. H. Facteau, J. R. 


Cannon, E. J. Kinne, J. J. Murray, 
Hughes, E. E. 
Seery; soloists 
McGowan, Music 
by Blecker’s orchestra. 


Weekly Passing Show 

Charlie Barrett is still holding his 
own....Sue Nase still abed, but im- 
proving....Helen O'Reilly fighting 
.Nellie Quealy leaving 
exercise....Leah Temple 
but condition favorable 
-Lawrence McCarthy abed with 


and Desmond 





|slight temp, up for one meal a day 


..--Allie Bagley 


doing 


has Alpine sun 

wonders toward the 
.George Neville not so 
well....Harry E. English now in an 
up cottage....Irving Bloom in bed 
for first rest period....Ford Ray- 
mond showing marked improve- 
ment....Harry Clark abed, but 
cheerful....George Harmon up and 
around (a wonder cure)....Bobby 
Hatz on the gain, but abed. 

A patient receives no benefit in 
having a visitor sit at his bedside 
with a solemn face telling him how 
emaciated he has become. So when 
you visit the sick be sure to spread 
good humor and let your conversa- 
tion be refreshing. 


SAN DIEGO 


By LON J. SMITH 
Spreckels—‘‘Song of Love.” 
Savoy—'‘'Little Accident’ (stock). 
Fox—‘‘The Love Parade.” 
Orpheum—'‘'Their Own Desire”; 
California—‘'Anna Christie” 
Superba—‘‘New York 

week), 
Mission—‘‘The Trespasser.”’ 
Broadway—*'This Is Heaven.” 
North Park—‘‘Sweetie.” 
Aztec—‘‘Evangeline.” 
Egyptian—‘‘Drake Case.” 
Plaza—‘'General Crack,” 
Fairmount—‘‘Jazz Heaven.” 





vaude. 
(2d week). 
Nights” (2d 





Spreckels, former legit, is pulling 
with feature talkers, although the 
house is slightly out of the theatre 
area here. —— 

Jamie Ericson (boy organist) is 
back at the console in the Fox Cali- 
fornia. ae 

Ballroom dancing not so hot here. 
Nashold’s downtown place doing 
nicely but far from packing ’em in. 
Mission Beach ballroom closed for 
the winter with exception of private 
affairs. 

Mme. Schumann-Heink will be 
heard in “Elijah” at the Russ audi- 
torium Feb. 25. This is her home 
town. 








TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 


Paramount—‘‘Slightly Scarlet’; 
show. 
Vita-Temple—‘‘Sacred Flame.” 
State—‘‘Hot for Paris.” 
Pantheon—‘‘Loose Ankles.” 
Valentine—‘‘New York Nights.” 
Princess—‘ Murder on Roof.’’ 
Rivoli—Vaudfilm. 
Empire—Burlesque (Mutual), 


stage 





East Toledo girl, 15, who said she 
was “misunderstood” at home, re- 
ported missing and finally found by 
a policewoman wandering in street. 
Pockets filled with clippings about 
Paul Spor, Paramount m. ¢c., who 
never had heard of her, 





Paramount has special stage unit 
this week, recruited last week in 
New York by Paul Spor, m. c., who 
flew there to get talent. 

House claims there was no pro- 
longed blank stage when the fuse 
blew last week. 





——2 
tres now operating Sundays, aftes 
the Harris cracked the ice. Preach. 
ers and blue noses threatening 
trouble, but have got nowhere so fax, 





Meanwhile J. T. Evans, Hillsbo 
O., has been arrested a second time 
for running Sabbath shows. 





Ray F. Tremain, 76, secretary of 
the Bellefontaine, O., fair board fos 
several years, died last week. 





Warners will start work March § 
on its theatre in Youngstown, ace» 
cording to report. 

Inexpert yeggs mishandled nitro« 
glycerine, failed to crack office safe 
of Charnas & Feigley circuit in 
Strand theatre and receipts of six 
neighborhood houses over week-end, 
$4,000, remained unmolested. 

Rene Albert, New York show girl 
filed suit in Tiffin, O., against Har« 
clad Youman, a claiming 
breach of promise. 


DENVER 


Aladdin—‘‘She Couldn't Say No." 
America—‘‘Disraeli."’ 


drurerist 
Gruss ; 





Denver—‘‘Their Own Desire’; Ware 
ing'’s Pennsylvanians. 

Orpheum—‘‘Melody Man"’; vaude. 

Rialto—‘‘Not So Dumb.” 

Tabor—‘‘Hit the Deck’’; Fanchon & 


Marco Idea, 


George M. Cohan has canceled hig 
“Gambling” date at the Broadway 
March 3, 

Sex shows have pulled out of 
Denver, the Music Box was closed 
by police and the Empress quit be- 
cause of low gross, but the Y. M. C, 
A. has started a series of lectures 
for men only—on love. 

Packed houses greeted Civic the- 
atre’s “Why Not” at two perform- 
ances, 








Monte Vista, Colo., rodeo set for 
July 30, 31 and Aug. 1. Schedule 
given out at Frisco was wrong. 

Theatres here installing heade 
phones. 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 

Majestic—‘‘Sky Hawk.”’ 
Palace—‘‘Devil May Care.” 
Melba—‘‘No, No, Nanette.’’ 
Old Mill—‘‘Woman Racket.” 
Capitol—‘‘Lost Zeppelin.” 

Majestic -held over “Sunnyside 
Up” for second week, claiming to be 
first time in 25 years. 





State Fair dickering with Ernie 
Young for a revue for a six week’s 
booking this fall. Decision to book 
revue instead customary operetta 
followed flop of “Red Robe” last fall 





After a season of flops, State Fair 
auditorium has closed, open only for 
leases. “Connecticut Yankee,” road 
show, did only about $5,000 for five 
performances, as last attraction. 


Warners’ new $125,000 film ex- 
change for southwest is soon to be 
constructed here, housing also First 
National, Vita and Witmark. 


F. F. Klingsbury, former manager 


of Paramount, Paris, Tex., new man- 
ager of Melba (Publix) here, 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan—Dark. 





Shubert—‘‘Strange Interlude’ (Bain- 
bridge stock). 
RKO Orpheum—‘'This Thing Called 


Love”; vaude. 
Pantages—“Acquitted": vaude. 
Palace—Stock burlesque; pictures. 
Minnesota—‘‘Lone Star Ranger’; ‘‘Be« 
lieve It or Not” (Publix stage show). 
Century—‘‘Sunny Side Up” (4th week). 
State—‘‘Devil-May-Care.”’ 
RKO Seventh Street—‘‘Men Without 
Women.” 
Lyriec—‘‘Her Unborn Child.” 
Aster—‘‘Hallelujah.” 
Grand—Disraeli’’ (2d loop run), 





As an added attraction on the 
stage last week the Minnesota has 


Bronko Nagurski, University of 
Minnesota all-American football 
star, and professional basketball 


team playing a 10-minute exhibition 
contest against a team of Publix 
employees at every show. 


Harry Lauder and Co. play the 
Lyceum for a single date Feb. 21. 


German Grand Opera Co. did big 
business at the St. Paul Auditorium 
last week. The Chicago Grand 
Opera Co. underlined for the local 


Auditorium, 
Al Haynie has succeeded C. Mil- 
ler as manager of Seventh Street 


theatre here. He comes from the 
Terrace theatre at Danville, IIl. 


J. E. Garrison, transferred from 








Albany, N. Y., succeeds L. G. Ross 
Poppy ies as U branch exchange manager 
Three of Findlay’s four film thea-| here. 
IN CHICAGO 





LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 
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RICHARD ISREAL 


Richard Isreal, 43, theatre oper- 
ator, committed suicide by jump- 
ing from a window of the Michael 
Reese Hospital, Chicago, Feb, 17. 
He had recently sold the Waverly, 
Peoples, Olympia and Halstead the- 
atres, Chicago, and had no finan- 
cial troubles. 


OTTAWA, CAN. 
By W. M. GLADISH 
‘Bhiraz”’ (silent), made in India, 


is doing very well in Canadian 
cities against talker competition. 





The Manitoba provincial govern- 
ment is adopting film classification 
regulations, one clause providing a 
ban on the sale of children’s admis- 
sion tickets by exhibitors when a 
sors is being presented. Juveniles 
can buy adult tickets if they 
without hindrance. Low rate ad- 





He had brooded over il. health. 


missions for children are permitted 
for attractions passed by the cen 
sors as “general.” 


FRANK MATTOX iE 


Frank Mattox, 57, theatre mana- 
ger and directing head of the Arris 
Theatre Co., Mansfield, O., 
cumbed Feb. 12 to injuries received 
geveral days ago when his machine 
eollided with another. 


suc- | 


The mother of Glenn Tryon, pic- 
tures, died Feb. 11 in Los Angeles, 
following an extended illness. She 


IN MEMORY 
of My Beloved 


ARTHUR K. PEARSO 


192¢ 


Who Passed Away February 139, 
Gone But Not Forgotten 


EMMETT J. CALLAHAN 


leaves a husband, Albert Kunkel, 


and three sons Sherman and Louis 
Kunkel and Glenn Tryon 
Robert Emmett Jones, 51, stage 


director, Dudley Gazzolo players at 
the Kedzie, Chicago, of heart 
disease, Feb. 9, in Chicago. Widow 
and three children survive. 


The widow of Billy Emerson, one 
time famous minstrel, died in San 
Francisco Feb. 12. Her husband 
died in 1902. 


Virgil Nahl, 54, newspaper artist 
on San Francisco Examiner for 
more than 30 years, died in San 
Francisco, Feb, 9. 


The mother, 91, of Cookie (Cooke 
and Valdare Sisters) died Feb. 14 
in Wilmington, Del. 


The wife of Charles Wagner, at- 
ta hed to the grille staff of the 
Friars Club, N. Y., died last week. 


Michael Kanto, 67,-who operated 
the Sterling theatre at Shelton, 
Conn., died Feb. 12 in Derby, Conn. 


The brother of Freddie Rich, or- 
chestra leader, died recently. 





Chas. Nash, 53, concessionaire, 
died Feb. 11 in Chicago. 


Deaths Abroad 


Paris, Feb. 9. 
Edouard Benedictus, 60, French 
author and artist. 


P. H. Remon, 65, well known in 
French theatre circles, and. or- 
ganizer of art expositions. 

Emma Destinn, 52, German opera 
singer, died in Prague. 

Emma J. B. MacKenty, 55, au- 
thoress, died at Saverne, Alsatia, 
where she has lived for many years. 

Adolphe Cristini, 47, French jour- 
nalist and critic, died at Nice. 

Louis Crepault, 50, “call boy” at 
the Comedie Francaise, Paris, for 


or 


29 years, died here of uremia. 





A REMARKABLE 
VALUE! 
$4.65 


Here's a marvelous slipper done 











ae ae 





in Pink or White Canvas that’s 
hard to tell from Satin. Seldom 
has Capezio ever been able to 


produce so excellent a 
so little. Also in 


slipper for 
Pink or White 


Satin, or Patent Leather at $6.50 
Dyed to match sample $1.00 
Extra. Producers write for quan 
tity prices Catalogue upon 
request 









MAIL ORDER: RETAIL STORL 
Dept. F 838 7th Ave. 
333 W. 526 St. At 54th St. 


New Yerk City New Yerk City 











|} nounced as 


| dend of $2 on 


| Canada 


Profits for the first three month 
of the current fiscal year of Famous 
Players Canadian Corp., operating 
200 theatres in the Dominion, an- 

double t the 
same period last year, and the divi- 
the common shares 
reported already earned, 


nose ior 


Practically all cities in eastern 
have adopted daylight sav- 
to start generally on April 27 


ing, 


} and continuing until Sept. 28. 


Jule and J. J. Allen, formerly con- 
trolling a chain of 60 


Canada in opposition to Famous 


Players, are reported to have struck 
oil in Alberta. Their theatre ente 
prise collap ed several years azo 
but they retained a number of smal 
houses, which they recently sold. 
isin 
| United Amusement Corp. opens 


its eighteenth and nineteenth thea- 





film stamped “special” by the cen- | 


like | 


theatres in | 


| tres in March, these being the Gra- 
nada and Monkland in Montreal. | 
The company, affiliated with Fa- 


mous Players, operates in 
of Quebec. 

The Princess theatre, Toronto, old 
legit, been offered for sale or 


lease. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


By ROBERT H. BROWN 


has 


Ritz—‘‘The Grand Parade’’; vaude. 
Alabama—‘‘General Crack.” 
Strand—‘“Burning Up.”’ 
Trianon—‘“‘Sunny Side Up” (ith wk.) 
Empire—Vagabond Lover.” 


Galax— ‘Chasing Rainbows.” 

The Thomas’ Jefferson Hotel 
starts a weekly cabaret this week. 
Jack Linx orchestra provides the 
musie. This is the only thing like 
a night club in town. 

Roland Hayes at Municipal Audi- 
torium, Feb. 25, for one concert. 
Coury, assistant manager, 
| Strand, now at the Alabama in the 
|same capacity. He succeeds V. L. 
| Watkins, now assistant city man- 
ager Publix houses at Montgomery 





mm fe? 


Jack Linx and orchestra appear 
|daily at the Empire matinee for 
an overture this week. One appear- 
ance only. The innovation may be 
| made permanent. The idea is to 
| provide “music in the theatre” 
|which has been plugged by the 
| musicians’ federation. The Empire 
| is wired. 
| Fred Hamilton new manager of 
, theatre at Kosciusko, Miss., oper- 
jated by the Pine Tree Amusement 
Co. (New Orleans). 
MONTREAL 
His Majesiy’s—Shaw rep. 
Palace—‘‘Son of the Gods.” 


| 


Capitol—“Chasing Rainbows.” 
Loew’s—‘‘Bishop Murder Case.” 
Princess—‘‘New York Nights.’ 
Imperial—‘‘Burning Up.” 
Orpheum—‘‘Wall Street.’’ 
Roxy—‘‘Shiraz” (3d week) 


Strand—Double bill. 

Empress—Double bill 

Gayety—Burlesque (Mutua)). 

His Majesty’s, only legit house in 

| Province of Quebec, ran in red last 
veek with “Robin Hood” musical at 

'$3 top. Show came close to record 

| brodie of the season. 





Joe Lightstone, manager Princess, 
iunder Consolidated Theatres, Ltd., 
jhas doubled up management with 
‘eeomeen 


| Night clubs here increasing al- 


}most nightly in view of hopes of 
igreatly augmented tourist traffic 
from United States, which should 


begin in another couple of months. 
} en 


Neighborhoods after zero weathe 


stump have come back and several 
houses broke records with major 
itv playing to vood grosses, 
| Casino Rroadway Hoofers bur 
} lesque. 
| Des Moines— “General | 
| Garden—‘'Navy Blues”; “Disraeli.” 
| Orpheum Let’s Go Place aud 
lim 
| Palace—Chang 
Paramount The j nted Ange 
N No, 3 t 
| President The Bat one 
Strand j tle 
Tohnnv J 
Nate Frudenfeld, Publix district 
j manager eastern low a, announces 
the following changes: Jack H 
Roth, former manager of the Para 
| mount, to manage both the Des 
Moines and Paramount; Don Allen 


assists at the Des Moines, and 
George Bickford, formerly of Rock 
Island, at the Paramount George 


province | 


VARIETY 








Watson goes to the Publix theatre, 
New Orleans. 





} 
| 


Omer Kenyon, former house man- | 
ager for Clemant-Walsh _ stock 
(President), is director of activities 
for the Chicago Civic Opera Co. at 





regulation 


good here for more than’ 
eight shows. 


rs 
has been 
Six of the 16 ushers at Aldine 


walked out last week when man- 
agement discharged one of the head 


‘ - : 4 ushers. Boys walked out in protest 
. a a | 
Shrine auditorium March 25, | While crowds waited to be seated. 
Frank MacDonald, now producing | s cag ; 7 
director for the Oberfelder-Ketcham Teddy Joy ce, who holds town's| 
stock (President), succeeding Addi- |Tun record for an m. c., returns to} 
son Pitt, who has returned to Penn for week } Loew unit, “Ber- 


Louisville. 





Herbie Koch and wife doing double 


organ solos at the Paramount, 
Guest star plan, used by O 
felder-Ke » stoc] t Pre 
dent, nas been bandoned lan 
Keith and Donald B f dt 
bring big returns 
RKO canceled Broadus Ertl 
year-old violinist, fre 
his week Owing to violation of stats 
child labor laws. 


Casino (pictures), featuring new 
burlesque comfiany with “Jackie” 
Rowland and her “Baby Vampires.” 


still 
put 


Elections on Sunday films 
popular in Iowa. Humboldt 





them through election, supported b3 
promise of W. B. Franke, manager 
Humota theatre, to install talker | 
equipment, and injunction against 
Spe l election on the supniject 
emoved at Bloomfield 

Cass Folloy Thru.’ 

Civie Miss Nelly of N'Orleans 

Wilson adiocks of 19293." 
Shubert—'‘‘Party Girl.’’ 

Pictures 

Fox ‘South Sea Rose.” 
Oriental—‘‘The Sap.” 

Michigan—‘‘Anna Christie.” 

Fisher ‘Playing Around.” 
Paramount—‘‘No, No, Nanette.” 
State—‘‘Son of the Gods.” 

Adams—'‘‘Her Unborn Child.” 

Madison-——“Hot for Paris.” 

United Artistse—‘‘Be Yourself.’ 


Detroit police censors refused to 


| 7 ’ “ 4¢ ” c 
pass Tiffany’s 2arty Girl” for gen- 


eral city release but limited the 
'showing of the picture to the Shu- 
bert engagement. This will not 
affect the release in state theatres. 





under arrest as a result of a “rush” 


| Fifty Albion college students are 


lon the Bohn theatre last week. 


Publix La Salle Garden the- 
closed Sunday and reopens 


The 
atre 


|March 8 with the name changed to 


New Century. 
The Detroit Fox theatre now 
equipped to play Grandeur films, 


gets its first release in March. 


BUFFALO 


By SiDNEY BURTON 
Teck— Dark. 
Erlanger— ‘Sherlock Holmes.” 
Buffalo—‘'No, No, Nanette.’’ 
Hipp—'‘Playing Around.”’ 
Century—‘‘General Crack.” 
Great Lakes—‘‘Hot for Paris.” 
Lafayette—‘‘This Thing Called Love.” 
Gayety—‘‘Social Maids” (Mutual). 





The Buffalo Theatre School Play- 
ers present “Man Who Married a 
Dumb Wife” in the eighth annual 
little theatre tournament for the 
Belasco cup in New York City week 
of May 6. 


“Jango” at the Erlanger this 
week is being shown for the first 
time with the new sound and dia- 
iox records recently completed by 





Dr. Davenport, who made the film 
assisted by two native Africans, 
now with him in this country, 

The 
stock, 


Erlanger may play summe) 





Teck went dark Saturacy 
night indef. So far “New Moon’ 
with Roscoe Ails in March 31, only 
attraction in sight. 

The Dore Sisters, who jumped 
from a candy distributing job at 
the Lafayette to the stage and 
since to the radio and local cab- 


The 





|arets, now in heavy demand lo- 
cally. 
The Harry Kellar Assembly of 


| 


here this week to 
developments in il 


Magicians met 
discuss latest 


usions and sleight of hand tricks; 
5 in attendance with Charles Pen- 

r presiding. 

The remainder of the Shubert 
\ tor Herbert revivals, fabes in 
Toviand ‘Serenade” and “Fortune 
Teller originally penciled for the 
Teck this month, have folded as 
far as Ruffalo is concerned, 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 
how Boat 


Nixon $ 
Alvin Journey's End” (24 wee 
Pitt Just Suppose’ (Sharp stock) 
N\cademys tu burle ‘ 

Pictures 
Stanles f the Gods’; stage 
enn De 1 M: Care stage show 
Aldine ove Parade (2a wee 
Warner 70, No, Nanette’’ (2d we 
Enright Burning Up Stage show 
ilarris The Grand Parade aude 


Ols mpie ‘Troopers Three 
sheridan Square—“Hit the Deck” (44 


week for “Journey's Find” 


Alvin marks first time a legit 


Second 


muda Bound.” 


Taxi strike getting serious. Sixth 
t Situati a perat witl 
\ I ui 
er 
~ a " oO e ove 
‘ 

‘ 
da S } > 
— i ope wee 

? 

Lom Gerufn and band h 

placed Don Bestor at the Williim] 


Penn Hotel 
i - 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By GEO. R. WEINTRAUB 
i Nl? some! trormer manakel 
} een 
i\\ ) é if 
( , 
The local mus } Ss’ unlon, in al 
effort to combat the canned musi 
| Of the movietones, has formed a 
| symphony orchestra, enlisting the 
services of 55 men Adolphe Korns- 


pan, Philadelphia, is conductor. 

The Apollo theatre has formed a 
‘first night club,” costing each mem- 
ber $10, for which he is entitled to 
purchase two seats for the price of 
one over a period guaranteed to be 
not less than 320 weeks. 


| The Warner (films), heretofore 
operated with weekly attractions, 
has turned to split-week policy. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 


Lyceum—‘‘Shreds and Patches." 

Play house Voice in the Dark.” 

Rochester— ‘Bishop Murder Case”’ 
vaude. 

RKO Palace—‘‘Racketeer’; vaude. 


RKO Temple—‘‘Mysterious Island.” 
EFastman—‘‘Son of the Gods.” 


Piccadilly—‘‘Sacred Flame"; vaude 
Regent—‘‘Iocked Door.’ 
Fay’s—Dark. 





Victoria— Dark. 


Strand—C hange. 


| 

| Family—Change. 

| ome . 

“Shreds and Patches,” by George 
| Ford and Ethel Taylor, is fourth 


| premiere at Lyceum in five weeks. 
| Recalls days when city was popular 
for tryouts because of notable cold- 
ness of audiences. 


Waverly, N. Y., had first taste of 


Sunday films Feb. 9. Board of 
Trustees just got around to act on 
favorable referendum last fall. 


Third film fire in past few weeks 
occurred in projection booth of Em- 
pire, with 300 patrons, mostly chil- 
dren, in the house. Operators Fred 
Herrington and George Leavens 
closed the booth and fought the fire 
with extinguishers despite the 
fumes. Smoke escaped into the au- 
ditorium and patrons made a rush 
for the exits, trampling several chil- 
dren, but none injured seriously. 


NEWARK 


By C. R. AUSTIN 


Broad— ‘Diamond Lil.”’ 

Shubert—‘“‘A Wonderful Night.” 
Proctor’s—‘‘Seven Keys to Baldpate"; 
vaude, 

Ioaew's State —‘‘Hallelujah"; vaude. 
Newark—‘'The Rampant Age’; vaude. 
Branford —- ‘The Marriage Play 


ground’; stage show. 
Mosque—‘‘Sitreet of Chance.” 
Rialto—"‘The Locked Door.” 
Fox Terminal—‘Hot for Paris’ (2¢ 
week) 
Capitol—‘‘Hollywood Revue. 
Empire—‘‘Bare Facts."’ 


Winnie Lightner, in person at the 





Branford, broke the house record 
for a day on the opening Friday. 
The Branford has also booked 
Eddie Dowling to appear shortly 
| with his own picture and later Nick 
Lucas, 
| — 
| Danny Shea is m. ec. at the Stan- 
iley, Jersey City 


with stock Feb. 17, housing the 
Liberty Guild Players, management, 
| Sydney Mason, Jr. Mason will play 


The Liberty, Irvington, reopened 
j 
' 


lleads and in his support are Bar- 
bara Winchester, Mary Vaughn, 
Wil m Blake, George Butler, J. S 
McLaughlin and Ray Southwick. 
Althoug!] Charlie Melson is in 
l'tica his column, run jointly with 
Bob Ring of the “Call,” continues. 
In it he intimates that his contract 
iwith Warner, which runs out in 
April, will not be renewed. 
| The Little theatre, the sure 
seater of the Newark Picture Guild, 
gets under way Friday with “pre- 
; openings’ for three days, showing 


“Siegfried.” 

| The Newark Art Theatre presents 
j} its third offering, ‘‘The Heir at 
'Law” this week 





VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 


National (EF nger-R: vy) Sar 
(Mitzi); mext, Ziegte s *Showboa 
Poli's (Shubert) 
(Eleanor Lintet xt, Ethel B 
Y re n ‘Love Du 
Pictures 
Columbia € M " 
Karle 
Fox 
Met 
Palace 
Rialto 
RKO 
| j S cre 
i i t 
I lea 
K Litt] Wi1tn ¢ 
Friday midnicht opening she 


iammed 


Jack Connolly in town for Satur 


day evening on way to Havana 
After week there then back to sai 
for Paris to bring the family homée 

A il Rogers, former m < a 
I back ft é 

‘ q) T I s 1 \ \ 
1 & x 
in i 

tre P| ‘ 

if i 

Fox now has earphones insta 
for deaf patrons. Spiurging o1 
too. 
} = 
Ham” Beall, president of Holly 
| wood s Wampas, here last week 
igetting plenty for the Fillpino’s tr 
ifor independence, Beall threw 
fluncheon for the local picture and 
i|dramatic scribes and then asked 


ithem for suggestions on publicity 
} : , : . 
jmaterial coming out of the studios 
| They 


told him plenty. 


Steven Cochran making some nics 
tie-ups for summer stock opening 
in March. 


| Post now has a Sunday sectio: 
given over entirely to local amate 
itheatricals. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


‘Not So Dumb 
Orpheum—'‘'7 Keys to Baldpate,” 
Portland—‘“‘Street of Chance.” 

United Artists—"‘Chasing Rainbows.’ 
Alder—‘'Sunny Side Up’ (5th week) 
Music Box—'‘‘Songe of Love.’ 

|} Blue Mouse — “General Crack” 4th 
| week). 
Oriental 
Rialto 
Dufwin 
Studio 


Broadway-- 


“Taming of the Shrew.” 
Men Are Like That.” 

Henry Duffy Players. 
Moroni Olsen Players. 

Operators’ union war still on with 
Col. Woodlaw, manager, of the Cir- 
cle and Columbia, who gives away 
thousands of passes to keep the 
house popular. 

New house manager of RKO Or- 
pheum is Fred Miller, from Seattle 
RKO office, replacing Oscar Nyberg. 

Portland Civie Theatre planning 
another production after last flop. 
This time it will be “Fashion, or Life 
in New York,” ancient chin whis- 
kered costume play, to be done as a 
“Hoboken revival.” 

Junior League backed another 
week’s date of Moroni Olsen Play- 
ers, getting nowhere. Biz was bet- 
ter than last time, but the league 
girls failed to sell the show big 
They do better on their own leg 
musicals, 








! 

j 

} 
4 
| 





Grease Paint 


No Longer 
Wecessary 


Today it’s Thes-Paint 
its advantages over the 
old-fashioned grease 
paint are numerous. 
Thes-paint spreads easily 
and smoothly and pro- 
duces a dry, dul), natural 
finish. No powder neces- 
sary. Costumes and linen 
soiled with Thes-paint can 
easily be laundered with 
| roap and water. 

No cold cream need be 


} , 
used before application— 
no cold cream to remove 
it—soap 

! 





and water will 


do the trick. 


Henry C. Miner, Inc., 
10 E. 12th st., New York 














Sample 
on 







request 
Specify 

the shade 
desired. 
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HOLLY WOO 
Los Angeles 


and 

















;outskirts of city, 


j 
| 


| 


“Variety’s’’ Office, TAFT BUILDING, Vine St. and Hollywood Blvd. 
Phone Hollywood 6141 
. . - | 
“Lombardi, Ltd.,” with Malcoln ; and musicians when the show | James Hogan and Wyndam | 
Jelks in lead, set for March 3 and/closed was paid off by Mira Her-]| Standing are partners in the dis- 
4 by the Wilshire Players for bene-|shey, 88-year-old owner of the Hol- 'tribution of a machine to eradicate 
fit of Immaculate Heart Coilege,;lywood hotel and subscriber to $50; wrinkles. 
Hollywood. Edwin N. Wallack di-/}| of the 800 shares issued in the opera | ~ ie 
rae eens: | SAN FRANCISCO 
Lucille LaVerne’s matinee pro “Journey's End” will probably | 
duction of “To What Red Hell” set! tour through Texas after closing at} By WALTER RIVERS 





up to Feb. 21, | the Belasco. One-night week around | 
— |here will precede | it. 

Walter Chenoweth, Jr., made $2] he BI ee 
at the age of one day, auguring a} d heatre with 2,000 capac ity in the 
great financial career. height limit office building with 

After he was weighed in at seven| tower planned for Wilshire boule- | 
pounds at the Methodist Hospital vard between Vermont and W est- 
his dad, manager of the Hollywood | €rn avenues by Mrs. F. C, ¢ asler, | 
Playhouse, bought him a share of| Preject to cost $2,000,000, ore sata nag, 
Trans-America at $45 It closed| the east. Broadcasting station in- 
that dav at $47.12%4 cluded in the plans. Construction 

, 7 set for summe! Exact site not an- |} 


and Film Editors has moved from | Litigation over the Granada, La 
the Studio Mechanics Alliance cen- Jolla, Cal., has been finally settled, 
ter to quarters adjoining the cam- with the house reverting to Frank 


er 


Gus McCarthy added to the pub- had been operating the house. New- 
licity staff of F. and M. man sold the Granada to R. P. 
ere : Levenson about a year ago for $30,- 

George Moran, formerly of Moran 000. After paying ‘oft $12,000 on the 
and Mack, rehearsing vaude act| geal Levenson stopped payments, 
with Neal, Able. alleging misrepresentation, men- 
le . os shea | 

Mabel Farrer, “Cornilla Porreca nerd pe Rag el ee a ote 
and Charles Burke, former em- The squawk came nine months 
ployees of the Columbia Grand | after Levenson had been operating. 


Opera Company which flopped two 
weeks ago in Frisco, have filed sal- 
ary 
Commission against the opera com- 
pany for $200. 


nounced 


Local of Laboratory Technicians | 


amen’s union on Cahuenga avenue. | 7. following a foreclosure 


after a receiver 


Newman, 





ordered by the court 


then filed a foreclosure 
with the court ordering the 
sale. Newman bought the house 
back for $15,000 and installed his 
son, Frank, Jr., to run it. 


Local R-K-O office 


Newman 


action, 


claims with the State Labor 


The $13,000 owing to the perform- 
has estab- 









P When THE BIG SHOTS” 


Saat branch in 
Wallach is 





lished a club booking 
‘ Long Beach, Charles 
| handling it. 


“East of Suez” 
bero theatre, Santa 


» 


OF STAGE AND SCREEN 


VISIT HOLLYWOOD 
THEY ALWAYS LIVE AT THE 


opens at the Le- 
Barbara, Feb. 


Tres- 
added 


Kenneth 
Bradford 


Leyland Hodgens, 
eder and Virginia 
to the cast. 








Salon of the Film Setting will 
be held next week at the School of 
Architecture of the University of 
Southern California. Original de- 
signs for notable settings in “The 
Thief of Bagdad,” “The King of 


yo" 





Kings,” “No, No, Nanette,” will be 

together with recent 
modernistic settings. 

Exhibitors include Cedric Gib- 








bons, Anton Grot, Jack Oakie, Van 





” PLAYGROUND al THE STARS ee 


Nest Polglase, and William Ihnen. 


—_—_—— 





WANTED: 


Used ninety-foot black velvet cyclo- 
rama with two borders and two leg 
drops, State price. 


Gassner, 113 West 57th St. 
Circle 7186 


Chaz Chase wil! head F. & M.’s 
“Gyp Gyp Gypsy” Idea, opening at 
the Colorado theatre, -asadena, 
March 6. : 


Six musicians who failed to get 
| paid at the Moscow Inn when M. 
Lawrence, mgr., did a runout, have 





received 50% of their money from 








the owners of the property, who 








took over the cafe. About $1,000 
VOICE TRAINING FOR THE was involved. 
TALKIES BY EXPERT WHO 
HAS TRAINED PROMINENT 


ARTISTS 
PRIVATE INSTRUCTION 


American Society has decided not to 
hold its annual convention here this 
summer after all. It will be in the 





; east again. It was at first figured 
Address Box: B. A. Variety, for here because of the number of 
New York | writers in Hollywood. 











— mp ee have been made in the Midland 
The Leading end | Division of Fox West Coast the- 


The following managerial switches 
} 
| 











Largest atres. Leo Chamberlain succeeds 
aCCORDEON George Trainastich as manager of 
es Gin Seles Ste the Madrid, Kansas City; Earl Hil- 
The only factory | ton replaces H. Jones at the Peo- 
that makes any eet | ple’s, Chanute, Kan., and Glen Ful- 
ae a made b’/ ton succeeds C. Zile at the Lyons, 
277-279 Columbus | “YOnS, Kan, 
Avenue Sat ae SR : 
San Francisce, Cai After two years Freddie Carter's 
free Cataloguee | orchestra is back at the Majestic 
——— | dz DAllroOM, Long Beach. 
] | WB Pacific Coast theatres will 
Dorot ea te | build an 1,800-seat theatre and store 
building, 104 x 158 feet, on a site 
226 W. 72d St. jin Beverly Hills, purchased from 
. Harley J. Hoyt. 
New York City | Location at the Wilshire boule- 
° ivard and Reeves drive. 
The Sunshine Shoppe Improved value to be $500,000. 
Architect not yet named, 




















STRICTLY UNION MADE 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


$6Q.00 and up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mende! Trunks 
ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 
1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
WE DO REPAIRING OPEN EVENINGS WRITE FOR CATALOG 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 4ist Streets, New York City 


SOLE AGENTS FOR H & M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
Phones: Longacre 6197 Pennsylvania 9064 | 





ALSO 





Pictorial stands for “Party Girl’ 


| (Davies) were suddenly covered last 


week When the police advised Fos- 
ter & Kleiser, bill posters, it would 
be advisable. The ,paper was re- 
ported to have been accepted by the 
bill posters under protest. Objec- 
tion was raised to picture of a semi- 





nude girl in a pose regarded as “too 
daring.” 

Maurice Chevalier finished his 
auto show appearance here with a 
|heavy cold. His physician ordered 
him to bed when he developed 102 
fever. A benefit performance for 


several hospitals to be held in a 


downtown theatre had to be post- 
poned., 
University of California Little 


Theatre started its spring season 
last week with George S. Kaufman’s 
“The Butter and Egg Man.” Frank 
Ferguson directed. 


Richard Wallace, Paramount di- 
rector, sailed on Dollar liner last 
week for a four months’ trip to} 
Orient and Europe. 

Fox’ new Fox theatre in Visalia 


opens Feb. 27 with “The Sky Hawk.” 


George M. Cohan in “Gamblers” 


will not open J. J. Gottlob’s new 
Columbia (rebuilt Orpheum). here 
March 10 as originally scheduled. 


Cohan has cancelled and “The Per- 
fect Alibi,” Robert Wagner produc- 
tion, substituted. 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


Fox—‘‘Anna Christie’ (2d week). 
Fifth Ave.—‘Sky Hawk’’; stage. 
Blue Mouse—‘‘The Party Girl.” 
Seattle—‘‘The Laughing Lady.” 
Music Box—‘'She Couldn't Say No.” 
Coliseum—‘‘Love, Live, Laugh.” 
Liberty—‘‘Phantom in the House.”’ 








Stanleigh Malotte here from Port- 
land, at the Seattle; as organist, 
succeeding Ron and Don, 


Seattle theatre (Pub) co-operated 
locally with radio company in put- 
ting over eight-page special Para- 
mount-Phileco section of Seattle 
Times (Sunday). Full page on Wil- 
liam Powell in “Street of Chance,” 
then at theatre. 


Bill Hartung, many years with 
Orpheum and recently manager lo- 
cal RKO house, now manager of 
Seattle theatre, succeeding Bob 
Blair, who becomes northwest man- 
ager for Publix. 


Mayor Frank Edwards, former 
showman, who made a stake in Se- 
attle at Winter Garden theatre, is 
up for re-election at the city pri- 
maries and looks like sure winner 
for second term 


Jensen-Von Herberg, operators of 
Liberty, Venetian and Ballard thea- 
tres here, have adopted the 13th 
month calendar for their own book- 
ings and biz. 


Bondeson, until 


Emil closing of 
President (Duffy) manager of the 
house, left last week for Oakland 


and Frisco to manage a Duffy house. 
Emily Lowry, ingenue, has gone to 
San Francisco for Duffy; Clifford 
Dunstan to Portland Dufwin thea- 
tre: Leonard Strong has also gone 
to Portland. 


ee 


SAN ANTONIO 


Majestic—‘‘Sunnyside Up'’; 
Texas—'‘'No, No, Nanette.” 
Aztec—'‘‘Condemned.” 
State—'‘‘Street of Chance.”’ 
Empire—‘‘Party Girl.” 


vaude, 





“Sunnyside Up” was second week 
holdover at Majestic this week. Virst 
time in history of house, now op- 
erated by Fox, that film stayed a 
second week, 


“Pitfalls of Passion,” 
Lee Frank lecturing. 


show on 
film. Dr. 


sex 


Highland Park theatre (suburb) 


wired this week. Leaves town al! 
wired except few small houses in 
Mexican section and army post the- 
atres. 


San Antonio Symphony Orchestra 
recently chartered, forming here un- 
der direction of Otto Zoeller, will 
use about 80 pros and amateurs. 














Tiesta week management in quan 








| did not behave. 


Palace, closed since November 
when stock flopped after three 
weeks, opened this week with grind | 





dary as to how to raise funds for 
annual celebration of Battle of San 
Jacinto, which begins April 21. City 
has denied permission to stage car- 
nival shows on municipal parks and 


plazas, claiming damage to trees, 
grass and shrubbery irreparable. 


Offered use of exposition grounds in 
but location will 
not draw. 


MILWAUKEE 


By FRANK J. MILLER 


Alhambra—‘‘The Virginian (2d week). 

Davidson—Genevieve Hamper (Shakes- 
peare rep.) 

Garden She Couldn’t Say No’; (2d 
week). 

Gayety Burlesque (Mutual). 

Majestic—‘‘Their Own Desire.” 

Merrill—‘‘Chasing Rainbows.”’ 

Pabst—German stock (Sun. and Sat.) 

Palace-Orpheum The Locked Door.” 

Riverside The Murler on the Roof’ 
vaude 

Strand ‘The Love P arade (2d week). | 

Wisconsin It’s a Great Life stage | 
show, 

Isham Jones and orchestra re- 
turned to the Hotel Schroeder 
Feb. 9, 

Personal effects of Marion An- 
drews, concert impresario, who died 
several weeks ago, were auctioned 
off last week. Miss Andrews had 
collected many valuable keepsakes 


during her many years booking con- 





cert stars. 


Drama week oke in 
Only sad part was the 
city’s only legit house, 
an attraction 
The 
Drama 


Milwaukee 
Davidson, | 
was without 
to celebrate the event. | 
Milwaukee center of the 
League was active, however 

A large amusement park is to cat 
erected on the site of the Mound 
Kennel Club’s dog race track by 
Edward R. Buer who purchased the 
track from the Westmoor Realty 
Co. He is backed by eastern capi- 
tal. Opening set for May. 

The Madison The: 
tion has purchased 
at Madison, 


itre Corpora- 
the Parkway, 
and the Portage and 
Home theatres, at Portage, from 
Brin Theatres Co., here. 

This leaves the Brin Chain with 
but three upstate houses, at Apple- 
ton, Neenah and Menasha. It is 
rumored Brin will sell his houses 
and give up the lease on the Ma- 
jestic, Milwaukee, as soon as the 
Warner Brothers house is complet- 
ed at Second and Wisconsin. Brin 
is said to be slated for this house. 





Joe Leo (Fox) spent 
Milwaukee looking over local Fox | 
affairs. The new Fox house at' 
Green Bay opened Feb. 14. 


a week in 


Frank Dau is new assistant man- 
ager at the Alhambra (Universal). 
He succeeds Harry Wren who be- 
came manager of the Palace-Or- 
pheum, 





BOSTON | 


Harry Cohen, doing business as 
the Photophone Co., got the small- 
est award ever given in a legal suit 
in this state last week, when he 
was awarded one cent in suit against 
Harry E. Haff. Cohen claimed Haff 
installed a Photophone machine in 
his theatre on a four months’ trial 
period but kept it six months and 
then refused to pay either for the 
machine itself or the period it was 
in use. 

Mayor Whalen, of Chelsea, ordered 
the Chelsea theatre closed last week, 
declaring ‘iniquitous’ conditions ex- 
isted therein, 

Richard Ardell, trombone player 
(vaude), of Portland, Ore., was sen- 
tenced to from four to five years in 
the state prison last week... He was 
convicted of stealing $2,000 on two 
counts and of defrauding the Elks 
Hotel of $89 worth of amusement. 


The Boston Garden has decided to 
stop fouling and faking in boxing 
bouts at its shows. The Garden 
Officials will hold up purses due 
fighters when they have not conduct- 
ed themselves properly in the ring. 
In this move the Garden officials 
clash with the State Boxing Com- 
mission, who heretofore merely sus- 
pended boxers for 30 days when they 


George Cohan plays here in ‘Gam- 
bling,” starting March: i0. 

Dr. Sidney A. Weston, 
general manager of the 
tional Publishing Society, has re- 
signed from the committee on the 
use of pictures in religious educa- 
tion, but not without taking a slap 
at Will H. Hays and ex-Gov. Milli- 
| ken of Maine. 


editor and 
Congrega- 


|} of the 





LOUISVILLE, KY. 


By RICHARD 8B. GILBERT 
State—‘“Ship From Shanghai.” 
Alamo—‘‘Lost Zeppelin.” 
Strand—‘‘Happy Days” (held over), 
Rialto—‘‘The Kibitzer.” 
Anderson—‘‘Behind That Make-up.” 
Brown—'‘Vanities’’ (road). 
Ritz—‘‘Stepping High” (stock). 


Community Chest annual cam- 
paign, this year for nearly $715,000, 
apparently had no effect on the box 
offices. 

Brown the 
22 “Hit the 
talker 


tre 


Deck” 


eoes 


talker Keb. 
may be opening 


[It is reported Stagehands’ Union 
headquarters has been inquiring as 
to size of stage, scale of wages and 
seating capacity of Mary Anderson 
theatre here. Reported stock is 
next policy. Talkers haven't gone 
well in the Mary Anderson. 





George Laffell returned from UChi- 
cago where he lined up additional 
talent for his musical comedy stock, 
now at the Ritz (Walnut). 


Jefferson Post (American Legion) 





reported clearing $6,000 after pay- 
ing all expenses and staging “Frei- 
burg Passion Play” at War 
Memorial Auditorium for 11 per- 


formances. Take was approximately 


| $28. 000. 


PORTLAND, ME. 


By HAL CRAM 


Maine—‘*The Awful Truth’’; ‘‘Slighity 
|} Scarlet.” 

Jefferson—‘‘What Price Love” (stock). 

State—''No, No, Nanette.’’ 

Strand—‘‘Bulidog Drummond.” 

Empire —‘Not So Dumb”; ‘Mother's 
Boy. 

Colonial “Gold Diggers of Broadway.” 


Portland—''Rio 
Harold Cail (Portland 
News) has been elected 
Jefferson Workshop. 


Goodwin, 


Rita.”’ 
Evening 
president 


Austin M. 
Portland 


former editor, 


Sunday Telegram, now 
with the Portland Evening News. 
H. J. K. Tewksbury is new editor 
of the Telegram with Hal Cram as 


assistant. 

Attendance at Jefferson theatre 
Hayden Players) has slumped off 
so that the stock may be obliged 
to close in a few weeks. 








SECURITY SALESMEN 


A FINANCIAT, ORGANIZATION 
BUYING STOCKS AT PREVAIL- 
ING PRICES, OFFERING A 
UNIQUE LOW-PRICED INVEST- 
MENT TRUST SECURITY WITH 
A READY MARKET, UNDER A 
PLAN WHICH APPEALS TO 
ALL PURSES, 1S PREPARED 
TO INTERVIEW CLEAN-CUT, 
CAPABLE MEN WITH RECORDS 
WHICH WILL BEAR FULL IN- 
VESTIGATION AND WHO 
WANT A PERMANENT CON- 
NECTION WHICH ASSURES A 
FUTURE. EXPERIENCE DE- 
SIRABLE BUT NOT ESSEN- 
TIAL. IN THE OPINION OF 
EXPERTS THE PLAN IS MOST 
ATTRACTIVE AND HAS MANY 
UNUSUAL FEATURES WHICH 
MAKE IT READILY SALABLE. 


FULLEST CO-OPERATION AS- 
SURED 

SALESMEN ARE CREDITED 
WITH RENEWALS AND ARE 
GIVEN A SHARE OF PROFITS 
ON NEW YORK STOCK EX- 
CHANGE AND CURB EX- 


CHANGE SECURITIES 
A MOST UNIQUE 
MENT. 


UNDER 
ARRANGE- 


WITHIN FORTY-EIGHT HOURS 
YOU CAN DETERMINE TO 
YOUR BNTIRE SATISFACTION 
WHETHER YOU WILL FIT 
PERMANENTLY INTO THIS 
ORGANIZATION AND MAKE 
MONEY. SELL US YOUR ABIL- 
ITY IN A BRIEF LETTER 
STATING AGE AND PAST CON- 
NECTIONS. NO DRAWING AC- 
COUNT SPECIALISTS DE- 
SIRED. REMUNERATION ON 
A COMMISSION BASIS,_ 


ADDRESS BOX 300, 
NEW YORK 


FRIEND, wx. 


WOMEN’S SPORT AND READY-TO- 
WEAR FOR EVERY OCCASION 


VARIETY 





























6609 Hollywood Boulevard 





THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO, Ine. 
225 West 397St, NEW YORK 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 








LETTERS 


When Sending for Mai) to 
VARIETY. Address Mail C 
POSTCARDS, ERTISING of 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
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Brookhart Bea { Keeler Kate 
Pierre Prof |; Kneeland Jack 

Brothers Eviyn Kunze Max 
; 

Giammatlio Mae ; Leonard Leon 
Litthorne Helen W 

Holden F B 

Holmes W J McPherson Wi liam 

Howells John Mead | Mehan Dodd 
Wallman Car) 

Irwin F Wong Prince 

CHICAGO OFFICE 

Areo Sammy , Janis Frank 

Ayers Cecil | Johnson & Duker 
| 

Bainsfair F | Novit Jules 


Barker Randolph 
Binder Ray 


Pints & Doyle 


Calvert Charley } Robertson K’'th’'rine 
Carita Senorita Roy Philip 
Cooke Bill 

Seabury Ralph 
Gifford W € Shaw Retta 
Gilbert Bert Smith Rex 
Goodlette W J 

Thorn Bill 
Hi: & E 


THINGS HAVE CHANGED 


(Continued from page 47) 
dergraduates cut-in offered: 
you know who you're dancing with? 
Connie Bennett, lucky boy.” And 


meant it. 


“Do 


> 





The late Art Hickman first tooted 
a tune atop the Ziegfeld Roof 
that California whistle he brought 


SINGLE ROOM, 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, 





$17.50 AND $21.00 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WE 
LEONARD HICKS. President 


BATH, $2.00 UP 
WEEKLY 
EKLY 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOD! BATH, $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
ROOM, BATH, $2.00 PER DAY 


SINGLE 


DOUBLE ROOM WITHOD) 
ROOM WITH BATH 


DOUBLE 


BATH, $14.00 PER WEER 
$17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 








HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 
Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 
$12.00 UP WEEKLY 





British Film Field 


(Continued from page 4) 


tion in which around one-fourth of 


1 Is 


on | 


with him from the Coast. Band was | 


New York's first earfull of the 


modern conception of dance music. | 


irving Berlin, scared to death, 
opened at the London Hippodrome 
and-‘upon announcing he would sing 
his own composition, “Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band.”....a galery voice 
hollered: “You're a liar.” And he 
got over, anyway. 


Monday afternoons at the Colon- 
ial, New York, used to almost make 
or break acts according to the 
gallery’s. reception, and the top 
flight mob about tore the 
apart for Hedges | Brothers 
Jacobson, 


house 
and 


Jimmy Sales sat in his raised 
chair at the Palladium, London, and 
directed in white kid gloves. 





Tom McNaughton first did ‘The 
Three Trees” in “The Spring Maid,” 
Christie MacDonald’s operetta. 





The Broadway boys used to hang 
@ut at the back tables on the Zieg- 
feld Roof. But the money men sat 
up front to look at Yvonne Shelton, 
Olive Thomas, Dolores, Jessie Reed, 
Kay Laurel, Martha Mansfield, Lil- 
lian Lerraine, Katherine Perry, and 
the “Balloon Number.” 


Frank Carter made Beechhurst, 
L. IL, from the New Amsterdam 
Stage door in 14 minutes in his ’16 
National raceabout, and regularly 
danced on the lawn for the natives 
in the white silk nightgowns he al- 
Ways wore. 





Lil Lorraine threw a cooch ac- 
companiment into her song, “I'm 
Crazy About That Man,” and elec- 
trifiled Hammerstein’s Roof. 

Willie Hammerstein never had 
any coin in the Victoria (vaude) 
boxoffice, because Oscar, Sr., would 
drop in and nonchalantly clean the 
till. 





mob always 








The had Sunday 
dinner at Ben Reilly’s, near the 
Hudson, on west 177th street. 

Wilson Mizner went into the imi- 
tation oil painting business. 

The Ponselle . Sisters, Rosa and 
Carmela, were in vaudeville and 


known as the Ponsillo Sisters. 
Roy Cummings trouped a 

made auto all over the country with 

him. 


Muckenfuss, 


B::S. father of Ro- 
salie Stewart; was house manager 
of the Majestic theatre, Interstate 
} 


house, in Dallas, Tex. 


Fred 


Allen was sent out to kill 
stagé waits with a Shubert attrac- 
tion, Between gags he’d part the 

irtains;and look backstage. After 


this happened a couple. dozen times 
he said to the audience: “Well, 
they’re apt to pack up and leave 
me out here.” 


the quantity of features was sup- 
plying the first runs and actually 
producing a larger gross for the dis 
tributor, 


In part this is now working away, 
and most of the first-run houses are 
changing programs weekly. More 
wiring and consequently most close- 
ly defined release dates for talkers, 
With a attention to barring, 
now beginning to operate, Which 
calls for a larger quantity of prod- 
duct, the effect of which will be 
increase materially the number of 
American feature registrations from 
Oct. 1 last on. 
in weekly more 


( lose = 


theatres for talker 
bookings, the tendency (already ob- 
servable in London) for first-run 
houses to run two feature programs 


with a - weekly change will stil: fur- | 


ther consume product. Even a fea- 


ture like “Bulldog Drummond,” 
which had some 20 simultaneous 





first runs in central London, is being | 


backed up at the Stoll Kingsway 
house with another talker, “Salute.” 
Despite this, it is difficult to the 


point of impossible to make the 
small independent exhibitor grasp | 
the present and future situation. As 
a mass he insists there are some 
2,000 unwired theatres in this mar- 
ket, knows there are some 12,000 in 
America, and refuses to believe 
American producers will not make 
silents for these. 

Sidney Kent happened to say, 


when he was here, that there was a 
divided public, part of which 
preferred silents, and the small men 
have seized this without reference 
to Kent's further explanation of 
economics. They seem mentally in- 
capable of understanding that talk- 
ers produce around 90% of the 


| gross, despite their minority in num- 


bers, and will not get the idea how 
impossible it is for producers to 
make product for a 10% market as 
represented by the still unwiréd 
small houses. 





Fox Throws a Party 

Nobody at a dinner thrown by 
Fox at the Savoy Jan. 27 would be- 
lieve there was no dough in the 
kitty. They had everything, and 
must have spent arourfd $15 a head 
on the party. Will Rogers rolled up 
and did his stuff, cracking mainly 
about his spur-of-the-moment stage 
appearance at  Stoll’s Kingsway 
house on the previous Saturday 
night. Sir Sefton Brancker, one of 
the heads of the British air force, 
pulled a gag about aviation on the 
bum, with the English implication, 
producing a frozen silence for a 
couple of seconds. 

The film “Sky Hawk,” for which 
the party was held, went into the 
Tivoli following ‘“‘Rio Rita.” Despite 
the Fox claims about research, it 
has a number of inaccuracies and 
got several wrong spot laughs from 
a first-night audience. Outside 
London this will not happen, but 
Londoners know the words and mu- 
sic of Zep raids, so well they can 
detect the flat notes. 


The Pan Plant 

Here’s a fine sample of the basis 
on which the American distributors 
are attacked in the press for han- 
dling quota junk. Says Ivor Brown 
in a highbrow weekly, “Saturday 
Review": “I have heard it rumored 
that the Americans, when choosing 
English shorts for quota purposes, 
like to select a bad one, in order to 


| discredit English films and the quota 


principle. If that is so, this little 


| fragment might be a trophy in their 


home- | 


0 


bag. 

And he referring to a short 
made with Heather hatcher, dis- 
tributed by 4n English company and 


is 


shown at the Capitol, an Eneglish- 
owned key house. 
Bits and Pieces 

Majesti Leeds, playing “Desert 
Song three a day, passed 47,000 
people through the gate. House 
Seats around 2,200 

Charles Whittaker’s Source of 
he Thames” film, part of a Plaz 
bill, is a nice piece of work benefit- 
ing by the absence of actors. 


British & Dominions (Wilcox 
company) and Gramoyhone Co, have 
busted joint production contratt “by 
mutual consent.” This follows a jam 


to | 


And as wiring brings |} 


still | 


Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$ 9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 
Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


Blectric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 





All Newly 
Decorated 


$ Sand Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 
and Cold Water 
Telephone in 
Each Room 
‘02 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-29 





|}over “Beethoven” and Baclanova’s 
workless trip on this side. 

Get a load of this from a press 
notice sent out by Shaftesbury Ave- 
| nue Pavilion, the Gaumont art thea- 
| tre: This is an abstract film. Light 
is the sole hero of the picture. The 
movements of light are symphonic, 





THE BERTHA 


| 


| 
| 


and definite emotions are induced by | 
counter rhythms achieved by super- | 


impositions.” Yeah. 

Virginia Lee Corbin on vacation. 
| Jacqueline Logan rehearsing 
“Symphony in Two Flats,” 
Novello and most of the cast play- 
ing the stage version at the New. 
Jacky had a reception thrown for 
| her at the Stoll and made a 10- 
minute speech, then sat on a ros- 
| trum and signed photographs. 

Ivor’s momma, Mme, Novello-Davis, 
with her. 

Julius Hagen making a talker, 
“Huilo Europe,’ in six languages, 
jumps in ahead of Jaydee Williams 
with a concrete multilingual pro- 
duction, Using English, French, 
German, Italian, Spanish and 
Swedish. 


Came 


Shurey Sues 
Dinah Shurey, 
| who has made some half-dozen Brit- 
ish films typical of their period, has 
brought a libel action against a fan 
paper. Mag ran an article about 
women not making good film direc- 


claimed there was no case to answer 
and called no evidence. Justice Hor- 
ridge left it to the jury and ad- 
journed the hearing. 
Pictures and Politics 

A strong wave of anti-American- 
ism is awash right now. Maybe it 
is better described as pro-British, 
but as your films dominate this 
market it actually resolves itself 
into the former, 

Every angle for a slam is actively 
explored, but most of the attack 


| tors, and picked on Dinah as an 
| example. 

Sir Patrick Hastings, defendiug, 
| 





large a percentage of talkers seen 
here so far have been bagkstage 
or other wisecracking films, the 
air has been full of slang and a 
Broadway accent. That is causing 
the kicks. 

Behind the attacks is the desire 
to depopularize the American talker 
in favor of the native, as well as to 
fiy kites for coming promotions in 


which some of the more active 
writers of anti-American propa- 
ganda are believed to have been 


promised jobs. This week this lan- 
|guage thing got as far as a ques- 
|tion being asked in the House of 
|}Commons, When Sir Alfred Knox 
jasked William Graham, president of 
|}the Board of Trade, if he would take 
}steps to limit the import of Ameri- 
can talkers in order to protect the 
| English language and encourage the 
| produc tion of British films. Mr. Gra- 
ham said he wouldn't. 

President of the Board of Trade, 
asked also if he recognized the film 
act had broken down (this arose 
partly out of publicized suggestions 
to abolish quota for exhibitors and 
|raise distributors’ quota to 25%), 
;said he didn’t think the act had 
failed and intimated there was no 
prospect of it being revised. 





} Another stick was found when a 
loud holler was made because the 
Empire Marketing Board showed a 
film of the Leviathan at the Im- 
perial Institute. The Imperialistic 
pre at once wanted to know why 
a film of a British liner could not 
have been shown instead of an 
American, Empire Marketing Board 
jretorting there were none and Cu- 
nard line coming back to say they 
had plenty and had never been 
asked for them. 


Stoll Picture cashes jn on this lat- 


woman director | 


with Ivor } 


1] 


| 


| 


{ 


| 


| (something 








LANDSEER APTS. 


245 Wes bist Street 
Columbus 8950 


IRVINGTON HALL 


West 5lst Street 
Columbus 1360 


D Betiet 
VI 


1-2-3-4-room apartments. Private 


In the center of the theatrical 


Address all 


Principal Office: 


Will 





600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 


HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 


$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


All apartments directly under the supervision of the owner 


communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 
Landseer Apts. 
All apartments can be seen evenings. 
Lease by the Week Month or 


BENDOR COURT 


343 West 55th Street 
Columbus 6066 


HENRI COURT 


312 West 48th Street 
3830 Longacre 








3560 Longacre 
bath, phone, kitchen or kitchenette 


district. All fireproof buildings 


, 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
Office in each building 
Year — Furnished or Unfurnished 











Phone: LONGAURE 6805 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 8-4 KRoomea. 


Catering 


GO. P. SCHNEIDER, Prop 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


to the comfort and convenience of 


the profession. 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


$15.00 UP Mrs. Jackson now in charge 





ter by showing a short of the Aqui- 


tania. As this film shows, the 
Statue of Liberty and New York 
docks maybe the press will start 
another dogfight about that. 
Getting a Rushing 
Producers Distributing Co. (Joe 
Kennedy’s Pathe end here) began 
production of quota films on their 
own account Jan. 23 under Steve 


Fitzgibbon and Gordon Bostock. In 
two weeks they have shot four films 
and are previewing them the middle 
of this month. Gordon Bostock and 
Monty Banks shot “Eve's Fall,” 
four-reeler, in threé @Gays, and the 
former shot “Amateur Night” 
like the old Chaplin- 
Karno yaude act) over a 
with Andre Charlot making 
“Beauty Without Tears” and 
New Waiter,” the next week. 

But a native producer working 
concurrently has taken four days 
over a two-reel short. 


two, 
“The 


Program Changes 


Par takes the Harold Lloyd talk- 
er out of the Carlton this 11th and 
replace it with “Love Parade,” open- 
ing with an invitation gala show in 
the evening. 

“Marianne” is the Empire’s sec- 
ond successive fiop, “Hallelujah” be- 
ing the first. Program changed to 
“Their Own Desire.” Meantime Sid- 
ney Bernstein, prominent London 
exhib, claims he told Sam Eckman 
“Hallelujah” was no artistic pic- 
ture, but the press critics would 
hail it so. Sidney sure said a mouth- 


|}ful, at least about the critics. They 
comes at the language question. So | 


had hysterics over the Vidor opus. 
Now Bernstein, smart enough to 
grab the publicity, runs the film 


at his Enfield Rialto for a week 
from Feb. 17, taking an audience 
questionnaire on the press opinion, 
“Golddiggers” finishes a good run 
at the Regal Feb. 23 and gives place 
to Elinor Glyn’s “Knowing Men,” 
which will not rival “Golddiggers.” 
Alhambra takes “Atlantic” off and 
puts in “Elstree Calling.” Latter is 
a revue with Will Fyffe and Lily 
Morris, understood to have stage 
contracts with the General Theatres’ 


end of Gaumont-British. 

Capitol has a b. o. peach in 
“Flight,” which has hit the public 
well in the eye. ’Nother air film at 
the Tivoli, “Sky Hawk,” not doing 
so well. 

Tightening Up 

Paisley fire has caused a big in- 
;crease in inspection. One exhibitor 
i'was fined $50 and $26 costs for 
having a chain on an exit door, even 
|though the house was not open, and 


there 
booth. 

Another case at Carshalton, Sur- 
rey, brought a fine of $150 for ob- 
structing a passage with a chair and 
table and g films in metal 


was no fhiim in the projection 


not having 
containers when not in use. 
Exmouth (Devon) magistrates 
ruled must be one adult 
to each 25 children at kid matinees 
and are also adjourning license ap- 


have tnere 


plications till all exits are made to 
open outward and opened at every 
performance. 

At Durham the police Ipe . 
tendent asked for suspension of al} 
licenses till theatre owners showed 
proof they had insured against third 
party risk. Sugzestion was indorsed 
by the magistrates, who are the li 


week-end, | 
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E 137-139 West 45th St. 
L NEW YORK CITY 
Completely remodeled—everything of 
| the best—Simmens furniture (Beauty- 


rest mattresses), hot and cold water, 
telephones, showers 
$12 for Single Room 
$16.50-$17.50 for Double Koom 
$18.00-$19.00-$21.00 for Double Koom 
(with Private Bath) 
| This ts the {deal hotel for the Profession 
| heart of the theatrieal section 


Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 


W HOTEL ELK “ 


205 West 53rd Street 

Just East of Broadway 

} Running Water—Telephene in Every 
Room—Bath Adjacent 

if. Model Day and Night Service 


Single, $9——$10 


private bath, $11—$13 


ip the 





} 





With 


Transients, $1.50 up 











 iteeentind authority. 
Barnstaple Jicensing authority 
closed the balcony of theatre Royal 
(a P. C. T. house), which reduced 
the seating from 622 to 372, so the 
owners have closed the house, which 
leaves Barnstaple without a picture 
theatre and a population of 15,000. 
Balcony of Lyceum, Teignmouth, 
also closed by magistrates on the 
ground of danger through wooden 
projection booth being under bal- 
}cony floor. 
Newcastle City Watch Committee 


ordered closing of two picture 
houses in this town, Gaiety and 
Kings. Gatety fs an old converted 


hall built in 1837. Subsequently the 
order was withdrawn and tempor- 
ary licenses till Feb. 28 issued on 
condition there were no children’s 
matinees, sides of Gaiety balcony 
to be closed and no children admit- 
ted to rest of balcony, and Kings’ 
balcony shut down. 





People-and Such 
Lachman’s next direction 
for British International will be a 
taiker of “Yellow Mask,” . Edgar 
Wallace’s Chinese stage meller. 
| FE. GC. Shapeero, old-time exhib of 
| Nottingham, and owner of a num- 
jber of Midland theatres, most of 
|which he sold to Gaumont-British, 
died Feb. 4, aged 49. 
| tandolph R. Richards has with- 
|drawn his nomination for vice-pres- 
|ideney of the exhibitors, leaving 
Crow as only candi- 





Harry 


Reginald V. 
|date for this office. 

The Go-Getters 

Here’s how to make 

Pathe Freres Cinema 

window on Lisie street 

projectors on show. Or 


it snappy. 
has a shop 
with home 
Feb. 6 signs 


| were in the window telling the pub- 
‘lic to buy a home equipment for 
|Christmas, and another saying “get 
films for your Christmas party by 
joining the film library.” 
Here and There 
| Peter Burnup takes over as film 
ritic on Daily Mail’ April 1, still 
carrying on “Sunday Dispatch,” 
both Rothermere papers, 
' Sidney Olcott is ‘back in town 
dickering for a direction contract. 
| Barbara Austen, Canadian-Welsh 
oprano, into the Alhambra sup- 


ting “Elstree Calling.” 


pe 
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Another Song Scoop for Robbins! : 
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One of the outstanding scores since the |] acti 
advent of the “Talkies” oe a a a ee ee pape 
side-; 
but, c 


At last! Great stage material for the performer | bet we 
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COOKING BREAKFAST FOR THE ONE | LOVE = 


The 
Lyric by William Rose Music by Henry Tobias > vam 
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WHEN A WOMAN LOVES A MAN | CRU 
Lyric by William Rose Music by Ralph Rainger BIZ 

KICKIN’ A HOLE IN THE SKY = 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 799 Seventh Avenue. New York em 


A 
Lyric by William Rose & Ballard Macdonald Music by Jesse Greer SS cele 
cond) 
The 
€xclusive Distributors for 


Only | 
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WILLIAM ROSE, INC. : | = 





